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COMMISSION. 



VICTORIA R. 

Victoria, by tbe grace of God, of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland 
Queen, Defender of the Faith, to Our trusty and well-beloyed John Thomas Ball, 
Esquire, one of Our Counsel learned in the Law, John Leahy, and Piers Francis 
White, Esquires ; greeting. 

Whereas the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, of Our United Kingdom 
of Great Britain and Ireland, in Parliament assembled, haye by a joint Address humbly 
represented unto Us, that a Select Committee of the House of Commons, appointed to try 
a Petition complaining of an undue election and return for the County of the Town of 
Galway, haye reported to the House that corrupt practices haye extensiyely preyailed 
at the last Election and at preyious Elections for the said County of the Town of 
Galway, and haye humbly prayed that We would be graciously pleased to cause Inquiry 
to be made, pursuant to the proyislons of the Act of Parliament passed in the Sixteenth 
Year of Our Reign, intituled “ An Act to proyide for more effectual Inquiry into the 
“ existence of corrupt practices at Elections for Members to serye in Parliament,” by 
the appointment of you, the said John Thomas Ball, John Leahy, and Piers Francis 
White, as Commissioners for the purpose of making Inquiry into the existence of such 
corrupt practices. 

Know ye, that We, in compliance with the prayer of the said joint Address, have 
authorized and appointed, and do by these presents, in pursuance of the power vested in 
Us by the said Act, authorize and appoint you, the said John Thomas x> jl, John Leahy, 
and Piers Francis White, to be Commissioners for the purpose of making Inquiry under 
the said Act into the existence of the corrupt practices in the said joint Address 
referred to. 

Given at Our Court at Saint James’s, the Twenty-eighth day of August, One 
thousand eight hundred and fifty-seven, in the Twenty-first year of Our 
Reign. 

By Her Majesty’s Command, 

G. GREY. 
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R E P O R T. 



TO THE QUEEN’S MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY. 

We, the Commissioners appointed in pursuance of the provisions of the Sta,tute 
15 & 16 Victoria, chap. 67, by warrant under Your Majestys royal sign manual, to 
investigate into the existence of corrapt practices in elections of members to s®™ m 
Parliament for the county of the town of Galway, humbly submit the following Repo 

Svin^mrde the necessary preliminary arrangements we proceeded to Galway and 
opened the Commission in that town on the 29th September 1857. Prom that day 
to the 14th October ensuing, the inquiry was continued; eleven days having been 

occupied in the actual examination of -witnesses in court. _ , • j- 

We beff leave to acknowledge the assistance which we received in the discharge ot 
our duties from the various persons officially connected with the town ; and we are 
gratified in being able to state that the evidence of the great majority of the witnesses 
was characterised by much candour. There were, however a few exceptions and some 
of so decided a character, that we felt it our duty to refuse the statutable certificate. 

The examination of witnesses was conducted by ourselves personally, to the eMlusion 
of professional gentlemen or other agents-a course of proceeding which appeared to us 
not only in the highest degree expedient, but to be expressly indicated as the intention 
of the Legislature by the language used in the 9th and 12th sections of the 
We, however, publicly announced that any information or suggestion tendered m reference 
to the subject of our inquiry should be attentively considered ; and, except when 
prevented by the death of the party, or by his removal from the vicinity, or such a 
change of ;esidence as precluded his being traced, we endeavoured to summon, and 
afford an opportunity for contradiction or explanation to every person, whom the 

testimony of any witness tended to criminate. , , il,„ i„u 

The evidence clearly established the existence of corrupt practices at the last tiro 
elections; one of which occurred in the year 1857, and the other m tte year 1852. It 
then became our duty, as defined by the 6th section of the statute to mvestlgatejhe 
next preceding election, which took place m 1847, at the general election of that yeai, 
when Mr. Martin Joseph Blake and Mr. Anthony O'Flaherty were returned without a 
contest. After a very rigid scrutiny we could not discover the existence qt any corrupt 
practices at this election ; and, under such circumstances, we were of opinion that the 
Mgative and prohibitory words of the section last cited, that where the Lommis- 
“ sioners do not find that any coiTUpt practices have been committed at an election, they 
“ shall not inquire concerning any previous election,” precluded us from extending our 
inquiries into the details of any elections antecedent in date to this uncontested election. 
We, however, in the course of the inquiry received general information as to tte expenses 
and other circumstances attending some of such antecedent elections. But before 
proceeding to the consideration, either of this evidence, or of that relating to the special 
inquiries directed to the two last elections, we think it advisable to advert to the nature 
of the constituency, without a knowledge of which many circumstances of importance 

could not be fully understood. ^ ^ • x 

The county of the town of Galway consists of a town and a rural district surrounding 
it ; and the area extends about four Irish miles in every direction Irom the centre, 
and comprises 24,132 statute acres. The population at the last census, 
amounted to 34,146, of whom 23,787 are estimated to inhabit what may be strictly 
called the town, and 10,359 the rural district. The municipal government of the town is 
vested in commissioners ; and the area for municipal purposes is less than that lor me 
parliamentary representation, and is described as extending two statute miles m every 
direction from the central church of St. Nicholas. The qualifications which conter toe 
right of voting for members of Parliament may be classed under three heads, corresponding 
to those into which the constituency is subdivided on the register oi yoers. 
(1) Admission as a freeman; (2) Occupancy of lands or tenements ra.ted to the reiiei 
of the poor at the net annual value of 8^. or upwards ; (3) Freehold and leasehold 
interests and rentcharges of 50^., 20/., &c. not requiring occupation. 
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The total number of the constituency appearing on the register after the revision in 
October 1856 was 1,091 ; of whom 540 were entitled as freemen, 459 under the second 
qualification, and 92 under the third. Thus it will be seen that the freemen are 81 
more in number than the ratepayers, and only 11 less than the whole of the ratepayers 
and freeholders and leaseholders united. But amon^ the freemen are several who, if not 
registered as freemen, would be entitled to the franchise as ratepayers ; their number being 
estimated by one witness at /rom 40 to 50, and by another at from 60 to 80. In connexion 
with this subject, it is also worthy of observation that although the number of registered, 
ratepayers is only 459, yet the number of tenements separately rated to the amount 
of 8/. and upwards, within the entire limits of the county of the town of Galway, is 945, 
for which number of tenements 881 persons are rated as occupiers; and that even within 
the limits of the town commissioners’ jurisdiction, the number of persons occupiers of 
premises rated to the same amount is 688. This fact indicates the degree in which 
the disqualification of occupancy by females and minors, non-occupancy, registration 
under the other qualifications, and nonpayment of taxes, operate to render the number 
of ratepayers registered as electors less than the number appearing on the Poor Rate 
books as occupiers of premises of the requisite value. 

There were formerly two modes of acquiring the freedom of the town of Galway : — 
viz., Istly, by the election of the mayor and corporation; and, 2ndly, by admission in 
right of a special qualification conferred by statute or charter. The former of these 
two modes, that is to say, admission by election, or special favour, was abolished in the 
year 1 832, by the Irish Reform Act. Some few freemen, however, 'who were originally 
admitted in this manner still remain upon the register. The latter of these two modes 
of admission is therefore the only one now subsisting ; and it is, we believe, founded on 
a qualification peculiar to the town of Galway, namely, residence and practice or 
profession of a trade or handicraft. This qualification has been constituted by certain 
Privy Council rules, a charter, and statutes to which we shall now as concisely as 
possible refer. 

It appears that “ New Rules ” for the regulation of the town of Galway were made 
on the 23d of September 1672, by the Lord Lieutenant and Council in Ireland, in 
pursuance of the Irish statute 17 & 18 Charles II. c. 2, commonly called the Act of 
Explanation. The fifth rule provides “ that all foreigners, strangers, and aliens, as well 
■“ others as Protestants, who are or shall be merchants, traders, artizans, artificers, 

seamen, or otherwise skilled and exercised in any mystery, craft, or trade, or in the 
“ worlcing or making any manufacture, or in the art of navigation, who are at present 
“ residing and inhabiting within the said town of Galway, or who shall at any time 
“ hereafter come into the said town, with intent and resolution there to inhabit, reside, 

and dwell,” shall on payment of 205. fine to the chief magistrate and common 
council, or other person authorized to admit freemen, be admitted freemen of Galway ; 
and, if they desire it. of any guild within the same, during their residence, and no 
longer ; and shall have all the privileges of freemen and be denizens within the 
kingdom. 

A new charter, embodying these rules, was granted in the twenty-ninth year of the 
reign of Charles II. ( 1679) to the corporation of Galway ; and was in fact the governing 
charter of that body until its abolition in 1841. 

In the year 1717 the Irish legislature passed an Act, the 4 Geo. I. c. 15, popularly 
known as the “Galway Act.” This enactment is entitled, “An Act for the better 
“ regulating of the Town of Galway, and for the strengthening the Protestant interest 
•“ therein ” ; and it provides, among other things, that “ all and every person and persons 
“ who profess him or themselves of any trade, mystery, or handicraft, that do or shall 
“ come to inhabit, dwell, or reside in the said town of Galway, in order to follow their 
“ respective trades, shall and are hereby declared to be free of the town and corporation 
“ of Galway, and also of that company or corporation to which their respective trades 
“ belong, without paying anything for such freedom, and shall continue freemen of such 
“ company or corporation to all intents and purposes, as long as he or they inhabit or 
“ dAvell in the said town, and no longer, and shall be exempted and freed from all 
•“ corporation taxes and fines for not serving as beadle for the space of seven years next 
“ after his or their coming to inhabit in the said town,” By the next section these 
privileges were confined to persons who were professed Protestants for seven years before 
demanding their freedom. 

It is to be inferred, from the language of this Act, that at the time of its passing, there 
were guilds, or associated companies of trades, in existence in the town of Galway ; 
and it would appear from the Report of the Commissioners appointed to inquire into 
Municipal Corporations in Ireland, that many such bodies did in fact exist, in some form, 
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down to the year 1833, the date of that Report. It was, however, proved in evidence 
before us, that there are not at present any such guilds or societies existing. 

By the 1st and 2nd William IV. c. 49., passed in the year 1831, so much of the “ Galway 
Act” as requires that persons seeking their freedom by virtue of its provisions should be 
professed Protestants, was repealed, and Roman Catholics w’ere declared entitled equally 
with Protestants to the freedom of the town. 

For some time previously to the passing, in the year 1832, of the Irish Reform Act, 
(2 & 3 William IV. c. 88.) persons who were not resident in the county of the town 
of Galway had been admitted by special favour in considerable numbers as honorary 
freemen. The right, however, of non-resident freemen to vote at parliamentary 
elections had been questioned from time to time ; but the ninth section of the Irish 
Reform Act put an end to all such questions by abolishing entirely the honorary 
franchise, which alone admitted of non-residence ; and the same section likewise provided 
that all freemen who should by virtue of any statute then in force be thereafter admitted, 
should after registration, but so long only as they should reside within the town, 
or within seven statute miles of the usual place of election therein, enjoy the right 
to vote. 

The Reform Act, for the first time, conferred upon the town of Galway the right of 
sending a second member to the United Parliament. This Act received the Royal assent 
in the month of August 1832. In the ensuing month of December, the first contested 
election under its provisions took place ; but this election subsequently became the subject 
of petition to the House of Commons, and full reports of the proceedings before the 
Committee appointed by the House to try the matter of such petition, will be found 
amongst the election cases collected by Messrs. Perry & Knapp and Cockburn & Rowe. 

It appears from these Reports, and from the Report of the Municipal Corporation 
Commissioners already referred to, that the entire constituency of the town at the time 
of this contest numbered nearly 2,100 voters. The number of resident freemen then 
included in the constituency amounted to 793, of whom 688 had been admitted in the 
interval between the passing of the Reform Act and the election of December 1832. 

It may also be observed that previously to the passing of the 1st and 2nd William IV.’ 
c. 49, and of the Reform Act, the admissions of freemen under the Galway Act had 
been comparatively few, a fact attributed by the Municipal Corpoj-ation Commis- 
sioners to the preponderance of the Roman Catholic population in Galway, the facility of 
admission under the discretionary power of the corporation, and the interest of that body 
in resisting the admission to freedom as of right. After these enactments, however, came 
into operation (in 1831-2), applications for admission rapidly increased, and no less a 
number than 688 were, as we have seen, admitted to their freedom in the month of 
September 1832. 

It will be remarked that in Galway, birth and marriage, which in most other towns 
confer a title to freedom, give no right whatever ; and it also appeared from the evidence 
given before us in relation to this franchise, that the persons on whom the duty has 
devolved of admitting freemen, have not required either apprenticeship or servitude, nr 
any period of actual employment in his trade or handicraft from the claimant. 

Previous to the Irish Municipal Corporation Act (3 & 4 Victoria, chap. 108.), 
the mayor adjudicated upon the claims of persons seeking to be admitted freemen, but 
since the passing of that Act, there being no mayor or corporation, the duty has 
devolved upon a person nominated for the purpose by the Lord Lieutenant, pursuant 
to the provisions of the 6th section of that statute'. Mr. Patrick Mark Lynch, a 
merchant of respectability, and possessing landed property within the county of the 
town, has since the year 1841 filled this office. He from time to time holds a court for 
the admission of freemen ; but there is no precise period fixed either by usage or law 
for this purpose, and the matter is entirely regulated by his discretion. The practice 
on the subject seems to be as follows : — Whenever a reasonable number of appli- 
cations for admission have been made to Mr. Lynch, he fixes upon a convenient time 
to hold his court, of which he gives notice in the local newspapers, and sometimes by 
handbills. On the appointed day, every person desirous of being admitted a freeman, 
whether he has previously given notice of his intention or not, can attend and. put 
forward his claim. As there is not jurisdiction to administer an oath, the investigation is 
carried on without any regular examination of wdtnesses. In some cases Mr. Lynch’s 
own local knowledge enables him to decide. As to others, he states that he obtains 
information from competent persons. In the instance of some particular trades, he 
mentions that the personal, appearance of the individual will often sufficiently attest 
the employment; but in far the greater number of cases which come before him, he asks 
and relies upon the opinion of those persons who, attracted by the occasion, happen 

a 4 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




viii 



to be present. And, as he considers that tradesmen are unwilling to share their privi- 
leges with unqualified persons, he seems principally to depend on this appeal as a 
check to improper admissions. It is, however, as the evidence has satisfied us, a 
check very much diminished in its actual operation by the reluctance which most 
persons feel to volunteer in open court the invidious duty of objecting, by the want of any 
guild or constituted body to scrutinize the matter, and often also by sympathy on the 
part of those present with the political views of the claimant, or fear of offending his friends 
and partizans. Accordingly, the testimony of the witnesses examined on this subject, 
including that of many of the freemen themselves, concurs in condemning the present 
mode of admission, and in representing that very many persons not entitled to be 
considered tradesmen or artificers have been admitted to freedom. Certainly the number 
admitted from time to time has been very great. Immediately after the Reform Bill 
688 were admitted, registered as electors, and voted at the general election next ensuing. 
There was, however, as already mentioned, a petition presented against the return at that 
election ; and it appears from the report of the proceedings before the Committee in 
Perry & Knapp’s election cases, that these 688 voters were objected to, as not being 
admitted six months before the election (as required by the Act 4 Geo. IV. ch. 55.), and 
for occasionality, and that the Committee struck them off the poll. 

.Since Mr. Lynch was appointed, the number whose claims have been allowed are as 
follows : — 



6tli October 1841 
13t!i „ „ - 

1st December „ 

6tli „ „ - 

12tli December 1842 



398 tradesmen 
125 „ 

389 fishermen 
7 tradesmen 
3 „ 

7 fishermen 
2o tradesmen 



12!b December 1844 

16tb „ „ - - 

12th June 1846 

loth 3'Iarch 1847 - 

10th „ „ 

13th January 1852 
12tli February 1856 



- 60 tradesmen 

- 13 

- 38 



- 29 

- 101 
- 126 



The admission by Mr. Lynch, however, merely confers the right of freedom, and in 
order to vote at elections for members of Parliament, it is further necessary to be registered 
before the Assistant Barrister of the county. Whether, under the provisions of the 
General Registration Act, 13 & 14 Victoria, chap. 69, be has power to refuse to register a 
freeman who has been admitted by Mr. Lynch, seems to be considered uncertain ; but 
except in the case of the Claddagh fishermen, whom, in deference to the opinion of the 
then law advisers of the Crown, Mr. Lynch had. admitted, and who were afterwards 
rejected from the register of voters by the then Assivstant Barrister, we could not ascertain 
any instance in which this officer, if he possesses the right, has ever exercised it. There is, 
however, an instance of persons being registered as freemen who had never been admitted 
by Mr. Lynch, which arose from the provisions of the Registration Act being held 
to coerce the Revising Barrister to register any claimant, unless his notice of claim had 
been previously met by an objection in the manner prescribed by the 26th section of that 
statute. 

The only other matter which occurs to us as important to mention in connexion with 
the constituency is the fact that the great mass of the electors are of Liberal politics ; 
that the candidates since the Reform Bill (with, as we are informed, but one exception) 
have been of similar opinions ; and that the contests are generally not those of rival 
political parties, but of individuals belonging to different sections of the Liberal party. 

The elections have generally been contested, and appear to have been at all periods 
attended with very considerable expense. Immediately after the Reform Bill a contest 
took place, at which Mr. Andrew Henry Lynch, Mr. Lachlan M'Lachlan, and 
Mr. Martin Joseph Blake were candidates ; the last of whom, in his evidence before us, 
estimated that the election and a subsequent petition cost him about 5,000^., one half 
of which ho attributed to the expenses of the election. Another contested election in 
1837j in which this gentleman was again returned, was also expensive, though, from the 
poll not being kept open the full time, less so than it otherwise would have been. And 
in February 1847, u contest between Mr. Monahan, the then Solicitor General for 
Ireland, and Mr. Anthony O’Flaherty, for a single seat, vacant by the death of Sir 
Valentine Blake, was marked by a great expenditure of money. Sir. O’Flaherty 
stated in his evidence that, although he was at this election the popular candidate, and 
had been invited to contest the representation with a promise that he should be returned 
without expense, he discovered, sometime after the election, that the expenditure on 
his behalf amounted to L500^. ; a sum which, however large, is estimated to have been 
considerably less than the expenses of the other candidate. Though not at liberty, 
for the reasons already mentioned, to enter into the particulars of these elections, 
enough appeared in evidence to establish that the large sums of money which they cost 
the candidates, arose from treating and other illegal expenditure by their supporters, very 
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often carried on without the knowledge of the candidates themselves, until some time 
after the election had terminated. n ^ .1 ^ t i 

The next contest which occurred was at the general election m tne montn or July 
1852. There were three candidates, all of liberal politics, namely, Mr. Anthony 
O’Flaherty and Mr. Martin Joseph Blake, who had been the sitting^ members in the 
previous Parliament, and Lord Dunkellin, the eldest son of the Marquis of Claimcarde, 
a considerable proprietor in the rural district of the comity of the town of Galway. 
The result of the poll was the return of the two former by considerable majorities, the 
votes for each candidate, according to the poll books returned by the sheriff to the 
Hanaper office, being as follows : for Mr. O’Fiaherty, 632 ; for Mr. M. J . Blake, 411 ; for 
Lord Dunkellin, 272. ^ *.• 

Mr. O’Flaherty, who was at the head of the poll, appears to have been at the time 
extremely popular, and his own expenditure at this election did not exceed the legal 
expenses. An additional sum, raised by subscription, is stated also to have been paid 
to advance his interest by some of his ffieiids. 

The expenditure on the part of Lord Dunkellin amounted to no less a suni than 2 ,UUUi. 
His acrents and friends, for some time before the election, organized and continued an open 
and undisguised system of treating, and supplied the freemen not only with beer and 
whiskey in public-houses, but also with provisions for consumption at home. A similar 
expenditure was carried on for the benefit of persons who, though not freemen, were 
supposed to associate with and influence them, until, in the language of Mr. tynn, a 
resectable merchant, “ the town was taken possession of by Lord Duiikellm’s adherents. 
Besides expenditure of the character which has been described, on the day ot polhng 
direct money bribery of the freemen was also resorted to ; and Mr. John Henry Blake, 
asentleman resident in the county, a friend and supporter of the Clanncarde family, 
paid among them a considerable sum. The plan adopted was to issue a paper ticlpt 
to the freeman upon his voting, sealed with Mr. John H. Blake s seal, and on which 
was written the number of pounds which the person was to receive ; this being^pre- 
sented through an aperture which had been made in m inner dopr of a house 111 JNuns 
Island, or later in the day through a similar aperture in a house m Mary Street, where 
the committee rooms were, the voter received in exchange for the ticket the suin ol 
money marked upon it. Of these tickets Mr. Blake preserved and produced 68, on which 
were written sums of money varying from one pound to ten pounds, amounting in all 
to 2651 The ten pound tickets, Mr. Blake stated, probably represented the sum to be 
paid to two voters. . 

Lord Dunkellin (whom, owing to absence in India, we could not examine) was present 
in Galway during this election in 1852, and it cannot be supposed that he was ignorant 
that a considerable sum of money was being expended by his friends ; but nothing 
appeared in evidence before us to show his direct participation m, or knowledge ot, the 
corrupt practices which caused that expenditure. _ , tm , i.i 

The same election cost the third candidate, Mr. Martin Joseph Blake, more than 
1 200/. This gentleman, after the dissolution, had been called upon_ by a requisition 
signed by the Roman Catholic bishop, by many of the Roman Catholic clergy, and by 
many of the most influential electors, again to contest the representation. His inends, 
however, appear to have found that, notwithstanding the powerful support pledged to him 
by this requisition, the popularity obtained by Lord Dunkellin from^^ his expenditure 
could only be counteracted by the adoption of similar means. “ ^hen, says Mr. fynn. 
whose name has been already mentioned, and who was one of Mr. Blake s most influential 
supporters, “Mr. Blalce decided on coming forward, Mr. Joyce and myself made, a 
“ canvass and we went to the committee room, and were there deliberating on our plans, 
“ and we 'saw that the popular clamour was so strong that we should take some steps to 
“ produce a reaction, and there and then it was decided that orders should be given. 
Accordingly, from that time an extensive system, partly of treating, and partly ot dis- 
tributing orders on shopkeepers for whiskey, meal, bread, tea, or sugar, to the extent 
specified in the order, was put into operation, in which not only the freemen, but other 
persons who, though not voters, could aid in creating excitement, or influencmg those 
who were electors, shared. Many of these orders were signed by Mr. ihos. G. Clare, 
and the full particulars will be found in the evidence of Mr. Murphy, one ot the 
conducting agents for Mr. Blake. There were also some direct money payments made 
to freemen, and, in particular, some butchers received after the election was over, as a 
reward partly for their votes and partly for their turbulence during the election, 9b/. 
This distribution of goods and treating was accompanied by an agitation against Cord 
Dunkellin, who was the only Protestant among the candidates, founded upon the 
popular excitement caused by some riots at Stockport, m which the Roman Catholic 

b 
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churches , were injured, .and which mattery it 'is stated jn the evidence before us, was 
used as a topic against Lord Dunkellin with the more effect from the circumstance that 
Lord Clanvicarde happened to be one of the commissioners to give the Royal assent- to 
the Ecclesiastical Titles Bill. The Conservative . party also, on whose votes Lord 
Dunkellin had reckoned, determined, in consequence of Lord Clanricarde not sup- 
porting their candidate in the county, to oppose him, and give their support to Mi\ M. J. 
Blake; and these circumstances enabled Mr. M. J. Blake to- defeat Lord Dunkellin, 
notwithstanding the larger expenditure of the latter candidate. 

The mode in which the money was supplied to meet the expenditure on the part of 
Mr. M. J. Blake is deserving of observation. He had in his addresses and speeches advo- 
cated purity in the conduct of elections, and expressed himself strongly opposed . to all 
corrupt practices. He had done .the same at the former contests in which he had. been 
engaged, and even gone so far, as he. states in, the evidence, as' to declare that he would 
]my none but legal expenses ; yet by his supporters, who seem to have wholly disregarded 
Ins declarations, and incurred liabilities without his sanction, he had been involved in an 
outlay far beyond,, and for purposes very different from legal expenses. And whether it 
was from observing that these liabilities, thus incurred against Mr. Blake’s public decla- 
rations, had nevertheless been discharged by him on former occasions, or from some other 
cause not disclosed in evidence, certainly it does seem that in. 1852, when this system 
of treating and giving orders was put into operation, and subsequently when provision 
was to be made for payment of the liabilities to shopkeepers so incurred, no misgiving 
as to being i-epaid by Mr. M. J. Blake occurred to those acting on his behalf. And 
accordingly, after the election had terminated, the various expenses were met by bills 
of exchange to which Mr. Lynn, Mr. Joyce, and Mr. Murphy were parties, and the 
amount so raised and its application have been fully stated by Mr. Murphy in the 
following account proved by him in evidence. 



Kcceivoil by Mr. Murphy. 

1852. 

August 7. Ji s. d. £ s. d. 

Amount of acceptance of 
Mr. Peter A. Flynn of 
Mr. Murphy’s draft, en- 
dorsed j)y Mr. Pierce 
Joyce - - - 758 0 0 

D(‘diict discount 8 2 4 

749 17 8 

llednct sums advanced by 
Mr. Pierce -Joyce to Clare 
and Printers, and stopped 
from Mr. Murphy - - 40 0 0 

Nett proceeds of this bill 
retained by Mr. Murphy - - - 709 17 8 

1853. 

January 19. 

Amount of acceptance of 

Mr. Piorec Joyce - - 276 18 10 

Beduct discount and cash 
advanced by Mr. Peter 
Fynn during election - 10 6 0 



Nett proceeds of this bill 
received by Mr. Murphy - - - 266 12 10 

To further cash received 

from Mr. Joyce - - - - 15 0 0 



Paid by Mr. Murphy. 

■ ' . £ s. d. 

To the solicitors employed - - 160 10 0 

To various shopkeepers and other-persons 
for goods &nd entertainment supplied 
both to electors and non-electors, on 
orders or by directions of friends of 
Mr. Blake - - . - . - 383 0. 6 

Cash paid, street agents . - 21 18' 6 

Cash paid to clerks and door-keepdrs - 23 5 ' 2 
Paid for securing a mob from the com-' • 
mencement to the termination of the,, 
election - - - ^ - 56 0 0 

Amount paid bringing' out voters from ad- 
joining counties, &c. - - - ' 25 0 ' 0 

Stationery,- &c. - - - 8 0 0 

Paid to meet orders of Thomas G.- Clare . • : , 

on shopkeepers - - • - - 175' 0 0 

Amount of cash paid to voters - 13 0 0 

To further agents - - - 18 14 0 

To Patrick Greany, to pay the butchers - 96 -0 0 
"^’’arious cash payments - - - 1 1 2 4 



The money having been raised and applied in the manner described, Mr. Martin Joseph 
Blake, in order, as he states, to prevent pecuniary loss to Mr. Joyce, repaid him the 
amount, and idso afterwards paid further sums, amounting to more than 200/. But, 
except by repaying in this manner the money advanced, and so subsequently adopting 
the acts of his friends, Mr. M. J, Blake appears to have had no connexion with, and given 
no sanction to their proceedings. 

From what we have stated, it will be seen that the extensive prevalence of corrupt 
practices at this election is clearly established in evidence ; but we bave found great 
difficulty in ascertaining the names of the persons who were guilty of them. Several of 
the most active agents for Lord Dunkellin, in distributing the money expended on his 
behalf, have since emigrated to America or the colonies ; the tickets preserved by 
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Mr. John' Hem*y Blake do hot contain' the names of’ the persons to -whom they were 
ffiv-eh'; and thh death and removal from the"jieighbonrhood of many of the freemen who 
had votes in 1852, create a further obstacle to minute inquiry at this period ; and from 
these various reasons, as also from the natural operation of the lapse of time in destroying 
evidence, the schedules to our report for this 'felection can be regarded as only a very 
imperfect approximation to the' number of those who at that time gave or received money 
dr other valuable consideration for votes. It appeared, however, very clearly that the 
expenditure of Lord Dunkellin and Mr. M. J. Blake at this election, so far as it related 
to electors, was almost exclusively upon' freemen, and caused by the necessity of 
co'rruptly influencing a very large number of them in order to secure their support. But 
it was also established in evidence that Mr. O’Flaherty, on whose part no illegal expen- 
diture took place, received a larger number of votes from freemen than either of the 
other candidates. . , -xi. 

Next in succession to the election of 1852 was the general election ot 1857, witu 
respect to which, from its recent occurrence, we have been able to obtain very 
full information. On the • dissolution of Parliament Mr. Martin Joseph Blake retired. 
Mr. Anthony O’Fiaherty, the other member, again •sought the representation. Lord 
Dunkellin, who had been defeated in 1852, and Lieutenant-Colonel Patrick Theodore 
French, an officer of the. East India Company’s service, by birth and family connected 
with the town of Galway, were the other candidates who went to the poll. Lord 
Dunkellin was not during any part of the contest in this country, being then and 
for some time previously in India, serving on thb staff of the Governor General; but he 
was represented by Sir Thomas Burke, Bart,, his relative, who himself was then a 
candidate, and is now member for, the county of Galway. , . , . . 

Immediately on the dissolution occurring, Lieutenant-Colonel I rench had intimated 
his intention to become a candidate, but oh hearing from the Rev. Mr. Roche, a Roinan 
Catholic' clergyman, that the contest, in order to be successful, was likely to be expensive, 
he retired. On his retirement the friends of Mr. Patrick J. Blake, one of tier 
Majestv’s Counsel, by birth and family connected with the town, put him forward as a 
candidate. Subsequently this gentleman arrived in Galway and canvassed some of the 
constituency ; and the result was that, after conference with his friends and supporters, 
he withdrew his claims. ' , 

During the period while ' Mr. P. J. Blake was a candidate, sonie incidents occurred 
which, as they are illustrative of the system pursued at contests- iu Galway, deserve to 
be recorded. Mr. Wm. Henry Butler, one of his supporters, endeavoured, but without 
the knowledge or sanction of Mr. Blake, to negotiate among the freeinen pecuniary arrange- 
ments for their votes. This gentleman states, that on one occasion a list was brought 
to him by a number of shoemakers (freemen), containing 23 names, which, as he 
describes, they multiplied by 5, and demanded 115^., or 5^. a man. On another occapon 
several butchers (also freemen) brought him' a list professing to give the names ot 21 
persons of that trade, and on his calling over the names in the list 16 answered, who 
proposed to undertake for themselves and the remaining flve then absent. _ After some 
conference, on hearing from Mr. Butler that be' desired plumpers and not divided votes, 
they demanded 210/., or 10/. a man; one of ' them,, however, named Edward ’Waldron, 

expressing his opinion that -5/. a man should 'satisfy them. 

Mr. P. J. Blake retired on the moniiug 'of Friday, the 27tli day of March, aiui his 
retirement appears to have produced great discontent among a portion of the consti- 
tuency, who immediately sought for another, candidate, borne of _ them went on a 
deputation to Sir Thomas Redington, at his residence about eiglityniles from Galway; 
others telegraphed to London for Lieutenant-Colonel French again to come forward, 
Various reasons for the' desire among a portion "of the constituency to have a contest 
have been assigned by witnesses. Some attribute it to the desire of a number of the freemen 
to necessitate an' expenditure of money similar to that which had taken place on former 
occasions, in which they might have an opportunity of sharing ; others to the hostility 
of some active, persons holding the political opinions of the party termed the ‘ Inde- 
pendent Opposition” to Mr. O’Flaherty ' for his support of the Governinent; others to 
discontent among the freemen that Mr. O’Flaherty had exercised his political patronage 
for the benefit of the ratepayers. The probability is that all these various motives operated 
simultaneously, though on different parties, and the result was the deterrmiiation oi 
a considerable portion of the constituency, consisting chiefly of freemen, to start a 
candidate. . 

On receiving the telegraphic, message Lieutenant-Colonel French determined to coine 

forward again as' a candidate. He arrived in Dublin from London on Saturd^, the 
28th of March, and on’ the Sunday following, accompanied by Mr. Martiiv Francis 
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O’Flaherty, an attorney connected with Galway, and a decided supporter of the 
political party termed the Independent Opposition, he proceeded to Galway to make 
arrangements for the contest. On the same Sunday evening on which Lieutenant- 
Colonel French arrived in Galway, Sir Thomas Burke who, as already mentioned, repre- 
sented Lord Dunkellin during the election, and who appears to have thought, after the 
retirement of Mr. Blake, that there would be no contest, went to the committee room 
and learned what had occurred. He had previously, as he states, canvassed the town 
and found all the respectable inhabitants, with few exceptions, determined to vote for 
Lord Dunkellin, and most of them also inclined to give their second votes to 
Mr. O’Flaherty. But notwithstanding, on examining the list of promises obtained for 
Lord Dunkellin, he judged that, to make success secure, he required the votes of 200 
freemen. Measures were then taken to effect that object, by obtaining the votes of 
at least 100 freemen from the supporters of Colonel French, and of 100 from the 
su pporters of Mr. O’Flaherty. 

The mode in which this object was effected, as regards the freemen who supported 
Mr. O’Flaherty, seems to have been as follows : — A sum of 250/. was raised from one 
of the local banks, upon a bill drawn by Mr. Thomas Moore Persse, a gentleman 
resident in the town, and accepted by Sir T^omias Burke. This sum Mr. Persse received, 
and for the purpose of obtaining the requisite support from this quarter, he gave the 
money to Dr. Browne, a local physician, who from personal friendship was a most active 
supporter of Mr. Anthony O’Flaherty, to be distributed by him among the freemen. 
On the other hand, the support which was required from_ the freemen of Lieutenant- 
Colonel French’s party seems to have been obtained chiefly through the exertions of 
Mr. John Semple, a builder and architect, whose own feelings were iii favour of 
Lieutenant-Colonel French rather than of Mr. O’Flaherty, and whose business bringing 
him constantly into connexion with carpenters, smiths, masons, and other tradesmen, 
gave him great personal influence among the freemen. And in addition to the influence 
exerted in favour of Lord Dunkellin, both by Dr. Browne and Mr. Semple, among the 
freemen, Mr. Richard Carter, a local land agent and receiver of the rents of Lord 
Clanricarde’s estates in the county of the town of Galway, was also engaged in 
negotiating on his behalf for their votes. 

There can be no question that, with the great majority of the freemen canvassed by 
Mr. Semple and Mr. Carter, there was either an express agreement or a tacit under- 
standing that money was to be paid for their votes ; and accordingly, about six weeks 
or two months after the election, Mr. Semple paid each of those who had been induced 
by him to vote, the sum of thirty shillings. A list has been furnished by him containing 
the names of 98 persons so paid ; but subsequently in the course of the evidence some 
deductions were made from this number. Many of the persons on Mr. Semple’s list 
had also been canvassed by Mr. Carter ; but on an examination of lists furnished by 
Mr. Carter with that furnished by Mr. Semple, we calculate that there are about 50 
freemen not paid by Mr. Semple or any other person who may be considered to have 
been influenced by Mr. Carter’. These persons, although they as yet have received no 
money, unquestionably expect it, and Mr. Carter states in his evidence that he 
considers himself responsible to them for it. Indeed, in one instance, with 1 6 butchers, 
he had an express contract to pay 4/. a head for their votes. Some of these freemen, 
when examined before us, complained of the delay in this payment, and said that the 
issuing of the Commission to inquire into corrupt practices had been assigned as an 
excuse for such delay. 

We have already mentioned that Dr. Browne received from Mr. Thomas Moore Persse 
250/., to procure by that means divided votes for Lord Dunkellin from the freemen 
supporting Mr. O’Flaherty. The same gentleman also received from Mr. Bernard 
O’Flaherty (the person intrusted with the pecuniary an-angements for Mr. Anthony 
O’Flaherty) a further sum of 200/., and appears to have treated both sums as a common 
fund, for freemen who voted either for Lord Dunkellin and Mr. O’Flaherty, or for 
Mr. O’Flaherty alone ; there being, however, of the latter but few. 

’l.’hc distribution of these two sums of 250/. and 200/. was effected in the following 
manner: — Each voter on proceeding to the polling booth was furnished with a card on 
which was printed the name of Mr. O’J'laherty, with a blank space beneath to be filled 
with the name of the second candidate for whom he intended to vote. The name of the 
voter and his number on the register were wTitten on the card by one of Mr. O’Flaherty ’s 
agents, either at the tally-room or at the polling booth. After the voter had recorded 
his vote his card was initialed b}' an agent in the booth, who also inscribed upon it the 
name of the second candidate for whom the voter had polled. The card was then taken 
by the voter to the house of a person named Good, and presented to Dr. Browne, who 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




remained there during a portion of the day. If on examination of the card it appeared 
that the elector had voted either for Mr. O’Flaherty alone, or for Mr. O Flaherty and 
Lord Dunkellin, a wax seal was affixed to the card by Dr. Browne. If the voter had 
eiven his second vote to Lieutenant-Colonel French, Dr. Browne refusect to seal the card. 
The card if sealed, was next taken by the bearer to the house of a baker named John 
Oliver a very active supporter of Mr. O’Flaherty. In an inner hall or apartment of this 
house,’ a small aperture had been made through a glass window pane over a door. 
Though this aperture, or “ pigeon-hole,” as it appeared to be generally termed by the 
witnesses, the voter inserted his card, and received in exchange a sum of 2i. in notes from 
a nerson concealed within, whom we believe to have been a female of Oliver’s family. 

We have not been able precisely to ascertain the number who received money at this 
window. It appeared indeed that some of the voters who were bribed did not present 
themselves at this window on the day of the election, but received the money at Oliver s 
subsequently. Dr. Browne estimated the entire number of^ persons for whom he had 
sealed cards at 130, but having unfortunately lost a complete list which he had previously 
in his possession, he was only able to furnish us with an imperfect list of 102 such 
persons; in which, however, there were a few errors. Of the 130 for whoni cards were 
sealed, there seem to have been not more than four not freemen, and there is no doubt 
that very nearly the entire number received money for their votes, either on the day ot 
the election at the pigeon-hole, or subsequently from Oliver. _ i j • 

Besides the sums paid away in this manner, a further portion of the money placed in 
the hands of Dr. Browne was disbursed through the agency of a person named Hyland, 
a stranger, who arrived from Dublin on the polling day. We failed to obtain any in- 
formation about this person, sufficient to enable us to trace bis residence, or secure his 
attendance as a witness. It appears that he walked through the streets of the town 
during a part of the polling day, distributing money to electors and other persons 
indicated to him for that purpose. The object of this expenditure was stated to be, to 
dispel an impression which had been spread abroad to the prejudice of Mr. O Haherty 
that he had no money available for the purposes of the election. It was suggested that 
a great part of the money given to Hyland had been appropriated to his own use. _ ihis, 
of courk, we were, under the circumstances, unable to ascertain ; but it is a singular 
fact that, notwithstanding the great number of witnesses examined, we did not discover 
a single instance of any money having been received from this person. ^ ,. 

The election expenses of Mr. O’Flaherty at this contest, as passed before the Election 
Auditor, we could not ascertain, the account of them having, as the Auditor stated, been 
detained by the Parliamentary committee in London ; but his actual expenditure was 
estimated by himself at a sum of nearly 400^. Some of his supporters, however, who 
were examined as witnesses, stated that they had disbursed further sums of their own 



money to promote his return. , . , , . j 

The expenditure of Lord Dunkellin at this contest was stated m the account passed 
before the Auditor to amount to a sum of only 36R 4s. 9d. But, as we have already 
mentioned, it appeared in evidence that the actual amount expended on his behali ly to 
the time of our inquiry was 1,2.501 The application of this sum was by no means iuily 
accounted for before us, but we have no doubt that, besides the money expended 
in direct bribery of the freemen, there were large sums also disbursed m treating and 
in securing popularity, not merely among electors, but also among those who had no 

™iriias already been mentioned that Sir Thomas Burke represeMed Lord Dunkellin, who 
was in India, during this election. This he did at the request of Lord Clanricarde, Lord 
Dunkellin’ s father, who had requested him to ascertain the feelings of the cmstitumcy, 
and if he found them favourable, to put forward Lord Dunkellin as a candidate. Lord 
Clanricarde having given this authority to Sir Thomas Burke, appears to have taken no 
part in the conduct of the election, and the subsequent proceedings which took place were, 
BO far as we could ascertain, directed by Sir Thomas Burke. Fhe outlay was supplied 
during or affier the election, by the land agent of the estates of Lord Clmncarde. At 
the time when the Commission was opened, Lord Clanricarde was on the Continent ; he, 
however, arrived in Dublin, as we afterwards learned, on the 14th October, tlm day on 
which we had finally closed the examination of witnesses; and on the 17th October 
addressed to us a letter intimating his readiness to attend for examination, if we required 
it. As, however, nothing appeared before us to show that Lord Clanricarde knew_ any- 
thing of the details of the election, and as Sir Thomas Burke, who was well acqumnted 
with them, had given his evidence in the most candid manner, we did not teel it 
necessary to re-assemble and re-open the Commission in the town oi Oalway, where 
alone we had jurisdiction, for the mere purpose of examining this nobleman. 
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On the part of Lieutenant-Colonel French individually no illegal expenditure appears to 
have been sanctioned, but two or three of his supporters laid out about 70/., principally in 
treating, and in some instances also in supplying meal and articles of that description to 
freemen, and in a few instances in giving small cash payments to them. The amount 
of his expenditure vouched before the Auditor was 152/. 6s. lOc/., but the actual 
amount proved to have been paid, was 334/. 4s. 

The result of the polling, as it appears from the official return of the sheriff, was 
as follows : — 

For Lord Dunkellin - - 646 

For Mr. O’Flaherty - - - 508 

For Lt.-Col. French - - - 433 

An analysis made by the agent of one of the candidates examined before us, the 
accuracy of which was not disputed, estimates the proportion in which the freemen 
voted for each of these candidates as follows : — 

For Lt.-Col. French - - 322 

For Loi’d Dunkellin - - 306 

For Mr. O’Flaherty - - - 184 

As in 1852, so also in 1857, the expenditure of money for votes was almost exclusively 
among the freemen. There are but three ratepayers and one leaseholder proved in 
evidence to have taken any money for their votes, and but one case (that of a proposition 
to some rural tenants of the Alliance Insurance Company) of a negotiation with any 
elector not a freeman for the purchase of votes. Indeed, the only imputations made 
against any portion of the constituency other than the freemen, consisted of vague 
general charges against the gentry and richer classes of preferring places and offices 
to public principles, and sorne more specific allegations, resting, however, on rumour, 
of direct bargaining by a very few of the gentry for their support at elections ante- 
cedent to those into which we were inquiring. 

The exact proportion of the freemen who receive money or other valuable consideration 
for their votes, it is difficult to ascertain. Some witnesses assert that with nearly the 
entire class payment is the rule, and nonpayment is the exception ; others estimate the 
corrupt portion at four -fifths, others at half, and others much lower. The names of 
179 freemen who in 1857 received money or other valuable consideration for their 
votes w’ill be found in Schedule D. annexed to our Report; but as Dr, Browne was 
unable to give the names of 28 of the persons for whom he sealed cards, and as we 
failed, from various causes appearing in the evidence (and in particular in consequence 
of removal from the locality or inability to trace their residences), to obtain the 
attendance of many freemen who might have afforded information, this cannot be 
considered a complete list. Nor if it were, would it, in our opinion, afford a perfect 
measure of the extent to which corrupt inducements operate on the class, for the circum- 
stances of the last election are, as will be seen from what we have already stated, peculiar, 
and persons who then voted without receiving anything for their votes had no scruple 
in accepting bribes in 1852. Even the imperfect schedule we can present for the 
election of 1852 discloses the names of 32 such freemen. There are also to be taken 
into account in this estimate others -who, although they have as yet received no money, 
voted either under a direct promise from Mr. Richard Carter, or a tacit understanding 
with him that they were to receive it ; and omitting from his lists all who are by us 
classified as actually receiving corrupt consideration in 1857 or 1852, we calculate 
that there are about 39 such persons. We should further observe, that others, who were 
not shown to have actually received or been promised any corrupt consideration, 
appeared, nevertheless, to have been negotiating for the sale of their votes. 

The result, therefore, is that, notwithstanding the difficulties which surround such an 
inquiry as the present, it is in our opinion established in evidence before us, that of the 
freemen now on the existing register there are 179 who received at the last election 
money or other -s-alnable consideration for their votes ; 39 who received promises of 
money not yet fulfilled; and 32 who, although they received no money in 1857, were 
bribed in 1852 ; nmking 250 of the registered freemen who are proved, either in 1852 or 
1857, to have given their votes for a corrupt inducement — a number which, however 
large, yet does not, in our opinion, for the reasons already stated, by anj' means include 
all those W'ho have at the two elections been corruptly influenced in the exercise of the 
franchise. 

Many of the payments made are no doubt alleged to have been given as compensation 
for loss of time, and those various services in support of the candidate, which it is the 
habit to designate by the general term, agency. In some instances this is bond Jide^ 
and being so considered by us, we have omitted the persons who received money under 
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sudi circumstances from the Schedules to our Report ; but in far the greater proportion of 
such cases it is a colourable pretext, intended to disguise the real nature of the transaction 
and evade the statutes against bribery. There is, however, no doubt, and it is one of the 
most unfortunate results of the 'system, that for a considerable period before an election, a 
general interruption of industry and employment takes place among the freemen. The more 
influential convene meetings of those whom they can, or hope to, influence ; make out lists 
of voters for whom they undertake to answer; and endeavour to negotiate with the agents 
of the various candidates for the sale of votes. That these lists often contain the names 
of persons who did not authorize them, has been suggested; but the system is too firmly, 
established and too openly carried on, to leave any doubt on our minds that in the great 
majoi-ity of instances the parties named are well aware of the whole proceeding. And 
accordingly money is given on the faith of these lists, and to treat and entertain those 
represented upon them as combined together. In this way, and by this habit of acting 
in bodies in concert, a constant excitement is kept up ; and the poorer tradesmen and 
artizans, having no capital or property whatever, earning their subsistence by daily labour 
and wholly dependent upon it, abandon their, employments for the treating and other 
temptations held out to them, and, except by obtaining money from the candidates whom 
they support, have no means of repairing to themselves and their families the pecuniary 
loss thus occasioned. . 

That there are among the freemen many solvent and respectable for their class m life 
is unquestionable ; but the great majority evidently belong to a very humble class, and a 
considerable number of those whom we examined, exhibited the appearance of poverty. 
Indeed, so far was this from being denied, that it w'as urged by several witnesses as a reason 
and excuse for the receipt of pecuniary assistance by the freemen. _ And it certainly 
is not improbable, as was also suggested in evidence, that it is their poverty, and a 
notion that mechanics and artizans may not unfairly claim some compensation for loss 
of time, which have induced persons of station in society in this constituency, to 
view the distribution of money and provisions amon^ the freemen at the time of_ an 
election, if not without scruple, certainly with very mitigated feelings of disapprobation. 

From wdiat has been already stated, it will be seen that at the various elections 
respecting which evidence was given before us, treating carried on by opening whiskey 
and provision shops for the humbler class of voters, generally freemen, and for other 
supporters of the candidates, though not voters, has extensively prevailed. There exists 
also a habit of distributing small sums of money among the same class of persons, 
professedly to procure similar entertainment for themselves and their friends, but which 
of course can be applied in any other way that may please the parties receiving them. 

In the course of the evidence various opinions have been expressed by witnesses as to 
the remedies for the prevalence of the corrupt practices which have notoriously prevailed’^' ; 
some suggesting a more rigid test of qualification in the freemen ; others, their total 
disfranchisement ; others, their disfranchisement accompanied by an enactment lowering 
the qualification of the ratepayers. As these inquiries are beyond the scope of our 
authority, although we have allowed the evidence to be given, and to be recorded, we do 
not express any opinion in reference to such suggestions. 

It now only remains for us to report to Your Majesty what we have found in reference 
to the matters submitted for our consideration. 

We find that at the general election in the year 1847, Anthony O’Flaherty and 
Martin Joseph Blake were returned without a contest, and without any corrupt practice 
on the part of themselves or their agents, or of any other person. 

We find that at the general election in the year 1852, Anthony O’Flaherty aird 
Martin Joseph Blake were returned without any corrupt practice on the part of the said 
Anthony O’Flaherty ; but that on behalf of Martin Joseph Blake a considerable extent 
of treating and distribution of orders for goods, and some direct money payments for 
votes, prevailed ; ail which corrupt practices we find occurred without the knowledge or 
consent of the said Martin Joseph Hake. 

We find that at the same election, on behalf of Lord Dunkellin, an organized and 
extensive system of treating and bribery prevailed ; but there is no evidence before us 
to show his participation in such corrupt practices. 

We find that at the election which took place in the year 1857, Lord Dunkehin and 
Anthony O’ Flaherty were returned, and that, on behalf of both members, treating and 
direct money bribery prevailed ; but we find that such corrupt practices were without 



* The principal evidence on this subject will be found in the answers to the questions numbered 2403 to 
2413, 2421 to 2430, 2444, 3193 to 8203, 3453 to 3478, 3504, 3753 to 3760, 3791, 3801 to 3808, 4568 to 4597, 
4761 to 4764, 4809, 6336 to 6347, 6353 to 6363, 6676 to 6690, 6971, 8257 to 8261. 
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the knowledge or consent of either the said Lord Dunkellin or the said Anthony 
O’Flaherty. 

We find that on behalf of Lieutenant-Colonel French there existed to a small extent 
some treating, distribution of goods in lieu of money, and a few small money payments 
to voters ; but we find that such corrupt practices were without the knowledge or 
consent of the said Lieutenant-Colonel French. 

We have in the Schedule marked A. to this our Report annexed set forth the names 
of all persons who were at the election of 1852 guilty of corrupt practices, by giving 
money or other valuable consideration to purchase, or for the purpose of purchasing, 
votes. 

We have in the Schedule marked B. to this our Report annexed set forth the names of 
all persons who at the same election of 1852 were gnilty of corrupt practices, by 
receiving money or other valuable consideration for having given or to induce them 
to give their votes. 

We have in the Schedule marked C. set forth the names of all persons who were 
guilty of corrupt, practices at the election of 1857, by giving money or other valuable 
consideration to purchase, or for the purpose of purchasing, votes. 

We have in the Schedule marked D. to this our Report annexed set forth the names of 
all persons who at the same election of 1857 were guilty of corrupt practices, by receiving 
money or other valuable consideration for having given or to induce them to give 
their votes. 

Finally, we report to Your Majesty that for a long period corrupt practices have 
prevailed at contested elections for members to serve in Parliament for the county of the 
town of Galway. 

We subjoin the evidence taken before us. 

All which we humbly submit to Your Majesty’s gracious consideration. 

JOHN THOS. BALL. 
JOHN LEAHY. 

PIERS F. WHITE. 
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SCHEDULE A. 

List of Persons who in 1852 were guilty of Corrupt Practices by giving Money or 
other valuable Consideration to purchase or for the purpose of purchasing Votes. 



Blake, John Henry. 

Burke, Sir Thomas J., Bart. 
Carter, Richard. 

Clare, Thomas G. 

CoNSiDiNE, Edward. 

Cross, Samuel. 

Dolan, Nicholas. 

Fynn, Peter Austin. 

Glynn, Matthew. 

Greany, Patrick. 

Hale, John. 

Hayes, — . 



Hickey, Patrick. 

Jo YES, Richard Thomas, 
Joyce, Pierce. 

Lally, Thomas. 

Lynch, Andrew. 

M'Dermott, Nicholas. 
M‘Dermott, Patrick. 
Murphy, Patrick George. 
O’Shaughnessy, James Cook. 
Sullivan, Bartholomew. 
Young, James. 



SCHEDULE B. 



List of Voters who in 1852 were guilty of Corrupt Practices by receiving Money or 
other valuable Consideration for having given or to induce them to give their Votes. 



Burke, Martin (Cooper). 
*Cain, John. 

*Callaghan, James. 
^Callaghan, John. 
*Caxlaghan, Luke. 

Carrick, Patrick. 

*CoDYRE, Martin. 

*CosTELLo, Hugh. 

*CosTELLO, Michael. 

*Cox, John. 

*CuRRBEN, James. 

*Delany, Anthony. 

*Dempsey, Thomas. 

*Egan, John (ButcLer). 
*Egan, John (Stonemason). 
*Faherty, Mortimer. 
*Farrell, James (Ratepayer). 
*Finegan, Barry. 

Fleming, Edward. 

*Francis, Patrick. 

Gaffey, Thomas. 

*Gamble, William. 

Gaynor, Thomas. 

*Geraghty, John. 

•Gillespie, John. 

*Glynn, Michael (Weaver). 
•Gregory, Thomas. 

•Hall, Robert. 

•Halloran, John. 

•Hart, Henry. 

Heany, John. 

•Henehan, Patrick. 

•Henery, Tho mas , 

•Holland, Thomas. 



•Hughes, John. 

•Kelly, Joseph. 

•Kerrigan, Thojias. 

•Kinneen, Patrick. 

•Kirwan, Mark, Sen. 

•Lally, Thomas. 

•Lee, Edward. 

•M'Auley, William. 

M'Cann, Thomas. 

•M'Dermott, Terence. 

•M'Lean, Alexander. 
•M'Namara, Patrick. 
•M'Namara, Thomas. 

•Mahony, Patrick. 

•Mannion, John. 

•Murray, John. 

•Murphy, Joseph. 

Murphy, Nicholas. 

O’Brien, Thomar. 
•Prendergast, James. 

•Regan, Joseph. 

•Rocheort, James. 

Ryder, Charles. 

•Sullivan, Michael. 

•Sullivan, Patrick. 

•Sullivan, Thomas. 

•Toole, James. 

Toole, Patrick. 

•Waldron, Edward. 

•Walsh, Daniel. 

•Walsh, John. 

•Walsh, Timothy. 

•Ward, Patrick (College Road). 



The names of those voters marked with an asterisk are on the registry of October 
1856, which was in operation at the election of 1857 ; and all the voters in the foregoing 
list are, with one exception, freemen. 

c. 
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SCHEDULE C. 



List of Persons mho in 1857 mere guilty of Corrupt Practices ly giving Money or 
other valuable Consideration to purchase or for the purpose of purchasing Votes. 



Bbowne, James Valentine. 
Bueke, Sir Thomas J., Baet. 
Butler, William Henrt. 
Carroll, John. 

Carter, Richard. 

CoNSiDiNE, Edward. 

Cullen, Patrick Hyams. 
Eahy, James. 

Gill, John. 

Higgins, Michael. 



Hyland, — . 

Lynch, Andrew. 

Murphy, Patrick' George. 
OTlahbrty, Bernard.' 
Oliver, John. 

Persse, Thomas Moore. 
Semple, John. 

Sweeny, James. 

Tierney, Martin John. 
Ward, Myles. 



SCHEDULE D. 

List of Voters mho in 1867 mere guilty of Corrupt Practices by receiving Money or 
other valuable Consideration Jot having given or to induce them to give their votes. 



Bath, Thomas. 

Barrett, John. 

Beaty, John. 

Beaty, Patrick. 

Brannelly, Dominick. 

Browne, Peter 
Burke, Francis. 

Burke, Thomas. 

Butler, Joseph. 

Byrnes, Kelly. 

Church, John. 

Clancy, Michael. 

Cloherty, James. 

CoDYRE, Martin. 

CoDYRE, Michael. 

Cohen, John. 

Commons, Michael. 

Commons, Thomas. 

CoNLAN, Michael. 

*CoNNEELY, John (Ratepayer). 
CoNNEELY, Joseph. 

Connell, John. 

Connell, Patrick. 

Connor, James. 

Connor, Michael. 

CoNRY, Thomas. 

Cooke, John. 

CoPELEY, James. 

Costello, Edward. 

Costello, Michael. 

Costello, Michael (Brogue Maker). 
Costello, Patrick. 

Cox, John. 

Creane, Patrick. 

Curbeen, James. 

CuRREEN, John. 

Curbeen, Michael. 

Delany, Anthony. 

Dempsey, Martin. 

Dempsey, Patrick. 

Dempsey, William, Jiin. 

Devany, Edward. 

Dillon, John. 

Doherty, Patrick. 

DoNOHOB, Michael. 

Dooley, Patrick. 

Dooley, William. 



I Dowd, Michael. 

Doivling, William. 

Dupfy, John. 

Duggan, Michael. 

Eardley, Michael. 

Egan, John (Stonemason). 

*Elwood, Bartholomew (Batepayer). 
Faherty, James. 

Faherty, Mortimer. 

Fahy, Michael. 

Fahy, Thomas. 

*Farrell, James (Ratepayer). 
Finegan, John (Slater). 

Finegan, Thomas. 

Fitzpatrick, Andrew. 

Fitzpatrick, Michael. 

Flanagan, Daniel. 

Forde, Lawrence. 

Gallaher, Robert. 

Gamble, William. 

Gannon, Bartholomew. 

Gannon, Martin. 

Geoghegan, Patrick. 

Geraghty, Peter. 

Gill, Edward. . 

Gillespie, John. 

Glynn, Jajies. 

Glynn, John (Bohermore). 

Glynn, John (Kelly’s Lane). 
Glynn, Michael fMason). 

Glynn, Michael (Weaver). 

Glynn, Thomas. 

Glynn, Timothy. 

Gordon, James. 

Grady, Michael. 

Granger, William. 

Green, Michael. 

Gregory, Thomas. 

Griffin, John. 

Griffin, Patrick. 

Griffin, Thomas. 

Halloran, Andrew. 

Henehan, Patrick. 

Henery, David. 

Henery, Thomas. 

Higgins, John. 

Hobart, Thomas. 
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XIX 



Holland, Patrick. 

Hughes, Michael. 

Hussey, Michael. 

Hynes, Edward. 

Hynes, James. 

Iewine, Patrick. 

Jordan, Francis. 

Joyce, John. 

Joyce, Thomas. 

Keane, James. 

Keane, Martin. 

Kearney, John. 

Kelly, Edward (Cabinet Maker). 

Kelly, Edward (Nailer). 

Kelly, James. 

Kelly, Joseph. 

Kelly, Timothy. 

Kenny, Patrick. 

Keogh, Peter. 

King, Tho>ias. 

Lardner, Michael. 

Lenihan, John. 

Lenihan, Martin. 

Lenihan, Patrick. 

Lydon, Patrick. 

Lynskey, Patrick. 

M'Dermott, Patrick. 

M'Donough, Martin. 

M'Hugo, John. 

M'Hugo, Patrick, 

M'Lean, Alexander. 

M'Loughlin, Thomas. 

M'Loughlin, William. 

Madden, Patrick. 

Mahony, John. 

Mahony, Patrick. 

Mannion, John. 

Matthews, Benjamin. 

Meally, Myles. 

Melody, John. 

Mullowney, Thomas. 

Murden, Dated. 

Murden, John. 

Murden, Patrick. 

Murray, John. 

The foregoing, with four exceptions, indi 
are all freemen. 



'Murray, Redmond. 

Needham, Patrick. 

Newell, Michael. 

Newell, Timothy. 

O’Brien, John. 

O’Brien, Patrick. 

O’Donnell, Patrich 
Ormsby, _Jaaies Lynch. 

Pearson,' Hugh 
Power, William. 

Quirk, John. 

Rippingham, Joseph. 

Rochfort, Andrew. 

Rochfort, George. 

Ryan, James. 

Ryan, Patrick. 

Semple, William. 

Serjeant, J ame s. 

Shaw, James. 

Shaw, Samuel, 

Shaw, William. 

*Sheridan, Martin (Leaseholder). 
Skerritt, William. 

Smith, Charles. 

Starkey, Thomas. 

Sullivan, Bartholomew. 
Sullivan, Thomas'. 

Swift, Thomas. 

Symon, Henry. 

Tasker, Daniel. 

Toole, James. 

Tully, Daniel. 

Tully, Martin. 

Taughan, Joseph. 

Vaughan, Nicolas. 

Walsh, Andrew. 

Walsh, Bartholomew. 

Walsh, Daniel. 

Walsh, Timothy. 

Walsh, William. 

Walsh, William, Jun, 

Ward, Patrick. 

Whelan, John. 

White, Patrick. 



by an asterisk prefixed to their names, 
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list or WITNESSES. 



page 
. 104 
- 160 

- 125 

- 125 

- 153 



. 107 

- 44 

- 85 



Barrett, John 
Bath, Thomas - 
Beatty, John 
Beatty, Patrick - 
Bermingham, James 
Bird, Edward - 
Blake, John - 
Blake, John Francis 
Blake, John Henry 
Blake, Martin Joseph 71, 131, 180 
Blake, Pati-ick Joseph - 149 

Blakeney, John - ■ 2 

Bradley, Michael - - - 105 

Brady, John Joseph - - 78 

Branelly, Dominick - - 120 

Brodrick, Michael - - 131 

Broughall, Patrick Joseph - 198 

Browne, James \ 23, 63, 144, 146, 
Valentine. - J 147, 171, 172 

Browne, Peter - - 99 

Burke, Martin tnailei-) 

Burke, Martin (cooper) 

Burke, Myles 
Burke, Patrick - 
Burke, Sir Thomas John, 

Bart. . - - 

Burke, Walter - - - 

Butler, Joseph 
Butler, William Henry 
Byrnes, Kelly - 

Cain, John - - - 1^4 

Callaghan, James - - 185 

Callaghan, John - - 138 

Callahan, Patrick - - 140 

Callauan, Michael - - - 191 

Callanan, Patrick - * 189 

Campheli, James - - - 97 

Campbell, John - - 194 

Carney, Martin - * - 162 

Carroll, John - - 193 

Cai'ter, Richard 50, 80, 196, 197 

Cavanagh, John - - 171 

Cavanagh, Michael - - 175 

Church, John - - - 125 

Clancy, Michael - • H2 

Clai-e, Hem-y - - ' 

Clare, Thomas G. - - 57, 176 

Cloherty, James - - 157 

Codyi’e, Martin - - - 122 

Codyre, Michael - - - 10 

Comins, Thomas - - 109 

Commons, Michael - - 106 

Concannon, Patrick John 109, 116 
Conlan, Michael - - 162 

Conneely, Joseph - - 123 

Conneely, Patrick - - 189 

Conneely, William - - 177 

Connell, John - - - 154 

Connell, Patrick (carpenter) 158 
Connell, Patrick (stonemason) 173 
Connor, James - - - 6 

Connor, John (tailor) - - 99 

Connor, John . - - 118 

Connor, Michael - • 129 

Considine, Daniel - - 128 

Considine, Edward - - 132 

Cooke, John - - 157 

Cooke, Patrick - - - 106 

Copeley, James - - 188 

Corcoran, David - - 13 

Costello, Edward - - 140 

Costello, Hugh - - 135 

Costello, Michael (brogue 
maker) - • - 122 



Costello, Michael (brogue 



maker) - 
Cos, John - 
Creane, Patrick 
Croghan, James 
Cullen, Patrick Hyams 
Curreen, James 
Curreen, John 
Cm’reen, Michael 



Page 

129 

197 

- 177 

- 176 

- 97 

- 99 

- 101 
- 118 



Daly, Patrick (cooper) - 163 
Daly, Patrick (cai-penter) - 182 
Daly, Rev. Peter - - 158 

D’Arcy, Rev. John - - 4 

David, William - - 171 

Davis, James - - 179 

Delany, Anthony - - 154 

Dempsey, Martin - - 88 

Dempsey, Michael - - 180 

Dempsey, Patrick - - 137 

Dempsey, Thomas - 169, 172 

Dempsey, William - - 184 

Dempsey, William, junior - 153 

Devany, Edward - - 156 

Dillon, John - - - 195 

Doherty, Owen - • 167 

Doherty, Patrick - - 103 

Dolan, Michael - • 180 

Dolan, Nicholas - - 156 

Donohoe, John - * 162 

Donohoe, Michael - - 138 

Dooley, James - - 143 

Dooley, Patidck - - 100 

Dooley, William - - 170 

Dowd, Michael - - 137 

Dowling, Michael - - 181 

Dowling, William - - 113 

Duffy, John ■ - 144 

Duggan, Michael - - 101 



Eardley, Michael 
Egan, Bernard 
Egan, John (butcher) 
Egan, John (stonemason) 
Egan, Pati-ick 
Elwood, Bartholomew 

Faherty, Mortimer 
Fahy, James 
Fahy, Michael 
Fahy, Thomas 
Fallon, John 
Fallon, Michael 
Fallon, Patrick 
Farrell, James 
Finegan, Barry 
Finegan, John (painter) 
Finegan, John (slater) 
Fincrty, Maadin 
Fitzpatrick, Andrew - 
Fitzpatrick, James - 
Flaherty, Matthew - 
Flanagan, Daniel 
Flanagan, Thomas - 
Forde, Lawrence 
Francis, John - 
Francis, Patrick - 
French, Patrick Theodore 
Fynn, Peter Austin - 

Gaffey, Thomas - 
Gallahei-, Robert - 
Gamble, William 

c 4 



100 

135 

139 

176 

185 

127 

- 106 

- 87 

- 162 
- 108 

- 169 

- 174 

- 183 

- 157 

- 163 

- 179 

- 129 

- 184 
■ 162 

- 176 

- 181 

- 155 

- 180 
- 126 

124 

188 



- 186 
• 187 
- 102 



Page 

Gannon, Bartholomew - 102 
Gannon, John - - - 190 

Gannon, Martin - - 100 

Garvey, John - - - 163 

Geoghcgan, Lawrence - 179 
Geraghty, Michael. - - 183 

Gildea, John - - * 170 

Gill, Edward - - - 118 

Gill, John - - - 62, 142 

Gillespie, John - 120, 161 

Glynn, James - • 155 

Glynn, John - - 122 

Glynn, John (Bohermore) - 175 
Glynn, Matthew - - - 178 

Glynn, Michael (maeon) - 158 
Glynn, Michael (weaver) - 183 
Glynn, Patrick - - - 11 

Glynn, Timotliy (farmer) - 12 

Glynn, Timothy (stonemason) 160 
Gordon, alias Jordan, Francis 170 
Grady, Michael - - - 125 

Grangei-, William - - 101 

Gray, William - - - 168 

Greany, Patrick, 46,135, 192, 197 
Green, Michael - - 114 

Green, Patrick - - - 169 

Gregory, Thomas - - 120 

Griffin, Bryan - - 182 

Griffin, Denis - - - 194 

Griffin, John (tobacco spin- 
ner) - - - - 101 

Griffin, John - - 123 

Griffin, John (Upper Domi- 
iiick-street) - - - 155 

Griffin, Michael - - 78 

Griffin, Patrick - - - 128 

Griffin, Roger - - 194 

Griffin, Thomas - - - 178 



Hale, John - - 80, 147 

Hall, Robert - - - 177 

Halloran, Andrew - - 97 

Halloran, Patrick - - 189 

Hanley, Patrick - - - 181 

Harrison, John - 86, 87 

Hart, Henry - - - 186 

Hart, Thomas - - - 137 

Heaney, John - - - 161 

Hegarty, Patrick - - 190 

Henehan, Patrick - - 119 

Henery, David - 156, 157, 196 
Henery, Thomas - - 181 

Hennelly, Andrew - - 163 

Hennossy, Michael - - 78 

Higgins, Andrew - - 180 

Higgins, Michael - - 95 

Higgins, Thomas - - 40, 194 

Hoggarty, William - - 160 

Holland, l?atrick - - 164 

Holland, Thomas - - 98 

Hopkins, Thomas - - 152 

Hughes, John - - - 85 

Hughes, Michael - - 98 

Hughes, Thomas - - 172 

Hussey, Michael - - 108 

Hynes, James - - - 140 

Irwine, Patrick - - 124 

Jordan, alias Gordon, Francis 170 
Joyce, John - - - 154 

Joyce, Pierce - - - 75 

Joyce, Thomas - - - 56 

Joyce, Tbos. (house painter) 121 
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LIST OF WITNESSES. 



Page 

Keane, James - - - 123 

Keane, Martin - - 174 

Kearney, John (High St.) - 161 

Kearney, John (tailor) - 185 

Kearney, Martin - - 134 

Keary, Fian - - 67, 70, 172 

Kelly, Anthony - - 187 

Kelly, Denis - - - 136 

Kelly, Edward (painter) - 98 

Kelly, Edward (nailer) - 180 

Kelly, Edward (cabinet- 
maker) . - - 137 



Kelly, James 


- 145 


Kelly, Joseph - 


- 146 


Kelly, Patrick 


- 195 


Kelly, Timothy 


- 114 


Kelly, William 


- 116 


Kennedy, William 


- 159 


Kenny, Patrick 


- 104 


Keogh, Anthony 


- 156 


Keogh, Peter - 


- 125 


Kerrigan, Thomas 


- 174 


Killeen, Michael 


- 116 


Killery, James Martin 


- 2 


Killery, St. John 


- 4 


Killian, Bartholomew - 


- 96 


King, Thomas 


- 100 


Kinnoen, Patrick 


- 112 


Kirwan, Martin- - 


- 153 


Daily, Thomas 


- 98 


Lardner, Lawrence 


■ 186 


Lee, Edward 


- 196 


Lee, Jolin 


- 189 


Lee, Michael 


- 113 


Lee, Thomas - 84, 133, 


143, 186 


Lcetle, Michael 


- 173 


Lcnilian, John 


- 135 


Lcnihan, Martin 


- 160 


Lenihan, Patrick 


- 170 


Leonard, Joseph 


- 183 


L)'don, Patrick 


- 126 


Lynch, Andrew 


- 63 


Lynch, Nicholas - 


- 95 


Lynch, Patrick Mark 3 


, 70, 160 


Lynch, Richard 


- 173 


Lynskey, Patrick 


- 120 


Lynskey, ‘William - 


- 126 


McAnley, Michael - 


- 134 


McAulcy, William - 


- 141 


McCann, Patrick 


- 182 


McCormick, Martin - 


- 188 


McDermott, Patrick - 


- 121 


McDonnell, Patrick 


- 181 


McDonough, Martin 


- 100 


McGovercn, Thomas 


79, 192 


Mellugo, Francis 


- 187 


McHugo, John - 


- 175 


McHugo, Patrick (sawyer)- 103 


Mcliugo, Patrick (Church') 


Lane) - - - 


-J 


McLean, Alexander - 


- 136 


McLoughlin, Thomas 


- 98 


McNally, Michael 


- 155 


McNally, Patrick - 


- 180 


McNamara, Patrick - 


- 168 


McNamara, Thomas - 


- 102 


Maddeii, Patrick 


- 122 


Madden, Thomas - 


- 13, 58 


Mahon, John - 


- 189 



Page 

Maliony, John - - - 138 

Mahony, alias Malion, Pa- "I 
trick - - - 

Malloney, Patrick - - 190 

Mannion, James •• - 80 

Mannion, John ... 139 

Martin, James - - 67 

Matthews, Benjamin - - 8 

Matthews, William - - 145 

Meally, Myles - - - 128 

Melody, John * - - 103 

Montgomery, Samuel - - 141 

Mooney, Edward - - 143 

Morris, Michael - 76, 90, 192 

Mullowney, Martin - - 170 

Mullowney, Thomas - 138 

Murden, David - - - 106 

Murden, John - - 182 

Murden, Patrick - - 100 

Murphy, Edmund - - 177 

Murphy, Jeffi’ey - - 107 

Mui-phy, Joseph - - 155 

Murphy, Nicholas - - 178 

Murphy, Patrick I 33, 57, 130, 
George / 197 



Murray, John - 


- 175 


Murray, Redmond - 


- 185 


Murray, William George 


- 184 


Naugliton, Thomas - 


- 82 


Needham, Patrick 


- 141 


Newell, Michael 


- 173 


Newell, Timothy 


- 9 


Nolan, William 


- 187 


O’Brien, James 


- 144 


O’Brien, John - 
O’Donnell, Patrick - 
O’Flalierty, Andrew 
O’Flalierty, Anthony 
O’Flaherty, Bernard - 
O’Flaherty, John - 
O’Flaherty, Martin \ 
Francis J 

O’Hara, John Michael 


■ 98 

- 178 

- 191 
76, 84 
18, 147 

- 193 
41, 112 


- 1 


Oliver, If- 


Ormsliy, James Lynch 
O’Shaughnessy, Edward 
O’Shaughnessy, "I 

James Cook J ’ 


- 161 
- 87 
70, 95 


Owen, John - 


- 168 


Peai'son, Hugh 


- 124 


Persse, Thomas Moore 


- 55 


Pierce, Garrett 


- 96 


Power, Robert 


- 165 


Power’, William 


- 190 


Prendergast, James - 


- 176 


Quinlan, Michael 


- 161 


Quirk, John 


- 123 


Rabbit, John 


- 178 


Regan, Andrew 


- 177 


Regan, Joseph 


- 139 


Regan, Michael - 


- 81 


Richardson, Charles - 


- 192 


Rippingham, Joseph - 


- 134 



! 

Roche, Rev. Bartholomew 


John 


- 148 


Roche, Thomas - 


- 99 


Rochfort, Andrew • 


- 127 


Eochfort, Coll - 21 


, 54, 117 


Rochfort, George 


- 128 


Rochfort, James 


- 193 


Rush, Ambrose - 


195, 198 


Ryan, James 


159, 172 


Ryan, Janies (cai’penter) - 188 


Ryan, Patrick - 


- 124 


Ryder, John 


- 186 


Semple, John 


- 58 


Serjeant, James 


- 100 


Sliarkie, alias Star-key, Tiros. 167 


Shaw, James 


- 102 


Shaw, Samuel 


- 120 


Shaw, William 


■ 101 


Sheridan, Martin 


- 182 


Sheridan, Michael 


- 133 


Skerritt, John - - ■ 


- 177 


Skeri-itt, Wiiliaiir 


- 138 


Smith, Charles 


- 101 


Smith, Pati'ick 


- 188 


Starkey, alias Shai-kie, Thos. 167 


Stephens, James 


- 117 


Steward, John 


- 181 


Sullivan, Bartholomew 


- 167 


Sullivan, James 


- 45 


Sullivan, Michael 


- 142 


Sullivan, Patrick - 


- 143 


Sullivan, Thomas 


- 136 


Sullivan, William - 


- 190 


Sweeny, James 


- 175 


Sweeny, Martin 


78, 188 


Swift, Thomas 


- 145- 


Symon, Henry 


- 98 


Tierney, Mai’tin John 


- 114 


Toole, James 


- 136 


Toole, John 


- 177 


Toole, Thomas 


- 126 


Tully, Daniel 


- 198 


Tully, Martin - 


• - 198 


Usher, Matthew 


- 78 


Vaughan, Nicholas 


- 121 


Waldron, Edward 


- 14 


Walsh, Andrew 


- 198 


Walsh, Bartholomew 


- 127 


Walsh, Daniel 


- 138 


Walsh, Johrr - 


- 170 


Walsh, Martin 


- 144 


Walsh, Michael 


- 191 


Walsh, Patrick - 


- 78 


Walsh, Timothy - 


. . 105 


Walsh, Ulick - 


- 190 


Walsh, William 


- 144 


Walsh, William, jrrnior 


- 145 


Ward, Martin 


• - 133 


Ward, Myles 


- 28 


Ward, Patrick (College 


Road) 


- 161 


Ward, Patr-ick (carpenter) 195 


Whelan, Edwai’d - 


- 85 


Whelan, John 


- 133 


White, Pati’ick 


- 137 
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MINUTES OF EVIDENCE 



TAKEN BEFORE 



JOHN THOMAS BALL, Esq., Q.C., LL.D., Chief Commissioner, 

JOHN LEAHY, Esq., 

AND 

PIERS E. WHITE, Esq., 

The Commissioners appointed under the Act of the I5th \6th Victoria, Cap. 57., to 
inquire into the Existence of Corrupt Practices in the County of the Town of Galway. 



Secretaay, Edward L’Esteange Dew, Esq. 



FIRST DAY. 

Tuesday, September 29, 1857. 

Tlie Royal Warrant appointing the Commission was read by tlic Secretary. 
Mr. John Michael O’Hara sworn and examined. 



1. {Chief Commissioner.') Ai'S you the clerk of the 
peace for tlie county of the town of Galway ? — 
Yes. 

2. How long liaTC you been so? — Since January 
1842. 

3. Have you brought the last registry of voters ? 
— I have it in my hand. {Copy handed in.) 

4. State the qualification of voters in the county 
of the town of Galway ? 

1. Freemen. 

2. Persons occupying premises rated to the 

relief of the poor at s2. or upwards. 

3. Freeholders and leaseholders. 

5. State the number of each class upon the existing 
registry? — The whole number on the registry is 
1091, subdivided as follows : 

1. Freemen - - 540 

2. Ratepayers - - - 459 

3. Freeholders and leaseholders 92 

6. By the Reform Bill the electoral boundary is 
the same ns that of the county of the town, is tliere 
the same area for municipal purposes ? — Noj the local 
Act of the Town Commissionei-s limits their area to 
a circuit of two miles round, but the constituency for 
Parliament extends four miles round. 

7. What is the distance from the centre of the 
town to the fartliest point of the boundary of the 
county of the town? — It is generally computed as 
four miles. 

8. Is the area of the liberty or rural part exten- 
sive ?— Y"es, about four Irish miles in every direction. 

9. Has that ai-ea always been the same ? — Yes, it 
is, in fact, the area of the county of the town of 
Galway as originally constituted. 

10. Is there a separate grand jury taxation for the 
county of the town of Galway ? — Yes, there is. 

11. Ho-w are the Town Commissioners elected ? — 
Under a local Act. 

12. Do you know how the freemen are admitted . — 
I have had considerable experience in reference to 
their admission, both under the corporation and under 
the present system. 

13. Is it under the provisions of the Irish statute, 
4 Geo. 1. c. 15., called, I believe, the Galway Act, 
that the freemen are admitted ? — It is. 

14. That act was confined to Protestants, but by 
the 1 & 2 W. 4. c. 49. its provisions were extended to 
Roman Catholics ? — ^Yes. 

15. The qualification of a freeman is defined in the 
Act 4 G. 1. c. 15. as professing “ him or themselves of 
“ any trade, mystery, or handicraft,” is that the only 
ground of admission of a person as a freeman ?— It is 
under that statute that they are, I believe, aU admitted. 



16. Under the Municipal Corporation Act, 3 & 4 
W. 4. c. 108., and the provisions of that Act, there 
should be a person in Galway to make out a freemen’s 
roll and examine their claims, — ^is there such a person 
in Galway ? — ^Yes ; Mr. Patrick M. Lynch is the 
person appointed for the admission of freemen as 
a substitute for the mayor in the absence of a cor- 
poration. 

17. Do you know whether any supervision is ex- 
ercised by the assistant bai-rister of the county at 
sessions over the admission of freemen by Mr. Lynch ? 
Can he reject as a voter a person already admitted as 
a freeman by Mr. Lynch ? — I believe that when the 
attention of the assistant barrister is called to the 
necessity of revising the decisions of Mr. Lynch as to 
his mode of admission, the assistant bai-rister may 
exercise some power of revision ; but unless his atten- 
tion is called to it by having an objection pt upon 
record the claimant passes as a matter of course. 
TJie bai-ristcr formerly considered it necessary that 
the admission should have been before Mr. Lynch ; 
but on a late occasion persons not admitted either by 
Mr. Lynch or the corporation were admitted for want 
of objection. 

18. Have you known objections made and decided 
on by the assistant barrister as to an admission or 
rejection actually made by Mr. Lynch ? — Li the case 
of a claim by the fishermen to be admitted as freemen, 
which ai-ose before the late barrister, Mr. Freeman, 
there was, I think, a decision on the subject ; I think 
he rejected the claim. 

19. Have you been in court when revisions have 
taken place before the barrister ? — Yes, always. 

20. Tell me, then, what is the course of proceeding 
adopted ? — It is necessary that a party objecting to 
any person seeking the franchise should give notice 
of that objection previously. The barrister holds in 
his hand a list of tiiose objections, and then he decides 
upon them as he would upon any ordinary case sub- 
mitted to his decision. 

21. If no objection be made to the list of freemen 
before the barrister, does it pass as a matter of course? 
— It passes ; and I recollect upon one occasion per- 
sons were admitted who claimed, though not on 
Mr. Lynch’s roll, because their claim was not met 
by an objection being also lodged or served, and who, 
in point of fact, were not freemen, admitted cither 
i)y the corporation or Mr. Lynch, and had never 
appeared at all before him ; they were parties who 
of themselves served notice to be put upon the 
registry, without going in regularly for their ad- 
mission. 

A 



^fr, John 
M. O'Hara. 

29 Sept. 1857 
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22. Where was that ? — ^It occurred in the time of 
the iate assistant-barrister ; I myself called his at- 
tention to the circumstance, but he said he had no 
power whatever to act otherwise, as no objection had 
been lodged. 

23. Did anyone attend with the roll of freemen at 
this revision ? — I attended with the roll of freemen 
admitted by the corporation, and Mr. Lynch attended 
witli tlio roll admitted by himself ; but the bai-rister, 
Mr. Freeman, ruled that he wa.s compelled to admit 
the.se men ; and, in fact, would not investigate their 
case, when no formal objection had been lodged. 

24. {Mt. Commissioner Leahy.) The admission of 
a ireeman claiming before the barrister, but not 



already on Mr. Lynch's list of freemen, appears to 
occur, not from the G-ahvay Statute or anything 
peculiar to freemen, but from the General Registra- 
tion Act, 13 & 14 Viet. c. 69. s. .55.; and in the same 
way, a ratepayer who was really not entitled, if he 
made a claim, and no objection to his claim was given 
to the proper officer in due time, and in the manner 
pointed out by the Act, might be admitted ; is not 
that the case ?— The barrister conceived himself 
bound by laM’ to admit, because an objection had not 
been lodged. It is an obvious defect in the law; and 
the barrister, when I drew his attention to the matter, 
said it was a defect. 



Mr. Jaites. Martin Killery sworn and examined. 



2i>. {Chief Commissioner.) Are you the sub-sheriff 
of the (bounty of the town of Galway ? — es, tins 
year, and during the last election. 

26. Can you tell me the state of the polls at the 
last election, and who were the candidates ?— The 
candidates were Anthony O’Flaherty, Lord Dunkellin, 
and Lieutenant-colonel French. 

27. What was the state of the poll at the close — 

The state at the close was for Lord Dunkellin 646, 
for Anthony O’Flaherty 508, and for Colonel French 
433. . , , 

28. Of course as the sub-sheriff you ar-e acquamteU 
with the limits of the county of the town of Galway ? 



— 1 am. . . ^ 

29. How far is the most distant point of the 
boundary of the county of the town from the centre 
of the town ?— Something more than five miles. 

30. And what is the general area ? — About four 

miles. . X. *1 

31. Is the agricultural part, the rural part ot the 
liberties extensive ? — Yes, it is extensive. 

32. Can you state who are the principal proprietors 
wilhin that area ?— Yes ; Lord Clanricarde and the 
governors of Erasmus Smith’s schools are large pro- 



prietors, Mr. Lynch of Barna is a large proprietor, 
Mr. Persse of Roxborough is another proprietor, and 
so is Mr. Martin Joseph Blake ; the property of the 
Eyre family was sold in the Incumbered Estates 
Court and subdivided ; Mr. Anthony O’Flaherty’s 
property is in the county, and he has none in tlic 
town. 

33. What is the state, of political parties in the 
town ? — The constituency is nearly altogether of 
liberal politics. 

34. Ai-e the election contests generally between 
opposite political parties, or between persons profes- 
sing the same political principles ? — Between persons 
professing the same or nearly tlie^ same political 
principals ; that is, generally all are liberals. 

35. Is there any family hei’e possessing pm-omount 
or predominating interest ? — I could i^ot particularize. 

36. Have you any practice in this place resembling 
tlie English system of colours, as the blues and yellows, 
or any local names for your parties ? — I never knew 
them here. 

37. Is it merely that the electors, at each election, 
follow the particular candidates for the time being ?— 
That is all. 



Mr. John Blakeney 

38. {Chief Commissioner.) Are you the crown 

solicitor for the county of the town of Galway ?— I 
am, - , 

39. Have you been living in Galway a great part 
of your life ? — Almost all my life. 

40. Then you arc pretty well acquainted with its 
statistics ? — Veiy well. 

41. Did you hear Mr. Killery’s account ot tlie 
state of parties in the borough, and of tlie persons 
wlio possess large properties and the principal per- 
sonal influence ? — I did. 

42. Do you agree with him in the evidence that he 
lia.s given ? — Entirely. 

43. Have you anything to add, on that subject, to 
what he stated? — He has already named Erasmus 
Smith’s board. Lord Clanricarde, Mr. Lj^nch, Mr. Mar- 
tin Joseph Blake, and Mr. Persse, of Roxborough, 
as possessing influence. Lord Campbell has property 
at West Bai-na, and Mr. Patrick Mark Lynch has 
considerable property. I don’t know that Mr. Hudson, 
of Merlin Park, has many tenants ; but Merlin Park, 
at one time, supplied a large number of voters. 

44. Do you know the limits of the jurisdiction of 
the Town Commissioners ? — The limit of their juris- 
diction extends two statute miles from the church of 
Saint Nicholas. 



sworn and examined. 

45. Is that under a local Act ? — Under a local Act 
obtained within the last three years. • 

46. Are you acquainted with the constituency from 
living among them ? — Yes. 

47. Can you form any opinion, whether of the 
present freemen there are many, who if not regist^ed 
as freemen, would be entitled to be registered under 
the 8?. rating qualification ? — Well, I should say not 

100 not one-fifth ; I think I am outside the limit, 

when I say one-fifth of the entire number. 

48. {Mr. Commissioner Leahy.) Are you awai-e of 
the particulars of the decision as to the fishermen, 
mentioned by a former witness ? — I was the person 
who brought forward the case of the fishermen, and 
I conceive that they were just as well entitled to 
their freedom as many whom I have seen admitted. 
Mr. Lynch refused to admit them. I appealed for 
them, and the ultimate decision -was, that they were 
not entitled to the franchise. 

49. That they did not come within the class of 
artificers or tradesmen ? — Just so. 

50. {Chief Commissio7ier.) Is there any charter 
affecting the rights or qualification of freemen?— 
There is a charter, granted in- the reign of Charles 
the Second. There is also a statute of the reign of 
Charles the Second which affects freemen. 
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Mr. Patrick Mark Lynch sworn and examined. 



51. {Chief Commissioner.) Ard you the person 
appointed by the Lord Lieutenant under the Municipal 
Corporation Act, to examine the claims of persons 
seeking to be freemen, and make out the list of 
freemen? — I was appointed under the Act by the. 
Lord Lieutenant. 

52. How long have you been acting in that 
capacity ? — I rather think it was in the year 1841 
tliat my roll commenced. 

53. From that year up to the present time you 
have been acting ? — Yes. 

54. Is it under the provisions of tlie Act of G. 1., 
nnd the subsequent Act, extending its provisions to 
Roman Catholics, that the freemen ai-e admitted ? — 
It is. 

55. Do you apply any, and if so what, test to 
ascertain whether persons claiming to he freemen 
really, in the words of thp Act, “profess themselves 
“ of any trade, mystery, or handicraft”? — I give 
notice when it is my intention to hold a court; that 
court is attended • hy the different tradesmen of 
Galway, and when a person applies to me to be ' 
enrolled, I put it to the body 'whether he is one of 
those recognized by them as a mason, a carpenter, shoe- 
maker, or anything else; and if they admit that he is, 

I then enrol the claimant as a freeman. 

56. Is that without taking any evidence ? — I con- 
sider that very good evidence. It is the admission of 
others of his craft, and I say that I consider that 
very good evidence, because I find that tradesmen do 
not wish to see a person enrolled who is not properly 
entitled to it. I can discern that, from my course of 
proceeding. 

57. Well, is that the orily'test which you apply ? — 
Sometinies a man’s appearance (as, for instance, in 
the case of a smith) will indicate that he follows a 
particular trade. 

58. Do you inquire whether the claimant for free- 

dom ever served his time to tlie trade or profession in 
right of which he claims, or how long he has' been 
practising it ? — No; I do not find it at all necessary, 
for me to ascertain whether he has served his time to 
the business, because from my reading of the Act, it 
was intended to admit persons professing to be artizans, 
and there is no apprenticeship or time "of previous 
service mentioned in the statute. The words of the 
Act are, “ profess theroselves.” , , . , 

59. But beyohd asking the persons who happen to 
be in court, yoii do hot apply any test as to the' bona 
fides of the claimant’s profession ?— No, I cannot say 
that I do. 

60. Under the Municipal Corporation Act .3 & 4 
■Viet. c. 108. s. 9., there is.au appeal frpm you to 
the Queen’s Bench by guo warranto against your 
admission or rejection of a claim to be on the 
freemen’s roll. Do you know whether there have been 
any such appeals ? — I do not know of any such appeals, 
and I believe there has not been any. 

61. Do you know of the assistant barrister ever 
refusing to register as a voter a person who had been 
admitted as a freeman ?; — I do not. 

62. What are the circumstances of the case of the 
Claddagh fishermen ? — I was applied to by the fisher- 
men of the Claddagh to admit them as a body ; they 
considered themselves entitled to their fredom as fol- 
lowing the trade or handicraft of fishermen. When 
I was first applied to by them, I told them that I had 
strong doubts about admitting them to the freedom, 
and I made that objection from an opinion that they 
were not tradesmen ; and in the next place, I found 
that they had not been admitted by the old corporation 
of Galway, and of that body I considered that 'I was 
the successoi', and' as keeper of the freemen’s roll 
should follow in their footsteps. I therefore then ob- 
jected to admit these fishermen. I told them, hoivever, 
as they became rather clamorous, that if they made 
an application to the latv advisers in Dublin, I would 
be governed altogether by the directions I got i'rom 



head-quarters. Afterwards I was directed from Dublin 
to admit them, and accordingly, being so directed, I 
admitted them, contraiy to my own opinion. How- 
ever, when the fishermen came to be registered before 
the assistant barrister, Mr. Freeman declined register- 
ing them, and from his decision there was an appeal 
to the judge of assize, who decreed that my opinion 
and that of the assistant barrister was right, and that 
that of the law advisers was wrong. 

63. Can you say what proportion of the persons 
now on the registiy of electors as freemen would, if 
not so registered, be entitled to be registered under 
the 8Z. rating, or any other qualification ? — I am per- 
fectly awai-e that there are a great many respectable 
freemen of theto-wnof Galway who would be entitled 
to vote under other qualifications, but I cannot say 
the number. 

64. {Mr. Commissioner Leahy.) In admitting the 
freemen, have you the power of administering an 
oath ? — I do not know that I have ; I never exerci.sed 
it, at all events. 

65. Do you know whether the old corporation ever 
exercised it ? — I do not think they did. I do not think 
they evei’ put an oath except of allegiance ; as to 
qualification, I believe they adopted the same course 
that I do. - 

66. When a person comes forwai'd and professes to 
be of a particulai' trade, if there is any objection 
made among tlie ci’owd, do you inquire into it ? — I do. 

67. Does jt happen sometimes that persons do object 
to a man ? — Certainly ; and if I consider in my judg- 
ment that there are sufficient grounds of objection, I 
reject him. 

68. {Chief Commissioner.) The Act of G. 1. de- 
clares “ that the person entitled as freeman shall be 
“ free of the town and corporation of Galway, and 
“ also of that company or corporation to which their 
“ respective trades belong.” Are there now any com- 
panies or corporations of the ditferent trades existing ? 
— Do you mean “ guilds ? ” 

69. Is there anything of that nature existing now ? 
— Well, I think the difierent trades seem to form their 
opinions something together, but I do not know of auy 
particular companies or regular heads over them. 

70; Though there may not be any regular legal 
guilds, is there for practical purposes auy system of 
clubs to supply their place ? — Well, ! am not aware. 
I cannot answer. 

71. {Mr. Commissioner Leahy.) Did you ever hear 
complaints that there were persons on the freemen’s 
roll who were in reality not tradesmen ? — I never 
heard any such complaints. 

72. You would not admit any whom you thought 
not entitled ? — Certainly not. 

73. {Mr. Commissioner White.) In what place do 
you hold your court for the admission of freemen ? — 
In this court house, where the Commissioners are now 
sitting. 

74. And what notice do you give of your intention 
to hold, a court ? — Well, I give, I suppose, four or five 
days’ notice. I put it in the newspaper, and I also 
issue a few handbills, and I inform the persons 
principally interested. It thus becomes generally 
known. 

75. {Chief Commissioner.) Who keeps the freemen’s 
roll ? — I do. 

76. In that book ? — Yes. 

77. Have you any separate roll besides that book ? 
— No. 

78. Has the town clerk or anybody else in the 
town ?■ — I do not think he has. 

79. Are all the freemen in your book ? — Oh, the 
freemen in the book are those that I enrolled since I 
commenced. Several of them are dead and gone, and 
so forth. 

80., But is there no general roll showing on the 
face of it eveiy man that is a freeman of the county 
of the town of Galway, kept by you, or liy luiybody 
A 2 
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P. M. Lynch. 
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Mr. 

P. M. Lynch. 
29 Sept. 1867. 



else ?— I could not saj i they are all in my book, but 
I do not know who is dead. 

81. {Mr. Commissioner White.') Have the corpo- 
ration or the Town Commissioners such a roll ? — Mr. 
Forbes, I believe, ascertains whether those persons 
are in existence, and it is from him that the roll you 
speak of is kept ; he is clerk to l\Ir. D’Arcy, who acts 
a.s town clerk if there is any doubt tliey apply to 
me. 

82. {Mr. Commissioner Leahy.) You say that your 
book contains a list of all the freemen since you were 
appointed ? — Certainly. 

83. Are you aware that freemen have been regis- 
tered before tlie assistant ban-ister who were never 
before you at all ?— Weil, I apprehend that such might 
be the case, because I am not referred to, unless there 
is an olyection made to the person. 

84. But, as I under.stand, if a miin claims and no 
one objects to him, he is registered by the barrister ? 
_I do not think it follows that he must be passed by 
the assistant barrister. 

85. At the time the Claddaglr fishermen sought in 
large numbers to bo admitted before you, did the other 
i'recmen who attended your court object to being 
swamped in that manner ?— Well, I do not think there 



was any manifestation of that kind ; they allowed the 
thing to take its proper course. 

86. Do you know whether persons are deterred 
from objecting to claims for freedom ? — Well, I do not 
perceive any collusion of that kind whatever. 

87. {Mr. Commissioner White.) When an applica- 
tion is made by a freeman, or a person to be admitted 
as a freeman, do you yourself institute any inquiries 
into the hona fides of his application ? do you inquire 
whether he actually resides in Galway, or really 
practises the trade which he says he does ? — Mr. 
O’Hara, the clerk of the peace, is frequently with mo, 
and if I had any doubt about it, I either .spoke to that 
gentleman, or to some other person neai‘ me. 

88. Previous to the holding of the court do you 
consult any person as to the qualification of the 
claimants ?— Oh no ! I would not knoAV them until 
they come. 

89. Then am I to understand that a perfect stran- 
ger, whom you never saw before, might come into 
court, and that if not objected to by the freemen 
present, you would admit him ? — Well, I do not think 
such a case' as that could occur ; that a fellow — a 
perfect stranger to the town of Galway — would come 
forward, and say he was a tradesman belonging to it, 
and residing in the to\vn, and that I would admit him. 
—I am too old to be humbugged in that way. 



Pev. J.D'Arcy. 



Rev. John D'Arcy sworn and examined.. 



90. {Chief Commissioner.) Are you town clerk to 
the Commissioners of the borough ? — es. 

91. Is there any freemen’s roll, have you such in 
your keeping ? — No. 

92. Have you any book containing the names of 
the freemen ? — None whatever. 

93. Have you anything to say to them whatever ? 

Yes ; the list of all the freeholders and freemen of 

the town is yearly sent to me by the clerk of the 
peace, the printed list under the Act of Parliament, 
and my duty is to mark off the list the names that I 
object to ; the name of any man who has died since 
last year, or who has lost the possession of his right 



of the freehold or of the property for which he was 
rated, or who has died or left the borough, in the case 
of his being a freeman. 

94. Tliat is your duty in reference to the registra- 
tion of voters — but have you any list of freemen, 
whether entitled to vote or not ? — No ; but of course 
the registry of voters shows in each year who have 
the right to vote. 

95. What I want to know is, ar-e there, in point of 
fact, more freemen for the county of the town of 
Galway than are upon this Parliamentary roll for the 
purposes of voting ? — I know nothing beyond tlie 
Parliamentary roll. 



Mr. St. John 
Killery. 



Mr. St. John Killery sworn and examined. 



96. Chief Commissioner.) Were you the election 
auditor under the Act of Parliament at the last 
election for the county of the town of Galway ?— 

97. Were the various bills and vouchers for the 
accounts of the several candidates^ submitted^ to 
you according to the Act of Parliament? — Ihe 
accounts of the candidates were submitted to me. 

98. For each of them ? — Yes. 

99. Have you brought them here ? — I have brought 
the accounts of Lord Dunkellin and of Colonel French ; 
I havo not those of Mr. O’Flalierty ; they were 
detained by the Parliamentaay committee in London, 
who refused to gh'o them up. 

Tho following is a Copy of the Account handed in 
by Mr. Killery, as the amount furnished by Lord 
Dunkcllin’s agents to him as election auditor. 
County of the Town of Galway Election, April 1857. 
Account of all sums of money paid on account of 
Ulick Calming Do Burgh Lord Dunkellin by 
Robert Burke, Esq., his agent for election 
expenses at the above election, being the 
account of election expenses of said election 
rendered to St. John Killery, Esq., the elec- 
tion auditor. 

dt s. d. 

To amount paid James M. Killery, Esq., I gg 2 

siib-sherifti. expenses of five booths J 
Paid Robert Power, Esq., solicilor, his •» 

fee as conducting agent at said elec- > 92 6 2 
tion - - - * ■ ■ 



Booth 1, A. B. and C. 



Paid Anthony Donnellan, inspector ofl 


> 6 


Q 


0 


booth - - . - . . j 




Paid Michael McNamara, inspector ofl 


' 6 


0 


0 


tally-room - - - - J 






Paid Dominick Bm-ke, poll clerk - 


- 0 


13 


10 


Paid Jolm Lally, personation agent 


- 1 


10 


0 


Paid Tally-room clerk - . - 


- 0 


13 


10 




£15 


9 


8 


Booth 2, D, E, F, and G. 








Paid Thomas D. O’Fai’rell, inspector ofl 






0 


booth - - - - J 


D 




Paid Francis O’Hara, inspector of tally 1 


S- 6 


6 


0 


room - - - - . J 






Paid Thomas Shea, poll clerk 


- 0 


13 


10 


Paid Martin Geoghegan, personation agent 1 


10 


0 


Paid Martin Lynch, tally-room clerk 


- 0 


13 


10 




^15 


9 


8 


Booth 3, II, I, J, K, L. 








Paid P. J. O’Longhlin, inspector of booth 


- 6 


6 


0 


Paid P. J. Kelly, inspector of tally-room 


- 6 


6 


0 


Paid J. M’Donough, poll clerk 


- 0 


13 


10 


Paid Edward Semple, personation agent 


- 1 


10 


0 


Paid John Holton, tally-room clerk 


- 0 


13 


10 




£15 


9 


8 
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Booth 4, M, N, 0, P. 

Paid James Cook O’Shaughnessy, \ 
inspector of booth - - - J 

Paid Sami. P. Rediiigton, inspector ofl 
tally-room - - - • / 

Paid Patt Irwin, poll clerk 
Paid Michael Dolan, personation agent 



0 13 10 

1 10 0 



Booth, 5, Q, R, S, T, U, V, W, X, Y, Z. 

Paid James B. Concannon, inspector of 1 q g q 
booth - - - - J 

Paid Robert Stephens, inspector of tally- ■) q q q 
room - - - - / 

Paid A. Reid, poll clerk - - _ - 0 13 10 



^13 



_yote . — Patrick Turk, the personation agent in this 
booth, refused to take 30s., and his .demand is still 
undischarged, and the auditor will please rule and 
decide if that or what other sum be sufficient 
payment. 

Paid Messrs. Michael Began aiid-N 
Nicholas M'Namara, agents, asses- 1 io to o 
sor’s room, collecting state of the ( 
poll, &c. - - - -J 

Advertisement and stationery account. 

Paid proprietor of “Galway Mercury,”'] 
publishing address and stationery > 20 0 0 
account - - - - J 



Paid proprietor “ Galway Vindicator ” 
Paid John Croker 
Paid postage account 



- 18 13 
9 12 



Car hire expenses. 

Paid Pat Burns, car hire account 
Paid John GUI, ditto - 
Paid John Connor, ditto 
Paid Con Irwin, ditto 
Paid Martin Holland, ditto 
Paid John KUroy, ditto - 



£ s. d. 
■ 16 10 0 

- 11 5 0 

- 11 5 0 

- 8 2 6 

- 7 10 0 

- 3 15 0 



^ 58 7 6 

Paid Rent of committee and tally-rooms 25 0 0 
Paid St. John Killery, Esq., election l 1 n n rr 
auditor .... -j 



105. I see in this, “ Paid Robert Power, solicitor, 
“ his fee, as conducting agent for said election, 
“ 92^. 65. 2d.” Was Mr. Robert Power iictiirg in 
the election as agent for Lord Dunkellin ? — He 
was. 

106. Mr. James Cook O’Shaughnessy is also here, 
what is he ? — He is a solicitor ; I believe be was 
acting also. 

107. I find a payment sanctioned by you to him, 
as inspector of a booth ? — I examined all those 
items. 

108. Wlio is Mr. James Concannon, inspector of a 
booth ? — An attorney also. 

109. Who are Messrs. Michael Regan and Nicholas 
hIcNamara ; I see 12 guineas down to them ? — 
Solicitors also. 

110. Do you produce the account furnished to you 
as auditor on-the part of Colonel French ? — I do. 



Copy of the Account produced by the witness as tlie 
account furnished to him as election auditor on 
the part of Lieut. -colonel French. 

Borough of Galway Election, 1857. Account of 
Monies expended by John F. Blake, Esq., 
Election Agent for Lieut.-Colonel French, a 
Candidate at said election. 



Paid Sheriff . - . 

Paid Advertising, printing, &c. 
Paid Cal’ hire, &c. 

Paid Rent of taUy-rooms 
Paid Stationery 



d. 



£ s. 

- 22 6 

- 43 17 1 

- SO 5 0 

- 17 0 0 

- 3 18 11 



£ s. d. 

6 6 0 \ 

0 13 lOJ 



o}, 

oj 



Paid Mr. P. Honway, agent 
Paid Pat Clarke, poll clerk 

Booth No. 2. 

Paid Mr. Thomas McGoveren, 
agent , . 

Paid Patrick Smith, poll clerk 0 13 10. 

Booth No. 3. 

Paid Mr. E. Concannon, agent 6 6 01 
Paid MichaelNewell, poll clerk 0 13 10 J 
Booth No. 4. 

Paid Mr. Leonard, agent - - 6 6 0 1 
Paid Michael Fury, poll clerk 0 13 lOj ' 

Booth No. 5. 

Paid Mr. E. Blake, agent - -6 6 

Paid Michael Hoi-an, poll clerk 0 13 10 J ^ 

Total ^152 6 10 



6 19 10 



6 19 10 



Total - - 361 4 9 



100. {Chief Commissioner.) The entire amount 
of this account for Lord Dunkellin, according to this 
document, is 36111. 45. 9d ? — Yes, according to the 
vouchers that I got. 

101. Am I to understand from you, that no further 
or other payments were, under the Act of Parliament, 
made by or through or established before you in 
evidence ?— No. 

102. Who was the agent acting for Lord Dun- 
kellin ? — Mr. Robert Burke was the sigent nominated 
to me, and he came to me with that account. 

103. Do you know in whose liandwTiting this ac- 
count is ? — The account is in my own liandwriting. 
I went through all the vouchers, and took a list of 
Avliat was established before me in evfdence, and made 
out that account. I then directed those sums to be 
paid. 

104. Did any other agent, on the pai't of Lord 
Dunkellin, come to you about the accounts for the 
election, besides Mr. Robert Burke ?— No one else. 



111. (Chief Commissioner.) The account of Colonel 
French appears to he for the amount of 152/. 65. 10c/.? 
— Yes. 

112. Was there any other payment established 
before you in evidence, or directed, authorized, or 
paid through you on his behalf ? — The payments, so 
far as regards that account, were not made through 
me ; I never passed that account. 

113. You never passed that account ? — This is the 
account that Lord Dunkellin’s agent called on me, 
and went through the vouchers of ; the other only 
called on me, but did not voucli the account. 

114. Colonel French’s account was Jiever paid 
through you, or vouched as directed by the Act of 
Parliament ? — I think never. 

115. I see Mr. J. F. Blake named in it as election 
agent for Colonel French, who is he ? — He is a 
private gentleman, and lives at Ballyglunin : be lives 
with Mr. Martin Joseph Blake, the e.x-mcniber for 
the county of tlie town. 

116. Do you know who Mr. P. Honway, mentioned 
in this account, is ? — I do not. 

117. Do you know Mr. McGoveren ? — He is Mr. 
Martin O’Flaherty’s clei’k. 

A2 



Mr. St. John 
Killery. 

29 SepL 1857. 
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Mr. St. John H8. Jlr. Concannon and Mr. Leonard ? — I do not 
Killmj. tjjgni. 

119. You say, with respect to Mr. OTlalierty, that 

^ P • ■ you have left the papers in London ?— I applied to 

the chairman of the committee, and lie refused to give 
tiiem u]). 

120. You have no duplicates of them ? — I had. I 
endorsed all the duplicates, hut they were taken 
away hy the agent. 

121. Who was the agent that settled the account 
with you? who was nominated to you from Mr. 
O’h'laherty ? — Mr. lledington was tlie agent nomi- 
nated to me. 

122. Who is he? is he a solicitor ? — He is not a 
solicitor ; he is a private gentleman, living at Dan- 
gan. 



123. Ha<l he the duplicates ? — ^No ; he never went 
through the account either ; there was no account 
drawn out like that of LordDunkellin. Mr. Heding- 
ton did not hand me the account. 

124. Who handed it to you ? — Mr. Coll Roch- 
fort, the solicitor for Mr. O’Flaherty. 

125. Did you know any other gentleman acting 
on his behalf? — Well, I did not ; I know Mr. Roch- 
fort’s name was upon the bill that was handed to 
me. I do not recollect the names of any of the 
other agents. 

126. (ilfr. Commissioner Leahy.') Do you recollect 
the amount of Mr. O’Flaherty’s expenditure that 
was furnished to you ? — Well, I really do not. 



James Connor. 



James Connor sworn and examined. 



127. {Chief Commissioner.) What occupation are 
you ? — baker. 

128. Where do you live ?— In Middle-street, in 
the town of Galway. 

129. You have a vote ? — I have. 

130. Under what right do you vote ? — As a fi-ee- 

131. How long have you been a freeman? — I 
never had a vote until the last election. 

132. Wore you admitted between 1852 and 1857, 
that is, the election befoi’C the last, and the last ? — I 
was. 

133. How long before the last election were you 
acimitted ? — Well, I could not rightly tell. 

134. Do you recollect liow long before the present 
time you -were first a freeman ? — About twelve 
iiiontbs. 

135. Were you admitted by Mr. Lynch in open 
court ? — I was, in open court. 

136. You say the first time you had a vote as a 
freeman was' at the last election — had you ever a 
vote before, in any other right ? — ^No. 

137. Did yon vote at the last election ?■ — did. 

138. For whom did you vote ? — Mr. O’Flaherty. 

139. Did you vote for any other candidate ?— No. 

140. How many bakers, do you know, aro there 
amongst the freemen ? — I could not rightly tell 
you. 

141. Are there many ? — A number of them. 

142. Were you canvassed, before you voted for 
O’Flaherty, by anybody ? — I was, by Mr. John 
Oliver, a baker. 

143. lie came canvassing you ; how long before 
the election ? — On the morning of the polling. 

144. Did no one come on the part of Colonel 
French ? — I never was asked for Colonel French. 

145. Wore you asked for Lord Dunkellin ? — It 
was asked when I went to the poll. 

146. You say that Oliver came to you the morning of 
the polling ? — Yes. It was after eating my breakfast, 
and he happened to come in before I was done-' 
breakfast, and he told me to make haste to go 
down to the poll ; his boy came after that. 

147. Who is that boy ? — Matt Usher. 

148. By boy do you mean a man?' — A man in his 
employment. 

149. What did Oliver say when he first came ? — 
He told me to make haste and go down j he did not 
say anything more. 

150. Did he say anything more ?, did he say any- 
thing of money ? — He did not. 

151. What did Usher say when he came ? — The 
same as Oliver ; to go do'ivn at once — to huriy down 
as quick as I could. 

152. Did they say anything about voting for Lord 
Dniikellin ? — No. 

153. Or anybody else? — My employer would like 
me to give a split for Colonel French. 

. 154. "Who is your employer ? — Collins was at the 
lime. 



155. Wlien had Collins been talking to you ? — Oh, 
he loft me to my own free will. 

156. - You told me he wished you to give a split for 
Colonel French ; how did you find that out ? — Ho 
told the bakers he was always inclined to vote for 
French. 

157. Did Collins tell you that ? — He did, the 
morning of the polling. 

158. Was that tlie same day that you saw Oliver 
and Usher ? before you saw Oliver aud Usher had 
you seen him ? — A few days before. 

' 159. Did Collins then tell you that he would like 
you to vote for Colonel French ? — lie said be would 
like if I would split. 

160. Did he say anything about anything good 
going ? — He merely said he would like a vote for 
Colonel French. 

161. What did you say to Usher when he was 
talking with you ? — I told him I would huriy down. 

' 162. Did Usher say anything else ? — I asked if we 
were to get anything. 

163. And what did Usher say ? — He said, I do not 
knov' ; you will get the same as any other. 

164. Did you hear anything about a ticket ? — Not 
at that time., 

165. How soon after you saw Usher did you go 
down ? — It 'was a. couple of hours after before I could 
go down, before I was done work. 

166. When you went down what did you see ? — I 
went down to the poll room. 

167. Did you get a ticket ? — Mr. Martin handed 
me a ticket. 

168. But when you were in the tally-room, before 
you went and ■voted, nothing passed ?• — ’Nothing. 

169. Did you go to the poll ?-t-I did. 

170. Did you vote for O’Flaherty ? — I did ; I gave 
him a full plumper. 

171. What happened then when he had got a full 
plumper ? — I did not know rightly until I went out, 
and indeed I did not expect anything at the time, 
until I met a boy. 

172. Another boy ? — A man of my own trade. 

173. What was his name ? — Michael Commons. 

174. Well ? — “ Have you a ticket?” says he to me; 

“ I have,” says I, and I showed it ; says he, “ This is 
no use, you will have to go back again ; “ Where to,” 
says I, ? 

175. You did go back ? — He du-ected me where to 

go-' 

176. Wliere was it ? — To the house where I got it 
signed by Dr. Browne. 

177. Did he tell you where Dr. Browne was ? was 
it at the tally-room ? — No. 

178. What street was it in ; was it near the post 
office ? — It was opposite the post office — right oppo- 
site the post office, in a house there. 

179. When you went to the house, did you go in 
there ? — I did. 

180. What did you do with your ticket there ? — 
There were gthers lieforc me ; I liad to remain until 
they were served. 
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181. Were there any of the bakers there? -Not 
one ivhen I went in. 

182. ^^’!lat happened when you got there ?~I had 
to wait until I got a call to go in myself. 

183. When you got the call ? — I n-ent in, and 
Pr. Brornie was sitting in the room by himself, and 
he sealed the ticket for me. 

184. What did he say when he sealed it ? — I asked 
where I was to go to now with it. 

]8d. Did he ask any questions as to hoAv you voted ? 
Oh, he knew by the ticket how I voted. 

186. And when he looked at tlie ticket did he say 
anything to you then ? — He asked me how was the 
polling going on. 

187. I think you said he asked you, did you 
know where you were going ? — He did ; I told him 
I did not, and he told me then to go down to 
Mr. Oliver’s. 

188. Was that the same Oliver we heai-d of before, 
that canvassed you, the baker ? — Yes. 

189. Did you go to Oliver’s ? Is his house in Main- 
guard'Street ? — Yes. I went there. 

190. Wliat happened to you at Oliver’s ? — I went 
to the hall-door and Miss Oliver let me in ; I knocked 
at the hall-door; she allowed me in, and she showed 
me the way. 

191. Well ? — She showed me where I would put 
the ticket. 

192. Where was that ? — As I went in in the hall 
she brought me and showed me where to put up my 
liand. I put up my hand and tliere I got my demand; 
it was to a partition — there was a hole in it ; I put up 
the ticket, and as I put it up I got two IZ. notes. 

193. Did you see who gave you the two IZ. notes ? 
— No, I did not. 

194. Did you see nothing ? — No. 

195. Did you look into the opening ? — I could see 
nothing in it. 

196. How large was this opening ? — Just merely 
that your hand would fit into it. 

197. In the wall ? — Yes. 

198. Did you go away then ? — As soon as I 
returned out, then Usher showed me the back way 
out 

199. Usher, — that is the same man you mentioned 
before ; did you go out with him in a different way ? 
— I was conveyed out a hack way. 

200. Did you see anybody else at Oliver’s house 
while you were there ? — No. 

201. Did you see any other baker ?— Not one. 

202. Butchers ? — Not one. 

203. Any of the freemen ? — Not one. 

204. Of the leaseholders or freeholders ? — Not 
any. 

205. At the last election were you taken into any 
public-house to get anything to drink ? — I did not 
drink anything at the time. 

206. Are you a teetotaller ? — I am indeed. 

207. Did you see anybody treated to drink ? — Not 

208. During the election, by anybody ? — Not one. 

209. Was there any meeting of the bakers before 
that election ? — No, not that I know of. 

210. Had you consulted other bakers — freemen — 
before you gave your vote ? — Had I consulted with 
them ? 

211. Yes ? — No. 

212. Did you vote according to any rule or resolu- 
tion of the body of the bakers ? — I did not indeed — 
but I would like to go the same as they were going. 

213. You would like — ^but had you, in point of fact, 
any meeting to regulate how' you would vote ? — ^Not 
five minutes. 

214. Not five minutes ? — Not two minutes; I was, 
not with them at all. 

21.5. Was there any resolution passed at any meet- 
ing, to your knowledge, declaring the way the bakers 
were to go at the election ? — I was not by at it, if 
there was. 



216. You did not know of it ? — No. 

217; Is there any head of the bakers, or any guild' 

. or body of them ? — Thei'e is. 

218. Who is the person that you call your head ? 
— ^It is monthly we have a man appointed. 

219. Who was the man appointed at the time of 
the election ? — Well, I do not know' whether, it w'as 
John Toole or Burke. It w'as either of them "was 
appointed at that time. 

220. Well, if you Avere not by, did you get any 
directions after from Toole or Burke ? — ^No, never. 

221. Did you knoAv of Toole or Burke interfering 
with the others of your trade ? — ^No, I did not. 

222. You told me you had only a vote for tivelve 
months before tlie last election. Did you know any- 
tliiug about previous elections, though you had not the 
right of voting ? — No. 

223. {Mr. Commissioner Leahy.) Did you serve an 
apprenticeship to the trade ? — I did. 

224. And Avhy did you not apply to be a freeman 
sooner ? — I was disappointed by them that had 
nothing to do with it. 

225. How was tlrat ? — I am earning my bread by 
the trade these 12 or 14 yeai’s. 

226. And how were you disappointed ? — By black- 
guards that used to cry out to Mr. Lynch that I w’as 
no tradesman, and that I had no trade. 

227. And did he reject your claim ?— He did. 

228. 'Why did they do that, if you had served an 
apprenticeship ? — I do not know. 

229. Who did you serve your time to ? — Collins. 

230. And was ho a good and regular man in the 
tOAvn ? — He was. 

231. Wliat spite had they to you ? — I could not 
tell. I earn my bread as hai'd as any one in the 
trade ; but they used to cry out that I Avas a “ basket 
boy,” that Avas the cry before Mr. Lyncb. 

232. When you got your freedom at last, did yon 
pay anything ? — I paid sixpence for the entry, the 
same as the other men. 

233. But you applied frequently before the former 
election for admission ? — I Avas entered here to get 
the freedom in November 1847, but I only got it last 
time. 

234. {Mr. Commissioner White.) Are you a rated 
occupier in the tOAvn ; ai-e you a householder ?— I 
am. 

235. Do you know Avhat the amount of your rating 
to the poor law is ? — I could not tell you. 

236. Who is tlie principal baker in the toAvn ? 
Who has the largest shop ? — We count Mr. Oliver 
one of the principal bakers in the tOAvn. 

237. You spoke of a man named Commons.. Is he 
a baker ? — He is. 

238. Did be tell you he received any money for 
voting ?— No, he did not ; he did not tell me any- 
thing about it. 

239. Did you know anything of a man named John 
Wheiaii. Did he tell you he had got any money? — 
He did. 

240. He told you he had got money at the last 
election. Where ?— At Mr. Oliver’s. 

241. Do you know u man named Melody ? — I do. 

242. Did he tell you he had got money ? — He did. 

243. Is he a baker ? — He is. 

244. Do you knoAv AndreAv Halloran ? Is ho a 
baker ? — He is. 

246. Did he tell you he had got money ? — He told 
me he had received money, 

246. And Michael Kennedy ? — ^I had no conver- 
sation Avith Michael Kennedy. 

247. Do you know a man named Kelly Byrnes ? 
Did he tell you he had got money ? — He did. 

248. Is he a baker ? — He is. 

249. {Mr. Commissioner Leahy.) Almost all your 
friends among the bakers told you they liad got money, 
Averc there any of tliem that got anything else ? — I 
could not tell you; a great many of them told me they 
had got money. 



Jtmics Cunmr. 
29 Ssiit. 1857. 
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Senj. Mathews, 
29 Sept. 1857. 



Benjamin Mathews sworn and examined. 



2o0. (Chief Commissioner.) What are you by occu- 
pation ? — A brazier. 

251. Hare you a vote for the county of the town of 
Galway as a freeman ? — Yes. 

252. Is it as a brazier that you were admitted ? — 
Yes. 

253. How long before the last election were you 
admitted as a freeman ? — About four years ; I did not 
register until this last election. 

254. Did you ever vote at any election before the 
last ?— I did, as a leaseholder — a 201. leaseholder. 

255. Have you that qualification as a leaseholder 
still ? — No; I sold it. 

256. Are there many others of the same trade, 
freemen ? — There are not ; it is avery scarce business; 
there are only Toole and Tennant; only two or three 
of us altogether. 

257. Have you any head to your trade, do you call 
yourselves a company or guild ? — We do not, we are 
too small. 

258. Before the last election had you been canvassed 
by anybody to vote ? — I was. 

259. Wire canvassed you ? — Mr. O’Flaherty. 

260. Who else ; did anybody canvass you for 
Colonel French ? — ^No. 

261. For Lord Dunkellin ?— No. 

262. Were you canvassed by Mr. O’Fialierty him- 
self ? — I was. ■ 

263. Were you canvassed by anybody else for him 
before you voted?— I said I would not promise any 
man until after the day of the nomination was over. 

264. You did not promise him ? — Not until after 
that day. 

265. Was there any meeting of your trade in 
reference to the election ? — There are only two or 
three of us. 

266. Did you speak to those two or three about it ? 
—No, I did not. 

267. Yon were canvassed yourself on the day of the 
nomination ; were you canvassed again and asked to 
vote the d.ay of the polling ? — I was canvassed a week 
before tlie nomination by Mr. O’Flaherty and a great 
number of gentlemen. 

268. Were you spoken to at all by Oliver, John 
Oliver, tiiat we have heard about? — I was, on the day 
of the nomination. 

269. What did Oliver say on the day of the nomi- 
nation ? — He told me he had me on his list. 

270. On Ixis list; well? — And that I was to vote for 
O’Flaherty ; I said 1 would. 

271. Did he say any more ? — No more. 

272. Did he say nothing about compensating you ? 
— He said I would be compensated, that is all. 

273. How did ho say it, tell the Avords he used ? — 
Ho said if I voted for O’Flaherty, I Avould be com- 
pensated. 

274. Is that all he said ? — That is all. 

275. Did nothing more pass between you about 
voting ? — Not a word. 

276. When did you sec Oliver next after that con- 
versation ? — I saAv him the day of the polling, but no 
conversation passed between us. 

277. Before you voted, had you any conversation ? 

—No. 

278. Did you vote that day ? — I did. 

279. What time of the day did you vote ? — About 
10 o’clock in the morning, as fai- as I can guess. 

280. When you voted, did you get a card ? — I 
did. 

281. Wliere did you go with the card ? — I was 
going home with it. 

282. And Avho told you not to go home ? — I 
met a friend of mine, a neighbour named Martin 
McDonough. 

283. And what did McDonough say to you ? — I 
told him who I polled for — O’Flaherty and Dun- 
kellin. 

284. Oh ! you divided your vote ? — I did, for 
O’Flaherty and Dunkellin. 



285. What did he say to you ? — He told me the 
card was no use when it was not sealed. 

286. What did he say more ? did he tell you where 

to go ? I went to Mr. Good’s house, opposite the 

post-office. 

287. When you went there, whom did you see ? — I 
saw Dr. Browne. 

288. Was he there by himself? — There was no 
one in the room but himself. 

289. Did you see any voter but yourself ? — ^I saw 
two in the lobby. 

290. Had they cards ? — I did not see. 

291. What were their names ? — The two McLough- 
lins — freemen, slaters by trade. 

292. Were they there before you went ? — They 
were out on the lobby. 

293. Did you see them getting their cards sealed ? 
—No, I did not. 

294. Did you go in by yourself ? — I did. 

295. When you went in to Dr. Browne, was there 
anybody but yourself there ? — No one. 

296. Was the card sealed in the same way that 
Connor described his to have been sealed ? — It was 
sealed in the same way. 

297. Did he tell you to go anywhere ? — He did, 
to Oliver’s. 

298. Did you go there and get the money at the 
pigeon-hole ? — I did, I got two one-pound notes, the 
same Avay th® other man told. 

299. Who was at Oliver’s when you went there ? 
The two men whom I had seen on the lobby. 

300. The two McLoughlins ? did they folloAv you ? 
No, they were there previous to me. 

301. Did you see them with sealed tickets ? — I did 
not see their tickets at all. 

302. Did you see them go over to the pigeon-hole? 
i saw them go in that direction. 

303. Did you see any other man, except the ta’o 
McLoughlins and yourself, go to the pigeon-hole ?— 
No one. 

304. Did you get any whiskey that day ? — Yes ; I 
got a bottle of porter. 

305. Where did you get it?— In some place near 
the rear of that house. 

306. After you voted did you get anymore ?— After 
I voted I did not ; I got tlie porter before I voted. 

307. Did you see anybody else drinking at the same 
time ? — There were numbers in it. 

308. Did you see anyone paying for it ? — Oh! it 
was free for all. 

309. Did you see any other voters in that place 
where yon got the porter, talcing Avhiskey, porter, or 
anything else ? — There was a great number ; I 
cannot tell if they were voters. 

310. Where was it ? — At the rear of this Court- 
liouse. 

311. Do you know the name of the place? — Oh. 
it was an old stable — a car-house. 

312. How many persons were in that stable?— 
Why there might be 50 or 60. 

313. Were they all taking beer, porter, or drink ? 

It was there for any person to take it that had a 

fancy. 

314. Was anybody helping you there to beer, 
porter, or whiskey ? — We were all, in fact, masters — 
any person could go and take a bottle, if be had a 
wish. 

315. But Avho was looking after it, was there no 

one ? I really do not know ; the affair did not trouble 

me much ; I cannot tell. 

316. Do you know anything about the election in 

1852 ? I did not vote at that election. 

817. (Mr. Commissioner Leahi/.) Had you a ticket 
when you went to the place Avhere the porter was ?— 
I got the ticket there. 

318. Who gave you the ticket there ?— I heard the 
man’s name, I disremember it now ; I knoAV him 
quite well. 
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319. Was he acting for any candidate ? — I do not 
know he was filling tickets and distributing them to 
the Toters there. 

320. The voters for whom ? — For O’Flaherty. 

321. "Was there another man for Dunkellin ? — No 

322. Did you get any more porter on Lord Dun- 
kellin’s account ?— No, only the porter there ; I did 
not look for it. 

323. Was thei'O a great crowd, were there 100 
people ?— Hardly ; I do not think the place would 
contain 100. 

324. Was there a barrel there, could you turn the 
cock yourself ?— No, it was only bottled porter. 

325. And you were never asked for any payment 
at all for the bottle you took ? — Never. 



326. {Chief Commissioner.') Did you get any Benj. Mathews. 

money from anybody besides the two pounds you got _ 

at the pigeon-hole ? did you get any from Lord Dun- 

keliin ? — No, I did not. 

327. Did you get any more money connected with 
that election from anybody whatever ? — No, I did 
not. 

328. Do you know whether the otlier braziers got 
money ? were they all at the pigeon-hole ? — ^Not one 
I know of. 

329. Did you get any more drink or treating than 
the one transaction that you have deposed to ? — No, 
that is all. 

3^0. {Mr. Cotnmissioncr Leahy.) There was nothing 
wrong in the ticket — the ticket was for polling ; it 
was the seal that entitled it to payment at the pigeon- 
hole ? — Oh ! yes, certainly. 



Timothy Neavki-l sworn and examined. 



TimolhyXewell. 



331. {Chief Commissioner.) What are you, Newell ? 
— A chandler. 

332. Have you a vote, and in what right ? — I was 
passed by Mr. Lynch. 

333. As a freeman ? — Yes. 

334. How long have you been a freeman ? — 1 was 
passed by Mr. Lynch in 1847, for the first time. 

335. How many elections have you voted at? — 
Two 5 at the last and in 1852. 

336. flow did you vote at the last election? — For 
Lord Dunkellin and O’Flaherty. 

337. Do you know a grocer named Myles Ward ? 
— I do. 

338. Did you see him about the last election ? — 
We did. 

339. Were tliere others beside you ? — A man 
named Codyre. 

340. Wlio else ? — Why there was a man named 
Glynn, a carpenter, and a man inuued Wolsli, a 
slater, I think. 

341. What brought you to Ward’s ? — We went in 
for him to take down our names till we voted. 

342. What was he to take down your names for ? — 
To go to the poll. 

343. Had you all made up your minds how you 
would vote ? — We had. 

344. When you went to Ward, what did you tell 
him ? — We told him we would go along with him 
for Dunkellin and O’Flalierty. 

345. He took down the names ; did he say any- 
thing about being remunerated or rewarded ? — He 
did not. 

346. Did he say you would get the same as the 
rest of the boys ? Did he tell you there would be 
anything good going ? — He said he would take down 
our names and to go to the poll at an early hour. 

347. Did he say no more ? Did he make no 
mention of Browne or Oliver, or any of those 
persons ? Did he say notliing more than what you 
liave told us ? — No ; but he treated us to a part of 
a naggin of spirits ; he took down the names and 
gave us a ti-eat. 

348. What did ho give you? — A naggin of 
whiskey. 

349. Were there other persons there getting 
whiskey, or anybody besides the three or four of 
your party ? — Only the three or four of us were 
there. 

350. Did he give you each a naggin ? — No, but 
one naggin amongst all ; I did not take any of it. 

351. Did you get a card from Ward ? — Merely to 
go to the poll. 

352. Did you go to the poll ? — I did. 

353. You voted for Lord Dunkellin and Mr. 
O’Flaherty ? — Yes. 

354. After you had voted, did you hear anything 
about a card ? — Wlien I came out I heard. 

355. From whom did you hear it ? — I got directions 
to go to Dr. Browne, from a man named Considine, 
a poor-rate collector, I think. 



356. Did you go to Dr. Browne — to Good’s house? 
—I did. 

357. Did you see him there alone ? — He was in a 
room. 

358. And you got your ticket sealed ? — did. 

359. Did you see any other voters there, getting 
their cards sealed ? — There were some persons in 
the house, but not in the room. 

360. Were there any voters in the house or pas- 
sage ? — I cannot exactly tell ; I cannot recollect. 

361. When you got your card sealed, did he tell 
you where to go ? — No, he did not. 

362. Did you know where to go ? — I got the 
direction after. 

363. Who gave you the direction ? — I heai-d people 
saying outside to go down to Oliver’s. 

364. You do not recollect what were these persons’ 
names ? — I do not. 

365. Did you go to Oliver’s ? — I did. 

366. Were you taken to the pigeon-hole, and did 
you get 21. — I did. 

367. You put up your hand like the rest, and got 
the money ? — I did. 

368. Did you sec anybody at Oliver’s ? did you 
see any voters ? — Nobody was there but a few bakers, 
I believe, inside in the bakehouse. 

369. Nobody but who ? — One or two bakers in 
the bakehouse. 

370. Were they working at the time ? — I do not 
know if they were working at the time, but they 
were in the bakehouse. 

371. Were they voters ?— One man named Michael 
Greene ; he works there. 

372. Did you know any other ? wei-e they merely 
labouring men ivlio were working there, or were they 
voters ?— I could not tell. 

373. Did you go out a different way ? — I did ; 
a man named Mat Usher showed me the way out. 

374. How many chandlers are there freemen ?— I 
do not think any but myself. 

375. Do you belong to any club or body of trades- 
men ? — I do not. 

376. You act by yourself? — Yes. 

377. You voted in 1852 ? — Yes. 

378. Who were the candidates then, do you re- 
collect ? — Mr. Martin Joseph Blake, Mr. O’Flalicrty, 
and Lord Dunkellin. 

379. For whom did you vote in the year 1852 ? — 
Martin Joseph Blake. 

380. You gave him a plumper ? — I did. 

381. Did you receive any money in 1852, in con- 
nection with your vote ? — No, I did not. 

382. Who induced you, on the part of JIartiu 
Joseph Blake, to vote in 1852 ? — I went myself. 

383. Did you get any promise in the year 1852 of 
anything in the shape of reward or remuneration for 
your vote ? — No, I did not. 

384. Did you in 1852 get any wine, whiskey, 
spirits, or beer to drink ? — No, I did not. 

B 
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TimoihyNewell. 
29 Sept. 1857. 



M. Codyre. 



385. 'Were there any pigeon-holes or cards in 
1852 ? — ^Not that I know of. 

386. On your oath, did you get any promise of 
money or remuneration for your vote in 1852 ?— On 
my oath, I did not. 

387. Was there any meeting at that tune of the 

freemen about their votes ?— I do not recollect that 
there wa.s. , . o 

388. Did you attend any meeting oi the kmd r 
— 1 did not. 

389. Did you vote entirely from yourself ! — I did. 

390. Were you a party in 1852 to any proposition 
for so much a liead for freemen ? — I was not. 

391. Or knew of it ? — No. 

392. Do you know Mr. Patrick Blake, Q.C. ? — I 
thiiili I. do. 

393. Did you hear of his standing for the town 
before the last election ? — I did. I saw him. 

394. Did you attend any meeting of freemen to 
meet Mr. Blake ?— I one night attended a meeting at 
Mr. Nolan’s, of the Square, where the hotel is kept. 

395. Were there any freemen there in the hotel 
that night ? — A great number. I could not tell how 
many ; the hotel was croivded. 



396. Was Mr. Blake there ? — In the day-time, 
never. 

397. Day or night, when you were there ? Was he 
or were any of his agents ? — I do not know any of 
the agents. 

398. Well, himself ; did you lieai’ him make any 
speech to the freemen ? — do not think I was there 
that day. 

399. Did you hear anybody coming forward on 
behalf of the freemen, and offer to vote for 10/. a 
head ? — I did not. 

400. Did you lieai' Mr. Blake say the Bank of Ire- 
land would not stand Galway- ? Did you hear any- 
thing of the' kind- pass'? — I did not. 

401. Did you know before this last election of any 
resolution on the pai-f of the freemen -\vhb supported 
Mr. O’Flaherty ? was there any meeting before they 
voted for Him ? — ^No, I did not know there was. 

403. {Mr. Commissioner White.) Did you get any 
money from Lord Dunkellin’s party to vote at the 
last election ? — I did not. 

403. Tou sweai- tliat ? — I can. 



Michael Codvre sworn and examined. 



404. {Chief Commissioner.) What are you by 
occupation ? — A brogue maker. 

405. A brogue maker, that is a shoemaker ?— Yes. 

406. Are you a freeman ? — I am. 

407. Were you admitted by Mr. Lynch ? — I was ; 
it is a good while since I was admitted the first time 
— it is 14 or 15 yeai-s. 

408. How many elections have yon voted at ? — 
Two. 

409. Tlie two last ?— No, at Mr. Monahan’s elec- 
tion in 1847, and the last. 

410. Can you tell mo as well as you know, how 
many shoemakers are freemen ? — A good many, 16 oi- 
ls, I believe. 

411. Ai-o there more ?— I do not know. 

412. Ai-e they a most iiumerous class of tradesmen ? 
—Yes. 

413. Have you any head to the body of shoemakers, 
or do you ever meet as a body — No. 

414. Before the last election was there any meeting 
of the shoemakers to consider how they would vote ? 
— Not that I knew. 

415. Was there any of the whole body of the 
freemen ; were you at any '■ — I was at one in the 
time of Mr. Blake’s canvassing. 

416. But was there any meeting of them in 
reference to voting for Mr. O’Flalicrty ?— No, not 
that 1 knew. 

417. Or for Lord Dunkollin ? — No. 

418. For whom did you vote •? — O’Flalierty. 

419. Had you seen either Ward or Oliver before 
you voted? — I had seen Ward, I -was in his own 
shop. 

420. Who was with you ? — ^Newell. 

421. Who else ? — B. Walsh, the slatei-i 

422. And who else ? — Another man named Finegan, 
a smith. 

423. Wiiat happened at Ward’s ? did you get any 
drink ? did anything more than Newell has told 
occur ? — Not that I know of. 

424. WHiat brought you in there ? — To be treated. 

425. Who brought you in ? — A man named 
Walsli. 

426. Did Walsli meet you ? — It is not that Walsh, 
it is iuiother Walsh. 

427. W'hat is ho ? — A smith named Walsh ; he 
works in the foundry. 

428. He brought you in, and anybody else ? — 
Only me and Newell. 

429. You went in and got a naggin between you 
all, and no more passed, you say ? — No more. 

430. What time did you vote ? — I believe between 
10 and 11 o’clock, 



431. Had you seen any of these persons, Oliver or 
Ward, again in the meantime ? — I saw Oliver after 
coming out. 

432. Did he say anything ? — No ; he only asked 
me had l a card. 

483. Did you know what that meant ? — Well, I 
partly guessed.. 

434. Oh, you partly guessed ; where did you go 
then ? — I had left my card inside when I went to 
poll, and when I came out I met Ward and told him 
I had left it inside, and he told me to go and get the 
card. He did not tell me to do anything more. 

435. What did you do when you got a cai-d ?— I 
went to Oliver’s first, but my cai-d was not then 
sealed. 

436. Did any one point that out to you ? — I 
seen Miss Oliver at the door, and she told me I should 
go and get it sealed. 

437. Oh, she told you to go and get it sealed ; 
where ? — At Dr. Browne’s. 

438. Did you go to Good’s house and get it sealed 
by Dr. Broivne ? — I did. 

439. When at Good’s with Dr. Browne getting it 
sealed, did you see anybody else getting cai-ds sealed ? 
— I saw some voters, but I did not see any of them 
with cai-ds, as I best recollect. 

440. Do you recollect the names of any of those 
voters ? — I recollect the name, of only one — Peter 
Browne. 

441. After you got your cai-d sealed by Dr. Browne, 
where did you go ? — I went to Oliver’s. 

442. Did you go to the pigeon-hole and receive two 
1/. notes ?— -I did. 

443. Did you go out the back way, and did you 
see anybody ? — I seen Mat. Usher in the bakehouse. 

444. What became of the cai-d Z — I gave the cai-d 
in, and never saw it agam. 

445. Did you see who was inside the hole ? — I did 
not. 

446. Did you see any other voter at Oliver’s ?• — 
Wlien coming away I saw Henry Symon. 

447. I think you told me you did not vote in 1852, 
the time Lord Dunkellin first started ? — ^No, I had no 
vote ; it was out of date. I did not re-register ; I lot 
the time pass. 

448. Were you at any meeting of freemen in 1852 
about votes ? — Not that I know. 

449. Come back to Mr. Blake’s canvass ; were 
you at the hptel the day that Mr. Blake made his 
speech ? — I was. 

450. Did anything pass that day on the part ol the 
freemen, or did anybody on the paj,‘t of the freemen 
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state that they would vote for 10/. a head ?-I did 
Jot know anything about it. I did not hear it. 

451 Did anything pass about money at all ?— 
There' did. There was a list of men of my own guild 
given in. 

452. Who gave it in "i - — I do hot say much for the 
men who gave it in. 

453. But there was some list handed in ; Avas there 
anything said publicly about money ? — No. 

454. Was there talk between the voters them- 
gglves'?— Between themselves, that is all. 

455. Was U told out in the room ? — No; only whis- 
pering among themselves. 

456. Who talked about money, and what was said ? 
—They gave in a number of men, or a' number- of 
names, with figures opposite each. 

■ 457. Was that the price ?— Well, I thought so. 

458. Now have you any doubt that it was the 
pvice ?— Yes, I think it was. 

459. Were there many names upon that list ? — I 
think 23 or 24. 

460. Were they of any particular trade or generally 
out of the freemen ?— No ; , they were all the same 

^^46^1. Had Oliver anything to say to these 23 ?— 
No. . - • 

462. Had Ward ? — No. 

463. Oh! they were all out of the same trade? 
wliat trade ivas that ? — Brogue-maker-s. 

464. Your oivn trade ? who acts as spokesman for 
the shoemakers and brogue-makers ?— There is no 
head to them. 

465. No head ? you just made it out ainong your- 
selves and had it there ? — Yes. 

466. Towhomwas that list given ? — To Mr. Butler. 

467. What is his Christian name, or what is he ? — 
I do not know'' ; he stops at the gas-house. 

468. Can you tell me what amount was down for 
each of the 23 ?— Well, the thing dropped otf the 
next day, and I heard no more about it. 

469. Do you knoiv what was done for yourself ? — 
Yes, my name was down. 



470. Do you know hmv much was opposite to your 

name ? — I believe 51. .. o . , „-7 

471. Was that the general sum? — ^Yes, generally ^ ' 

51. 

472. Hiul any something more or less ? — No, all 51. 

473. Five pounds a head for the 23 ? — Yes. 

474. Do you knoAV any more of the affair of the 
cai’ds and the tickets at so much a head ? — I do not. 

475. Whom did you vote for at the last election i* — 

I voted for Lord Duukcllin and Mr. O’Flaherty. 

476. Did you get any money from Lord Dimkellin ? 

— No. 

477. Did you get any promise ? — No. 

478. Nothing ? — None at all. 

479. Did you get any offer from Lord Dunkcllin ? 

— No ; I got some Avhiskey on Mr. O’Flalierty’s 
side. 

480. Was it at the stable w’C heard of ? — It was at 
Ward’s on the day of polling. 

481. How many were at'VIhird’s taking whiskey on 
the day of polling ? — Four, I believe. 

482. They did not pay anything for it ? — They got 
it all free. 

483. Did you get any more ? — We got some more 

coming aw'ay. I could not say what complement it 
was. At that time we did not. ,, 

484. Well, at any time did you get more? — We 
got some ale afterwards. 

485. Were there then any more persons with you 
besides the four you spoke of ? — Neither of the 
persons who was' with me first Avas Avith me Avhen 
I took the last : Wai-d’s Avas the house at which I 
got it. 

486. Were houses open for O’Flalierty the aa’IioIc 
day to give drink to anybody that voted ? — I could 
not say. 

487. Commissioner Leahy.) Did not you think 
when you got the 21. that H. Avas for Mr. O’I'laherty 
and ll. for Lord Dimkellin ? — I did not. 

488. The 21. you thought Avere for Mr. O’Flaherty ? 

— Yes. 

489. Did you read what Avas on the ticket you 
got ? — No. 

490. You did not look at it ? — No. 



Paihick Glynn sworn and examined. 



Patrick Glynn. 



491. (Chief Commissioner.) Where .do you live ? — 
In Carrabrowne. 

492. You hold a farm, I believe, and vote in right 
of your land being rated to the poor at' 81. a year ? — 
Yes. 

493. Wlio is your landlord? — Formerly Lord 
Oraumore, but noAV it is the Alliance Company. 

494. Are there many other tenants of that Company 
voters ?— There are Corcoran, Glyjm, Codum, Malony, 
Murphy, and Duggan. 

495. Are they all on that estate ? — Weil, I dare 
say but it is; it is a small estate. 

496. And you all vote as ratepayers ? — Yes. 

497. Did you vote at the last election ? — did ; 
for Colonel French and Lord Dunkellin. 

498. Did you see Myles Ward before you voted? — 
I did, in a house of Pat Kerrigan’s, a publican. 

499. What brought you then into Ken-igan’s ? — It 
is generally a house I resorted in, and I Avas in the 
habit of going, I believe, along Avith the tenants ; 
there Ave sat together, and a few of us Avere having a 
half a gallon of porter. 

500. Did you go there of yourselves, or Avere you 
told? — ^No, Avc AA'ere not told; Ave went of ourselves. 

501. Was his house open as a treating house for 
voters ? — No, indeed it Avas not ; hut it Avas properly 
open for custom. 

502. Were you to pay for everything you got ; — 
We were. 

503. You all went to Kerrigan’s ? — Yes, so far as 
seven. 

504. Did you send for Ward, or did Ward come to 
you ? — W ard came to us. 



505. Now tell Avhat happened between you and 

Ward? When Ward came in he asked for avIio avc 

Avould vote; and the answer was made to Ward, that 
we Avould give a split voice for Lord Dunkellin, and 
the, second to whoever Ave’d choose. “ Well,” said he, 

“ if you give the second split for Anthony O’Flaherty, 

“ you Avill he able to got '61. a man.” 

506. You Avere to get 3/. a man ? — We Avere to get 
three pounds a man. Well, Ave Avere not decided on 
it. Mr. Ward went out and came in a second time, 
and brought in a registry list with him, in order to 
see if we had qualified. He read out the names of 
the seven that Avere to the fore, and Avheii he found 
they Avere all qualified he put his hand into his 
pocket, and said he Avouid give them Jialf a three- 
pound note at present, and after voting he would give 
the other half ; one of the men objected Avithout 
getting the whole amount. 

507. Who Avas that ? — Timothy Glynn. 

508. Timothy Glynn objected unless he got the 
Avhole ? — Yes ; then Ward did not agi'be to that, and 
Ward Avent out again, and that Avas all I liad to say 
to it. 

509. Was that all that passed on that occasion ? — 
Merely to give three of these a half note, till it came 
to Timothy Glynn’s turn, and tlion lie objected, and 
then the others returned hack the money. 

510. - Did you get a half note ?— No, not one ; nor 
Avould 1 accept it, for I Avas determined to A-ote for 
Colonel French and Lord Dunkellin. 

511. Then you did not get any money ?— I didnot ; 
I would not accept it ; I voted for Colonel French and 
Lord Dunkellin. 

B 2 
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Patrick Glynn, 
29 Sept. 1837. 



TimoihyGhjnn. 



512. Did anj other man of Ilie seven vote for 
Dunkeliiii and h'rcndi ‘i'—Tliere did, a man named 
John Duggan, and another named Patriek Small. 

513. Were they all there when the half notes were 
given ? — Stnall was not, hut Duggan was. 

514. When you went up to poll, where did you go? 
did you go to any tally-room? — I first went to the 
tally-room of Lord Dunkellin. 

515. Ilad you any conversation with any one as 
the agent of Lord Dunkellin ? — So far as that, we 
were inclined to vote for Colonel French and Lord 
Dunkellin. 

516. You told that ? did you get any money or 
any promise of money ? — i^o, indeed ; nothing at all 
about it. 

517. Where did you go then, after coming out of 
this house? — I came out of the tally-room, and voted 
for Colonel French and Lord Dunkellin. 

518. Before you voted, did you go to any tally- 
room of Colonel French’s ? — I did not. 

519. Did you see his agent ? — I did not ; but I had 
a conversation. I was more than inclined to vote for 
him. 

520. But who was his agent? I want to know his 
name; do you know it? — Well, I cannot recollect at 
present. 



521. Did you get any money from Colonel French 
or any agent of his ? — No, indeed ; nor did not hear 
anything about it. 

522. Did you get any more drink from any of the 
parties? — Wegot nothing, except what Ipaidfor myself. 

523. At Kerrigan’s ? — Yes. 

524. Did you see any house for drink open for 
Colonel French’s voters V — No. 

525. Or Lord Dunkellin’s voters ? — No. 

526. You did not go into any of them, or get any 
drink, but what tvas paid for at Kerrigan’s ? — No. 

527. Did you see any of the other men getting 
drink ? — No, except what was paid for. 

528. On your oath, was there any reward, remune- 
ration, com])onsation, or promise from Lord Dunkellin 
or Colonel French, or their agents, to you? — On my 
oath tliere was not. 

529. Was there to any of the other men, or to the 
men that %-oted along with you — to Duggan ? — I am 
sure there was not ; they just went along with me. 

530. Had you a vote prior to this election ? — No. 

531. {Mr. Commissioner Leah.) How many of the 
men got half votes ? — Only three got it at the time, 
and sure they returned it immediately again ; the rest 
did not get half notes at ail, after Timothy Glynn 
objecting. 

532. But the offer was to give the whole seven 3/. 
a man ? — Yes. 



Timothy Glynn swoni and examined. 



533. {Chief Commissiojier.) You vote as a farmer, 
as a 8/. ratepayer, do you not? — Yes. 

534. You live on the Carrabrowne estate, that we 
have heard about? — Yes. 

535. You voted at the last election? — No. 

536. You did not vote at all? — No. 

537. Why did you not vote ? — Begad, I do not 
know. 

538. Was it because you did not get money that 
you did not vote ?— No. 

539. Do you recollect anybody coming to the Car- 
rabrowne estate ? I want to get the names ; Bernard 
O’.Flaherty was there ? — He was. 

540. Anthony O’Flaherty was there? — Ho was. 

541. Who else? — There was a good many in it. 

542. Do you know anything about a H. note that 
was given amongst the voters to drink? — No, I did 
not see it. 

543. Were you present at this meeting that you 
heard Patrick Glynn tell about, on the day of voting ? 
— 1 was not present. 

544. Why ! were you not offered any money ? — I 

545. By w'liom ? — Myles Ward. He offered us 
three liulf notes ; he was to give us each three half 
notes, and he was to give the other half when we 
would go up. 

546. Did you refuse ? — I did. 

547. Wliy did you refuse ? — I refused when I was 
not getting the lull amount. 

548. When you would not get the full amount in 
your liand, you would not do it. Did you say that to 
Ward ?— r did. 

549. Was it you that spoke out ? — I did. 

550. And when you did not get it you went away, 
and did not vote ? — No, I did not leave the town. 

551. You never voted during the day ? — 1 did not. 

552. Did yon get any drink during the day ? — 
I did. 

553. From whom ? — From Myles Ward; an order 
on his own house for 5.?. worth. 

554. Oh, it was on his own house he gave you the 
order to get drink, to the amount of five shillings ; 
did you get it? — I did. 

555. Did yon see any other persons drinking there ? 
— Yes, one Fai-rell and Boyle, and a good many 
others. 



556. Were there many others ?-— There were a 
good many ; I could not tell how many — a good 
many. 

557. Could you toll how many voters ? — I do not 
know whether Farrell and Boyle had a vote. 

558. Did you get money for not voting ? — Not a 
farthing. 

559. Had you a vote in the year 1852 ? — I know 
nothing about 1852. 

560. Well, do you recollect Lord Dunkellin 
standing with O’Flaherty and Blake ? — I do. 

561. For whom did you vote at that election? — 
Blake and O’Flalierty. 

562. For Blake and O’Flaherty, against Lord Dun- 
kellin ? — Yes. 

563. Tell me, did you get any money at that 
election ? — Indeed I did not. 

564. Who was your landlord at that election, was 
it the Alliance Company, or Lord Oranmore ? — I 
believe it was Lord Oranmore. 

565. Did Lord Oranmore’s agent go to you, hi 
reference to whom you were to vote for ? — I do not 
recollect. 

566. Had you any promise or engagement of money 
from any person on behalf of either Blake or 
O’Flaherty in 1852 for your vote, or did you ever get 
miy money ? — No. 

567. Do you know of your own knowledge of any 
money being paid to voters of O’Flaherty and Blake 
in 1852 ? — I do not. 

568. {Mr. Commissioner Leahy.) In 1852, did you 
vote for your landlord at that time ? — I do not know 
anything about 1852. 

569. You know very well what I ask. Did you 
vote at the time to please your landlord or his agent ? 
• — I voted for Mr. Blake. 

570. Do you recollect the agent going to you about 
it ? — I do not recollect. 

571. {Chief Commissioner^ Who was Lord Oran- 
more’s agent then ? — Mr. Lawrence Glynn, he was 
the agent. 

572. Had he a vote himself? — ^I do not know 
whether he had or not, because he lived in the 
county Mayo. 

573. {Mr. Commissioner Leahy.) You would not 
vote at the last election because you would not get 
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the whole of the Bl. ; why did you vote without any 
money in 1852 ?— Because I had a mind to do it. 

574. Wlien you came in at the time did you not get 
a treat in the town ?— Except the mere half gallon of 



beer, and there was about nine or ten of us at the 
tiiiie ; very little of it fell to me. 

575. Why that was a very dry election ? — Wasn’t 
it now? 



Timolhj Glynn. 
29 Sept. 1857. 



David Corcorax sworn and examined. 



D. Corcoran. 



576. {Chief Co7)innssioner.) You are a fairaer at 
Cavrabrownc ? — ^Yes. 

577. You vote as a rated occupier, I believe ? — ^Yes. 

578. How far from Galway is the place where you 
liye ? — About three miles. 

579. Do you recollect Bernard O’Elaherty or any- 
body else going out before the election ? — I did. 

580. Was llochfort, the attorney, there that day ? 
— Yes. 

581. Was Michael Ward there ? — ^Yes. 

582. Wa.s Tierney there? — 'Yes. 

583. Very good ; tell me what passed at that 
time ? — They came up to my house and asked me to 
vote for 0‘Elaherty. I told him what I suffered at 
the election in 1852, and that I did not wish to vote 
for anybody, for I suffered a good deal. 

584. You told them that ? — Yes. Then O’Flaherty 
wanted me to poll for himself. I told liiiu I would 
give him my answer in a few days. 

585. Did they say anything about remunerating 
you on that day ? did they say anything about com- 
pensation, or giving money on that day ? — No, they 
did not. 

586. Did you see a man named Duggan, he has a 
vote, too, I believe ? — Duggan himself has two sons ; 
Duggan my neighbour has a vote. 

587. Did Duggan say anything that day about 
getting money ? — I was not present. 

588. Were you present when U. was given? — I 
did not see Duggan at all that day. 

589. Well, nei'cr mind Duggan ; did you see the 
one pound given ? — It was myself got the pound. 

590. Who gave it ? — Bernard O’Flaherty. 

591. For what ? — Some boys were there, I believe 
15 in number, at the new line from Galway to Ilead- 
fort. On Sunday it v-as, and the boys called out for 
the price of a drink ; the gentlemen moved oft" a 
couple of yards and the boys called after them ; and 
Bernard O’Flaherty called myself and gave the 
pound to me. 

592. You voted at the last election ? — I did. 

593. For whom ?— For Anthony O’Flaherty and 
Lord Dunkellin. 

594. Did anybody canvass you for Lord Dunkellin? 
— There did. 

595. Who ? — Mr. Carter and Fidlon. 

596. Who is Mr. Caider ? — An acting man for 
Lord Dunkellin. 

597. Did he offer you any money, or promise you 
any ? — .Never. 

598. You know Myles Ward ? did he offer any 
money ? — ^Yes, in half notes he tendered payment. 

599. Was it at Kerrigan’s ? is that the same trans- 
action that Timothy and Patrick Glynn were at ? — 
Timothy Glynn and Malacliy Maloney were there. 



600. What did Ward do ? — Ward tendered them 
half notes, half three-pound notes ; and then I’imotliy 
Glynn made objection that he did not get the full 
notes, and would not agree. I advised them to poll 
and not to mind it. 

601. What next ? — Murphy, John Duggan, and 
myself gave back the Imlf notes, when Glynn would 
not agree, and went and 2>olled for O’Flaherty. 

602. Did you get the three-pound note or any 
other money since ? — Never. 

603. Why did you poll for nothing when j'ou all 
objected to the half notes of three pounds ? — I did 
not want it at all, but when the other men asked it 
I did not want to oppose. 

604. Did any of the others get it from Mr. 
0‘Flaherty again ? — ^Not so far as I had oijportunity 
to know. 

605. Did you get any money since ? — No money ; 

I went and voted for nothing. 

606. (3Ir. Commissioner Leahy.) You. took the hi\\f 
notes just to keep the others in countenance, merely 
to keep them in good humour, was it not ? — Yes, 
indeed ; it was merely that I might not be strange, 
but I did not want the money. 

607. ( Chief Cojnmissioner.) Had you a vote before 
the last election, had you a vote when Blalcc and 
O’Flaherty stood first ?— I had. 

608. Did you get any money at that election, did 
anybody offer you money at the time ? — No, never a 
farthing. 

609. Was there no money going at that time ? — 
No, not to me. 

610. But yoit heard it was going in other quarters ? ' 
— I heard it was going in other quarters when 1 
came into the town. 

611. But did you hear that anybody else from 
Carrabrowne got anything ? — X did not see anything 
going at all. 

612. Did you see anybody get anything then ? — 
No, indeed. 

618. Did you get any pi-omise made to you at the 
time ? — No, indeed. 

614. (Mr. Commissioner Leahy.) At the time in 
1852 when you came in, you hoard there was money 
in the town ? you heard it, everybody heard it ? — 
Everybody heard it. 

615. Did your landlord or his agent interfere about 
the election at that time ? you were then under Lord 
Oranmore, were you not ? — No ; I believe under the 
Alliance Company. 

616. You got no drink or nothing that time in 
1852, you got nothing for your vote ? — Indeed I do not 
think I got a drop of drink. 

617. Of porter or anything ? — I could not say. 



Thomas Madden, sworn and examined. 



618. (Chief Commissioner.) What are you by 
trade ? — I am a dealing man. 

619. In what ? — I deal in everything, in fact, corn, 
pigs, and cattle. 

620. You live in Galway 5 have you a vote ? — 
Yes. 

621. As what ? — As a householder. 

622. How did you vote at the last election ? — I 
voted for Colonel French — a plumper. 

623. Did you get any money for that vote ? — 
Never. 

624. Were you promised any money ?— -Never. 



625. Had you any agreement made with you in 
consideration of your vote, or for your heiiefit ? — No. 

626. Was there any treating by Colonel French, 
his agents, or otherwise ? — No, indeed j 011 my oath I 
do not know it. 

627. Were you present at a conver.sation between 
Myles Ward and Edwai'd Waldron ? — Yes. 

628. Will you have the goodness now to tell tlie 

conversation which you heard between Ward and 
Waldron ?— I was walking down on the foot-path in 
Abheygatc-street, the street I live in. Waldron has 
a shop in Abbeygate-street, the door of it at that 
time was just opposite Waldron’s shop, Ward 



T. Madden, 
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T. Madden. 
29 Sept. 1857. 



walk out from lus own shop over to Waldron. 
Waldron was sitting in a chair, and Ward stood on 
the brink of tiie foot-path in this way, (the witness 
here stood up on the table,) he was making impres- 
sions on Waldron, striving to induce him to vote for 
O’Flaherty. lie was offering him some money, and 
said he, “ If you doubt me now, come down to Oliver’s 
“ house and I will give you Oliver and Doctor Browne 
“ as security for it.” I walked down at tlie moment, 
and repeatedly after tliat I saw Ward speaking to 
Waldron. 

629. Tell me; in that conversation did you bear 
anything said about any number of voters secured ? — • 
Yes ; I think there were 20 or 23 made mention of. 

630. Who mentioned that? Have you any recol- 
lection whether it was Ward or Waldron said it ? — 
I cannot say. 

631. How many have you, 20 or 23 ? wasthatwliat 
was said ?— Yes, I think so ; I only listened for five 
or six minutes, when I went away. 

632. When Ward .said to Waldron, “If you doubt 
“ my word, I will give you Oliver and Doctor Browne 
“ as security,” did he say anything ? — “Oh !” said he, 
“ 1 would take your own word for lOOZ.,” or some- 
thing to that effect. I think that was the word he 
said ; that was all I heard. I was not more than two 
or three minutes. 

633. Do you recollect Mr. Blake, the Queens 
counsel, canvassing the town ? — Yes. 

634. Were you at any meeting of freemen, or 
electors, to meet Mr. Blake ? — No, I was not. 

635. You do not know anything about the matter ? 
— I do not. 

636. Did you vote in 1852? — I did. 

637. For Avhom did you vote?— Martin Joseph 
Blake and O’Flaherty. 

638. Was there any money going in 1852, to your 
knowledge ? — Not to my knOAvledge. 

639. Did you receive any yourself, or any promise ? 
I distinctly swear that I never handled a penny 

^ 640. Or any agreement of the kind? — Never in 
my life. 

641. Do you know, of your own knowledge, in 
1852, of !iny money going between voters ? Do you 
know of Waldron or Ward doing anything in tliat 
way? No, nor any other freemen in G-alway. 



642. (ilfr. Commissioner Leahy.') Were you aware 
of any meeting of freemen at the last election in 
Galway at all? — I was at a liouse in Ahbeygate- 
street, where the freemen were coming in, and saying 
that they would support Colonel French to a man. 

" 643. Did you take an active piut in the last election 
for Colonel French ? — No ; I did not take an active 
part, more than another person. 

644. Did you liear of the freemen at that, or any 
other meeting, complaining of there being no money 
going ? — On my solenm oath, I do not know a word 
about it. 

645. When Waldron was speaking of 20 or 23 men, 
did you understand it to mean the butchers? — I 
understood it to mean 23 of his own trade. 

646. Was it 23 of his own trade that Waldi-on was 
trying to buy — the butchers ? — Exactly. 

647. {Mr. Commissioner White.) Was it publicly 
rumoured in the town that money was being paid to 
any of the voters ?. — 1 did not hear. 

648. You do not recollect any public rumour to 
that effect ? — No. 

649. {Mr. Commissioner Leahy.) And you mean to 
say before the court, tliat you Avere living in Galway 
in 1852, and that you did not hear it said that money 
was going in 1852 at the election? — On my solemn 
oath I never heard that. I heard it rumoured. 

650. {Mr. Commissioner White.) That was what I 
asked. — Eeport said that 1001. had been paid to 
myself, and 30^. from Colonel French ; but I never 
received one penny. 

651. {Mr. Commissioner Leahy.) But Avbat I mean 
is, is it your belief that plenty of money Avas going 
in 1852 ? — 1 do not believe that tliere Avas any going. 
There might be some going ; hut I do not believe it, 
as I did not see it. I heai-d it, but I did not see it. 

652. {Mr. Commissioner White.) That was the 
question 1 asked, if it wei-e publicly rumoured in the 
tOAvn of Gahvay in 1852, that Mr. Blake or Mr. 
O’Flalierty, or any other candidate or agents on their 
behalf, had been paying large sums of money to 
voters ? — On my solemn oath I nev'Cr saAV or knew 
an agent to pay one shLUing. 

653. I did not ask you that ; I asked if it Avere 
publicly rumoured in the town that money Avas being 
paid ill 1852? — Why, at election times people Avill 
speak at random things thei-e is no foundation for. 



E. WaldTon. 



Edward Waldron SAvorn and examined. 



654. ( Chief Commissioner.) What is your occupa- 
tion? — -A victualler by trade. 

655. A butcher ? — ^Yes. 

656. You have a vote for the county of the tOAvii, 
as a freeman ? — Yes, as a freeman. 

657. Who admitted you ? — I Avas admitted in the 
time of Mr. Lynch. 

658. Are there many other butchers freemen ? — 
Forty-six or forty-seven. I am not sure how many. 

659. Are the forty-six hutchors a guild or com- 
pany, or anything of that kind among themselves ? — 
They are a trade to themselves. 

660. I knoAv that they are a trade to themselves ; 
but have they any meetings as a trade or company ? 
Not a knOAv I know. 

661. Have you any head ? — Yes, sir. 

662. Has this trade a head ? is tliere a master 
butcher ? — There is no head master, they are all just 
the same. 

663. You say there are forty-six of them; is yours 
the most numerous ti-ade among the freemen ? — I 
do not knoAV ; I cannot say. 

664. Did you see Mi-. Wai-d in Abbeygate-street 
on one day — Wednesday — and had you a conversa- 
tion Avith him ? Did you hear Madden deposing to a 
conversation betAveen Ward and yourself ?— Yes, 
Wai-d and me Avere chatting together. 

665. You heard Madden state Avliat pas.sed. On 
your oath, is that ti-ue ?— On my oath it is true. 



666. Ho offered you the security of Doctor Browne 
and another gentleman, Oliver, and you said you 
Avere content with his OAvn word for a hundred 
pounds ? — I did. 

667. Did he and you make any agreement to give 
any sums of money ? — We did. He said Ik; Avould 
give four pound a man for twenty-three of us. 

668. For the Avhole trade ? — No, only for twenty- 
three. 

669. Then the twenty-three folloAved you as their 

leader ? No, they did not folloAv me, for some of 

them Avent against me. 

670. You mean to say that some of them did not 
vote for yon afterwai-ds 't — Some of them did not vote 
Avith me after. 

671. But you offered the tAveiity-three for four 
pounds a man ? — When they Avent doAvn they were 
only giving three pounds, and tliey came hack again. 

672. Did anything more pass ? — Ho said lie Avould 
give me an order for as much as I liked. 

673. For Avhat, for drink ? — To drink ; yes, at his 
OAvn house. 

674. Do you recollect Iioav much the order Avas 

foi- ? It Avas for as much as I Avished to call for. 

675. I see in your evidence to the House of Com- 
mons that you stated it Avas for thirty shillings ? — 
That is so. 

676. Which is right, the statement you noAV make 
of an unlimited order for as much as you wished to 
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rail for or the former one that it was drunk to the ' Myles Ward’s all voters ?— No. Some of them wei-e Waldron, 

amount of thirty shillings ?— As I think, thhdy^^^^^^ women and children _ . ivi i w a • 29 Sept. 185;. 

Uno-s • it was as far as I liked up to thirty shillings, 704. Do you rememher saying to Myles Ward m ^ 

Lt I could not reach more. ^ the conversation, that the victuallers or butchers 

fi77 Were you to treat friends up to that ?— Yea, would all go the same way? Do you recollect whether 

•f they liked Ward. 

678. Did YOU see Ward afterwards again that 705. Yes ?— He was pressing it on me, and I told 
^Yos'^-he came to me at one o’clock that him I would do my endeavours. 

■ 706. Did you say to him that you would go together 

”'|79. Had you in the meantime seen the twenty- in a body ?— Not to my knowledge. 



three inen for whom you and Ward talked of four 707. You do not recollect that ?— I do not. 

Bounds a head Only two or three of them. 708. Had there been any previous meeting between 

^ 680 What did you find these two or three willing the butchers about the election ?— There was one 
to do ’—One went down to Oliver, and he said they that went down to Counsellor Blake from the trade 
could not o-et more tliau three pounds a man, and they of Galway, at which I came to be present. 



came back again. 

681. Now do you recollect the names of the men 
with whom you were talking after you saw Ward? 
—One of the butchers is it ? John Hughes is one. 



709. Was that at the hotel ? — No ; just facing 
over the abbey here. 

710. Except that one meeting, was there any meet- 
ing of the body of victuallers to decide how they 



689 Who else ? — John Hughes and Thomas should go ?— Not to my knowledge. 

VlacNally • we were taking a drop, indeed, at the 711. Was there any arrangement among themselves 
ime • Joe’ Re^'iui was one of them, I think ; I am to take so much a head, or to ask so much a head ?— 
° No ; only Mr. Butler invited ns to one of the voting 



certain he was one of them. 



683 How did those three men afterwards vote that houses, and we came tliere that night; there were 

were talking to you about the four pounds ?— They 23 of us, and some said other guilds were getting it, 
came and drank some of the thirty shillings’ worth and they should get ten pounds a man for voting, and 

flt Mr Ward’s ; I just told them about the four I said five pounds was enough. , 

pounds here — 

684 What did tliev say then ? — They went down s' t v i 

do™ X “id “ C Xe ™ ^«<1 To™, Holl.M, Mr. Butler war b, at 

would WJjo » Kn Butler l_He was acting for Mr. 

„ul, get three pounds a man, and we all thou went ,,3„ Mr. BWa 

"It. For whom did you yourself vote ultimately ? jontiments ?-To know his politics and to hoar him 

It"' l,.d hoen 717. To know his sonfiments, and to hear him 

688 . How di e o ei ir to not 1 I folk — that was what you came for ? — Yes. 

.mjmnug at Oliver s what they were to got .-I 

heliove they wont for Colonel Frc^ thev yo« "«H S™ "'>>"111 1® o»o»Sl'. “*0 1>, ?- 

689. Do you know ?-To the best of my belief they p . 

^ 1 1 II there was a list drawing. 



690. Did you get anything on Colonel Frencli’s 
side ?— No, indeed ; not one fai-tliing. 

691. Did all of you go to anybody on the part of 
Colonel French ?— No, indeed, we did not go to any 
party then. 

692. Did you get any promise on the part of Colonel 
French ? — ^No, not one fai-thing. 



719. Were the 46 or the 23 present at the time? — 
I could not tell ; but there were a great many in the 
room, and there was a great crowd outside. 

720. Did each trade go in to Mr. Butler by itself ? 
— We went in by ourselves. 

721. Did you fill the room you were in? — We 
could not fill the room ; as far as my opinion goes, we 



693. Did any of these men?— No, indeed, not one j0 

'ai-tliing. 722. You would not undertake to say there were 

694. Did yon all go up and vote together at the 33 present ?— I could not. 

ilection ? — ^No ; I came do-wn and made the matter i^23. After that did you at any time or on any oc- 



election ? — ^No ; I came doivn and made the matter 

up with James Sullivan abroad, tliat we would go for casion hear Mr. Blake say, “ The Bank of Ireland 

LordDunkellin, and would split and give the other vote „ not stand Galway” ? — He did ; he said them 

to Colonel Freiich — they all wont iij and'then voted. -words. 

695. Had you any agreement with Lord Dun- 724. Those very words ? — -He did. 

kellin’s agent ? — I got no money. 725. Now do you know James Sullivan ? — I do. 

696. Did any of the men ? — No. 726. Is lie a leading man about the freemen ? — No, 

697. Who was the agent that dealt with you indeed, not more than any other man. 

about the election ? — ^Mr. Carter. 727. Have you as much influence yourself ? — I 

698. Had you any agreement witli Carter about have as much, in a measure, to be sure. 



your vote ? — I had no agreement with liira. I got 
no money. I never got a farthing. 



728. When did you all arrange to go to Colonel 
French, after being at Oliver’s ?— We considered 



699. You mentioned awhile ago that you got an ^hat we would sooner go to Colonel French. 



order up to thirty shillings for drink. Did you get 
any order for drink from Lord Dunkellin ? — ^No ; 
but my own money. I drank my own money. 1 got 



729. Was that just the three or four of yon ? — We 
did not consider it at tlie present time. 

730. Attend to me : after that you had gone to 



nothing at all to drink or anything else — not to my Oliver’s and found you could only get three pounds 
knowledge. a head, did you and the otlier men consider how you 

700. Did you see any public-houses kept for Lord would go ? — We considered that we would sooner go 

Dunkellin or Colonel French ? — I do not know. for Colonel French. 

701. Did you see them or not ? Were you at all at 731. How many of you were together when you 

the stable we heard of, for the O’Flaherty voters ? — considered that ?— I could not say. 



s inside Avith Myles Wai-d. 



732. Were there twenty ?— I only came doAvn i 



'02. How many Avere there then ?— About 12 or the moming, and I had a drop taken, and they said, 



13 ; that AA'as at Myles Ward’s. 

703. It was a diiferent place I Avas asking you 
about. Were those 12 or 13 that you say were at 



Will you not go doAvn ; some ol them are after 
voting, and you ought to iiavo been doAvn about 
the 3/.” 

B 4 
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E. Waldron. 
29 Sept. 1857. 



733. Was it not you that settled it ? — No ; I came 
down al)Out 12 or 1 o’clock in the day. 

734. Did you ever say you ha<l authority to make 
an offer of five pounds a head to the whole body ? 
I do not think I out-said those words. 

735. You do not think you ever said those words ? 
Not so far as my belief. 

736. Did you say to Mr. Blake or his agents that 
day tliat you had 21 who would stand by you for 
five pound.s a head each V — When the list was being 
drawn, I believe Mr. Blake was down stairs. 

737. Do yon remember the number we are speak- 
ing of on that day ? how many butchers offered to take 
five pounds ? — It was at night. 

738. Well, at night, do you recollect how many ? 
From 16 to 20, as far as my belief. 

739. Had you anything to do with telegraphing for 
Colonel French to London ? — I did not. 

740. Did you hear who did it ? — Some of the trade 
of Galway. 

741. Was that after the meeting with Mr. Blake ? 
— it was after the meeting. 

742. That was before the nomination, of course ? — 
Yes. 

743. How long ?— I have not my memory rightly ; 
I cannot recollect. 

744. Was it the freemen sent for Colonel French ? 
— No, I could not tell. 

745. Did you ever tell the other butchers that they 
could have five pounds a head ? — Any more than the 
number I spoke of — four or five. 

746. Did you ever tell the whole body they could 
liave five pounds a head ? did you ever make any offer 

yourself? I told them that Mr. Ward had offered 

four pounds a man. 

747. How many did you say that to ? — I said I 
had 23. 

748. Did you tell the 23 tliat Ward said he could 
lot them have four pounds a man ? — I told him I 
had 23. 

749. I know that ; but did you tell them what 
Ward had said ? — I only told the three or four I said 
before. 

750. Wlio were those 23 you were talking about to 
Wavd ? — We are all friends and relations. 

751. All friends and relations ?— One is a brother 
of mine, and the others are all relations ; they are all 
the same. 

752. All friends and relations} this is quite a family 
party ? — Yes, a family party. 

753. Como now, tell the truth, are not you the 
head of this family party ? — No. 

754. Well, looking at you, I am inclined to think 
you are, are you not, the most influential party 
amongst them ? are you not generally put forward to 
talk of four or five pounds a man ?— They never 
did. 

755. Did any of the 23 relations but yourself go 
about the matter ? — I could not say, because I did not 
know what was in their minds. 

756. Ultimately did the whole 23 vote for Colonel 
French ? — I do not know. 

757. Is it the whole 23 relations ? did you ever go 
scpiu-ately ? — I voted myself ; I was not by when the 
others did so. 

758. Have not the 23 relations been talking about 
it since ? — Some few of them went for Colonel 
Frencii, and some for Lord Dunkellin ; others might 
have gone for Mr. O’Flaherty. 

759. Did any vote for Mr. O’Flaherfy ? — I could 
not say — they might. 

760. Give me the names of any who voted for 
O’Flaherty ? — I am not sure. 

761. Did you not all vote in a body for Colonel 
French and Lord Dunkellin ? — To the best of my 
belief they never did ; I was not by at the time. 

762. You had a vote in 1852, for whom did you 
vote then ? — Martin Joseph Bhike. 

763. Any one else ? — I am not sure ; it was Martin 
Joseph Blake I voted for at tliat time. 



764. It is stated in the printed evidence, before the 
House of Commons’ committee, that you said you 
voted for Anthony O’Flaherty also. Did you ? — I 
was consumed so much, my head is not constant. 

765. In 1852 did not the whole of these 23 vote 
the same way, for O’Flaherty and Blake ? — I could 
not tell you that. 

766. You could not tell that ? did you not all agree 
to vote ? — I could not tell. 

767. How much did you get for your vote ? — I got 
three pounds for the town, and three for the county. 

768. "Wlio gave you the three pounds ? — I got the 
three pounds from Fat Greany. 

769. Did you see the others of tlie 23 getting three 
pounds for their votes ? — They got it one by one. 

770. Did they each get the three pounds ? As you 
stated it at the otlier side of the water, you may as 
well teU it now. Did the whole of the 48 butchers 
get three pounds each ? — Some ; I could not say. 

771. Do you know of more than 23 getting it ? 

Was it the same man Pat Greany paid it ? — The 

amount I got it, every man was getting it. 

772. How many did you see there altogether when 
Greany was paying 3Z. a man ? — There was a great 
crowd outside. 

773. How many did you see outside; was there a 
large crowd ? — There was a crowd, the shop was 
crowded. 

774. Were they principally butchers ? did you see 
any bakers ? — No. 

775. Cai’penters ? — No. 

776. Any other freemen ? — I could not say. 

777. Did the butchers all go together ? — I did not 
see the whole of them ail together. 

778. Well, you saw the 23 go in in a body, and get 
3Z. each ? — The others went in one by one. 

'779. Did they all get it ? — They all got it. 

780. Do you know that ? — I know that. 

781. Now where was that paid ? — AtPat Greany’s, 
at his o\vn house. 

782. Where is that ? — In William-street. 

783. I think at tlie other side of the water you 
stated that the whole 48 voted the same way, for 
Martin Joseph Blake ? — As fai' as my belief ; it is a 
long time, and I could not keep it in my memory ever 
since. 

784. Had you meetings at the time of the butchers 
before the voting ? — I got Zl. from Pat Greany, but 
we never had a meeting. 

785. Had you and others been paid for youi‘ votes 
in 1852 ? — I got the money for agentship, the same 
as I got it for the county. 

786. Had there been no meeting of the butchers in 
1852, to know what they would agree to take ? Had 
you agreed to take 3Z. before you went that day ? — I 
did not know; I never expected a halfpenny. 

787. Before you went into Greany’s, had you an 
authority to get the money ? did you hear that money 
was going at Greany’s ? — It was a long time after the 
election that we got it; Ave did not knoAV how it Avas 
to be. 

788. Hoav long after the election Avas it ? — I could 
not tell hoAv long afterwai-ds it Avas. 

789. Was it a week or a fortnight after ? — I am 
sure it Avas three or four Aveeks. 

790. Did you heai’ anything about a petition ? Avas 
it after the time for petitioning Avas out? — I am a man 
Avithout leaiming; I cannot think of such things. It is 
not all the same as a man of learning, I cannot cai’ry 
it in my head. 

791. Did you hear the payment was not to be made 
until the time for petitioning Avas out ? — I never 
heard it ; I did not interfere. 

792. You only knoAv that long after the election 
yon Avent and got Zl. a man ? — Yes. 

793. At that election in 1852, Avill you sAvear before 
you gave your votes that there Aims no meeting or 
agreement among the butchers, as to hoAv they Avere 
to give their votes, or for Avhat consideration they 
Avere to be given ? — I could take my solid oath, not 
one farthing. 
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794. On jour oath, was there any meeting of free- 820. Did you lieni- of any others of the general body T7al*o«. 

men n-'enerally, to consider how they would give their of butchers getting it?. — Not one shilling. ^ q^Tls'-r 

votes^in 1852, or what they would take ? — No, indeed. 82LDoyou knowtwo mennamedThomasNaughton ~ ' 

795. Who told you to go to Greany’s the day the and Andreiv Lynch ? — I do. 

money was being paid ? — It was in about three weeks 822. Have they anything to say to it ? — ^Yes, but 
time we were all going. not to 3ne. I had no freedom with them at all; I 

796. Who told you to go ? — whole party we met never spoke about it. 

oin<r out. 823. But tell me now, did Naughten and Lynch go 

7^. Did anybody there tell you there would be 37, about as managers for the freemen? — They could, but 
do you recollect ? — Nobody told me ; I knew it, we I did not know it. 

were all talking about it among ourselves. 824. Are they freemen ? — I do not know; I never 

798. You guessed it ? Had you a vote in 1847, the gave them anything to manage, 
election before that again ? — It is the one before that 825. Dor yourself ? — I did not. 

we have been talking about. 826. You manage for your ovm family party? — Oh 

799. Do you recollect the general election, when no. 

Mr. Blake and Mr. O’Flalierty stood without a con- 827. Was Naughten or Lynch with you about the 

? I cannot keep that in my memory, it is not in contested election iu 1852 ? — No. 

my power. 828. Were they with you iu 1857 ? — No. 

800. I am quite certain, if you exert yourself, you 829. You acted for yourself and the otiier raeu? on 
can recollect it. It is very seldom that there is not your oath do you know of any money paid by any 
a contest here, and if you try yoir can readily other person in connection with the last election? — 
recollect. Do you recollect in the summer of 1847 Further than what I told you, not one shilling, hut 
Mr. O’Flaherty and Mr. Martin Joseph Blake being what I heard of the gossip blowing at Oliver’s, 
returned for the county of the town of Galway with- 830. Were yon at Oliver’s yourself ? — I was, dif- 
out a contest ? At the time tliey got in without a ferent times. 

contest, was there any meeting of freemen to consider 831. Making a bargain for the 37? but yon know 
about their return ? — ^No; not to my knowledge — I do you and your party did not vote for the other side, 
not think of it. Will you sweai’ positively that you got no money on 

801. Answer to the best of your recollection, at all the side you did vote? — I will, indeed, 

events. Was there any other gentleman trying to 832. Or any promise of money?— Yes. 

get in against them ? — I believe Mr. Monalian. 833. Or agreement? — I will. 

802. That was the time before ? — I cannot tell you. 834. Or benefit of any kind ? — ^Not a spittle of 

803. Do yon know, was tliere ? — I cannot tell you ; benefit did I get. 

it is out of my recollection. 835. (Mr. Co7nmissi0}}er Leahj.) When yon -were 

804. Cannot you say yes or no like an honest man ? making a bargain for so much a head for 23 or 24, 

—It is out of my power ; if it was, I would tell you. and were offered so much apiece to vote for Mr. 

805. After that election passed over without a O’Flaherty, you were willing to stand by it ?— I was, 
contest, did you get no money ? — I never got any indeed. 

money but that. 836. You went to Oliver and you found you were 

806. On your oath was it that time the first money only to get 37, and so you broke off ? — We broke ofi'. 

was given to you for voting ?— On my oath I am 837. These 23 all put their trust in you, you were 

quite sure ; and it was for my agency I got it. generally active for them ?— No ; every man of tliem 

807. Between 1847 and the time in 1852 when has the same antliority as I have. 

you got that money from Greany, was there any 838. But you ai’C the one that mulertakes for them 
money paid amongst the freemen by anybody ?— On and gets 47 a head ? As you would not get the 47 

my oiitli I do not know not to my knowledge ; there according to W ard’s ])romise, you made up your min^ls 

might he money paid without my knowledge ; to the to A'ote against O’Flaherty ? — Yes, that is the way. 

best of my belief they could not do it. I do not think 839. But if you got tlie money you would prefer 

of him to Colonel French ? — I am not sure. 

808. Is there any custom of giving the freemen 840. Of course that Avas ivliat you meant ; hut 

head money except when the elections ai-e going on ? you said, if you got nothing you would vote for 
—No, I never handled a shilling. Colonel French ?— They were always inducing us 

809. AnsAver mo honestly ; do the freemen get and jiromising us money. 

money in any years Avhen there are no elections ? — 841. But you said among yourselA’cs that as ihcro 

Did you ever know of a present of money being given Avas no money to be got, you Avould vote for Colonel 
to the freemen in a body when there Avas no election? French? Now if the rest of the butchers- the 
—I never heard it. hntehers generally — found that you got the 47 apiece 

810. Is there any custom of the kind ?— I cannot from Anthony O’Flalierty, do you not think they 

say. would have gone Avith you, most of them ? — Yes, they 

811. Do you kiiOAv, is there or not? — I do not might have Avent together. 

842. But Avhen you could not get the 47, you 

812. You knoAv perfectly ?— I do not. resolved to go to French. Were you not at a meot- 

813. Cannot you say “ Yes ” or “ No ?” — I knoAV ing Avhere it Avas said that as you could not got the 47, 

nothinn- about it. 7°^' would put up a candidate ? — I did not say it. 

814. ” After that election Avhen there Avas no contest, 843. But Avere you at a meeting Avhen it Avas said ? 
had you ever any conversation Avith Martin Joseph — They inight have said it. 

Blake or O’Flaherty, about money or rewai-d ?— 844. What was said about bringing Colonel French 

Hever. over ? — I could not tell you that ; I had a little di’op 

815. Had yon ever any conversation Avith the taken at the time and I could not think about it. 
agent of Mai-tin Joseph Blake and O’Flaherty after 845. You all Avent and got money in 1852, 1 mean 
that election, of that nature ? — No ; not one word. the 3/. notes ? — Yes. 

816. Was there any money gh-en to the freemen to 846. You said, though you all got the 37 notes, that 

avoid a contest in 1847 ? Not any, to the best of my you got it as an agent ? — I Avas confused. I said it 

belief. was not for my oAvur vote. 

817. Was there a sum of money given to them not 847. Was it as agents that all the rest of the voters 

to set up a candidate ?— 1 could not tell that. got it ? — I could not tell you that. 

818. Did you get any money ? — Not for anything, 848. Did the other voters get it as agents ?— I 

under any circumstances Avhatevcr. • could not tell you. 

819. Do you knoAV of any other butcher getting it ? 849. Wliy did you prefer to go to French without 

Did you or any of your family pai'ty ?— Not one money sooner than to take the 37 from 0’Flalierty ? 
shilling. -—Why, we wont,- the body of us all Avent for Colonel 
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EVIDENCE TAKEN BEFORE THE COMMISSIONERS APPOINTED TO INQUIRE INTO 



E, WaWron. 
29 Sept. 1837. 



French. We would all go for nothing sooner than 
take the SI. 

850. What had you and the other freemen to do 
for the SI. you got for your votes ? — The other 
butchers were paid as agents in the county for 
bringing in the freemen. 

851. To stand by the freemen? did you ever 
attend a meeting of the freemen ?— They met at 
different times. 

852. On your oath, did you not complain that the 
tailors and carpenter.s were getting more than the 
trade that you belonged to? — ^Yes, I heard Tom 
Holland say that. 

853. Were you not jealous of the tailors and car- 
penters getting more than the butchers ?— No ; but 
Tom Holland said it. He said that the carpenters 
and tailors were getting lOZ., and that wo were getting 
only 51., which was not enough. 

854. What did be say about the slaters ?— He 
said that 51. only was going, which was not enough ; 
that lOZ. was sutfieient, but oZ. was not. 

855. Did you hear that there was plenty of money 
going at tliat election ? — There was money going, but 
I could not tell you who got it. 

856. But was there money going ? — I could not 
tell you. 

857. {Mr. Commissioner White.) If you heard 
that in 1852 a good many freemen were paid money, 
would you think it likely ? — I did not hear it. 



858. Wiiy did the trades of Galway send for 
Colonel French ?— I could not tell you. I was not 
at the meeting. I was taking a drop at the same 
time ; the same Sunday I was drunk. To tell the 
truth I was beastly drunk, and another man linked 
me home. I know nothing from that out. 

859. Do you know a man named Bartholomew 
Killian ? — Is it Bartley Killian?— I do so. 

860. Had you ever any communication -with him 
as to the butchers at the election ? — I never com- 
municated with him. 

861. Do you swear that ? — He might with some of 
them, but not with me. 

862. Had Colonel French left Galway when 
Mr. Blake came do-wn to canvass ?— He called on the 
trades, the trades did not call on him ; they called on 
Colonel French first, and he did not come, and they 
then went to Mr. O’Flaherty. 

863. {Chief Commissioner.) Why did ho not 

answer ? He was called for by the trades of Galway, 

and he did not come forward. 

864. Did they find fault with his politics, or was it 
with his money ? — I coijld not say. 

865. Cannot you tell the truth? — 1 iun not sure; 
I could not tell. 

865a. What did you hear at the time ? do you 
know why he did or did not ? was it not sliortly 
before the election commenced ? — It was a long time 
before it when they called on him first. 



Adjourned till To-morrow, at Eleven o’clock. 



Mr. 

B. O'Flaherty. 
30 Sept. 1857. 



SECOND DAY. 

Wednesday, September QOth 1857. 

Mr. Bernard O’Flahertt sworn and examined. 



866. ( Chief Commissioner.) Are you a voter for 
the (iounty oi' the town of Gahvay ? — Yes. 

867. I think you live near it ? — Not in tlie town. 

868. Were you on Mr. Anthony O’Flaherty’s com- 
mittee at the last election ?— I was. 

• 869. Were you chairman of it ? — ^Yes, I tiiink I 
was mentioned as chairman. I never sat after. 

' 870. Did you get any money from Mr. O’Flalierty 
at the last election ? — I did. 

871. What was the amount of the money ? — 350Z. 

872. When did he give you that sum ? — I think 
before the nomination ; I could not well say ; it was 
before the nomination, I believe. 

873. Did you get any more money from Mr. 
O’Flalierty for the purposes of the election ? — No, 
that was all. 

874. Have you kept an account of what you did 
with the 350Z. ? — I have. 

875. Will you have the goodness to tell the Com- 
missioners exactly what you did with it ? — I have a 
document or memorandum. 

876. I suppose I may refer to it ? — You may. {The 
wit/iess looked at his note-book to refresh his memom/.) 
1 gave “Dr. Browne, 5Z.;” “Edward Considine, 6Z.;” 
“Michael Morris (not the barrister), 2Z.;” “Myles 
Ward, oZ.;” “Martin Tierney, oZ.;” “ P. Broughall, 
5Z.;” “Dr. Browne again, 5Z.;” “M. McNamara, 
5Z.j” “Pat King, IZ.,” he is a countryman ; “Peter 

Browne, IZ.;” “N. Gannon I have that account 

on a separate paper, it is some very minute item, and 
accordingly it is put down so.” “ GrifSn, 5Z.;” 
“George Burke, 10s.;” “Sheridan, oZ.;” “Gill, 
5Z.;” and sundry small sums of which i kept no 
account. I used to put money in my pocket in 
pounds, five shillings, and three shillings, and I put 
the whole down as 7Z. Then there is “Bright, 2Z.;” 
“the Ballydooiy tenants, lO^.;” the “ Carrabrowne 
tenants, 10^.;” “Hugh Hession, for posting hills, 
IZ.;” “Dr. Browne again, 200Z. ; ” “ Mr. Killery, the 
sheriff, 50Z.;” “Andrew Lynch, baker, in Dominick- 
street, per James Martin, au old balance ol 4Z. 4s. 4£Z.;” 



the “ sheriff’s assessor, 23Z.” 1 gave the money 
pay him; all which payments • make 339Z. 4^. 4d'. I 
did not strike the balance between that and the 350Z., 
but I have it in my hands. 

877. What did you give the 6Z. to Considine for ? 
To have in his hands when lie wanted it. 

878. Who is Morris ?— It was given to him on the 
same principle. 

879. King, who is lie ?— Oh, King was a man, a 
tenant of my own in the country, who brought in the 
tenants; he was ray tenant and also Mr. Martin Joseph 
Blake’s driver, and I gave it to him for his expenses. 

880. Bright, Sheridan, and Gill, who ai-_e they ?.— 
All on the same principle, to have it in their hands. 

881. Hession? — The same, for no particuhar object, 
hut to have money if they wanted to pay anybody. 

882. Is there any one of those small payments 
directly to a voter?— Well, I could not say; there 
might be. 

883. Was- it as agents that they received the money 
or as voters ? — They got it as agents, and to give it 
to anyone they liked; they are too respectable to take 
anything, or for one to give anything themselves to, 
and they got it to have in their hands, and to give as 
they thought proper. 

884. As to the 200Z. that you gave to Dr. Brotvoe 
had you and Dr. Browne any arrangement pre- 
viously about its expenditure? — 1 had no arrangenlent 
with liim, hut I knew how it would go. 

885. How was that ? — To the voters. 

886. Did you know anything of this plan of the 

cards? I was not awai-e of it, hut I knew it was done. 

887. You were not yourself a person concerned m 
it ?— I did not suggest it. I am a very had elec- 
tioneering agent ; it was the first time I was ever 
engaged in anything of the kind. 

888. Before the election had tliere been any meet- 
ings of freemen, or of any class of voters? — 
they used to meet in the committee-room. 

889. I do not. mean committee-meetings, hut mat- 
ings of voters indepeudeut of the committee ?— 0"? 
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I believe there -rrere some, independent of the com- 
mittee. 

890. Do you kno-w of any voters asking for money? 
did they make any proposition of that kind to your- 
self, directly? — I do not know their names, but many 
of them spoke to me, and asked me -what I would 
give them. 

891. Can you recollect when it was that any 
person applied to you for money for tlieir votes ? — 
Oh, some time before the election. 

892. A short time ? — During the time of the 
canvassing ; I used to go round canvassing with 
Mr. O’Flahorty and his friends. 

893. Was any sum mentioned by the freemen as a 
price per head for them ? — Well, some used to ask 31., 
some 21. ; there were different sums ; I did not really 
mind what they asked. 

894. Could you say about how many persons 
asked yon for these sums? — Well, I really could 
not say. 

895. Ten ? — Oh, at least. 

896. Twenty ? — I should say more, from day to 
day. 

897. Did 30 ask you ? — ^No, perhaps not so many ; 

I could not exactly say. I was often asked when I 
was passing home, going through the street ; and 
tliey used to follow me on the road sometimes. 

898. Wereyou ever asked for money by any person 
professing to act for any body of the freemen ? — No, I 
was not; there was one man, I forget his name now ; 
but I was put on my guard against him ; he M'as a 
man that worked for Dooley, a shoemaker. 

899. Do you know his name ? — Upon my word I 
forget his name ; but I know I was told he had been 
brought over to London on some petition — ^lie made a 
proposition that he should get a certain sum for a 
certain number of his body who would go with him. 

900. With, the exception of that one man, the other 
persons you have mentioned asked, as I understand 
you, for themselves separately ? — Yes^ separately. 

901. Each put his own price on himself? — Yes; 
what would he get, what would I give. 

902. Did Edward Waldron ever come to you ? — 
No, he did not ; I know his appearance here from 
yesterday, and he never asked me. 

903. The answers which you have been giving to 
my queslions, as I understand, relate to the freemen ; 
did any electors besides the freemen ask you for 
money for their votes?— Well, I do not know whether 
they were freemen, freeholders, or householders ; 
from their appearance I would say they were free- 
men ; they were not from the country, or a respect- 
able class. 

904. May I understand then tliat the total number 
of the whole constituency who made actual applica- 
tions to you for direct payment for their votes was 
abopt 30 ? — Well, I think that is the outside, between 
20 and 30 I would say ; they were many days coming, 
they used to come to me frequently. 

905. Were you engaged in the election of 1852 ? — 
No, I took no active part at all in it, but I voted; 

906. For whom did you vote in the year 1852 ? — 
I voted for Lord Dunkellin, I think, and O’Fkherty. 

907. Did you vote for Lord Dunkellin at the last 
election as well as for O’Flaberty ? — Yes, I did. 

908. Besides that 350?. that csime into your own 
hands at the last election, and was applied as you 
told me, do you know of any other sum of money 
paid in respect of that election to anybody ? — No, 
except that I know that O’Flaherty paid John 
Oliver 50?. ; that is all I know. 

909. Do you know of any other sum ? — ^No. 

910. Do you know of any money paid on behalf of 
Lord Dunkellin ? — I believe money -was given by 
him. 

911. But you do not know it ? — I do not. 

912. You believe tliere was ? — It is my belief, 
that’s all; 1 have no knowledge. 

, 913. Do you know of any money paid into the 
hands of agents by Lord Dunkellin ? — I do not know. 



except by belief. I believe there was money ; I havb Mr. 
no knowledge of it. B. O’Flaherty. 

914. Was that to regular agents or to any one else ? 

— I believe money was given to Dr. BroAvne. 

915. Do you know Avho gave it to Dr. Browne ? — 

Some one of Lord Dunkellin’s party. 

916. Of Lord Dunkellin’s party ; do you knoAV 
anything more about it ? — I do not know anytliing 
more. 

917. Were you on O’Flalierty’s committee in 1852? 

— No, I took no part whatever ; I never took an 
active part in any election until the last. 

918. What was the reason you took a part in the 
last ? — ^Mr. O’Flaherty and I got very intimate. 

919. Why not in the one before ? — I Avas not 
inclined to take a part in that election ; I regi-et the 
part I took in the last, and for the future I Avill not 
interfere again. 

920. Do you knoAv anything of money being spent 
in 1852 ? — I do not ; I am sure there Avas. 

921. What have you heard? — I heard different 
stories of 1852 and every election in Gahvay. 

922. Do you know any particular stories ? — No ; 
but I have no doubt in the Avorld there Avas plenty of 
money spent, both in 1852 and 1847. 

923. Do you know who got it ? — You will get 
plenty to tell you that. 

924. Do you IrnoAv anything about tlie uncontested 
election of 1847 ? — I do not knOAv anything. 

925. Do you know Avhether at the election of 1847, 
when Mai’tin Joseph Blake and Anthony O’Flaherty 
were returned without a contest, there Avas any 
an-angement or agreement to prevent a contest ? — I 
do not. 

926. Did you ever hear of any ? — I never heard it. 

927. ]i>id you ever hear of Anthony O’Flaherty and 
Mai'tin Joseph Blake making an arrangement Avith 
anybody to keep aAvay a contest ? — Never. 

928. Do you knoAv, or did you ever hear, Avhether 
therb exists any custom of giving “ head-money” to 
freemen or anybody else ? — ^No. 

929. Did you ever hear of any money being given, 
except at an election, by anybody ? — Never. 

930. Did you observe at the last election whether 
there was much treating, or any treating ? — Well, I 
-tliink there was very little treating ; I believe there 
Avas less money spent at the last election than at any 
election • for years. The money was not forthcoming 
at the last election at all ; it was a complaint made 
by most of them tliat there was very little money 
going. 

931. Do you kiiOAv Avhether there Avas any alliance 
or compact betAveen O’Fialierty and Lord Dunkellin ? 

— Well, T think they were friendly. 

932. In respect of money ? — I should say there 
Avas perhaps. 

933. Had they the same agents, do you know ? — 

No, they had not. 

934. Dr. BroAvne seems to have been an agent for 
both, was he not ? — I believe he Avas acting for both 
Avhen he got tJie money. I do not know, except from 
my belief. 

935. And your belief isAvhat you said, that he got 
money both from Lord Dunkellin and Anthony 
O’Flaherty ? — That is my belief. 

936. Could you tell Iioav much Di'. BroAviie got 
i’roin Lord Dunkellin ? — No, I could not tell liow 
much. 

937. Have you heard of any other payments of 
money by Lord Dunkellin or his agents ? — Yes; I 
have heard of them. 

938. To Avhom ? — To freemen. 

939. Do you know Avho was the hand paying ? — 

Mr. John Semple. 

940. {Chief Commissioner.) Do you know any 
other name ? — I do not. 

941. Do you know the amount ? I mean the total ? 

— I do not know any thing at all about it. 

942. 350?. to you, and 50?. to Oliver ? — Yes. 

943. Besides the other matters you know from 
-hearsay and belief ? — Yes. 
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944. But you had nothing to say to it yourself ?— 
Nothing whatever. 

945. Did you pay any bills yourself, except what 
you mentioned ? — No. 

946. Did you ever receive any account ot the 200/. 
which you gave Dr. Browne ? — No j I never asked, 
nor never looked for it. 

947. {Mr. Commissioner Leahy). From what you 
know of the last election, have you reason to believe 
that persons got as much or expected as much money 
Irora LordDunkellin as they did from Mr. O’Flahorty ? 
—Well I could not say; I believe they did, perhaps; I 
could not well say that. 

948. Do you know any reason why tiiey should ask 
money from a gentleman they know so well as 
Mr. O’Flaherty, who lived here in the neighbourhood 
and is connected so much with the place, and not ex- 
pect it from Dol'd Dunkellin ? — Well, Lord Dunkellin 
was the popular candidate, ho was quite certain ot 
his election ; Mr. O’Fiaherty was not, he was 
opposed by the trades. 

949. Was not Mr. O’Flaherty the popular candidate 
at the last election ? — Mr. O’Flaherty had been the 
popular member for a long time, and was so still 
amongst the respectable portion of the freeholders. 

950. I understand that in politics there is no 
dilferenee among the electors, that you are all 
liberals 'i — All liberals. 

951. So that it is a mere personal preference of oue 
candidate to another ? — There was a kind of opposition 
got up, and Mr. Blake retired; some of the voters felt 
disappointed and annoyed, that is my impression, 
and they went out to Sir Thomas Bedington to bring 
him in to stand in o]>position to Mr. O’Flaherty; and 
when he refused and would not come forward, they 
telegraphed to Colonel French, in order to be revenged 
on Mr. O’Flalierty. 

952. Why was it, I want to know, that they were 
angry with Mr. O’Flaherty on account of Mr. Blake 
retiring ?— They had a feeling of disappointment. 

953. But how did Mr. O’Flaherty interfere in that 
way ? what had he to do witli Mr. Blake’s retiring ? 

I do not know; they might have fancied that he was 

the means of getting him to retire. 

954. From your knowledge of the Ijorough, can you 
state what was their object besides punishing Mr. 
O’Flaherty ? — To have a contest. 

955. Do you believe that their object was to get up 
a contest in any shape ? — In any shape. 

956. Do not you believe that their object, generally 
speaking, was to put money into their o-wn pockets ? 
—Oh, no doubt of it. 

957. Do you believe that at this last election a 
great many freemen were corrupt ? — I believe that 
there are not more than 120 of the entire freemen 
honest; I believe that 120 or 130 are honest, i-espect- 
ablo men, who would on no account take part in 
bribery. 

958. But beyond that number you say nothing ? — 
That is my personal belief. 

959. 'Xhen your opinion is that their object in 
opposing Mr. O’Flaherty wa.s because they did not 
expect he would give them money enough? — Just so; 
as they thought he had no more money. 

960. Do you then believe that they wanted to get up 
a contest in any shape, and that they took np Colonel 
French for mere spite ? — I think that was the reason 
that lie got a number of votes. 

961. Merely out of spite to Mr. O’Flalierty, and 
not upon any public principle? — Not tiie slightest. 

962. Or on ])ublic ground ? — I believe tlicrc was 
not the slightest public principle in the matter. 

963. You said, I believe, that they grumbled more 
at the last election, because there was less money 
going than at most of the former ones ? — I believe so. 

964. You have been living in this neighbourhood 
for a great many yeai-s ? — Not many ; about 12 or 13 
years. 

965. I suppo.se you have a knowledge of the con- 
.stitucncy for the last three or four elections? — did 



not mind them, I just voted and no more ; I only 
know of them from what I heard. 

966. From general opinion have you gathered that 
there was great corruption in 1852 ? — No doubt 
of it. 

967. Have you no doubt that there was great cor- 
ruption in 1847 at the contested election ? — Nobody 
here ever doubted it. I will go back before that, and 
say at every contested election. 

968. Is it not a generally admitted subject of com- 
] 5 laint in this place, that every contested election is 
corrupt ? — No doubt of it. 

969. And of course the respectable voters think it 
a gi-eat hardship that they should be mixed up Avith 
others who are a bad set ? — No doubt of it ; the 
respectable portion are greatly annoyed, and the 
tradesmen too. 

970. Even the tradesmen ? — They have expressed 
disgust to me very often at the conduct of contests in 
this borough. 

971. And, as I uiidertand the evidence, there exists 
a feeling among the shopkeepers, inhabitants, and 
traders, that a large class of the freemen always give 
their votes for money ? — The majority of tliem ilo ; 
hut I Avould say 150 out of them do not. 

972. Out of about 500 on the roll ? — ^Yes. 

973. All the rest look upon polities as nothing but 
a money question ? — That is my belief. 

974. Aiid you say that, so far as Mr. O’FIalierty 
was engaged tlie last time; it Avas a purer election (so 
far as purity could be concerned in such a case) than 
any of the former ones, to your knoAvledge ?~1 have 
no doubt Avith the respectable and independent portion 
it Avas. 

975. The trades opposed because they did not get 
money enough ? — Because they Avere disappointed. 

976. Do you think the trades had any feeling in 
favour of Colonel French as a toAvnsman, any more 
tliaii for Mr. O’Flaherty,?— I do not think they had, 
except just to support him at the moment, to get up 
some oppositio]! ; I think that if the election had 
lasted a week or a fortnight longer, he would have 
had a much worse chance. 

977. You thought that at the time ? — I did, because 
they did not expect anything from him and Avouid not 
get it. 

978. Is it the general belief here amongst the 
better classes of the constituency that these freemen 
are improperly admitted, that there is too much laxity 
in theii’ admission ? — ^No doubt of it ; I know no 
more respectable and high-minded man than Mr. 
Lynch, but I think that Mr. Lynch admits them 
Avithout proper scrutiny. 

979. Do many of the respectable people here Avisli 
a change in the system of admitting freemen ?-— No 
doubt of it ; the respectable tradesmen have said so 
to me — many of them. 

980. You have stated your belief that Lord Dun- 
kellin Avas obliged, like Mr. O’Flaherty, to pay some- 
thing ? — 0 yes. 

981. To have a chance at all? — Oh, he Avas quite 
certain of his election. 

982. And though he had such paramount influence, 
yet he Avas obliged to bribe to some extent? — 'VVeO, 
I think so. 

983. You beliCA'c he had to give some money to 
make himself more populai-, perhaps, on a futme 
occasion ? — Perhaps on a future occasion. 

984. Noav, as to the 350/. that you got from 
Mr. O’Flaherty, did you hear from him that any 
part of it Avas sujiplied to him by Lord Dunkellin’s 
agents or himself? — I ne\’Cr heai-d it; he gave mo 
tiie money, and I knoAv no more about it. 

985. You do not know where it came from? — ^Bo- 

986. {Mr. Commissioner White.) I suppose Lord 
Dunkellin had the principal portion of the rural 
voters supporting him ? — Yes. 

987. Was there any material difference between 
the politics of Lord Dunkellin and Mr. O’Flaherty. 
— ^No; I do not think there was. 
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98S. What answer did you give to the freemen 
who applied for money? — I used to say that they 
must wait for awhile, and they would not he for- 
gotten ; hut that I would not make any promise. 

989. Used you to refer them to Dr. Browne ? — ^No, 
I did not at the time, hut I said to wait awhile ; that 
tlic time would come when they might he quite certain 
we would not forget them. 

990. Do you happen to recollect of what trade the 
men were who spoke to yoir ahout money ? — I am not 
well acquainted with the trades ; I know very few* 
of them hut by appearance. 

991. {Chief Commissioner.'} Mr. Lynch has re- 
quested me to ask you if you attribute to him nny- 
SiiiK^ objectionable in the mode of admitting freemen? 

I°did not say that Mr. Lynch personally had 

deviated from his duty in admitting freemen ; hut 
that the statute under which he felt himself con- 
strained to act led, in the opinion of many, to a great 
abuse of the franchise. 

992. {Mr. Commissioner White.) Cp.n you tell 
whether the freemen of Galway sent a deputation to 
Sir Thomas Redington after Mr. Blake, the Queen’s 



counsel, had retired? — They did; I saw them go; Mr. 
they went on four or five or ten cars. O'Flaherty. 

993. Was it understood in Galway, at the time, gQgI ^857 

that the politics of Sir Thomas Redington and Colonel ^ ' ' 

French were quite different ? — I believe they uever 
questioned or thought ahout it. 

994. {Mr. Commissioner Leahy.) Do you think 
that the object in asking Sir Thomas Redington to 
come forward wms to get his money spent at a con- 
tested election ?— I have no doubt about it. 

995. {Chief Commissiojier.) Have you yourself 
any property in the county of the town of Gahvay? — 

No ; I am proprietor of a fee simple estate in the 
neighbourhood. hly properly is fee simple and 
freehold both. 

996. Do you wish to say anything more as to the 
money you gave Dr. Browne ? — A matter escaped 
my recollection ; I mentioned the 200h wliich I 
gave to Dr. Browne, and I forgot to state this, that I 
got 18h of it back, which 1 gave to Jlyies Ward, and 
got it back again. 

997. You got the whole of that 18/.? — Yes, I'rom 
Myles Ward. 

998. Have you it still ? — I have it. 
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999. {Chief Comtnissiojier.) Are you a solicitor? 
—I am. 

1000. Did you act professionally for any of the 
candidates at the last election ? — Yes, for Mr. 
O’Flaherty. 

1001. Was there any money placed in your hands 
for the purposes of the election ? — No. 

1002. You heard Mr. Bernard O’Flalicrty state 
that two sums, one of 350/. liad been given to himself, 
and one of 50/. to Oliver, by Mr. Anthony O’Flaherty ? 
—I did. 

1003. Did you know of any more money given to 
any other person foi- the purposes of the election hy 
Mr. Anthony O’Flaherty ? — I did not. 

1004. Do you believe that the whole expense to 
Mr. O’Flaherty of the last contest was 400/. ? — I do. 

I have no reason to suppose there was more. 

1005. Do you know of any money siq)plied hy Lord 
Dunkellin for the purposes of the election ? — I do not 
know of it. 

1006. Did you hear that any person had got money 
on his behalf ? — There must have been some. 

1007. Did you lieai- who were the agents of 
Lord Dnnkellin at the last election ? — .0 yes, I 
heard. Mr. Semple and Mr. John II. Blake of Rath- 
ville, Louglirea, and Mr. Blake of Furbagh. 

1008. Who acted for Colonel French ? — Mr. Mm-tin 
O’Flaherty. 

1009. Do you know wlio wore engaged in this plan 
of the pigeon-hole and tickets, besides Dr. BroAvne 
and Oliver ? — Well, I declare I did not ask wlio was 
engaged. I was not quite pleased with the plan my- 
self. I did not think it was right. 

1010. Do you know who prepared the tickets in 
the first instance before they came to be sealed by 
Dr. Browne ? wlio gave those tickets to the men that 
were going to vote ? — The tickets, after they were 
jn-inted, were sent to me in a bundle, and then I pre- 
pared tliem by filling in the name of the party. If 
any freeman came to give bis vote, or it was reported 
to me that he was ready to vote, I filled up the ticket, 
putting the man’s name, address, and number on it, so 
as to facilitate the agent. 

1011. Did you give it then to the agents or deliver 
it yourself to the voter ? — I did not give it myself ; 
my clerks, after tliey had filled the ticket, gave it 
to the voter, and the voter when he went to the poll 
presented it to the agent for O’Flaherty in the 
booth, who had the number in his hook. I will show 
you one of the tickets {ticket produced). That man 
appeared as “ No. 39 ” on the register, his name and 
address were put upon the card as a freeman, and the 



agent in the booth had nothing to do Imt refer to that 
number in his bonk. 

1012. Was there only one plan of tickets ? Were 
they all of that colour and ajjpearance ? — Not all ol 
that colour ; hut the change in colour made no 
difference. 1 did not understand that tlicre ^^'as any 
difference between a green and a blue ticket. 

1013. Was there no difference in the money value 
of the different tickets ? — No, not that I am aware 
oil 

1014. All the tickets were filled by you originally ? 
—Oh, not at all. 

1015. By -yon or your sigents ? — Through me or 
my agents ; when I say filled by me or my agents, I 
gave some blank tickets to persons who 1 knew 
would give them to persons prepsu-ed to vote for 
O’Flaherty. 

1016. Did you know how they were to he used 
afterwards ? that they were to get a seal at 
Dr. Browne’s and then to go to Olivers’ ? — I was most 
active at the election, hut I did not know ahout the 
seals. 

1017. You did not know that part, but you knew 
that by some process they would arrive at Oliver’s 
ultimately ? — I believed so. 

1018. This affair of the pigeon-hole was all dis- 
cussed, I suppose, before it was completed ? — Not in 
my presence — I never heard a word of it. 

1019. All you heai-d was, that the card would be 
productive of something ? — I was ready to believe 
that. 

1020. And whether that something was to come 
from a pigeon-hole, or from the hand, you did not 
know ? — I did not. 

1021. Did you ever hear of a pigeon-hole upon any 
otlier occasion ? — I did ; it was too notorious, in i'acl, 
to have escaped in foi-mer elections — 1 do not jnemi this 
last time, but formerly. 

1022. That is what I mean, at fonnei’ elections. 
Has the plan been a long time in operation in 
Galway ? — I think in 1847 was the time I heard of it 
first; in point of fact it was in 1847' that 1 principally 
became acquainted with Galway elections. It was 
practised very extensively on that occa.sion, I believe. 

1023. Was it practised in 1852, do you recollect 
— Yes, it was — it was not so to my I'liowledge, but it 
was notorious ; I bad no doubt of it. 

1024. Whom did you support, or whom were you 
for in 1852 ?— For Mr. O’Flaherty. 

1025. Do you know what the election of 1852 cost 
Mr. O’Flaherty in money ? — Well, I think tho 
election of Mr. O’Flaherty, in that year, did not cost 
him 50/. 

C3 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




■ KVIOENCE TAKEN BEFOliE THE • COMMISSIONERS APPOINTED TO INQUIRE INTO 



Mr, C.Rochfort. 
30 Sept, 1857. 



52 



1026. But was that not a contested election ? — A 
vei'v contested election. 

1027. There were three candidates, Jlr. Martin 
dosepli Blake, Mr. A. O’Flaherty, and Lord Dunkellin, 
on that occasion, were there not ?— Yes ; but the 
tj|)position was between Lord Dunkellin and 
Jlr. Blak(?. 

1028. Was Mr. O’Flaherty at the head of the 

poll He was at tlie head of the poll by a large 

jiuinber. 

1029. And you say you tliink tliat election did not 
cosi, Mr. O’Flaherty move than oOif. ? — I never heard 
Mr. O'Flalierty mention what he paid, or what it cost 
liim, but my imjircssion is, that it did not cost him 
mudi moi-e. We had no paid agents of any kind. 
They gave their services gratuitously. 

1030. Was any money, to your knowledge, spent in 
18.52 by Mr. O’Fkherty, or any friend of his, in 
bribery ? — Oh, certainly not. 

10-31. Do you say unhesitatingly that of the 501. 
spent by Mr. O’FIatberty, no portion was expended 
in briljery, and that no friend of his gave any money 
for the siune purpose ? — Most unquestionably, to my 
knowledge or belief, tliere was not a word or sugges- 
tion of the kind. 

1032. Was it not notorious that there was a good 
deal of bribery or expenditure of some kind on the 
part of the other candidates ? — Oh, yos ; there was a 
great deal of money spent. 

1033. A great deal expended ? — I heard it stated 
that on that occasion Martin Joseph Blake spent 
nearly 1,800Z. 

1034. Could you toll wlio it was acted in that 
election lor Mr. Maadin Joseph Blake ? — 1 think it 
was Mr. Murphy. 

1035. Is that Mr. Patrick George Murphy, the 
solicitor ? — Yes. 

1036. Did you know a solicitor named Higgins ? 
Was he for Mr. M. J. Blake, latterly ? — Oh, yes ; 
ho was for Mr. Blake in 1852. 

1037. Do you recollect the name of anybody else 
wl.o acted for M. J. Blake in 1852 ? — Well, I 
do not know the agents who were for him on that 
occasion. 

1038. Who were Lord Dunkellin’s agents in 1852 ? 
Well, Mr. Kohert Power, I believe, was the princi- 
pal agent. 

1039. Is that Mr. Power of Dublin ? — Yes. 

1040. Do you recollect anybody else amongst those 
wlio were active at that election? — Mr. O’Shauglmessy 
I think, and Mr. Donellan. 

1041. Was much money spent by Lord Dunkellin, 
as far as your observation and belief goes, in that 
contest ? — Yes, I heai-d over 2,000Z. 

1042. Do you recollect tlie uncoutested election of 
1847 ? — I do ; I recollect the time. 

1043. The contested election just before was owing 
to the death of Sir Valentine Blake, and was for a 
single seat — is that not so ? — Yes. 

1044. The general election followed immediately 
after without a contest ? — Yes. 

1045. Did you ever hear- of any agreement or 
arriuigement about that uncontested election to pre- 
vent a contest ? — I am not aware of it, hut I believe 
there was some arraugemont of the kind. 

1046. With whom ? — I heard there was some 
arrangement to prevent other candidates from coming 
forward; there was some candidate, I know, coming 
forward, or was anxious to ofi'er himself, and there 
was an anxiety to prevent a contest. 

1047. Can you recollect whether any candidate 
actually offered himself at the time of that uncon- 
tested election ? — Well, 1 do not recollect at present. 

1048. Do you know of any money being given to 
the freemen after that uncontested election, and before 
the election of 1852 ? — No, I do not. 

1049. Is there any custom here to give head-money 
to voters or freemen when elections, are not going on ? 

No, 1 believe the custom is — if there he a contest, 

to pay for that contest and for the votes given ; and 
if there be no contest, then no money is givep. 



1050. A custom to give the freemen head-money 
annually or at any period except when an election is 
going on could hardly exist without your knowing 
something of it ? — I do not believe the custom does 
exist ; it is merely at elections that money is paid, as 
fai- as has come to my knowledge ; I never heard of 
it otherwise. 

1051. Before this last election in 1857 had any of 
the freemen applied to you for money ? — Oh yes, a 
good many. 

1052. Now, about how many ? — Well, several per- 
sons came to me with lists, saying tliat such and such 
persons would he got to vote for O’Flalierty, or to 
give one vote to O’Flaherty, if I paid them money for 
it. 

1053. How many persons would you say came to 
you ? — Oh, I should say'at least 40 or 50 individuals 
came to me, and these had the names of some 300 or 
400. 

1054. Did Waldron come to you ? — No. 

1055. Did the butchers as a body, they appear to be 
46 in number, make any overture 1 - — No ; a man 
named O’Brien, belonging to that trade, came to me 
and brought me a list. 

1056. O’Brien ? — Yes. 

1057. Is he a butcher ? — He is, I believe. 

1058. Did he make any proposition for so much a 
head for the butchers ? — He did. 

1059. What was the rate per head, can you 
recollect ? — Well, I think it was 51. ho asked. 

1060. Is that for the whole 46 ? — Yes, and the 
half of it should he in han<l. 

1061. Is O’Brien a butcher or not ? — I cannot say 
positively. I am told now, by persons who know liim, 
that he is not. I thought he was at tlic time. 

1062. Amongst the freemen there is a body of 
carpenters, was there any one -with you upon their 
behalf ? — No, I do not recollect any person coming on 
their behalf. 

1063. The shoemakers, or “ brogue-malcers,” as you 
have heard them called liere, did they make any over- 
ture in a body ? — No ; I recollect that tlie name of the 
man who was on the table yesterday, and who said he 
Avas a brogue-maker, Avas upon one of the lists that 
was given to me. 

1064. But you had no application from the general 
body ? — No, I had not. 

1065. Do you knoAv Avliether the butchers are the 
largest body among the freemen, or can you tell 'me 
who form the greatest proportion ? — I believe the 
hutcliers' ai’e the largest; and wliether they are the 
.largest in number or not, T knOAv they are the most 
influential, that is, they cany their power A\'ith more 
determination. 

1066. {Mr. Commissioner T.-eahy.') It is a great 
point to secure tlieir co-operation and good-will ? — 
It is. 

1067. {Chief Commissioner.) I aauII now leave the 
subject of the freemen, and ask you, did anyone, not 
a freeman, ask you ibr money ? — Ratepayers ? oh, 
no. 

1068. No ? — Never. The only thing that ever 
came to my knOAvleilge about a ratepayer, Avas that 
case of the CarrahroAvne men about wduch you have 
examined already. 

1069. That is the- transaction Avitli Mylbs W.ard ? 
--Yes. 

1070. Would you say there was no corruption 
among the town ratepayers ? — Well, Ido not believe 
there is. I do not knoAv of any ratepayer having 
ever asked or received a shilling for liis vote. 

1071. And will you say that the great expenditure 
here at an election is upon tlie freemen ? — Most 
unquestionably. 

1072. I suppose you knoAV that a man cannot 
appeal* upon the list for two qualifications — for an 
Bl. rating and as a freeman ; is it your opinion that 
many of the freemen, if not registered in that capa- 
city, Avould he entitled to appear on the list under 
the 87. qualification?-.— I have tried to make mysell 
acquainted with that, , and my belief is that not more 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




THE EXISTENCE OE COIIRUPX PRACTICES IN THE COUNTY OE THE TOWN OE GALWAY. 23 



tlian about 60 or 80 persons would be qualified, under 
the 8/. rating ; but if the qualification -n'ore reduced 
to a 6/. rating, the number would be about 120, or 
from 120 to 150 ; such persons inhabit very good 
houses, but not valued so high as 81., and of course 
they are not entitled, under the existing qualification, 
to be on the list. 

1073. Are you able to give any further information 
about tlie uncontested election in 1847, or as to the 
reason why there was no contest ? — At present I am 
not, but I think I shall ho able to ascertain for you, 
and supply you w'itli information. 

1074. {Mr. Commissioner Leahy.) Is it a great 
object at an election to secure the'butchers among the 

?— Oh ! I think it is. 

1075. You say they were asking 5/. a head, do you 
think a sum of money given independently of the con- 



sideration for thoir votes would lie requisite (o Mr.C.Roclifort. 

ensure their service and assistance in the crowd r 

— My belief is, that if the vote he secured by an ^ OSept. iSj 7 . 
agreement for the price, they carry out tlieir feelings 
afterwai-ds, and inanilest their anxiety for the side 
which retains them. 

1076. Do they in point of fact render valuahio 
assistance ? — They assist very innch, and they in- 
timidate others from going against them. 

1077. {Chief Co7)missioner.) I am requested to 
ask, were the butchers and freemen violent ?— Per- 
sonally to myself, though their feelings weie very 
much excited at the last election, the butchers were 
very civil. In 1852, when Mr. O’Flaherty did not 
lose 50Z. by his election, iny belief is that be palled 
more freemen than he did householders — they were 
his chief supporters. 
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1078. {Chief Commissioner.) You took an active 
part at the last election for Mr. Anthony O’Flahert}' ? 
—I did. 

1079. Have yon a vote ? — I voted for Lord Dun- 
kellin and Mr. Anthony O’Flaherty. 

1080. For both ? — For both. 

1081. We have just heard that you received a sum 
of 2007, that you gave 187 back, and expended that 
200/. less the 187 ? — Yes. 

1082. What did you do 'with that money ? — Well, 

I gave that money to the family of Mr. Oliver, a baker 
in Mainguard-street. 

1083. Of course you know what he did with it 
when it -was given ? — I do. 

1084. It was given to pay voters ? — It was given 
to pay voters. 

1086. Who were concerned in this plan of the tickets 
and the pigeon-hole ? — Well, I will just tell yon simply 
what occurred. It is very simple. Up to that period — up 
to the very day before the \’oting — we w'ere all strongly 
of opinion that no money should be given, in fact we 
were very anxious that no money should be given. 
There were very numerous applications to us for 
money — there were lists handed in, with, as you heai-d, 
the prices appended to those lists ; and we avoided all 
these, and we gave strict directions to all the friends 
of Mr. O’Flaherty not on any account whatever to give 
either orders or treat, dr anything of that kind — that 
was most strictly directed. Well, on the morning of 
the polling — the polling commenced at 8 o’clock — the 
party which was opposed to us came in great force and 
pulled away our voters — took them away off the cars. 
Two men were taken off my o\vn cai- in front of the 
tally-rooms. 

1086. Was that by violence ? — By violence, dragged 
off the car ; and then it was that all the friends who 
met there stated that unless money were given, un- 
questionably the freemen would not vote. 

1087. The freemen ? — ^Yes. 

1088. Unless money were given ?— And accordingly- 
the arrangement was made. It might be ah extremely 
clumsy one. I am sure I did what was wrong, and I 
am very sony for it. I regret the part I took in it, 
and I never in my life had 'anything to do with elections 
before. I am a professional man, and this plan, such 
as it was, — which was made roughly, and most roughly 
executed, I have no doubt, — was there suggested ; and 
accordingly tickets were sealed, and the object of 
sealing them was simply this — the tickets were' given 
out in the usual way, and after voting they were 
then brought to me to be sealed ; and the reason of 
doing that was to distinguish the tickets of the freemen 
'irom the other tickets of the ordinary householders 
and ratepayers. 

1089. The householders and ratepayers ?— I dare 
say Mr. O’Flaherty liad certainly four-fifths of these, 
and the object was to poll the freemen, because we 
knew that if the freemen were not polled they would 
hold back for a very much higher price j aiid accord- 
ingly the arrangement was made' and the tickets were 



sealed, and the money was paid in that way. There 
is another matter which I think it right to state, that 
is, the ground on which I believed at the time the 
giving of the money might be explained. There were 
a great number of these freemen who were idle for 
several days pending this election, and their families 
many of them were in very great want of money ; 
and’ many of these freemen applied for money as a 
sort of support for their families during this period. 

I thought two objects would he attained by giving the 
money ; one was, that the thing would he given as a 
sort of payment of expenses ; and next, their physical 
force was of very great value at that time. 

1090. Am I to understand that tlieir physical force 
was of value as well as their vote ? — Of the greatest 
possible value, and the money was given as much for 
that object. Perhaps it was more given for this 
purpose than for bribery. 

1091. Was any person not a freeman, to your 
knowledge, bribed ?— I do not believe there was. 

1092. Do you say that it was for the freemen that 
the bribery was ? — Certainly. 

1093. The money was given and the money tvas to 
he expended in that way ? — Yes. 

1094. Do you know how many cai’ds on that day 
you sealed ? — I think I sealed about 131 or 130 odd ; 
I could not tell you exactly how many. 

1095. Every on© of these cards was sealed with 
the intention that the party who got it should receive 
money elsewhere — Yes. 

1096. Then I am to understand that those persons 
who were to get no money got no seals on their 
cards ? — Just so. 

1097. The seal was for the purpose of sanctioning 
tlic payment of the money ? — Certainly. 

1098. Can you tell the names of the 130 who got 
cards, have you any of the cards preserved ? — No, I 
cannot ; I can. tell the names of a good number. 

1099. We must get the na^nos of as many as you 
can give us ? — I will give you a list of such names as 
I know, and probably I maybe able to maliC out some 
more ; but the fact was this, I had a hook containing 
the list, and I put this hook by so carefully that 1 
cannot find it. 

1100. Will yon tell me, of the 130 on the list, 
have you any recollection was there any person who 
was not a freeman ? — I am satisfied that llierc was 
nobody of tliat 130 who was not a freeman. 

1101. Do you know a man named Patrick llollaml, 
or some such name ? — I know the faces of a gi’cat 
number of them, but I do not know tlieir names ; I 
did not even know the name of the man who was 
examined yesterday, though I knew his face the 
moment I saw it. 

1 102. Besides the cards did you give 27 directly 
to any man ? — I never gave a penny to any voter 
directly. 

1103. I asked you because I saw it stated in the^ 
printed report of evidence given before the House ol 
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Commons committee ? — It not true, I never gave a 
penny to any voter, during the entire election. 

1104. Had any proposition been made to yourselt 
directly during the canvass, by the freemen, or any 
body of voters, before the day of tlie polling ?— Yes ; 
there had been several, but the way in which this 
was done was not by the body of freemen; it -was an 
individual coining to us with tlie list of a certain 
number of names. 

llO-'i. Do you happen to recollect the name ot anj' 
individual who came to you ?— I know one man. Hale, 
a bootmaker; he wanted to get money directly from 
me; he gave me a list, I think, of three or four and 
twenty or perhaps even more, and then he said that if 
T would lodge so much money with him that he would 
secure this number of votes. I declined to do it; I 
declined to have any dealings with money, and I had 
lioiicd there would have been none wliatever. 

1 106. Do you know of Mr. O’Flalierty giving Oliver 
50/. ? — 1 heard of it. 

1107. You know also of his giving 3.50/. to 
Mr. Bernard O’Flalierty ? — I do not. 

1108. You only know you got your own money 
from Mr. Bernard O’Flalierty ? — Yes; and there is 
a' statement made in evidence before tlie House 
of Commons, that I was present at a speech 
Mr. O’Flaherty’s, in which Mr. O’Flaherty is reported 
to have said, that he left in the hands of Mr. Bernard 
O’Flaherty, and in my hands, a sufficient sum of money 
tt) cover the expenses of the election. The person 
^vho swore that did so, I helieve, of course, under a 
mistake ; but I was not present at it. Mr. O’Flaherty 
— (hat is, Mr. Anthony O’Flalierty— did not leave any 
money in my hands. 

1109. We know as a fact, tliat he did give Mr. 
Bernard O’Flaherty 350/. ; ive have also heard that 
he gave Oliver 50/., that is 400/. in all. Do you 
know whether the election cost Mr. O’Flaherty any 
more money than 400/. ? — I do not. 

1110. Du you believe, from anything you knew, or 
liavc you any reason to believe, that it cost him a 
shilling more than 400/. ? — I have not any reason to 
believe that it cost him more than 400/., that, of 
course, does not include the expenses of the petition. 

1111. Did yon receive any money from Lord 
Dunkollin, or from any one in his behalf ? — I received 
money from Mr. Thomas Moore Persse. 

1112. The gentleman connected with a distillery? 
— A merchant. 

1113. How much did you receive from Mr. Thomas 
Persse ? — 250/. 

1114. What did you do with the 250/. wJiich you 
got from Mr. Thomas Persse ?— Well, tlierc was a 
portion of it went witli the money I gave to Oliver. 

1115. I tow much did you give Oliver altogether ? — 
I think 250/. i am not certain, indeed — there was 
great confusion altogether. 

1116. Do you think it was upwards of 200/. ? — It 
was U|)wards of 200/. 

1117. How uuich did you give liiiii out of each 
candidate’s money ? — Well, I could not tell you in 
that way. 

1118. Perhaps this may enable you. Mr. O’Flaherty 
says he received back 18/. out of the 200/. which he 
ga^'C you, so that you had all the 200/. but that 18/. 
What did you do with tlie whole of that ? — The 
whole of it ivent in the payment of those voters. 

1 1 19. To Oliver and his family ? — It did not all go 
to Oliver and his family. We also gave some to a 
Dublin man wlio was here. 

1120. What was his name? — A man named Hy- 
land. 

1121. Is he an attorney; do you know anything 
about him? — I think he is an attorney’s clerk. 

1122. Besides Hyland and Oliver, is there any 
other person to whonr you gave money ? — No other 
person. 

1123. Can you tell what proportion of the money 
you gave to Oliver, .and what to Hyland ? — I think I 
gave to Oliver somefiiing between 240/. or 250/., and 
pretty neai' the same amount to Hyland. 



1124. But between the two you gave the whole 
money ?— Yes ; I did not with my own hand pay any 
money to a voter 

1125. Do you know who was inside the pigeon- 
hole ? — I do not. 

1126. But yon suspected that it was one of Oliver’s 

family ? I could of course suspect that it was one of 

Oliver’s family. I did not speak to Oliver in the 
transaction. I wanted to save Oliver from annoy- 
ance in the transaction; he is a very respectable man 
and has a family. 

1127. Hyland and Oliver had, between them, all 
the money ? — All the money. 

1128. In addition to the money which you have 
stated to have been received by you from Bernard 
O’Flaherty, and from Mr. Persse for Lord Dun- 
kellin, do you know of any other money expended at 
the last election ? — I do not know of any more. 

1 129. Beyond the legitimate expenses? — I do not. 

1130. Was Lord Dunkellin abroad at the last 
election ? — Lord Dunkellin was and is abroad. 

1131. He was not here at the election ? — He was 
not here at the election at all. 

1132. Who appeared for Lord Dunkollin at the 
election ? — Sir Thomas Burke represented Lord 
Dunkellin. 

1133. Did he speak for him ? — He spoke for him, 
and Mr. Patrick Lynch, of Kenmore, was, I think, his 
proposer. 

1134. The gentleman who admits the freemen?— 
Yes ; he either proposed or seconded him, I thinlc. 

1135. Were there any persons besides the persons 

whom you mentioned as having sealed cards for them 
that to your knowledge received money at the elec- 
tion ? So far as my knowledge extends there are not ; 

hut'tho conmon report — at least what I heard— was, 
that other parties were paying money at the opposite 
side, giving orders and money ; and a man named 
Andrew Lynch, of Dominick-street, a baker, was 
stated to bo giving meal, flour, and other matters of 
that sort to the voters on the pai-t of Colonel French ; 
and we heal’d that McGovei’en, a clerk of Mr. 
O’Flaherty’s, paid liim that money. We also heard 
of other persons paying money. We heai’d of hladden, 
who was here the other day, paying money. ; but I do 
not personally know anything of tiicse persons paying 
anything. 

1136. You stated that you sealed about 130 cards ; 
do you think that 130 was the entire number of voters 
bribed ? — Oh dear no ! far more than that. Tliere 
were more. I could not by possibility tell the nuni- 
ber. Especially I could not tell you the way in 
which the money went that was paid by Hyland. I 
could not tell the way that money went at all. 

1137. For whom was Hyland acting? — He was 
acting for Mr. O’Flaherty. 

1138. Is it tlio fact that he was not acting for Lord 
Dunkellin at all ? — He w'as not. 

1139. Had Lord Dunkelliu’s agents anything fur- 
ther to say to the matter than giving you .£250?— 
Nothing further witli me ; I do not know of anything 
more. 

1140. Had you any conversation as to how that 
£250 wa.s to go ? — None ; no conversation. 

1141. Who gave it into your hands ? — Mr. Persse. 

1 142. When he gave you the money, was there any 
conversation between you and Mr. Persse, as to spend- 
ing that money on the freemen ? — No, there was no 
conversation about it. It seemed to be understood, I 
think ; there was no formal conversation at all ; there 
was an understanding. 

1143. That you were to do what you could with it . 
— Yes ; exactly. 

1144. But did Mr. Persse say nothing about it ?— 
Nothing. 

1145. Was it a cheque or money you got? — 
Money. 

1146. (AT?’. Commissioner Leahy.) You nodded to 
each other ? — I declare I never had anything to say 
to an election before. I was most anxious for my 
friend Mr, O’Flaherty. He is neither a relation nor 
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anything to mo. It was from friendship for him that 
I did what I did. 

1147. {Chief Commissioner.) Can you tell us any 
more that the Commission ought to be informed of as 
to the expenditure of money at the last election ? 
have you always been in the habit of paying money ? 
I did it but for the one man at the last election ; 
nothing in the world else would have induced me. 

1148. Were you on the committee of any of the 
candidates in 1852 ? — Beyond voting, I had nothing 
to say to it then, or ever at any election before the 
last. 

1149. Do you know anything abont the election of 
1852 ? what money was spent, who spent it, or any- 
thing ? — Oh, I do not know anything, except that I 
heai-d that there was a great deal of money spent. 

1150. Do you recollect that there was no contest 
at the general election of 1847 ? — recollect that 
there was no contest in 1847. 

1151. Did you ever heai-, or know, anything of an 
arrangement to prevent a contest ? — No ; indeed I had 
nothing in the world to do with it, and did jiot know 
of any money being spent. 

1152. But at the uucontested election had you any 
conversation abont it ? — I might have heard what was 
going on at the time, but do not now recollect any- 
thing of it. 

1153. Do you recollect anything whatever about 
the uncontested election ? — I do not. 

1154. How long have you been living in Galway ? 
— I have been living in Galway, I think, about four- 
teen years, that is, practising at my profession ; but I 
am a Galway man. I spent all my life in Galway 
except such time as T was engaged in my education 
and travelling. 

1155. Of course, from your pursuits, your pro- 
fessional pursuits, and from living here so much, you 
are very well acquainted with every person iir 
Galway ? — Oh yes, very well acquainted. 

1156. Is there any imputation on any part of the 
voters except the freemen ? — I never heiuxl it of any 
others, and there ai'e se^"era^ of the freemen who I 
know would not accept a bribe. 

1157. Ton say that the total number with whom, 
at the last election, you had dealings, were 130? — Oh 
yes, more than 130, but l only sealed cards for 130 
odd. 

1158. Do you know Myles Ward ? — I know Myles 
Ward. 

1159. Did you give him any money ? — ^No, I gave 
no one money except Oliver .and Hyland — no money 
that I recollect ; I do not think I gave any money 
There were some shillings expended upon children and 
boys and women and people, about the front of the 
club-honse, for shouting. 

1160. But not on voters ? — Not on voters. 

1161. Were any or many public-houses kept open 
by Mr. O’Flaherty or his committee ? — I do not tliink 
there were any; there were strict orders gh'en not to 
keep public-houses open. Friends of Mr. O’Flaherty 
came up to me and said, “ We must give orders — they 
“ are giving orders on the other side.” I said to them, 
“ If you do so, it will be at your own peril, you will 
“ not be paid for tliem.” They said, “ We must ti-eat, 
“ and do this and the other.” I heard, I know, in 
fact, tliat there were treats and orders given by 
several people ; but certainly without the authority of 
Mr. O’Flaherty, or any of his immediate friends. On 
the contrary, I know it was against his expressed 
wish and directions. 

1162. Do you know that any public-houses were 
kept open for treating, on the part of Lord Dnnkellin ? 
— I do not. The first thing I heard of the stable and 
barrel of porter was yesterday. Until yesterday I 
never heard of it before. 

1163. You never heard of it before ? — I did not 
know of such a thing. 

1164. However, you knew Myles Ward the 
publican ? — Oh yes ; Ward the publican is a gi-eat 
friend of Mr. O’Flaherty. 



1165. Did you hear of much drinking going on in 
the town during the election? — There was a good 
deal of drinking. 

1166. Did you see other public-houses open ? — I 
did not take particular notice. 

1167. Did you see any placards or anything saying 
So and So’s friends ? — No. 

1168. You did not see any placards out on any 
particular houses, stating that tliey were shut or 
open for any particular person ? — No, I never saw it 
here. There are a great number of public-houses in 
Galway, an immense number, and people might go in 
and out of tliese without your e\’er observing tlie 
coming in or going out of any particular person. 

1169. {Mr. Commissioner Leahy.) Was Hyland 
paying money on behalf of both candidates? Was the 
money given to pay on behalf of Mr. O’Flaherty as 
well as Lord Dunkeilin ? — It was. 

1170. Having got the money from Mr. Persse, you 
considered yourself bound to distribute it for both 
candidates, as against Colonel French ?— Yes. 

1171. Had you any communication with any other 
person representing Lord Dnnkellin ? for instance, 
had you any communcation with Sir Thomas Burke ? 
— No, except meeting him in the ordimuy way. 

1172. “Was he acting for his relative Lord Dnnkellin 
at that election ? — He was. 

1173. Did you hear of any other person repre- 
senting Lord Dunkeilin, except Sir Thomas Burke 
— any leading man ? — No ; he had a great many 
persona] friends, who were very anxious about his 

1174. Wlio spoke for him? — Mr. Lynch and Sir 
Thomas Burke. 

1175. That is, in proposing and seconding him ? 

In proposing and seconding him. 

11/6. But did Sir Thomas Burke attend meetings 
on his belialf ? — I do not know. He spoke for him at 
tlie meetings. 

1177. Besides the money given to you and handed 
over by you to these men, did you hear during the 
election that any more money vras applied inbribin"- ? 
— I heard that the other .side -was paying money. 

1178. But did you hear that on the part of Lord 
Dunkeilin any other money was applied by any other 
parties ? — I did not. 

1179. Then the only money, as you believe, spent 
in that way went through your hands ? — I am not 
going to form any belief about it, but I do not know of 
anything. I did not hear of any money being paid 
by any particular party for Lord Dunkeilin. 

1180. Eveiy ticket which you sealed you intended 
to be given to freemen ? — Yes. 

1181. There was a witness here yesterday who 
swore, and we have no doubt about the fact, that 
Myles Ward offered money to the Carrabrowne tenants, 
did you hear of that ? — I did. 

1182. Did you hear of that at the election ? — I did 
not until after the election ; but persons said that the 
Cai'rabrowne tenants had no one whatever over them. 

In general tenants and landowners go together 

country tenants are guided by their landlords and by 
their landlords’ agents. The agent of the Alliance 
Company, Mr. Dixon, did not choose to interfere in 
the election ; lie did not, I believe, interfere in tlie 
election, and then they said that, as soon as tlie men 
found that there was no person to control tliem, they 
applied for money, and they insisted ongettingnioney 
for tlieir votes. 

1183. That is what you lieai-d ? — I am only stating 
what I heard. 

1184. But they did not get money. You never 
sealed cards for them, as yon believe ? — No, I nc\‘cr 
did. 

1185. When you were sealing the cards was there 
any mark which made yon trust tlie men who brought 
them ? — We saw that both agents’ initials were on the 
cards, as to tlieir iiaving voted for Mr. O’Flaherty, 
and underneath it was in pencil the writing of both 
agents. There is a blank line for Lord Dunkellin’s 
name, and both agents wrote on it, and Lord Dun- 

D 
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kellin’s mime iras puf upon it when the voter gave 
iiiin a vote. 

1186. So when you put the seal on any card you 
hajl the si^natiu'cs on the part of Lord Dunkelliii and 
ondiic part of Mr. O’Flaherty upon tlie card already 
as a voucher ?— The name of Mr. O’Flaherty was 
printed, and the voucher was that hotli the agents’ 
initials M'ere on the body of the card, showing that 
they had voted ; and all that I then required was to 
see that they were freemen. 

1187. But did you ask any voter whether he was a 
freeman or not ? — We saw it at once, it appeared on 
the cards. 

1188. But you signed none for the ratepayers? — 
Xone for the ratepayers, .so far as I remember — all 
for i'reemen ; and as to the Carrabrowne tenants, I 
believe it was in consequence of the peculiar circum- 
stance that they had no one to interfere with them at 
the time. 

1189. But beyond these, you did not hear of any 
of the ratepayers, so far as you remember ? — No; I 
am sure I did not hear of any other of the former. 

1190. You did not hear of any respectable shop- 
keepers or ratepayers ? — I never heard of them 
being bribed at any time. 

1191. If a ticket came in to you from a ratepayer, 
would you have sealed it ? — I would not have sealed 
it at all, if I knew he was a ratepayer. 

1192. You have been living all your life in Galway, 
and you never interfered at any election hut the last, 
beyond voting ? — Never farther than voting. 

1193. Did you always believe, and was it always 
an admitted fact, that at every contested election, so 
long as you can recollect, the freemen were bribed? — 
Certsiiuly. 

1194. And they voted accordingly ? — There is not 
a man in the town who will not tell you the same, it 
he tells the truth. 

1195. Did you never hear that there was any 
general bribery amongst small ratepayers ? I do not 
mean freemen, but those who live in houses rated 
at 8/. ? — 1 never did ; but at the time of the forty- 
siiilling freeholders I licai-d there was. 

1 196. As I understand you, Mr. O’Flaherty’s friends 
had no idea of bribing until the election was going 
on; they were determined to carry on a pure election? 
— Certainly. 

1197. And you gave peremptory orders that there 
was to be no treating ? — I did. 

1198. Then the first step taken towards giving 
money was on the day of polling ? — It was. 

1199. I think about nine in the morning? — Very 
little after nine o’clock. 

1200. You swear positively that until after Mr. 
O’Flaherty’b voters were dragged away by violence, 
and you were interfered with in that way, his friends 
did not adopt any plan of bribeiy ? — Yes, that is the 
fact so fai‘ as I know. 

1201. And your intentions were, up to that time, 
([uite free from corruption ? — Yes ; I must state this 
fact, that we were prepared, in case of necessity. 

1202. I am only asking you what you did ? — There 
was a statement made that Mr. O’Flaberty had no 
money or his party, and this statement went about in 
every direction, and was intended evidently for the 
purpose of damaging Mr. O’Flaherty with the free- 
men ; then it was that the statement, I believe, was 
made, or whether it was made or not I do not know, 
but tlie statement very generally made by Mr. O’Fla- 
herty’s friends was, that it was not the case, and that 
there was money enough for all the purposes of the 
election. 

1203. Was this violence of which you speak also 
applied to men voting for Lord Dunkellin ? — ^No, not 
at all, only to those for Mr. O’Flaherty. 

1204. Was that violence committed by these free- 
men ? — It was. It was committed in the first instance 
by persons in the interest of Colonel French. 

1205. Did you think Mr. O’Flaherty would lose his 
election unless you had recourse to this plan of paying 
•money ? — 1 did, certainly. I thought he was Tunning 



a good chance. The highest majority against him, so' 
far as I could ascertain, at one time was 22, and this 
was got up by a rim of the freemen. Some men 
whom we had in town, that were anxious to come and 
vote for Mr. O’Flaherty, were afraid to come. Several 
were afraid to come out of the house where they were, 
and said they would be torn to pieces by the other 
freemen, if they did not go with them. There were 
two men taken off my own car. 

1206. Was it between 9 and 10 o’clock on the day 
of polling that the first step was taken about bribing ? 

— That was the first. 

1207. Then yon and the other friends of Mr. 
p’Flaherty agreed between you that it should be done 
in the way mentioned ?— Mr. O’FIaherry knew nothing 
about it. 

1208. Ilis friends, I say ? — In fact tliere was so 
little time that it was the only plan whicli suggested 
itself at the moment. 

1209. You were brought into it in a moment? — 
Yes, quite suddenly, quite unconsciously ; I had not the 
most distant idea of anything of the kind. Another 
thinc' wliich of course made the matter lighter on my 
mind, was that there was no bribery oath, and if 
there had been a bribery oath, not all the elections in 
the world would have induced me to be a party to 
anything of the kind ; besides, I never read the Act of 
Parliament “ the Con-upt Practices Act,” and was not 
aivare of it. 

1210. All you did was to sit in a room where they 
put you and seal the cards? — Yes; I was very un- 
fortunate indeed, from the rough manner in which I 
have been handled by some individuals. 

1211. {Chief Commissioner.) When the cai’d was 
brought to you to be sealed did you look to see 
whether the voter was stated to have voted for 
any one except O’FIaherty? — I did. 

1212. Did you look to see whetlier he had also 
voted for Lord Dunkellin? — Yes. 

1213. Would you have paid the voter if there ivas 
only on it “plumped for O’Flaherty?” — I would. 

1214. Did you make any difference in the payment 
when the vote was divided between Lord Dunkellin 
and Mr. O’Flaherty? — I found it impossible; I tried, 
but I found it impossible. I would have done it if I 
could. 

1215. Of the 130, can you recollect whether many 
were plumpers? — There were very few plumpers — 
extremely few plumpers. I was looking over the 
list, and I do not think there were more than four or 
five who plumped. Then, on the other hand, some 
plumped for Lord Dunkellin. 

1216. {Mr. Commissioner Leahy.) Did you give 
them money too? — I do not think I did. 

1217. (Chief Commissioner.) Can you recollect? — 
I could not, unless I had one of the tickets. 

1218. I suppose the tickets are not forthcoming? — 
No, they are not forthcoming ; they- were thrown 
away long ago. 

1219. I see on this ticket “O’Flaherty and Colonel 
French did you seal that ticket for anyone? — Oh, 
no; only one such was offered. 

1220. Only one such was offered, and you refused? 
—Yes. 

1221. Where was Hyland during the election? — ■ 
Going about in different ways. I could not say. 

1222. Had he a separate place ? had he a pigeon- 
hole for himself ? — No, he had not. 

1223. You say that two voters were taken off your 
car, or that there was an attempt to take them oft and 
carry them away by the partizans of Colonel French; 
can you tell their names? — At this moment I can 
only recollect the name of one man, named Nolan. 

1224. Do you know the names of the persons who 
took them away? — I do riot, indeed; I think one of 
them was a man named Sullivan — a stout big man. 

1225. I'ani requested to ask whether you and your 
party wCfie not forcing 'Nolan to vote for O’Flaherty, 
though he was pledged agtiinst hiin?~Ori 'my oatli. 
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it was riot those who were with me that were 
forcing Nolan to vote for O’Flaherty, though he was 
pledged against him. 

1226. Do you know that he has. been dismissed, 
from his employment for voting for Colonel French? 



— I have no knowledge of his being since dismissed, 
from his employment for voting for Colonel French. 

1227. Were, you guilty of personal violence on that 
occasion? — I was not. guilty of j)erso3ial violence on 
that occasion; I never used violence in my life. 



Mr. John Oliver sworn and examined. 



1228. {Chief Commissioner.) You are a voter of 
the town? — lam. 

1229. What is your qualification? — As a rate- 
payer. 

1230. How much money altogether did you pay 
away at the last election? — I got 50Z. from Anthony- 
O’Flaherty. 

1231. Well, what else? — That was all the money I 
received. 

1232. That was all the money you got from 
Anthony O’Flaherty, but did you- hear Dr. Browne 
say he gave you a large surri?^ — Oh, yes. 

1233. Is he right? — About 240Z. he left at my 
house, I think it was 240f ; at least that Was given to ' 
the voters, I think, in the first instance ; I was not 
looking at it, but I heard that lOOf and 50Z. was left 
at my house, and I believe I was there when it came. 

1234. How much was given to you and your 
family ? — It was not I that got it. I brought myself 
from Dr. Browne 501., the rest was not got when I 
was looking at it. I admit the money was got. 

1235. But you had to say to the expending of it 
afterwards ? — I had not. 

1236. Wlio had ? — It was done in my house, but I 
did not look at it. 

1237. What did you do with the 501. you got your- 
self? — I paid Bartholomew Killian 15Z. for the rent 
of his house ; and I gave 357. to Mr. Coll Eochfort. 

1238. Did you yourself pay any voter any money ? 
—I did. 

1239. Wliere did you get that money ? — I paid it 
out of my, own pocket. 

1240. How much did you pay out of your own 
pocket ? — I think I paid something like 807. 

1241. Were you ever repaid that 807. ?— .Never. 

1242. Is it due to you still ? — I should think it is ; 
I did not ask for it. 

1243. To whom did you give that money ? — I think 
I have a list made (hands in a list); there was an 
account kept as to sm^l things given out in my shop; 
I had also an account kept in the mill; I think it is 
all made up, as well as I recollect. • 



The following is the list handed in by John Oliver : 
1857. John Oliver’s account of the money expended 
by himself. 



£ s. 



Martin Dempsey, shoemaker - - 4 0 

John Barrett, halcer - - 2 5 

James Faherty, carpenter - 2 0 

John O’Brien, tobacco twister - 2 0 

Edward Kelly, cabinet maker - 2 0 

Michael Hughes, smith - - 2 0 

Bob -Gallagher, tailor - - 3 0 

William Power, tailor - - 2 0 

John Dillon, tailor - - - 2 0 

Pat Mahony, tailor - - - 2 0 

John Church, turner - - 2 0 

John Higgins - • - 2 0 

Pat Griffin, mason - - 2 0 

Thomas Murphy, labourer - 0 2 

James O’Brien, butcher - - 0 10 

Nevin and Connelly, labourers - 0 5 

Kicliard Dooly, labourer - - 0 10 

Martin Forde andpai-ty, labourers - 111 
Thomas Mogan, labourer - - 0 15 

Joyce and gang, labourers - 0 10 

James Kelly, nailer - - -0 13 

Jack Eyder - . - 0 2 

Paid to several labourers - - 1 14 

John Burke - . - 0 15 



d. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

6 

0 .. 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
li 
0 
0 



James Faherty, carpenter - 
Martin Gannon, slater 
Bartholomew Walsh, labourer 
Michael Greany, labourer - 
John Gerraghty, baker - 
Samuel Montgomery - - . 

Patt Callaghan, butcher - 
Patt Wai-d, carpenter - - - 

Bartholomew Gannon, slater 
Thomas Malion, paver 
Daniel Tasker ... 
Hugh Pearson, weaver - 
Joseph Conneely, brogue-maker - 
Martin Wall, weaver 
J ames Claugherty, brogue-maker - 
Patt Greane, brogue-maker 
Edmond Devany, slater 
Thomas Gregory, shoemaker 
Thomas King, shoemalcer 
Bakers for drink - . - 

James Curreen ... 
John Griffin, clerk 
Thomas Griffin - - - 

Michael Duggan, shoemaker 
Mr. Murphy, for distributing 
placards - - - • 

John Glynn ... 
Patt M'Donagh ... 
John Lydon ... 
Mr. Persee’s men 
William Callinan - - 

John O’Bi-ien - . - . 

Patt Morriss, to sundries 
Arthur Ireland, order for bread - 
Paid Thomas Fahey, for orders, 
per bill - ... 

Paid James Fahey, for orders, per 
bill - . . . 

John Gill to James Sergent, tailor 
Orders to Miss Kelly - - . 

Orders to John Pierce, drinks 
Orders to Mr. Codyre 
Cash to Cullen, relieving officer - 
Cash to Bartholomew Killian, rent 
- of house - 



£ s. d. 

0 7 6 
0 7 6 
0 15 0 
0 14 0 
0 10 0 
0 2 9 
0 1 1 
0 14 7} 
0 3 0 
0 7 7 
0 2 0 
0 5 10 
0 8 0 
0 1 0 
0 1 0 
0 1 0 
0 5 0 
0 5 10 
0 1 3 
0 2 6 
0 10 2 
0 5 4 
0 1 U 
0 3 0 

0 2 0 
0 2 0 
0 3 6 
0 2 8 
0 3 0 
0 1 0 
0 1 0 
0 12 6 
0 10 0 

8 2 5A 

0 10 0 

0 5 0 
7 1 8 

1 5 4 
0 17 1 
5 0 0 

15 0 0 



Total - - - ^78 7 11 



1244. (Chief Commissioner.) I see in your list the 
name of Martin Dempsey, who is he ? — He is a free- 

1245. The sum of 47. is entered in your list as paid 
to Mai-tin Dempsey — wan that for his vote ?— It was 
for liis vote aud exertions. 

1246. John Barrett, a baker, 27. 5s., was lie a 
voter ? — He was a voter ; but the way he was paid 
was for entertaining voters in his house — not as a 
voter. 

1247. James Faherty, a carpenter, 27., was he paid 
as a voter ?— As a voter. 

1248. John O’Brien, tobacco twister, 27., was tiiat 
as a voter ? — As a voter. 

1249. Edward Kelly, cabinet-maker, 27. ? — Yes. 

1250. Michael Hughes, smith, 27., was that as a 
voter ? — Yes. 

1251. Robert Gallagher, a tailor, 37., was that as a 
voter ? — As a voter and agent. 

. 1252. William Power, tailor, 27. ; John Dillon, 
tailor, 27. ; Pat Mahony, tailor, 27. ; John Church, 
27. ; John Higgius, 27. ; Pat. Griffin, 27. ; were those 
sums paid to them as voters ?— Yes. The rest were 
D2 



Dr. 

J. V. Browne. 
30 Sept. 1857. 



Mr. J. Oliver. 
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Mr. J. Oliver. 
30 Sept, 1857. 



all small sums, and they were paid not as voters, hut 
as labourers. , , t t ^ *i. 

1253. Are all these names that 1 read out the 
names of freemen ? — Every one. 

1254. Is there in the list which you have lianded to 
me any other sum paid for a vote ? — There is one to 
James Kelly, a voter, 13s. 

1255. Was that for voting ? — It was. 

1256 {Mr. Commissioner Leahy.) How did you 
get him so cheap ?-I had an agreement made with 
him, and I pledged myself to give him 3A, and I 
would have done so, if he was not paid through the 

pigeon-hole, as you call it. 

1257. Was that sum of lOs. to make up the difte- 
rence between the pigeon-hole receipt and the 3A ? — 
I determined that every man, every voter who came 
with me, should get from 21. to at least ; I held 
myself accountable to them for that. 

1258. {Chief Commissioner.) But the names that I 
read from your list were paid through you, and not 
through the pigeon-hole ? — Yes. 

1259 Did any of them" also get money through the 
pigeon-hole ?— I know Kelly did, the man who got 
the 135., at least he told me he did. 

1260. Take your list, and look over it, and see if 
there are any voters amongst the nanies mentioned in 
it ? — Samuel Montgomery I see ; his wife got this 
25. 9t/. in the shop, and I think he is a voter. He 
lives in the Claddagh, and I think he is a bootmaker. 

1261 I see a small sum of l5. Id. to Patt Calla- 
ghan, a butcher ; is he a voter ?— I am not sure ; some 
member of his family got that in my house. 

1262. Pat Ward, a carpenter, got 14s. ; does 

he vote ? — Ho has a vote, and voted against me, after 
getting the money. I think Montgomery also voted 
against me. I think this Callaghan, that got the 
Is. Id, voted against me too. 

1263. Did the men get these sums from you them- 
selves ? No ; the women used to go about looking 

for orders, when they lieai’d of this election. 

1264. Would you have given these small sums to 
them except as voters ? — I would not, unless I ex- 
pected them to vote. 

1265. Did you pay any sum direct to voters ?— 
Except what is in the list I do not think I did, unless 
some odd shillings. 

1266. Were you yourself at the jiigeon-hole ? — No. 

1267. Who was at the pigeon-hole ? -I cannot tell, 
I was not looking. 

1268. Do you say that you cannot tell who put the 
man or tiio woman, or whoever it was, inside the 

pigeon-hole ? I think Dr. Browne knows more about 

it than me. 

1269. Did you go away when you heard of the 
pigeon-hole ? — ^I was not aware of the pigeon-hole 
taking place. 

1270. And were your daughters managing it all ? 
— I believe they were told by somebody, not me. 

1271. Then it was the young ladies managed that 
matter ? — I cannot tell. 



1272. You kept yourself away from it ? — did. 

1273. How many men did you see going to the 
pigeon-hole ? — I am not aware that I saw any going 
in ; I ^vab very busy here at the court house. 

1274. Were you not at the yard of your own 
liouse ? — I believe I went there once that day. 

1275. How mueli of the whole day were you at 
your own house ? — I think only once, at breakfast 
time ; I had a great deal to do outside. 



1276. Did you see no person that day, and do you 
say that you know nothing more about the pigeoa- 

hole ? No more than I heard ; I brought a sum of 

money from Dr. Browne to the house. 

1277. Were you ever engaged in any other elec- 
tion ? In 1852 j I plumped for O’Plaherty in 1852. 

1278. Was there any pigeon-hole in 1852, to your 
knowledge ? — I did not see it. 

1279. There was plenty of money going , in the 
town from tlie other candidates, is not tliat the fact ? 
— I think there was. 

1280. Were you employed in 1852 in the laying 

out of money, or were you an agent in 1852 for any- 
body ? No, not as agent ; but I influenced as many 

as I could for O’Flaherty. 

1281. Did you give money to any voters ? — I did 
not, I never gave a penny of money before this 
election. 

1282. Do you know Usher, is he a man of yours ? 

. — I-Ie was my clerk. 

1283. He was very active about the pigeon-hole, 
did you leave him there ? — ^I did not leave him ; some 
one left him ; he went there. 

1284. To whom did you give your house, or with 
whom did you leave it in charge during that day ? — 
He (Usher) was with me in the mill, and I think I 
told him to go up, for I had confidence in him to go 
up and remain in the bakehouse. 

1285. How was the pigeon-hole managed ? — There 
is a door with a hole in the fanlight when you go in, 
and when you go to the door this small hole is over- 
head, and the parties put their hands in, and Usher 
was merely for directing them out through the bake- 
house, aud by tlie back door. 

1286. In whose charge did you leave your house 
when you came to the court house ? — Young Mr. 
Tucker, a clerk, he stopped in the shop. 

1287. He was in the shop, but where were your 
wife and family then ? — They were there. 

1288. Did you see a man named Greene there ? — 
I-Io was. 

1289. Was he left by you about this business? — 
He was. 

1290. Did you leave Usher there purposely? — I 
did ; I left Usher there to direct them out. 

1291. {Mr. Commissioner Leahy.) Was it not one 
of your daughters you believe was inside that hole ? 
— I believe it was not ; you see I do not know be- 
cause I did not look. 

1292. But surely you could see as well as anybody? 
Well, I tell you I did not like to know it. 

1293. But you did know it? — I heard it. 

1294. Who was it that you heard was inside the 
pigeon-hole, and whom did you believe to have been 
there? — I heai-d it was my wife. I did not see it 
at all. 

1295. Was the hole made for that purpose, or was 
the hole there before ?— No, it is a small window ; I 
believe the doctor tlirust in his stick and opened it. 
The hole made in the glass was very small. 

1296. {Mr. Commissioner White.) What did your 
wife do with the cards? — I believe they were given 
back to Dr. Browne, and I tliink I counted the cards 
myself before th® went to Dr. Browne. 

1297. Do you know how many there were? — I 
think over 100. 

1298. {Mr. Commissioner White.) Do you know 
anything about Hyland’s paying money at that time ? 

I know nothing about it ; I was not aware, until this 

day, of the management of Dr. Browne. 



Myles Ward. 



Mylks Wajid sworn and examined. 



1299. {Chief Commissioner.) What is your occu- 
pation ? — I am a grocer and spirit dealer. 

1300. What is your qualification as an elector? — 
A ratepayer. 

1301. You took an active pimt in the last election? 
—I did, for Mr. O’Flaherty. 



1302. For wdiom did you vote ? — I voted for 
O’Flaherty and Lord Dunkellin. 

1303. Did you offer any money during the election 
to electors from Carrahrowne? — I did. 

1304. What was the amount you offered them? — 
I think it was half notes I gave some of them. 
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1305. How much apiece ? — Three pounds ; they 
Tvere cut. 

1306. We lieai'd that a man named Glynn oh- 
jeefed to your oflering the notes in halves, and said 
lie would not be content unless he received the 
entire amount — is that all true? — It is true. 

1307. Who fli-st proposed the money in that trans- 
action, was it you or they? — I will just state to you 
how it was. At a certain portion of the day we 
requhed a good many votes to come up, and a man 
of the name of John Toole told me that they were 
in a public-house convenient. I went over. I knew 
all the Carrafaro-wne people — a good many of them. 

I went to where they were ; they were in a private 
room, and I asked what they intended to do, and some 
of them proposed to vote for OTlaherty. Corcoran, 
a man named Malony, and another person were 
there. 

1308. And tliey said they would vote ? — Yes ; I 
told them they would have their price if they would 
vote ; there were such a crowd of persons round the 
public-house door that they were afraid; there was a 
great number of persons collected of Colonel French’s 
party, and they were afraid to come out then, but 
they said they would do so if I only gave them time. 

1309. Well, who first mentioned about the money? 

I think Toole told me that they would not vote 

without getting money. 

1310. You heard that before going there ? — Yes. 

1311. When you went in, who in the room first 
mentioned' money, you or they ? — I cannot exactly 
say, it might be myself ; I think they must have 
suggested getting the money, for I replied to them 
that I had not got it about me until X could go out 
and get it. 

1312. Now, as well as you recollect, can you say 
that any of these men objected to receive money at 
all, or was the objection to your offering the half 
notes ? — I think tl\e objection ivas to the half notes. 

1313. Did you understand any man of the seven 
persons there conscientiously to refuse to take money? 

There was one man there, he was the father-in- 

law of Glynn, Patt Duggan, and I think he ovould 
not allow Glynn to vote in that manner, and wanted 
him to vote for O’Flaherty. Glynn would not, 
inasmuch as an nnder-steward or bailiff ovliom he 
knew, named Walsh, had spoken to him. 

1314. But what I want to know is, did any of those 
men say that there was anything wrong in taking the 
money ? — Nothing of the kind ; I hud six half notes 
in my pocket. I had the six cut and they put them 
into tlieir pockets, and after that, when the crowd 
came, I took them up, afraid they would be detected, 
and I put them in my own. 

1315. And then Timothy Glynn said he would 
not have a half note ? — Yes ; there were three of 
them particularly who would vote, and who did vole 
for O’Flaherty ; that is, Corcoran, Malony — and I do 
not know exactly what the other name is. 

1316. But three did vote ? — They did. 

1317. Was your house on that day open to persons 
in O’Flaherty’b interest for the purpose of eating and 
drinking ? — I did all that from myself. 

1318. Had you no direction or authority from Mr. 
O’Flaherty ? — Not the slightest. 

1319. Did you charge for it afterwards or get paid 
for it ? — I think I entered it in a book. 

1320. Did you ever get paid? — ^No. 

1321. You have it still in your book ? — Ihave. • 

1322. As you have that book, yon could perhaps let 
ns know the total amount for entertainment; what is 
the amount down in that;.hook? — 29?. 2s. Id., or some- 
thing that way. There might i>e something more 
given, for I used to take out money generally to tlie 
s([uare to treat them there, at hlartin Tierney’s, and 
then down again to my O'wn house, and up again ; in 
fact I was scarcely at my own house at all. 

1323. Was there besides your own bouse any oilier 
where treating was going on ?— There was Martin 
Tierney’s. 



1324. Is lie also in the same trade as yourself? — 
Yes; and I think another, Mr. Kelly’s, Good’s son-in- 
law. 

1325. Do you know anything of that stable that 
we heard of ? Did you supply any wine, beer, or 
porter there, or at the tally-room ? — I sent three 
iiottles of wine, I think, and some bottled porter. I 
heard the boy say a dozen or two ; not auy beer. 

1326. In addition to Tierney and you, was there 
anyone else supplying treating ? — There was a miui 
named John Gill who keeps an hotel. 

1327. Do you know whether any of these persons 
were -paid for what they gave, or whether like you 
they gave it from themselves ? — I thinlc they did it 
from themselves. 

1328. Were you employed by Lord Dunkellin or 
by any of his agents to act ?— -Never. 

1329. In dealing witii any of the voters, was it for 
O’Flaherty alone you canvassed and acted ? — It was 
solely for him ; I thought nothing at all about the 
other. 

1380. Wehave heal'd thatyoureceived some money 
during the election, 18?. or some such sum, from 
Bernard O’Flalierty ? — I got Imlf notes. 

1331. Were these the half notes you had afterwards 
with the tenants ? — These were the notes. 

1332. But you did not lay them out on the Carni- 
browne tenants, you stopped giving them and took 
them back; what did you do with these then? — There 
was a brazier named Boyle that I gave them to, to see 
if he could induce otiiers to come out, friends of my 
own; I wished to bring them out. 

1333. What became of the half notes ultimately ? 
— I got them the following day from Boyle, and I 
gai'e them hack to Bernard O’FIshsrty. 

1334. Did you actually lay out any money, either 
from yourself, or given by any other person, upon a 
voter ? — No, not on a voter. 

1335. No cash ? — No, not on voters. 

1336. Aud \vhat did you pay money for ? — The ol. 
Mr. Bernuz'd O’Flaherty gave me I spent in treating. 

1337. But did you pay any voter? — No, hut I 
induced them to vote. 

1338. Had you any connection with bribing or 
paying voters during the election, except wliat you 
have now told me of the Carrabrowno tenants ? — 
None whatever. 

1339. For whom did you vote in 1852 ? — I voted 
for Martin Joseph Blake and Anthony O’FIalrerty. 

1340. At that time did you receive any money to 
lay out on the election, from either Martin Joseph 
Blake or Anthony O’Flaherty ? — Not a farthing. 

1341. Were you an active person for them or either 
of them ill 1852 ? — 1 took no part that time, except 
to vote for O’Flaherty and the other. 

1342. Was your house used at all at that election 
as a house of entertainment ? — No. 

1343. A matter has been mentioned in evidence 
which it is right I should ask you about. Do you 
know a man named Waldron ? — I do. 

1344. A conversation between you and him and a 
dealing in respect of voters has been mentioned ; had 
you any conversation with him as to any voters, 
freemen, and as to paying them so much a head ? — 
He had it with me. 

1345. What was it passed between you ? — Wo 
were speaking about the election. 

1346. Did he ofier you votes ? — He gave me a list 
of 23 voters at 4?. a head. 

1347. Did he say anything about the 23 on the 
list ? — He said the 23 persons on the list were all his 
relations. 

1348. Do you recollect in that conversation another 
matter with I'ei'erence to him ? Did you oiler to give 
him the security of Dr. Browne and anotlier gentle- 
man, JoJin Oliver, for 100?. ? — Oil, yes, I said so, 
if he did not take the seciu'ity of my woi'd ; he said 
he would just as soon take my word as that of any 
person I had. mentioned. 

1349. {Mr. Commissioner Leahy.) Did Waldron, in 
his conversation with you, lead you to believe that if 



MyUt Ward. 
SO Sept. 1857. 
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you gave him and his I'elations Al. a head, the rest of 
tlie hutcliers would he likely to come to you on the 
same terms ? Did he say the butchers generally went 
together, or to that effect ? — ^Yes, he did; he mentioned 
that, but I did not calculate upon any butchers except 
the 28 who were on the list. 

1350. Did you hear afterwaa-ds that Oliver would 
not agree to give more than 31., and that the bargain 
was broken off? — I heard Oliver say it was a large 
item, but that it was a fair price for the trouble. 

1351. Did you not give parties the election cards, 
that they might take them to Dr. Browne to be 
sealed? — I gave the cai’ds as usual to men who pro- 
mised to vote for O’Flaherty, and I was talking in the 
sliop to some of them, Codyre and some others, and 
they went down to the court. I went down to the 
court house myself and I met one of them, and I 
asked him where was his card, and I think he said he 
did not take it up, and I desired him to go and get 
the card ; that was the only security he had to get the 
money. 

1352. Did you direct him where to go to get it 
sealed? — I did; to where Dr. Browne was sealing the 
caivls in the tally-room. 

1353. Did you direct several of them there? — Yes, 
indeed. 

1354. All freemen? — All freemen. 

1355. And the object, of course, with which you 
directed them, was to get them se^ed for payment? 
— Ye.s. 

1356. Did you not give several orders for drink on 
your own house on the day of polling? — Yes, I did. 

1357. Was the whole 291. spent on the day of 
]wlling? — No, it was going on for a long time pre- 
viously. 

1358. But you gave an order for 30s.? — No, on 
my oath I did not. 

1359. {Chief Commissioner.) Waldron said you did; 
is that not true? — It is not true. 

1360. Well, did you give him any order for drink ? 
— I used to meet him in the square several times, u]d 
and down through the torni, from my own shop to 
the square ; and whenever I met him and others I 
used to take them in, and give them drink and pay 
ibr if. I paid for a good deal of drink at Tierney’s. 
I ]iaid for it out of my O'vn pocket. 

1361. {Mr. Commissioner Leahy.) Did you expend 
that money in treating without the authority of Mr. 
O’Flaherty? — lie did not converse with me or I with 
him. 

1362. But at tlie same time, when everything was 
over and settled, you of course very naturally expected 
to be paid ? you were a great political friend of Mr. 
O’Flaherty’s, but you did not intend to give all that 
drink for nothing? — Tierney and I spoke about it, 
and I think he and I came to the conclusion that as 



there were no funds, it would he better- not to look 
for it. 

- 1363. But I mean at the time' you were giving 
these . orders, together with the drink, you expected 
to be paid some time or other, else what was the 
object of entering them in the book? — At the time I 
expected to be paid. 

1364. And it was from the statement of Mr. 
Bernard O’Flaherty to Tierney that there were only 
a few pounds remaining in his hands, that you and 
Tierney have since made up your minds? — would 
say that was the ease. 

1365. Did you give any other orders to drink that 
day except those which yoit have mentioned ? do- 
you recollect whether you gave orders generally to 
every supporter of your own side? — -Oh, I did to 
every supporter. 

1366. You gave him an order either to Tierney, 
Kelly, or \ipon your ovm house? — Any party outside of 
my own house I paid for. 

1367. Did you give orders? — I gave orders outside 
doors ; the shop was greatly crowded, and I did not 
like to have them there. 

1368. And how soon afterwards did yoif take up 
these orders? — There are some still due. 

1369. Some still due? — I think there are. 

1370. And do you consider yourself responsible for 
those sums ? — -There is only one house there is any- 
thing daie in. 

1371. {Mr. Commissioner White.) I want to under- 
stand what answer Waldron gave to your proposition 
to purchase a certain number of his voters ? — The 
answer was, he always led me to believe, up to the 
very morning of the poll, that he and his pai’ty of 
23 would come with me. 

1372. Did he come to you again to say tliat he 
could get them? — Oh, I was satisfied in my mind that 
I had them. 

1373. And when were you to pay him and the 
men? — They would have been paid in the usual 
way. 

1374. {Mr. Commissioner Leahy.) But the point 
of difference, as Waldron stated, between you was, 
that Oliver would not carry out the agreement as to 
price ; they wanted Al., and he would only give 81. ? 
— He would only give 81. ; at .least they told me so. 

1375. {Mr. Commissioner White.) Was he to go 
and consult the other butchers about this agreement? 
— Oh, no ; several of them along with Waldron were 
in my house up to a very late hour one night. 

1376. {Chief Commissioner.) The evidence is con- 
tradictory with res.peet to the 30s. order, and you 
deny that you gave him an order to that extent ; but 
did you give him an order at all? — No, I did not 
give him an order, either for an unlimited amount, 
or for tlie 30s. 
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1377. {Chief Commissioner.) Ai’C you a voter for 
the county of the town of Galway? — No, I am not. 

1378. Lord Dunkellin is a relative of yours? — 
He is. 

1379. Ho is abroad jiow, and was abroad at the 
time of the last election? — He is on foreign service 
in India. 

1380. Did you take part in the election as his 
friend? did you represent him ou the)luistiugs? — I 
did ; I returned thanks for him. 

1381. Had you anything to say to the expenditure 
of money at his election? — I had. 

1382. Was it through your hands the money went 
to pay the expenses of his election? — It was not 
exactly through my hands, but I had full authority 
from Lord Clanricarde to draw upon him for any 
sums of money which I might consider necessaiy, 
and the demand would be honoured by his agent, 
Mr. Darcy. 

1383. Mr. Darcy?— Mr. Robert Darcy. 



1384. Do you, hi point of fact, know the exact 
amount that was paid ou his account ?— 1,250^., 
about. 

1385. Do you know what was done with that 
1,250^.? — With a portion of it I do. 

1386. Tell me what you do know? — The legal 
expenses amounted to something over 4001. 

1387. Besides that, what was done with the 
money? — I accepted a ^bill for 2507. or 2607. ibr 
Mr. Persse. 

1388. Any further sum do you know? — I know of 
a sum of 170/. vdiich I distributed myself. 

1389. Who got it ? — Vaiious parties ; I gave 
Mr. Murphy, the attorney, 50/. 

1390. I will first a.sk about Mr. Persse. The 
250/. raised upon the bill was his draft upon you?— 
I accepted it. 

1391. Was it he that cashed it and got the money? 
— I know nothing further than that at the end of three 
months I paid tlie bill. 
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1392. You paid 'tlie bill, of course, but wliafc be- 
came of the 250/. that was raised ' upon it ? you do 
not know?— I could not say. 

1393. You gave away 170/. in small payments ?— 

I crave 50/. to Mr. Murphy of that amount. 

°1394. "Who was he ? — The acting solicitor. 

1395. 'Was that his fee ? — No. 

1396. You gave it to him to lay out ? — Yes. 

1397. Wiuit more ? — I gave young Kilroy 40/. 

1398. That is the proprietor of the hotel ? — Yes; I 
gave a man named Webb' some money, I cannot 
exactly tell how much; I gave him at dtffei-ent times 
10/. or 51. 

1399. Was the money to Kilroy for the use of his 
hotel ? — No; he said he wanted it, and I gave it to him, 

I believe, for tJie mob ; he said he wanted it to get a 
good crowd. 

1400. Webb got the money for the same purpose ? 
—And for the freemen, I believe ; I gave Webb 
money at ditFereut times. 

1401. Any more ? — 1 gave 10/. to Dolan, a con- 
fectioner. 

1402. Is Kilroy a voter for the county of the towi? 
— He is. 

1403. Was there anything about his vote when the 
money was given ? — Oh, certainly not. 

1404. Was Mr. Webl> a voter ? — I do not know 
whether he was or not ; he had been an old mail-coach 
guard. 

1405. What is liis Christian name ? — ^As well as I 
remember, Patrick. ; he is dead. 

1406. You mentioned giving 10/. to a confectioner, 
who was he ? — It was for some freemen, bakers. 

1407. Any other snm, do you know ? — I gave the 
editor of the “ Vindicator ” 50/. I am almost certain 
of the sum, but I kept no memorandum of it. 

1408. Any more '? — No, I do not remember a,nything 
else. I gave some small sums also to tlie “ Mercury ” 
and others, but I have not the most remote idea of 
the amounts. 

1409. Were these suras for advertisements in the 
“ Vindicator ” imd other newspapers ? — Yes, and for 
the addresses , wliich had appeared for a long time. 

1410. Did the “ Vindicator ” take Lord Dunkellin’s 
side in writing for him ? — It did. 

1411. Have you any papers or accounts? — I kept 

no account at all. , , 

1412. Do you know u'hat became of the balance ? 
— There was very little balance at all. 

1413. (Mr. Commissioiier White). Yqm say you gave 
Mr. Webb money several times, but nothing large. 
How much did you give Webb altogetlier, let us have 
it accurately ? — I think it was sometliing over 20/. 

1414. The sums you have mentioned would not 
together amount to neai-ly 1,000/., so there must bo a 
considerable balance. Do yon now recollect the name 
of any other person who got money ? — No, really, 
except that I gave small sums myself. 

1415. Of whicli you have no account whatever ? — 
I never kept an account. 

1416. (Mr. Commissioner Leahy). Did you give 
cheques upon the bank? — I do not know whether 1 gave 
any cheque or not, but I bad the money in my 
pocket. 

1417. Did you get it all in notes before the elec- 
tion ? — I got the money from Mr. Kush, the sub-agent; 
I am not sure that I did not give him a clieqiie. 

1418. (Chief Commissioner.) What is Mr. Kush’s 
Christian name ? — Matthew. 

1419. Do you remember the amount which you paid 
to the “Mercury?” — I do not; but it, together with 
the other small payments, was included in the 170/. 

1420. Can you recollect to whom the balance of the 

1,250/. was given ? — I did not pay the 400/. for the 
legal expenses of the election myself ; I only heard it 
had been done, and that that was about the amount. 
Tlie fact was'tbis, the balance did not come into my 
hands, no money carae iilto my hands at all. I asked 
the question yesterday coming through Lougbfea, and 
1,250/. was what Mr. Rush paid. ' 



1421. Do you know any more than what you have Sir 
told us about the pecuniary arrangements of the T. J. Burke. 
election? — No; the fact was, I canvassed the town — Viai? 

for Lord Dunkellin, and 1 found all the respectable 
inhabitants, with few exceptions, were determined to 
give him one vote, and most of them also seemed 
inclined to vote for O’Flaherty. On Sunday there 
was no expectation of a contest ; on l<h;iday, or some 
day during the week, Mr. Blake, the Queen’s counsel,' 
had retired. It came then to Saturday, and I thought 
we should have no contest and did not arrange to pay 
anything. But on Sunday evening, when I went to 
Lord Dunkcllin’s committee room with his staff, 

Colonel French having arrived in town by the 4 
o’clock train, I totted up the lists and saw that to 
make the election perfectly secure to Lord Dunkellin 
we should bribe to some extent, and we wanted 200 
freemen. That, however, was entirely of my own 
doing, without saying a word to anybody. I con- 
sidered how I could get them; they were offered to 
me in every direction, and I was told I could get 10 
or 20 in various ways, so 1 handed to Mr. Persse 
250/. 

1422. To get them? — No, I understood! got 100 
split votes for 250/., and the same thing to Colonel 
French’s party, for which it was arranged that I was 
to get 100 of tlieir votes. 1 drew 100 from eadr and 
thought I had got myself secure. 

1423. How much did you gh-e to get the split votes 
on Colonel French’s side ?— I did not make that ar- 
rangement myself, hut I knew of it. 

1424. 'Who did ? — Well, I am uncertain exactly. 

1425. Was it Mr. Murphy ? — Well, Mr. Murphy 
had something to say to it. 

1426. Mr. Rush, was he in it ? — Ch, he, knew 
nothing in the world about it, except paying the 
money. 

1427. Was 100 the number of votes you got split 
between you and Colonel French ? — I do not know, 
tliat was what I was told. 

1428. Do you know anything more of the ex- 
penditure of money at that election?— I had a very 
large sum of money demanded of me since. I Icnow 
Mr. Carter furnished me with a list of 195 freemen 
to whom he said he had promised payment. 

1429. How much did he say he had promised 
them ? — When I say Mr. Carter furnished them, he 

, furnished the list to Mr. Rush by my directions, and 
Mr. Rush gave it to me. 

1430. Do you know the amount charged to each 
individual’s account, or were they all difi'erent ? — I 
never sa\v any amount put to them. 

1431. Where is that bill? — ^Mr. Rush has it, I 
should say. 

1432. You do not recollect the contents ? — I re- 
collect so far as this, tliat out of the 195 names upon 
that paper there were 79 who had either been paid 
by Dr. Browne or by Mr. Semple. 

1433. By either Dr. Browne or Semple, for one 
party or tlie other ? — ^Yes. 

1434. And the balance wanting to be paid ? — Was 
116. 

1435. Do you know in whose hand-wi'iting the list 
was ? — I think it was in Mr. Kush’s handwriting, the 
copy I saw. I did not see the list. That was in 
consequence of numerous applications to me. I did 
not know who the parties were or anything about it. 

1436. Do you know anything further now about 
any pecuniary arrangements at the election ? — No, I 
do not think I know anything further. 

1437. Do you represent the county of Galway? — I 



1438. Dr. Browne mentioned here that lui got 
250/. from Thomas Persse ? — I never had the 
slightest communication with Dr. Browjic. 

1439. Do you know of any other sum being given 
from Lord Dunkellin to any agent of Anthony 
O’Flalierty, or to any person concerned as an acti \'0 
partizan for him ? — I should say certainly not. 

1440. When the bill was discounted between you 
and Mr. Persse, you knew that it was with this 

D 4 
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object of bribing the freemen that the money was 
being raised ? — I did. 

1441. You supposed it was for the freemen and 
not for any others ? — Yes. 

1442. When you were canvassing, were you asked 
by any of the freemen for money ?• — Oh, of course, 
they were coming to me always. 

1443. In all directions ? — ^Yes, but not telling one 
another, of course. 

1444. The majority of them came to you ? — do 
not know about the ma,iority, but everyone tliat came 
said, “ I know such and such boys that will vote.” I 
was tired of them coming. 

1445. Were you asked by other voters, not being 
freemen, for money ? — Well, I was not directly asked, 
but I was given to understand that the Carrabrowne 
tenants would like money. 

1446. Besides the Carrabrowne tenants, were there 
any others 'i — Ko, I do not think actually for moneyj 
all the out-voters wanted drink or refreshment, but 
none I think asked directly for money. 

1447. Bo you know of any public-houses being 
kept open for Lord Biinkollin, at his expense ? — No, 

I do not think that was practised, not with my 
knowledge. 

1448. Lord Clanvicarde is Lord Bunkellin’s father. 
Has he not a large property within the boundary of 
the county of the town of Galway? — Yes, he has a 
large property. 

1449. Do you know whether there are many voters 
upon it ? — I tliiiik 21 or 23. 

1450. Is that the whole number that can vote ? — 
That is the whole number. 

1451. Were those voters polled at the election? — 
They were, most of them ; I did not poll part of them. 

1452. These voter.s plumped for Lord Bunkellin ? 
— Ob, they plumped for Lord Dunkellin, those that 1 
polled ; one man did not vote. 

1453. Who influenced that man ? — He was a man 
who held land from Mr. Lynch, and he asked leave to 
give liis vote for his landlord. 

1454. Have you been at any previous election 
here ? — I have been at a good many. 

1455. Were you here in 1852 ? — I was here. 

1456. Lord Dunkellin was a candidate in 1852 ; 
was he here then himself ? Avas he present at the 
election ? — Yes, he was. 

1457. Had you anything to say to the laying out 
of money ? — No, not in 1852 ; I remember I did give ' 
some, but it Avas very little. 

1458. Was it for the purpose of corruption, or 
tending towards it ? — I laid out some money toAvards 
tlie election ; I only remember one thing, and that 
Avas giving it butcher 30/. 

1459. Who Avas that butcher ? — He was a big man 
named Walsh, he is dead ; he promised me to get the 
butchers, but he did not, and he voted against me 
himself ; so I held my tongue, and I never charged 
the money to anybody. 

1460. Was that to get the Avliole body ? — It Avas to 
help ; if he did not get all, he Avas to get the great 
majority, but I did not even get hnnself. 

1461. Do you recollect any other sum being spent at 
that election ? — I knoAv there avus money spent. Lord 
Dunkellin had to spend 2,000k as nearly as possible. 

1462. You do not knoAV anything further as to the 
ap])licafion of the 2,000/. ? — It is some time ago. I 
knoAv that the money Avas spent, hut I do not remem- 
ber the particulars noAV. 

1463. Do you roinemhcr aa’Iio was his laAV agent, 
and Avho Avas managing and conducting for him in 
1852 ? — Mr. Robert PoAver Avas his leading agent. 

1464. Before 1852 Avas Lord Dunkellin e\'cr a 
candidate ? — Never. 

1465. Did he oft'er himself at all at the uncontested 
election of 1847 ? — Oh, no ; I do not fliink he had 
anything to do Avith it. 

1466. Have you any knoAvledge of anything con- 
nected Avith that uncoiitested election ? — No, I knoAv 
nothing about it. 



1467. Any arrangement ? — No ; I was at the con- 
tested election in that year, hut not at the other. 

1468. Have you taken an interest in contested 
elections for a lengthened period ? — In 1847 Avas the 
first ; I Avas here at that tune. 

1469. Were they expensive generally ? — I should 
think that one was very expensive, the most expensive 
of all. 

1470. Have all the elections been pretty expensive ? 

• — I only knoAv of three — the elections of 1847, 1852, 
and 1857 ; this last was the cheapest of the lot. 

1471. {Mr. Commissioner Leahy.) Yo\kg&yQ'K\\roj 
40/. ? — I gave it in fact to Murphy to hand to him, 
it is the same thing. 

1472. Is he a voter ? — He is. 

1473. I understand it was for general purposes you 
gave it, and it had nothing to do with his oavu vote ? 
— Nothing whatever ; he Avanted it at the moment ; he 
asked for the money, and I gave it to him. 

1474. You also gave several sums. NoAvdidyoii 

ever get any account of hoAv they were expended ? 

I never asked for any, and I never expected any. 

1475. Well, then, you do not knoAV Avhether any 
balance remained in the hands of the persons to Avhom 
you gave the money, after making the disbursements ? 
— When I parted Avith the money I never expected 
to see it again. 

1476. You did not expect any balance to be re- 
turned to you ? — Indeed I did not. 

1477. Did you ever know Avliat became of the 
balance of the money that Avas paid at the 1852 
election ? — I did not. 

1478. When you came here to represent Lord 
Dunkellin, from Avhom did you get instructions as to 
Avhat Avas to bo done at the election, or abo\it AA’hat 
money Avas to be laid out ? — The only direction I got 
was that Lord Clanricavde Avrote to me, asking, if I 
saAv that the feeling of the inhabitants Avas strongly 
in Lord Dunkellin’s favour, Avould I undertake the 
election ? I said I Avould Avitb a great deal of pleasure, 
and Lord Clanricarde A\Tote to Mr. Darcy, his agent, 
to say that AA'hatevcr money I required, he AA’as to 
supply. Mr. Darcy is his head agent, and his under- 
agent, Mr. Hush, came Avith me, and any sum of 
money that I told him to get came in the next day. 

1479. Had you any transactions Avith Mr. Dai’cy ? — 
No more than the fact of Mr. Darcy’s draAving in 
favour of Mr. Rush, and the money being lodged in the 
Provincial Bank ; but it did not remain long there. 

1480. How did you get the money ? was it in 
cheques, or otherAvise ? — No j the money was lodged 
from time to time as required by Mr. Darcy. Mr. 
Rush had ahvays plenty of money in his hands, but I 
did not exactly Avant to carry it AA'hen going about 
caiiA'assing. 

1481. Did you remai-k a difference in the persons 
Avho asked you for money ? Avere there any freemen ? 
— I did not canvass the freemen. I never’ took any 
account of the freemen, until Colonel Fi'ench came in 
on Sunday. 

1482. Who told you that money should be paid for 
the votes of the freemen ? — We took the list that 
Sunday evening, smd we calculated that 900 would 
be able to vote, of Avhich very nearly the half Acere 
freemen, and the other half householders. We sav' 
at once that the A'otes of a portion of the freemen 
sliould be secured. 

1483. You yourself did not communicate at all 
directly Avith tbe freemen — you left that to otlier.s ? — 
I left that to others. I spoke to a fcAv of them, Avhen- 
ever I met one at any time, but I did not go regularly 
round. I did not even knoAV Avliere they lived. 

1484. As the election proceeded you found more 
money Avould be necessary than you at first thought ? 
— We never expected a contest ; at least I did not, 
until the last moment, as Mr. Blake had retired. 

1485. During the time of the contest, had you 
direct communication with any other member of Lord 
Dunkcllin’s family, as to spending money, or other- 
Avise ?—I Avas entirely left to my OAvn discretion. 
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1486. {Chief Commissioner.) Ai-e you a solicitor ? 
— Yes. 

1487. Do you practise in tlie town of Galway ; do 
you reside there ? — I do. 

1488. How long have you been practising at your 
profession here ? — Since 1845. 

1489. Were you engaged professionally at the last 
election ? — Yes, for my Lord Dunkellin. 

1490. Was there any other professional gentleman 
engaged as agent ? — Yes. 

1491. Who was so engaged ? — -Wliy, I engaged 
Mr. James Cook O’Shaugimessy, Mr. Nicholas 
M'Nainara, Michael M'Namara, and Mr. Regan. 

1492. Which of you was the conducting agent — the 
liead ? — Tlie general management of the election was 
given by Sir Thomas Burke to me ; but Mr. Power, 
being the solicitor to the Clanricarde family, was 
appointed the conducting agent. He was merely 
nominally the conducting agent ; but the whole re- 
sponsibility fell to me. 

1493. I understand ; Mr. Power being the solicitor 
to the family was named, hut you in reality were the 
party that managed matters ? — Quite so. 

1494. Was any money given to you to lay out at 
tlie election ? — There was. 

1495. IIow much money was given to yourself to lay 
out at the election ? — I may tell you that some time 
ago, liai'ing consented to act for my Lord Dunkellin, 
Sir Thomas Burke and I had been in communication 
for a good while. I stated to him in a letter, that 
with regard to all money transactions of an election, I 
refused to have anything to do with them ; that I had 
got a great deal of annoyance at previous elections, 
and on that account I declined altogether to manage 
money mattei’s ; and on that account I did not under- 
take the general management. 

1496. IIow much money altogether came into your 
hands ? The 50/. Sir Thoma.s Burke has mentioned ? 
— Yes ; and 10/. through Mr. Rusli, and a sum of 
20/. through Mr. Rush ; these monies came to me, 
and were handed at the moment to the other parties ; 
20/. through Mr. Robert Power, and this was all. 

1497. Toll me what you did with tlie money that 
came into your oivn hands ? yon have been served 
witli a summons to produce all documents ? — I have 
no document connected with the last election, except 

1498. Have you got any ]ia]ier with these sums on 
it ? — No ; the fifty pounds Sir Thomas Burke gave me, 
I received from him previous to the election, during 
the assizes, after one day in our canvass. 

1499. What did yon do with tliat ? — Mr. O’Shaugli- 
nessy, one of the gentlemen I had retained, asked me 
for his fee ; he required it at the moment. 1 went to 
Sir Thomas Burke and got a. cheque, and I paid out 
of it, for O’Sliaughnessy’s account, 25/., for which 
he gave me a receipt. 

1500. What did you do with the rest that remained 
after the payment of the 25/. to O’Sliaughnessy ? 
— When I asked him for the cheque, he said, — “ I 
“ am going away now, and you will require some 
“ money in your hands yourself ; I had better make 
“ this cheque 50/.” 

1501. But what did you do with the balance? — I 
paid it to the different parties. 

1502. Can you tell who they were ? — No. 

1503. Were they voters or were they the crowd, or 
what were they ? — I dare say some of them might be 
voters. I paid them in the crowd. Different parties 
were coming to my house. 

1504. Have yon any further recollection what you 
did with it ? — ^No, none at all. 

1505. Was it paid away in very small sums ?— It 
was in small sums, in pounds, thirty shillings, ten 
shillings, five shillings, half crowns, and every w.ay ; 
tiiere were no large sums. 

1506. Have you any account of it? — I have no 
account of it. 



1507. Was it in the street they were paid? — Gene- „„„ 
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rally in the street. 

1508. Was that during the election ? — Oh no, a 
fortnight before tlie election ; before the vTit had 
issued at all. 

1509. Is that what became of the 50/.? — Yes, 
that was what became of it. 

1510. You mentioned that you got several other 
sums from Mr. Rush ; was that after the election or 
before it ? — During the election ; immediately after 
the hustings. I knew of course that the men on the 
table would be ciying out for drink, as it is usual for 
them to get it immediately after ; I brought over 
Rush, and said I wanted money to give those fellows, 
and he sent out for Mr. Kilroy, and Mr. Kilroy came 
down and got, I think, 15/. of that 20/. that 
Mr. Rush gave at the moment. 

1511. To whom else did you pay any money ? — 

This 40/. that Sir Thomas Bui’ke spoke of that 
he gave to Kilroy, it was I that got the money 
and gave it to Kilroy ; there was a crowd of people 
outside Kilroy’s, and the cheque ivas changed into 
sovereigns and distributed amongst them. 

1512. Who were they? — Persons on tlie list of 
Mr. Kilroy that he had made an arrangement with. 

1513. For voting? — No, hut for “keeping the 
table ” on the day of the hustings, and shouting and 
assisting to shout. 

1514. {Mr. Commissioner T^eahy.) Was it also to 
keep the butchers quiet ? — It was partly to keep the 
butchers in good humour. 

1515. {Chief Commissioner.') Did you give any 
money to a voter ? — I gave 21. to the wife of a man 
named Thomas Glynn. Thomas Glynn was a voter, 
and recorded his vote. 

1516. Was he a freeman? — He was a freeman ; the 
poor man died, and his wife came for money to hury 
him. 

1517. When was that? — After the election at 
which he voted. 

1518. You gave that after the election altogether ; 
had you any agreement with Glynn to give any 
money when he was living?— -No. 

1519. Did you pay during the election any sum 
to aaiy other voter directly, yourself? — No, not that 
I at present recollect, or believe that I did. 

1520. Sir Thomas Burke stated that the expenses 
of the election of Lord Dunkellin were 1,200/., and 
you heard him state items which did not account for 
nearly the entire of that sum ; do you know what 
became of the balance? — I do 3iot, except this, that 
I could su)3ply one sum. 

1521. Well, wliat is that? — After the election, 

Mr. Rush sent me over from Loughrea a cheque for 
75/. ; tliat was for my own fee. 

1522. For your own foe ? — Tlie halance of my 
own fee. 

1523. Are you aware of what heeame of any other 
sums of money ? — ^No, I am not. 1 believe, though, 

I liave reason to believe that sums of money have 
been paid by Mr. Semple. 

1524. Mr. Senijile was a person acting for Lord 
Dunkellin and paying money? — No doubt of it. 

1525. Do you know of any other person filling the 
same position, and acting in the same way as Semple ? 

—No. 

1526. Do you know anything further of tlic ex- 
penditure of money on the part of Lord Dunkellin 
at tlic last election? — Mr. Carter told me he had paid 
some money, some small sums of money ; but in 
my presence Mr. Power, the conducting agent, 
brought him into a private room and told him not 
to interfere further in the election — that he had no 
authority to act. 

1527. Did Kilroy pay any money beyond paying 
tlie 40/. on that day for “keeping the table?” — I<ot 
that I heard. 

1528. Did you hear Sir Thomas Burke mention a 
man named Webb? — I did. 
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lo29. Did you know Webb? — I did. 

1530. Did you know of his acting for Lord Dun- 
kellin? — I did not. 

1531. Iliid you any dealing with the freemen 
yourself ? — None. 

1532. With any freemen? — None. 

1533. Do you know any more of the payment of 
voters, or of payments to voters by Lord Dimkellin, 
or his agents? — No. 

1534. Did you canvass any of the freemen your- 
self, or go with anybody to canvass them for Lord 
Dunkcllin? — No ; Sir Thomas Burke and I went on 
a canvass, and we canvassed all the ratepayers ; if 
we met a freeman we would not pass him, as he has 
described, but we did not go on a regular- canvass 
to them. 

1535. When you did meet any of them, and asked 
them, were you asked for money? — Several times. 

1536. Did that occur often? — Oh, frequently. 

1537. Did any freeman propose to vote for you 
without money?— Propose to vote ! oh, yes, some did. 

1538. Do you know of any more money being 
paid to the freemen, on the part of Lord DunkelUn, 
than the 250?. that was given to Dr. Browne and 
Semple’s payments?. — No. 

1539. Do you know anything further of the last 
election that you ought to communicate to this Com- 
mission ? You ai-e a professional gentleman and know 
very well what I mean ? — No. 

1540. Were you engaged professionally in the 
election of 1852 ? — I was. 

1541. Whom were you engaged for in 1852 ? — 

Mr. Martin Joseph Blake. ' • 

1542. What position did you fill towards Mr. 
Martin Joseph Blake in 1852 ? — Mr. Higgins, at- 
toi-ney of Tuam, and myself acted as conducting 
agents for him. 

1543. Were you actively and prominently engaged 
on that occasion ? — I was. 

1544. Ill 1852 did any money come to your hands 
from Mr. Martin Joseph Blake ? — No. 

1545. Were you acquainted witli the expenditure 
of money by Mr. lilartin Joseph Blalce ? — Not by 
Mr. Martin Joseph Blake. 

1546. Were you engaged for anybody else during 
the election ? do you know of money being expended 
at that election by anybody else ? — I believe money 
was going, in fact ; the way in which I explain that 
is, there were two large suras of money raised for the 
purpose of paying off the expenses of the election. 

1547. In 1852 ? — After the election of 1862. 

1548. Was it raised on tlio part of Mr. Martin 
Joseph Blake ? was it raised by liis friends ? — By his 
friends. 

1549. Do you know that that money, whatever it 
was, was for Mr. Martin Joseph Blake ? — It was for 
paying the expenses of his election. 

1550. Have you brought all the papers connected 
with that election as you were required to do ? — ■ 
Every single paper connected with that election. 

1551. What are all those papers? — They ai-e 
receipts for the election of 1852 — receipts, cheques, 
and orders. 1 find that there is one bill I received. ■ 

1552. What is it ? is it a bill on the hank ? — A bill 
on the bank. It was my draft, as I recollect, on Mr. 
Piereo Joyce. 

1553. For how much? — The proceeds that were 
actually raised on one bill were 266?. 12«. 10c?., and 
on the other 749?. 17 j. 8rf. 

1554. What are the dates of those bills ? — I have 
not the hills. 

1555. Tell me about what time were the bills 
cashed ? — The 749?. 17«. 8c?. was either in July or 
August 1852. 

1556. Was that after the election ? — It was after 
the election. 

1557. How long after ? — The election was on the 
12tli of July. 

1558. And this was in the same month ? — Yes. 

1559. When was the other bill cashed ? — Not until 

the January following. ... 



1560. Did, you receive the amount of those two 

hills from the bank ? — Not fi-om the bank, hut I 
received the proceeds of those bills. • . • 

1561. From whom? — I think from Mr. Peter^-A, 
Fynn. 

1562. Mr. Peter A. Fynn was a party to those two 
bills ? — I see his name on one of them. 

1563. Mr. Joyce and Mr. Peter Fynn gave yon the 
money ? — They did. 

1564. Did you get 749?. 17s. 8c?. and 266?. 12s. lOc?., 
that is, the amount of the bills, less the discount ? — 
Yes. 

1565. Did you get any more money ? — No odier 

money whatsoever. . . ' 

1566. During, .after, or before the time you were 
connected with the 1852 election ? — That was the 
only one that I was at. 

1567. What did you do when you got the 
749?. 17s. 8<?. in Julyi immediately' after the election ? 
have you an account of what you did with it ? — I 
have. 

1568. Is it a long account ? — These accounts I 
prepai-ed in 1852, and I never, saw tliem until the 
other day. 

\_The wiiness.having hcuidedtothe Commissioners 
an account, the Chief Commissio7ier observed 
that it was not for the entire amount, and 
directed the witness to make out a full account 
of his expenditure in \%b2, connected with the 
election.] 

1569. What is the character of your payments ? — 
They were for- expenses and outlay incurred by 
different persons in-town, connected with .the election, 
who made demands. 

1570. What do you call expenses,? — Liabilities 
that they alleged that they had contracted. 

. 1571. There is one .item for 27?. 11s., what is- 
that for ? — It was to a mfin named Thomas Eoche ; 
he had a house open for giving drink to voters and 
others, and he was, paid. hi.s money. 

1572. Who are the others ? — The next is. for 'the 

rent of a store belonging to Thomas Madden, imme- 
diately opposite his house,, to have a 'number of .voters 
there when they were got together. . 

1573. What is the payment, to 'Tliomas Eoclie-? — ^ 
A payment for treating. . 

1574. The third one to Bartholomew Killian, what 
did he get ? — He alleged that he had paid money 
himself. 

1575. To whom? — To voters. 

1576. How much did you give him ? — 22?. 14s. 
there is in this account, hut. I know that he claimed 
more money afterwards. 

1577. In 1852 was there any person employed to 
deal with voters for money, do you knew a man 
named Greany ? — I do. 

1578. Had he anytliing to do with the voters; wm 
he working to get voters for Mr. Martin Joseph Blake? 
— No one more ardently. 

1579. Washe employed byyou or any btherpersoii ? 
— He was working :COustantIy with me. 

1580. Were you in court, and .did you happen to 
hear that 3?. a head was being paid to a certain 
number of freemen ? — I did. 

1581. Is that an item among the chai-ges that you 
paid ? did you ever pay that charge, was it you paid 
Greany ? — It Avas I that gave the money to him, and 
I have the receipt for it ; in fact they insisted on pay- 
ment ; they went over to Pierce Joyce’s house, six 
miles out of this, and they broke the hinges of my 
father’s doors;, they came up to where my father and 
wife were. ' 

1582. Was that after the election ? — It Avas ; they 

came to bo paid. • - • , ' 

1583. You have mentioned that Greany Avas very 

active in getting voters, and you mentioned the name 
of Bartholomew Killian ?— Yes. _ ' 

1 584. Was he active, seen and known to be active ? 
—Yes. 

1585. Was he an agent ?— Not -a regular one, but 
he waa very much interested. 
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1586. Wlint wns’he himself? — A tenant to Mr. 
Blake. 

1587. Was he getting votei-s in 1852 ? — Heivas. 

1588. Do you knov a man named Lynskey, was he 
active ? — Very. 

1589. Where you living iri this town, and acting in 
the year 1847?— Yes.- 

1590. Do you recollect the general election of that 
year ? were Mr. Martin Joseph Blake and Mr. Anthony 
O’Flaherty returned without ' any contest ? — They 
were. 

15.91. Were you at all engaged or employed pro- 
fessionally at that time ? — No. , 

1592. Did you know of any arrangement to prevent 
a contest ?-^Nbne.' ■ ’ 

1593; As- far as you knp-vv there Avas none Aviji 
anybody ? — ^My belief is there' was none with any- 
body. 

1594.' Between 1847 and 1852 did you knoAv of any 
payment by either Mr. Anthony O’Flaherty or Mr. 
Martin Joseph, Blake to any of the voters as voters ? 
— No. ' ■ ' - ■ ■ 

1595; Or any suin of money given' to any body, 
trade, or class, as a present ? — No and -I do nof 
believe that it could occur in the'town without my 
kno-^ving it. ' ' 

1596. (Mr. Coin?nissw}ier Leahy.) 'Wlien were you- 
first employed for Mr. Martin J. Blake ?-— He did not 
come in until four or five days before the election of 



1597. Were you employed for him- in -any election 
before ? — I Avas years ago, but 1 Avas very young. • I 
was only 16 or 17 years' bf'age at the time.- ' 

1598. Do you remember " the general election' of 
1847; when tiiere Avasno contest ? do you knoAv whether 



Martin J. Blake or Anthony O’Flaherty had retained 
any agents? — I rather think not. 

1599. Was there anyperson just before that election 
Avho came forward or Avas named as acsuididate at all? 
— The fact Avas, it was expected tliat Mr. Monahan, the 
tlien solicitor-general, would have stood, and I 
receiA-ed a letter from liini, I believe the day liefore 
the election, stating his intention of not standing. 

1600. And if he had stood at that time, Avas 
there to have been any opposition to him? — Oh, 
Mr. O’Flaherty Avas determined to tight it OA-er again. 

1601. But supposing he had continued in his inten- 
tion of starting, betAveen Avhora Avould tlie contest Iira'C 
been ? — They were all three prepared to stand. 

• 1602. And then, Avlien Mr. Monalian retired, the 
tAvo came in Avitliout any opposition ? — Precisely. 

1603. You Avere not concerned for Mr. il. J. Blake 
at that time ? Were you concerned at the single election 
in that year for other parties ? — Yes, I Avas concerned 
for Mr. Monahan. 

1604. There Avas no understanding at that election 
as to there being any arrangement as to future elec- 
tions ? — ^Not that I am aware of. 

1605. It Avas a bond fide contest ? — It Avas a fair 
stand-up fight. 

1606. In the general election Mr. M. J. Blake and 
Mr. O’Fiaherty Avere returned Avithout a contest ; but 
Avas nothing done in the- way of giving the people 
drink ? Avas no compliment paid to any of the A’oters ? 
— Not the least in the Avorld. 

1607. Not even a drink ? — I do not think tliere 
was. I do not think there Avei’C many persons about 
the court Avlien the result Avas declared. 

1608. Eveiything went off cfuietly ? — All Avent off 
quietly. 



Mr. John Heniiy Blake, sworn and examined. 



1609. (Chief Commissioner.) You live in the 
county ?-r-Yes, near Loughrea. 

1610. You are not a voter of this toAvn ? — No, I 

am not. ' , . 

1611. But you were here at the last election ? — I 
Avas. 

161-2; For Lord Dunkeliiu ? — Yes.. 

1613. You took his part. Had you anything to do 
Avith the laying out of the money for Lord Dmikelltn ? 
— Nothing Avhatever at the last election. 

1614. Did you canvass at the last election ? — Well, 
I used my influence as far as it Avent. 

1615. Did you go to the freemen at all ? — -I did 
occasionally. 

1616. Were you asked for money ? — I think they 
led me to suppose they would expect some, being 
very friendly all the time. 

1617. In 1852-Avere you at all concerned ? — I was. 

1618. Were you acting for .Lord Dunkellin ?r— I 

Avas. ■ . 

1619. Do you happen to knoAV what tlie election in 

1852 cost him ? Y^ou heard Sir Thomas Burke say 
2,000f., i» that Avhat you Avduld say ?— Very near 
2,000;. about 2,000?. ' ' . ^ 

1620. He AA'asbeatehj I believe, by a large majority? 
— He Ayas. 

1621. Do you know how the 2,000?. in 1852 went ? 
— I do as to part of it ; part of it went through my 
hands. 

1622. Tell me what went through your hands ?■ — I 
should think, in different payments, I got somewhere 
about 500?. to disburse. 

1623. What did you do with that 500?. ? — Well, a 
portion of it I paid for treating, I think. 

1624. To Avhom ? — To diflereiit people avIio came 
to me for it. 

1625. Shopkeepers ? I mean those avIio had their 
houses open — No, I think they Avere agents. 

1626. Name them ?— A man named &Iyiih ; 'and a 
man of the name of Young, Considine, and Mr. Cross. 



1627. Hoav much do you think Avent for treating ? 

• — Well, I should say a couple of hundred pounds at 
least. 

1628. Do you knoAV ? — I have no account of it. 

1629. You have no account ? — 1 tliink I have a. 
sort of -account of it, but not a very correct one. I 
tliink about 200?. Avent for treating — fully tliat, or 
ratlier more, I should say. 

1630. In Avhiit Avay did the balance go ? — A con- 
siderable sum Avent towards the payment of freemen. 

1631. How much for that, the Avhole or part ? — 
WeU, I have the tickets that will show wliat went to 
the’ freemen. I think these Avero the tickets that 
wore used. 

1632. Tickets ! hoAv many of them have you 
there ?— Oh, a great number. 

1633. Have they the names on them ? — No, merely 
the amount is put on the ticket — the amount to bo 
paid. 

1634. And were they all given to freemen ? — Yes, 
all to freemen. 

[ The witness handed in to the secretary 68 tickets, 
with sums on them varying from 1?. to 10?., 
hut no names, and all sealed."] 

1635. Hoav inueli is the Avliole amount, as Avell as 
you can tell ? have you any tot ? — 102?. lo5. is one 
batch ; 27?. another batch ; 43?. anotlier liatcii ; 721. 
in another hatch. I do not exactly know Jioiv mudi 
the other J 48?. is another batch. 

1636. And were all these freemen ? — All fi-eemen, 
I should tliink. 

1637. That would he’ 265?., A’ery nearly the 
balance of the 500?. ? — Yes, somewhere there about. 
I really never thought it Avould come to this, and I 
kept no exact account. 

1638. Do yon happen to have the name of any 
freeman or person that you kneiv got this money ? — 
Well, not exactly ; I do not think I have. 

E2 



Mr. 

P. G. Murp/ty. 



30 Sept. 1857. 



Mr. 

J. H. Blake. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




EVIDENCE TAKEN BEFORE THE COMMISSIONERS APPOINTED -TO INQUIRE INTO 



Mr. 

J. H. Blake. 
30 Sept. 18S7. 



1639. How many names have you altogether ?— I 
declare tlie accounts were kept in a very irregular 
•way ; it was not my intention to keep an account at 
all at the time. 

1640. Can you mention some of tlio names : — 
James Campl>ell, Thomas Tally, Patrick Garrick, 
John Walsh, Thomas G-aynor, Kicholas McDermott, 
James Fahcrty, Michael Griffin, Thomas Conway, 
Patrick Toole, some man named Keogh, a man named 
McDermott, and Mattliew Glynn. 1 knew there 
were a great many others got it, but 1 have not got 
them on this list. 

1641. Have you any knowledge of how much they 
got ?— Oh, it is all marked in these tickets. 

1642. And did these men get much ? — They all 
got from \L to 5A and lOA 

1643. They varied in amount ? — They went from 
ll. to 10?. 

1644. Whose .seal is this upon the ticket ? — It was 
my seal tliat was upon tlie tickets. The ticket was 
issued and sent to another pai-t of the town. The 
majority went from about 8?. to 4?. apiece. 

1645. I fancy, from seeing the seals on these, that 
this deviee of the pigeon-hole is not new ? — I think 
that was the origin of it, I am sorry to say. 

1646. Then you had the pigeon-hole in 1852 ? — 
We had the pigeon-hole in 1852. X think it ■^^'as 
then the aviary was got up. 

1647. Who was at the pigeon-hole in 1852 ? — A 
man of the name of Hayes ; he is a man of Sir 
ThomasBurke’s, and was brought in from the country, 
as not knowing the parties. 

1648. In 1852 did you know of money being given 
to anybody except freemen ? — No, I did not. 

1649. Nor at any time ? — Nor at any time. I 
recollect a great many electors, and I never knen" ot 
any man getting money but a freeman ; and I think 
it was lately even that commenced. 

1650. Have you taken a part at other elections ? 
— I have indeed. 

1651. In a great many ? — In a great many. 

1652. And your evidence is decidedly that you did 
not Ijnow of payments to voters, as a bribe, except to 
freemen? — Not to my knowledge— that is wliat I 
mean. 

1653. In canvassing, were you ever asked hy any- 
body, except a freeman, to give a sinn of mosicy ? — 
Never. 

1654. In asking this money, did the freemen ever 
make any kind of excuse, or offer any jjalliation for 
asking it ? — None wliatever ; they just said for their 
vote. Sometimes, you know, we are a little lacetious 
with them at election times. — “ Mr. John, you must 
“ recollect us,” and I said, “ Oh, I will, of course.” 

1655. You seem a favourite here, hy their address- 
ing you by your Cliristian name. In the contested 
election of 1847, hud you anything to say to it ? — 
Nothing whatever. 

1656. Did you come into town at all ? — I was in 
town. 

1657. Did you take any part in the subsequent one, 
the uncontested election of 1847 ? — No ; I voted at 
Mr. Monahan’s election. 

1658. Did Lord Dunkellin offer himself as a candi- 
date at the uncontesled election of 1847 ? — No ; he 
came of age between 1847 and 1852. 

1659. Did you know of any other person who was 
thinking of standing i'or the county of tlic toivn at 
the period of tlic uncontesled election ? — No, 1 do 
not recollect that there was. 1 think all was left 
between Mr. O’Flaherty and Jlr. Blake at that time. 

1660. You have tobl us of the 500Z. you had your- 
self in 1852. Can you tell mo of any other sum of 
money paid in 1852, on the part of Lord Dunkellin ? 

No, I am not aiwire of anything at all tliat came 

through my lumds. 1 was deputed for a ecrlain pur- 
pose, and I know nothing outside of that. 

1661. What became of ihci’cst of the 2,000?.?— Ido 
not know ; except Mr. Dai-cy, Lord Clanricai-de’s 
agent, told me one day X was in his office, that the 
cost of the election had come in iili to about 2,000?. 



1 know that treating and all that was very extensive 
at the time. 

1662. Do you know of any persons paying the 
freemen except those to whom you gave the cards in 
that way ? — Well, I think Mr. O’Shaughnessy was in 
connection with me when I was paying them. 

1663. Do you think he will be able to tell more, if 
there was more ?— -I do not know that he can tell 
much more. He wiis with me. 

1664. You sealed all the cards yourself ? — Yes. 

1665. Was there any other person that sealed 
them with you? — No, these are the very ones I paid. 
I issued these tickets, and then tliey went over to a 
certain place ; and then Hayes had a sum of money, 
and got these as a check for the money I gave him. 

1666. To show you ho paid the money ? — Yes ; 
showing these, I gave him credit for tlie money he 
gave them. 

1667. To what house was it Hayes went ? — He 
went to a liouse in Nunn’s Island, where I lodged at 
the time. He was shut up in a room ; a hole was cut 
in the door, at •which a voter knocked and put in a 
ticket. Hayes never saw the man presenting the 
ticket at all, but he took it in ; and whatever he sivw 
on the back of the ticket he handed up. 

1668. Well, you mentioned O’Shauglmessy. Would 
he know something ? — Yes. 

1669. Mr. Considine, would he know anything ? 
— He might. A good deal of money I paid was paid 
to Considine. How he disposed of it I do not know. 

1670. Mr. Cross had a good deal of money at the 
time ? — He had. 

1671. Who was the professional agent of Lord 
Dunkellin at that election ? — Mr. Power. 

1672. Who else ? — I do not know. Mr. O’Shaugh- 
nessy was one. 

1673. Any more ? — Well, I do not exactly recollect. 
I suppose there were, hut I forget. 

1674. Wlio principally acted as the conducting or 
managing person ? — Mr. Power. He took it on liim- 
self at that time. 

1675. There were three candidates at that time, 
Mr. O’Flaherty, Lord Dunkellin, and Mr. Mai-tiii 
Joseph Blake. 

1676. Who was it that Lord Dunkellin had the 
contest with, or did he push both ? — Why, I think ho 
wanted to get in between them. 

1677. Who was at the head of tlie poll? — Mr. 
O’Flaiierty was at the liead of the poll. 

1678. Did yon hear of money going on the side of 
Mr. M. J. Blake ? — Oh, indeed I did, extensively, for 
every vote. Whether it Avas correct or not, I do not 
knoAV, but I heard it. 

1679. Did you see public-houses kept open the 
other side as well ? — I did. 

1680. You saAv treating, then, going on generany ? 
— I did. More in the district in Avhicli Mr. Blake 
resided, I think. 

1681. In his district yon saw a good deal of treating 
going on ? — ^A good deal. 

1682. Do you knOAV anything more of the outlay 
of money at that election than that ? — Upon my 
Avord nothing occurs to me at present. 

1683. {Mr. Commissioner Leahy.) In i-egulating the 
price you paid to these freemen, did you take into 
consideration Avhat Mr. Blake’s friends Avere giving ? 
Hoav did you iix the scale ? Did you know Avliat your 
opponents were paying ? — No, indeed ; we did not. 
We did the best we could for ourselves. 

1684. Were these payments made by them, as you 
believe, to the freemen also ? — I understand these 
Avere. 

1685. And Iioav did you happen to have different 
prices ? Did not (hey all ask the same sum ? — Those 
Avho Avere i’riendly and Avell disposed Ave did not pay 
so much as those Ave AA-anted to induce to come. 

1686. To any man that you were afraid would go 
to Mr. M. J. Blake, did you pay a little more ?— 
Perhaps he required a little more pressure in_^tliat 
way. 
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1687. Do you say the same as to Mr. O’Flaherty ? 
Was he bribing at that time ? — Upon my word I do 
not think lio required to bribe at tliat time j he was 
vlie fav ourite of all parties. 

1688. Were O’Flaherty and your friend Lord 
Dunkellin both combined against M. J. Bhiko ? — No, 
not that I am aware of. 

1689. Have you any recollection ? — None what- 
ever. We were glad to take any assistance we could 
get from any side, but we still remained independent. 

1690. But still you were at the bottom of the 
poll ? — We were, although I believe we were at the 
head of the payments. 

1691. You say yon gave over 200f for treating, 
and about 300f for freemen ? — About that, I think. 

1692. Well, you say the election cost 2,000f Tlie 
freemen, considering that there were so many of 
them, did not get so much money after all ? — I think 
a good deal more went to freemen besides that. 

1693. That is what we want to know? — I should 
think so, but I heard a great many were paid besides 
what I paid. There were the men who polled early 
in the day, the eaiiy part of the day, and we paid 



them by Avay of inducing the other men to come 
forward. 

1694. Do you believe that all tlie ])a}nuents were 
made to these freemen ? — I should think they were. 

1695. But you have no reason to believe that 
except from the largeness of the sum ?— Tluit is all. 

1696. {Mr. Commissioner fVkite.) Who was it 
made the bargain for the price with the freemen, did 
you do it yourself, or through an ageJit ? — I think 
Mr. O’Shaughuessy and I classed what we thought 
we ought to give these men. We knew those who 
were friendly and those who had been brought round 
otherwise, and Ave increased according to their in- 
fluence or otherwise. 

1697. Did you agree A\'ith these freemen indi- 
vidually ?— No, I do not think ^v& did, but they Avero 
led to suppose that they Avould get something. 

1698. They Avillingly took Avithout grumbling AA-liat 
you put doAA'n on the list for them ? Do yon knoAV 
had they a spokesman acting for them— a head man ? 
— I think they generally have a head man Avhom 
they can look up to ; some one that has influence 
amongst them. 



Adjourned till To-morroAv, at Eleven o’clock. 



THIRD DAY. 

ThiirsdoAj, October Isi 1857. 

Mr. James Cook O’Suaughnessy SAvorn and examined. 



1699. {Chief Commissioner.) You are a solicitor, 
and live in the tOAvn of Gahvay ? — Yes. 

1700. Were you engaged at the last election pro- 
fessionally for any one ? — For Lord Dunkellin. 

1701. Mr. Murphy, I believe, and Mr. PoAver 
engaged you — Avas it ? — Yes. 

1702. Were you an inspector in the booths ? I 

was a booth inspector. 

1703. Were you engaged in managing and going 
about during the election ? — In tlie canvass principally; 
at the election my occupation Avas being in the 
booths. 

1704. Did you canvass for Lord Dunkellin ? I did, 

Avith Sir Thomas Burke and Mr. Blake of Furbagh 
— Mr. A. W. Blake, a relative of his lordship. 

1705. Did you canvass both the freemen and the 
householders ?■ — When Ave casually met a freemsui Ave 
canvassed him, but we did not make it a point to 
ciuivass the freemen. 

1706. Did you happen to meet in the course of tliat 
canvass many freemen ? — I Avould say about 50 of the 
lietter known and more respectable class. 

1707. What ansAver did you generally receive from 
the freemen Avhen you asked them to vote for Lord 
Dunkellin ? — Well, Avith some exceptions Ave received 
a favourable reply from them all, for Lord Dunkellin 
Avas a favourite at the time. 

1708. Did you canvass for any other person except 
Lord Dunkellin ? — No. 

1709. Did you take any interest or part for any 
person except Lord Dunkellin ? — Personally I was 
interested for Mr. O’Flaherty. 

1710. But not as agent? — No; I thought I Avas 
bound to confine myseif to the interests of the party 
from Avhom I received my instructions. 

1711. Did any freeman in the course of that 
canvass say anything about money ? — They did not 
mention the Avord “money”; they came to me, 
reminding me of old associations, and hoped they 
AA’ould not be forgotten. 

1712. Did any person on the part of any body of 

the freemen come to you ? No. 

1713. Was there any overture from any combined 
number of them ? — No, there was not. 



1714. In your canvass, did each person speak of 
himself individually, or did he speak for any other 
body? — For himself individually ; I should say that 
those parties who spoke to me in this maiiner did not 
speak to me so much as regarded their votes as their 
services. 

1715. Services ? — Yes ; because there are some 
influential men amongst the traders, aa'Iio can bring 
a great number Avith them, and they considered it 
legitimate and fair that they should be ]mid foi' their 
services in cauA'assing and bringing np voters to the 
poll, and influencing voters that they have poAver over 
to give theii' votes. 

1716. You had no regular engagement or agree- 
ment Avith any body of the freemen, had you ? — No, 
not in 1857. 

1717. Had you any money to distribute during 
that election from Lord Dunkellin ? — No. 

1718. Had you nothing AvhateA’er to say to the 
financial department ? — Nothing AA'hatever. 

■ 1719. Do you say the same as to orders for goods 
or anything of that kind ? did you kuoAv of any ? — I 
had nothing to say to it in 1857. 

1720. Do you knoAV of any money paid on the part 
of Lord Dunkellin for votes at that election? — Not 
atthat election. I Iieai-d it for the first time when 
listening to the evidence here. 

1721. Do you know of any person, a voter, receh'- 
ing money at that election ? — I do not, at that 
election. 

1722. I suppose, as you are a solicitor, they did not 
like to bring you into the money part of the matter ? 
— That may have been their object, but I knoAv 
nothing of it, except from rumour. 

1723. Do you know of any person receiving money 
at the last election — the name of any pcr.soii ? — Not 
the names. I heard the fact. 

1724. Can you give the name of any one except 
Dr. BroAvne Avlio paid money ? — I heard him state 
Mr. John Semple ; he is the only otlier person I 
heard of, and I believe bis payments Avere unautho- 
rized by any one acting for Lord Dunkellin. 

1725. Do you knoAV of any treating on the part of 
Lord Dunkellin at the election ? — No. I think Ave 
kept aloof from it in 1857. 

E3 
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1726. Were there any public-houses open for him ? 

. — I believe not. . 

1727 As I understand your evidence with respect 
to the election of 1857, you did not yourself know 
of either treating or bribery going on ?— I did not. 

1728. Were you engaged in the election oi loo2 

professionally ? — I wa.s. ,, x i tj 

1729. I think you were present when Mr. John 11. 
Biiike mentioned all about the pigeon-hole in 1852; 
do you know the names of the persons at that time 
who received money in that way ? — I declare I do 
not. I have tried to recollect if I could, because I 
anticipated I would be examined on the point. I 
cannot recollect the name of a single person. Many 
persons to whom I gave tickets at that time, indeed, 
nearly all, I did not know. 

1730. You yourself assisted in giving tickets at 



that time ? — I did. 

1731. Mr. John H. Blake gave the money and you 
gave the tickets ?— I distributed the tickets to the 
voters, and they received the money for them. 

1732. Can you tell mo to what class of the con- 
stituency it was that you gave the tickets ? — They 
were freemen, but I cannot now give the names of 



1745. Did you canvass in 1852 as well as in 1857? 
—I did. 

1746. 'Now, from your experience and knowledge 
of the constituency, i.“ there any corruption among 
the ratepaying classes ? — Not that I am aware of. 
I believe there had been during the time of the forty- 
shilling freeholders, long ago. As they stand at 
present, I believe there is no general coiTuption. I 
never heard of any instance of it, except in the 
Carrabrowne case, and I agree with Dr. Browne ns 
to the reason of that. There being no landlord, 
a"ent, or person having control or influence over 
these parties, and being left to themselves, they think 
they may make the best bargain for themselves. 

1747. Is the habit of receiving money, for votes 
general among freemen, or confined to a portion of 

them ? Oh, it is confined to a portion. I would not 

say 'that it is universal among the freemen, by any 
means. There are some of tlie freemen, I believe, as 
pure voters as could be found of any class, in any 
constituency. 

1748. To what extent do you say that it exists 
among them? — Well, from three to four fifths. I 
think three-fifths would be the minimum, perliaps 



any voters. . 

1 733. Can you give us the number who received 

money ? I can give you the names of those who 

had money for the purpose of distributing it amongst 
the voters. Mr. Samuel Cross, Mr. James Young ; 
Samuel Cross is not in the country now, neither is 
Youii"' ; they are gone to America. And there was 
also Nicholas McDermott, but I do not know if lie is, 
here; and Patrick McDermott, who is- not in the' 
country now ; and there were some one or two others of 
that class ol' persons whom I cannot call to mind. 
And they had sums placed in their hands for the 
purpose ol‘ disbursing in any way they thought most 
conducive to Lord Duukellin’s interest, eitlier in 
treating or for the purchase of votes. 

1734. Could you tell the amount of money placed 
ill the hands of these persons ? — It ranged from 20?. 
to 50?. each. 

1735. Besides Mr. John H. Blake, at that time, who 
else was engaged with you ? — Mr. Blake has men- 
tioned Hayes. I did not know his name until Mr.- 
Blake mentioned it yesterday, but I know the man’s 
appearance. 

1 736. Did yon see a man named Hyland, mentioned 
by Dr. Broivne, at the last election ? and do you know 
where ho is?— I never heard of him until this. 

1737. Does Hayes live in the town ?— No ; the 
object was to have a stranger. 

1738. Can you tell us any other persons, in 1852, 
engaged in these matters, -\vho can give the Commis- 
sion mformatioii, besides those you have mentioned ? 
—I think Mr. Richard Carter could give information. , 

1739. Ill 1852 did you know that there was a great 
deal of money spent ? — I did. 

1740. Can you tell how that 2,000?., spent by Lord 
Duiikellin in 1852, went ?— Well, it went principally 
in treating, paying public-liouse bills, and for the 



the other would be too much. 

1749. Did you hear the evidence given as to the 
.miiiibcr of freemen who would be entitled to register 
under the 8?. rating, supposing that the parties were 
not already registered as freemen. Do you agree 
with tl'ie opinions already given on that subject?— 
My opinion is, tliat on the list, as it at present stands, 
there would be from 50 to 70 freemen entitled to their 
vote in respect of rated occupancy ; but if they were 
obliged to seek their franchise in any otlier way than 
the present mode, I am sure that many more of them 
would tind themselves rated at 8?. 

1750. But that number would be returned under 
the present system by the poor-law clerk ? — Yes ; 1 

, dare say about 70. 

1751. But you think a gi-eat many more could 
prove a qualification by taking the trouble to do this ? 
— I do. 

1752. Do you know of the existence among the 
freemen of particular bodies, such as butchers ? — 
There are. 

1753. Do they combine' together and act togetlier 
generally?— Very generally they do. I do not mean 
to be understood as saying that they do so corruptly ; 
but I understand that there is a kind of company or 
guild among themselves. 

1754. But at the elections does not that operate to 
create a kind of union amongst themselves, and a 
habit of voting in a body ?— It does, generally, when 
there is any popular cry. At the election in 1852 
there was a popular cry ; the Stockport riots got up 
the cry. 

1755. Was that against Lord Dunkellin ? — It was, 
and they banded together; but if there is nothing 
particular to excite tliis combination together, I do 
not think I find the effect of their guild so much. 



purchase of votes. 

1741. You cannot tell more minutely the items 
under each liead ?— No, I cannot ; the accounts were 
never before me. 

1742. But in 1852, according to your account, 
there was a great deal of treating? — Oh, indeed there 
was a great deal of treating. 

1743. Were many public-houses kept open ? — I 
do not know that they were kept open. An order 
was given to the houses to give so much in stock ; 
ten, fifteen, or twenty pounds. In that way they were 
kept open. 

1 744. Arc houses for treating kept open long before 
tlie day of nomination or polling, or are they merely 
kept open while the election is going on ? — That 
dc)iends very much on circumstances. If the candi- 
<late is not popular, and wants to court popularity for 
liimself, he sometimes adopts these means before the 
election. But if be is popular, it is not necessaiy to 
do so. It would be a lavish expenditure. 



1756. At the last election Lord Dunkellin was at 
the head of the poll, while in 1852, 1 observe, he is 
not only at tlic foot of the poll, but that there is a 
very large majority against him. 'Uo what do you 
attribute that fact ?— I attribute it to the Stockport 
riots, and tlie religious outcry tiiat was got up at that 
time. 

1757. When he expended 2,000?., he ought to have 
been nearer tlie others. Do you attribute his position 
on the poll to the religious outcry?— I do, and 1 
believe he paid a good deal of money that lie did not 
get value for at that time ; we all considered so at the 
time. There was a great deal of money paid. 

1758. Do you tliink lie paid money that he ne^•el• 
got votes for ? — That is what I mean. 

1759. After receiving the money the religious outcry 

operated so strongly, that tliey gave the votes against 
him?— That was the impression of all those who acted 
for him at the time- 
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1760. (Mr. Commissioner Leahy.') You sa'ui that 
von miglil, i>crhaps, have spoken to 50 of those free-. 

V — I , should think so. 

1761. Did a great many of those persons, to whom 
you applied, represent that there were a good many 
other.s who would vote with them ? — I do not know 
whether tliey so represented. 

1762. But that others would go with tliem was 
your belief ?— Yes. 

1763. But when you spoke to the freemen, did yoti 
speak to a- man who represented, not only his own 
vote and interest, hut the vote of others likely to go 
with them? — That was the class we canvas.sed when 
we were canvassing. 

1764. Now do you recollect that you sealed Cards 
for the payment of money during the election of 
1852 ? — Yes, I sealed them — a great number of them. 

1765. Were you acting at any part of that time in 
connection with Fian Keary ? Do you know any- 
tliing about him ? — Yes ; he was on the same side. 

1766. Used you to attend the committee rooms ? — 
I did, i’requently. 

1767. Do you recollect any plan or device in the 
committee room, as to putting either cards or money 
by you, or by any person in your- presence, into a 
hat ? and then a nran coming up and taking it out of 
the hat without being seen ? — I do not recollect any- 
thing about a hat. 

1768. Do you know of any other plan of paying 
beside Mr. Blake’s pigeon-hole ? — Yes, a hole in the 
door. 

1769. That was the hole in the, door spoken of by 
Mr. Blake? — There was another one that I was 
talking of — my own hole ; he spoke of his. 

1770. Used you to have a pet liole of your o-wn ? 
— Yes. 

1771. Will you explain to us about the contrivance 
of that hole of yours? — If you wish I will let you 
have the whole system. The system was — the cards 
were sealed by Mr. J. II. Blake and myself ; certain 
numbers in the morning first were distributed ; they 
were taken out to the house in Nun’s- Island that he 
spoke of, and the money was paid there by Hayes, 
whom lie alluded to also. And in the latter part of 
the day, for some reason that I am not aware of, the 
system was changed, and the locality of payment also, 
and there was a slit put in the door where Lord Dun- 
kellin liad his committee room in an upper room of 
the house, and Mr. Blake and myself disbursed the 
money there up to the time that ive stopped paying. 

1772. Well, how did they get money there from 
Mr. Blake ?— By putting in the sealed card, and 
receiving the cash tlirough the hole hack for it. 

1773. But were not those same cards for wliich 
they received the money, also signed by Mr. Blake' ? 
— No, they were signed 'by nobody. 

1774. But sealed, and with his initials ?— No j his 
ring was impressed on each card. 

1775. That is the seal ?• — .Yes. 

1776. We were talking about houses being kept 
open ; as I understand the way this was done, these 
men got orders to go to certain houses where they got 
goods, was not that it ? — No, that was not exactly 
the system ; but there were persons authorized, some 
four or five or half a dozen persons authorized to 
give orders within their discretion ; they chose what- 
ever houses they thought fit, and they gave orders 
there to the extent of wliatever money they had with 
them, whatever money they had entrusted to them, 
or whatever credit they thought they were authorized 
to run to. 

1777. But there was no such thing as keeping 
houses open for the entertainment and treating of 
every person supporting Lord Dunkellin tliat wished 
to go in ? — No such thing. 

1778. In 1852, did the politics of the members at 
all come into consideration with the voters ?— Well, 
it was the religious denomination of the candidates 
that came most into consideration in 1852. 



1779. But there was no such thing in 1857, the 
last election? — No, there was not. 

1780. And independent of tliat circumstance about 
the. Stockport, riots, in general, at the elections of 
Galway is there any question of either religion or 
politics ? — I think the liberal candidate has tlie belter 
chance. 

1781. But you are ail liberals here ? there is no 
question about religion or polities ? no Tory comes 
forward ? — He lias a very bad chance ; T mean since 
the Eefonn Bill. 

1782. It is not a question of religion or politics, 
then, at elections here ? — More of family influence 
and parties. 

1783. Do the clergy at either side, Protestant or 
Catholic, take any part, or influence the votes at an 
election ? — The Catholic clergy do not ; indeed I 
cannot say that the other clergy do more than vote. 

1784. Was there a conservative parly at that 
election of 1852 ? was there any portion of tho 
electors that went together as a conservative party. 
With reference to Lord Dunkellin’s interest, did they 
.support or were they against him ? — They went 
against him, and turned the scale of the election. 
The conservative party went together in 1852, and 
the moment they polled Lord Dunkellin retired ; 
they went against him in a body. 

1785. Had they made any previous promise to him 
of support ? — They had. 

1786. And why was it they changed their minds, 
and l oted against him ? — They were dissatisfied with 
the' conduct of his father Lord Clanricarde with 
regard to the county election, 'riiere were three 
candidates for the county,' Sir Thomas Burke- he 
had been the previous sitting member— the Honour- 
able Kobert Daly, the conservative candidate ; and 
Captain Bellew. 

1787. And they were dissatisfied with Lord Dun- 
kellin’s father for the part he took in the county 
election ? — Yes, and when they decided on going 
against him Lord Dunkellin retired. He had not 
been very strong up to that, hut when he saw that he 
retired ; and there Avas another cause of feeling 
against him, from the excitement got up about the 
religious proceedings in England. They said his 
father voted for the Ecclesiastical Titles Bill. 

1788. (Mr. Commissioner White.) Would you say 
that the freemen of Gabvay hold the representation 
of the town in their hands, from being able to throw 
their support to either party — I mean the venal part. 
Suppose you were right in saying that they amount 
to three or four fifths, would you not say that, gene- 
rally speaking, they hold the representation of the 
town in their power ? — I think they could turn the 
scale. Parties are pretty evenly balanced among tlie 
ratepayers. 

1789. And ivould you suppose that a candidate 
detei-miued to represent Galway on the purity of 
ele'etion principle would have a tvorae chance than 
another ? — He would have no chance at the poll, 
unless he were seated on petition afterwards. 

1790. (Mr. Commissioner Leahy.) Thenumberson 
the registry shoiv, I believe, that unless ail the rated 
occupiers and tenants of tho neighbourhood went 
together, the freemen would heat them, if they ivere 
to go together against them ? — They would not equal 
the freemen, for the freemen would he in a majority 
of 30. There arc 540 freemen, and I think the 
others ai-e only 516. 

1791. So that if the freemen wished to be corrupt, 
all the others should be honest in order to .succeed, 
and should he unanimous ? — Yes. 

1792. (Chief Commissioner.) Is there not also aii 
a<lvanfage in the necessity of residence in the case oi 
freemen ? none of tlieir votes being allowed unless in 
case of residence makes them more valuable at an 
election than others ? — Tlicy poll in a hu-ger number, 
in proportion to their numbers, tlian the other classes. 

1793. A freeman is very seldom absent, while the 
others are more likely to be away ? — That is so. 
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Mr. Thomas Higgins, 

1794. {^Chief Commissioner.') Ai’C you a solicitor? 

1795. I tliink you do not reside in Galway, but at 
Tuam. Have you an office at Galway ? — No. 

1796. You have been engaged, though, at Galway 
elections at different times ? — Yes ; I have been 
en'^a^^ed in the town on two occasions, but in the 
county several times. 

1797. Were you engaged at the last election in 

1857 V j7o, I was not engaged for either of the 

gentlemen who stood. I was engaged for Mr. Pat 
Blake as his conducting agent, had ho stood. 

1798. Were you here with Mr. Blake at the time 
that he was canvassing tlie town i — I rvas. 

1799. Did you accompany him on that canvass ? — 
Personally. 

1800. Did you canvass the freemen ? — No. 

1801. Were you at an meeting at a hotel here, kept 
1 think by a man named Nolan ?— 1 was at that 
meeting. 

1802. Was that a meeting of the freemen ? — Well, 

I am not so well ac([uainted with tlieni as to say 
whether it was of freemen exclusively. 

1803. Was it at the hotel where Mr. Blake had his 
room ? — It was. 

1804. A number of persons came to this room ; 
was tliat on one occasion, or several ? — On one 
occasion. 

1805. Had you appointed with these persons to 
come on that day, or did they come of themselves ? 
— I did not appoint with them. 

1806. Well, do you know if Mr. Blake did so ? — 

I have no knowledge of it. 

1807. What did you see when they did come ? — I 
heal’d several speeches made ; there seemed to be 
great anxiety on the part of those present that Mr. 
Blake should stand. 

1808. Was there a great crowd ? — A. great crowd. 

1809. Did Mr. IBakc address them ? — He did. 

1810. Did other persons beside Mr. Blake address 
them ? — -Yes, several others. 

1811. Was it in the evening or during the day the 
thing occurred ? — Tlie day, J tiiink. 

1812. Was tiiere anything said in your hearing 
during the whole of tiie attendance of those persons 
with respect to money for tlieir votes ? — No, not a 
word. 

1813. Did you see a list of names handed in of the 
freemen, with the amount opposite his name that each 
was to receive ? — Certainly not. 

1814. Are you aware that positive evidence has 
been given hefore us on that point ? — On that day ? 

1815. At any time ? — At any time I never saw it. 

1816. Were you present when any number of 
pei'Hons were addressed by Mr. Blake, and afterwards 
those persons handed in a list witli the names of 
voters and a price opposite each ? — I saw no such"' 
thing. 

1817. Do you know anything of that proposition 
which has been sworn to ? — Certainly not, I know 
nothing about it ; anything I knew witli respect to 
the freemen being paid was from rumour outside ; I 
knew nothing myself. 

1818. Were you present when Mr. Blake used the 
words, “ The Bank of Ireland would not stand 
“ Galway ” ? — “ Would not stand Galway ? ” 

1819. That i.s, would not sbmd the expense of an 
election in Galway ? — I have no recollection of any 
such expression. 

1820. Do you know that those words have been 
proved in evidence liere ? — ^No, I did not hear ; I 
never heard that stated by Mr. Blake or any other 
person. 

1821. Did you hear from rnniourthat money should 
be spent ? — By viuuonr 1 did ; and I told Mr. Blake, 
after consultation with his friends, and after he had 
made his canvass, that I thought it advisable that he 
should not stand, and I believe it was principally 
by my advice that he retired. Because we thought. 



sworn and examined. 

from the reports that were going abroad that these 
men should be paid, that he would involve himself in 
a petition, supposing him to be returned. 

1822. Was not the expense of a contest one reason 
for Mr. Blake retiring ? — ^Most certainly ; I, as ins 
conducting agent, advised him to Avitlidraw from the 
transaction. Mr. Michael Morris was also one of 
those present at that meeting. 

1823. Did you know anything wliatever of the 
election after Mr. Blake retired ? — ^Nothing more 
than what I heard ; I did not even come over to 
vote, though I have a vote. 

1824. Were you engaged in the election of 1852 ? 

I -was ; I was appointed conducting agent in 1852 

by the friends of Mr. Martin Joseph Blake. 

1825. Do you mean by that that Mr. M. J. Blake 
did not appoint you ? — Certainly not. I received a 
letter some short time before the election from Mr. 
Joyce, of Merview, stating that I had been requested 
to act as conducting agent for Mr. Martin Joseph 
Blake, and to proceed to Galway ; and I did so. 

1826. When you came to Galway, did you not see 
Martin Joseph Blake, and did he not know that you 
were acting for him ? — He did. 

1827. I believe Mr. Murphy was acting in con- 
junction with you ? — I was the person appointed, hut 
subsequently Mr. Murphy, who, I believe, was an- 
noyed at not getting the appointment, was also 
appointed. 

1828. Mr. Murphy was very active at that elec- 
tion ? — ^Very active. 

1829. Now, had you anything to say to the expen- 
diture of money at that election ? — Nothing j not a 
ivord. 

1830. Was that left to Mr. Murphy ? — Fi-oni what 
I heai-d said I thought it was, hut up to yesterday I 
did not know. 

1831. Did you hear Mr. Murphy speak of the 
raising of two sums of money upon hills, some time 
after the election ? — I did. 

1832. Were you a party to that ? — I had notliing at 
all to do with it. 

1833. Were you in Galway when it occurred ? — I 
never heard of it till afterwards. 

1834. Do you know anything of the application of 
the money for those two bills ? — No, I do not. 

1835. During the election of 1852 did you know of 
any money being expended ? — Not a farthing I saw 
expended. 

1836. Did any money come to your own hands ? — 
Except my o^vn fee. 

1837. Did you observe in 1852 whether there was 
much treating by Martin Joseph Blake ? — Well, I 
could not say anything on that subject ; for tiiis 
reason, that my duties kept me altogether within the 
committee room j I merely came from the hotel to 
the committee room each day, and remained there till 
evening. 

1838. Was any hint given that you had better 
leave that department to Mr. Murphy ? — Certainly 
not. 

1839. You seem to have known nothing outside 
the committee room ? — 1 know nothing in tlie world 
outside my duty. 

1840. Did you see Mr. Murphy, when examined, 
produce a large bundle of papers relating to the 
money that he had paid to traders and persons in 
connection with the election, for treating and so on . 
—I did. 

1841. And do you mean to tell us that you, the 
conducting agent, knew nothing of it ?— Notiiing in 
the world. 

1842. You wore never told such a thing was going 
on ? — ^Never a word until I heard it yesterday. Ot 
course I have no doubt it ivas cai-ried on. 

1843. You knew nothing about it ? — I have no 
doubt it -was carried on. 

1844. No doubt ? but in fact you left it to Mr. 
Murphy and the other persons under you to see ho'iV 
it was carried on ?— 1 knew nothing of the facd. 
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1845. But you liaye no doubt it Avas going on ? — 
No doubt. 

1846. Can you tell anything about the expenditure 
of that election ? — Nothing in the Avorld. 

1847. Wiiat did you do during that election ? — 
My duty was to take care that the legal machinery 
was carried on properly ; to see that the books were 
all ready for the agents, and that they n-ere jjosted at 
their different stations. I think that is tlie duty of 
an election agent, and T adhered closely to it. 

1848. And do you mean to say that you confined 
your labours to the committee room in the way you 
mention during the election ? — 1 did, strictly. 

1849. I think that affords a most satisfactory ex- 
planation of your having seen and heard nothing ? 
— I know nothing in the world about the proceedings 
at tlie election, but I may saj'- this, that with respect 
lo buying the freemen or treating them, I would not 
iiave been a paa-ty to such a thing under any eirciim- 
st;mces wliatever. I would have resigned. 

1850. {Mr. Commissioner Leahy.') At the consul- 
tation that you had with Mr. Patrick Blalce and his 
friends before ire retired in 1857, did you hear it 
stated by Mr. Blake, or by an}' person in his pre- 
sence, that any distinct offer. or proposal came to iiim 
from any number of the Iroemen as to selling their 
votes ? — I do not think I heard any distinct proposal 
mentioned, hut it was stated there tliat the services 
of a number of freemen should he purchased. 

1851. That was an absolute certainty ? — ^Precisely 

1852. At that consultation everybody agi-eed that 
if Mr. Blalce went on with his election, lie must buy 
votes from the freemen ? — No doubt of it. 

1853. And of that you -were all so satisfied that 
you and his otlier friends, and you in particular, 
thereon advised liiin to withdraw ? — Exactly so. 

1854. In the election of 1852, you being a stranger 
to tlie town, living at Tiiain, and not knowing the 
freemen liere, or anything about the place, were re- 
tained by the friends of Mr. Blake to conduct the 
election ? — Yes. 

1855. Now as a gentleman of experience in 
elections, and as a professional man, I will ask you 
your opinion. Do you not think it was a wise act on 
the pai’t of Mr. Blake’s friends, if they intended to 
bribe, to get a stranger to come in and conduct the 
election ? — It ivas a wise thing, if that was the reason. 
But I do not think the observation applies. I formed 
an opinion myself as to the reason. 

1856. Whatwasyourown opinion? — Myown opinion 
is that Lord Dniikellin, who was canvassing and look- 
ing for the representation of Gahvay some four or five 
month.s before, liad engaged every professional man 
in the town of Galway except Mr. Murphy ; and 1 
believe when Mr. Blake came forward tliere was no 
solicitor on tlie spot to conduct his election for him, 
and that was the motive and the reason of my being 
sent for. That was the notion that I had in my 
head. 

1857. But you know if they went to a stranger at 
all they might have gone to several other towns 
iiesides Tuam ? — They might ; hut at that time 1. was 
conducting the election in the county for Captain 
Beilew ; lie was the intimate friend of Mr. Joyce, and 
he was the friend of Martin Joseph Blake, and lie, I 
believe, was the person that suggested that I should 
he employed. 

1858. Both elections were to he carried on in the 
same town, I understand ? — Yea, and as I understood 
at the time, Captain Bellow mentioned that I had 



been working for him foi' four or li\-e months in anti- 
cipation of the election, and tiiat as I was well up on 
all the necessary points they could not get a hotter, 
man. 

1859. You live near j\Ir. Martin Joseph Blake ? — 
Within, I think, se^-cn miles of iiim. 

1860. Now, though you are not aware of any of 
those pecuniary transactions about the election, did 
not Mr. Martin Josepli Blake ever tell you about 
them in conversation subsequently ? — I never had a 
conversation with Mr. Blake on’ the subject of the 
election after ; periiaps I did not see iiim for months. 

1861. lie never told you what the election co.st 
him ? — Never ; he never even iiaid me, it was Mr. 
Joyce that paid me. 1 never lind a com er.sation with 
Mr. Blake at all. 

1862. But at that eleefion of 1852, though you 
knew notiling of money matters, every ]ier.son you 
met had no doubt liiat extensive hriherv was go'iiig 
on ? — No doubt, and from wliat I heard yesterday X 
can liave no doubt about it. 

1863. Did yon not believe it at that time, after the 
election ? — I believed it, so far as report went. 

1864. (J/r. Commissioner White.) Do you I'eoolleef: 
who the gentlemen and persons were thal told you, 
at the eoii.sultation with Mr. Patrick Blake, lliiil ihi- 
freemen reipiinai so iimeh money that it was liojioless 
to go on ? — Why, there were only four persons 
present. 

1865. Yon have mentioned one ; who were the 
others ? — Mr. Morris, his brother, and Mr. Morris’s 
father. 

1866. Was there anybody else present, at the lime? 
—No. 

1867. Had Mr. Pat. Blake at that time roeeived 
]iromises of supjiorl: Irmn influential portions of the 
constituency ? — I believe so. 

1868. Had he the support of Mr. Martin Joseph 
Blake ? — He would have had if he had gone to the 
poll. 

1869. Are not his friends a very important section 
of the constituency ? — Yes, I believe lie has got eon- 
siderahie intei'cst in such a matter. 

1870. Does he live in the county of the town 1 - — ■ 
No ; Mr. Martin Joseph Blake lives within seven 
miles of Tuam. 

1871. Has he an estate within the boundaries of 
tlie town ? — He has. 

1872. {Chief Commissioner.) Mr. Michael Morris 
suggests to me to ask ivhother, at the consultation of 
Mr. P. Blake’s friends, there was an}' direct proposi- 
tion, on the part of a distinct body of tradesmen, lo 
obtain money for their votes, and was any list, of 
voters sent in for that purpose, or was what accuiTcd 
merely that there was a geiienil exju'cssion of opinion 
that money would have to he spent to secure his 
return ? — I think there was no distinct proposition. 

1873. Was it a more expression from some person 
there that you could not conduct the election without 
spending money ?— I think so. 

1874. {Mr. Commissioner Leahy.) It was not a 
mere expression of opinion, hut a eerlainlv. 1 iiiuler- 
stood you to .say ? — Yes, we all arrived at that 
opinion. 

1875. Morris also suggests 
to me to ask whether, in eonseqnimcc of Mi'. P. Blake’s 
]>osition as a harrister, }' 0 u ami Mr. Morris were not 
peculiarly opposed to the expenditure of money ? — 
Certainly ; I think it was I who suggested that it 
would not answer a man of his rank iii lii.s profession 
to run any risk. 



Mr. 

T. Hiyyim. 

1 Oct 1857. 



Ml'. Martin Filvncis O’Etaherty sworn and examined. 



1876. {Chief Com7nissioner.) You are a solicitor? 
— 1 am. 

1877. I think you reside in Dublin ? — I do almost 
entirely. 

1878. Have yon an office in the town of Galway 
also ? — Yes. 



1879. You have a local agent here ?— I have a clerk. 

1880. You have a good deal of private in-actiee in 
Galway, connected with the county and tiie town ? — 
Yes. 

1881. Are yon a relation of Mr. Anthony O’Flaher- 
ty ? — None in tlie world. 



Mr. M. F. 
O'Flalurly. 
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1S82. Any relative of Wr. Bernard O’Flaiicrty ? 

— 1 am Ills brother. 

1883. Were you engaged professionally at the last 
election '< — Well, yes, I was. 

1884. May 1 ask, have you a vote ? — No vote in 
Galway. 

1885. Yon had some little hesitation in saying you 
were engaged professionally? — I was hut slightly 
acquainted with Colonel French before the election, 
and acted for him, Init T did not receive a fee. 

1886. 111117011 conducted the contest for him ? — ■ 
Precisely. 

1887. Was that from jirivate friendship or similarity 
of ])olitical opinion ? — The latter entirely. I scarcely 
knew Colonel Fi'cnch a month or two before. 

1888. But you and Colonel French happened to 
agree in your political opinions ? — ^Precisely, I may 
state that 1 acted in the same spirit in 1847. 

1889. As that was youi- motive for supporting him, 

1 may ask if you consider tliat there is any gi-eat 
dilforeiice of political opinion amongst the three gentle- 
men who stood ? — Oh, a voiy marked one. 

1890. Will you have the kindness to explain it, as 
there are per.sons who think differently ? — The most 
prominent and striking feature of difference appeared 
to me to he one <if pure selfislmcss on one side, — ^tvhat I 
mildly term selftsliness. It struck me that Colonel 
French and the party who acted with him were 
goverm.'d by the sole and entire desire to promote the 
interests of Galway ; that is my opinion. 

1891. I understand, the local interests of this town 
irrespective of all jier.soual and selfish inotives ? — 
Tlint was my feeling. 

1892. But as regarded general politics, as to 
holmiging to the liberal class or party, did you con- 
sider tiiat there was any difference between the three 
candidates ? — Well, I did, I considered Mr. O’Flaiiorty 
and his parly were what might he termed strong 
Whigs, very strong Whigs. 

1893. And wltat do you consider Colonel French ? 
— Well, I consider him as belonging to the inde- 
])emlent opposition party. I tliink there is a marked 
difference. 

1894. Did yon canvass for Colonel French ? —I 
did. 

1895. ITow long before the election had Colonel 
French delerminod to stand ? — Well, he was rather 
vacillating. I think he did intend to stand about a 
month before the election, and afterwards I heard 
that he had declared off. 

1896. Were you here the first time when he was 
(hiuking of Rtaiuling, I mean in the town? — No, I 
wiis in Dublin then. 

1897. Did he issue an address ? — lie issued an 
address; 1 fliink suiisoquent to my first learning liis 
intention to stand, he issued an address, and after- 
wards 1 Ihink he changed his mind, and said he would 
not stand, unless lie got a recpiisitioii from a majority 
<if the freeholders of Galway. 

1898. Do you mean by freeholders registered 

\-oters ? Of every class, th<; tnajority of the 

conslitucncy. 

1899. Did ho so inform you? — lie wrote a short 
note to mo. saying simply that ho had heard a little 
iil>out mo, anrl asking if 1 would lend him tny 
sii])])ort, ami 1 replied I should with iiloasurc. 

1900. Where did yon learn that he had no intention 
of proceeding ? — Well, I think 1 heard it from 
Galv'ay. 

1901. Aflcr that? — Next, I heard that he had 
entirely declared off, as I then thought, and Mr. Pat. 
Blake wa.s in the field. 

1902. May 1 ask, did you take any part for IHiii ? 
for Mr. Pat. Blake ? — Oh, none in the world; I candidly 
confess if. 1 have a strong personal regard for 
Mr. Pat. Blake, hut of the two J .should i-athev that 
Anthony O’Flaherty should succeed. 

1903. After Mr. P. Blake had declarciloif, did you " 
then hear that Colonel French had resolved to stimd ? 

• 1 went to Dublin, thinking that the result woidd he 

between P. Blake. O’Flaheriy, and Lord Duidcellin, 



rather inclining to Mr. O’Flahorly; and on .Sunday, 
Colonel French called on me in Dublin, I 16 and 
Mr. Roche the solicitor, and stated, lie had. got a 
telegraph from Galway, and that lie was then going 
down to Galway ; tliat was Sinida}' mni'ning, the day 
before the nomination. 

1904. Did he mention anytliing more ? — Oli yes, 
that the affair was entirely in his favour. 

1905. Did you accompany him then to Galway ? — 

1 did. 

1906. And Colonel French and yon arrived on the 
afterntioii of Sunday at lour o’clock ? — Yes. 

1907. At that time neither you nor he had time to' 
canvass ? — Well, there was a sort of general expres- 
sion of public opinion, which I took as lUi index. I 
knew it. liy letters, and one way or another. 

1908. When you so acted for Colonel French, had 
you to see to the expenditure of money ? — No. 

1909. What gentleman conducted that department ? 

I advised him to give alhnoneys to Mr. J. F\ Blake, 

who re.sides -with Mr. Martin Joseph Blake. I never 
interfered on any occasion with money matters. I 
rigidly abstain from it. 

1910. Do you know of any houses of entertainment 
having been kept open at that election ? — I lieai'd that 
there were. 

1911. I mean by Colonel French ? — I Ihink the 
night before the election there were some poor fellows 
that were to be up all night, who were hungry and 
thirsty, and I suppose they got some few sltillings to 
drink, that is the extent of my knowledge. 

1912. Do you know to what extent ? vdiat number 
of houses were kept open ? — Well, tliere might have 
been very few. 

1913. Do you know the names ?— No. 

1914. Were you cognizant yourself of it ?— Oh no. 

1915. Did you hear upon whom orders were given? 
—Well, I think, Andrew Lynch gave some orders. 

1916. Do you know anytliing of the expenditure of 
money ? — Well, I know the gross expenditure. 

1917. Will you tell me now what it was ? — I think 
Colonel French’s gross expenditure,, paying all liis 
agents — and I employed, I think, six attornies — and 
including professional fees, house rent, tally rooms, 
messengers, and some trifling expenses, such as five 
or ten pounds given to bring in out-voter.s, who were 
on some of the "islands of Arran, I think it all 
amounted to 3007, including printing bills, adver- 
tizing and everything, — 3007 and odd. 

1918. That is all you know of ? — I know of nothing 
at all expended beyond a few pounds. 

1919. Was any part of that expended for buying 
votes? — Well, I do not think —I am quite sure it ivas 
not. 

1920. Look at the election auditor’s account., and 
yon will see there is only 1527 accounted for there ? 
— Yes, I see ; agents’ foes should be 107 10s. instead 
of 67 6 s., as in the account. At the time, it' vms 
suggested that my clerk should put down the legal 
fee ; but the professional gentlemen were very 
zealous, and had been hard worked, and they got 
ten guineas; and the amounts for these gentlemen 
should have been ten guineas. 

192L Do yon account for the difference between 
150/. and 3007?. — My impression is, that Mr. .John 
Blake is the be.st person to answer that question. 

1922. Do you know anything more of the ex- 
penditure of money at the last election ? — ^No ; I do 
not. I must say that I saw a great deal of disin- 
terestedness on the part of the humble classes of voters 
of the constituency. 

1923. What class principally supported Colonel 
French ? — 1 woiild say about 130 or 140 of the fi'Ce- 
holders, that is ratepayer.s ; and tli(! majority I think 
were freemen. 

1924. Did any of the freemen call u|)on you about 
the election '< — Ob, many of them spoke to me, from 
lime to time. 

1925. Did any of them come on the subject of 

money ? — I. -\\;as asked, very often, i<jr small siiuis, 
a shilling or two shillings perhaps. 
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1926. Was there aiiy proposition for head money — 
a certain .sum a liead ? — never heard of that. 

1927. At the' last election, I mean?— At any 
election. 

1928. I .shall come to that presently ; hut at the 
last election acting for Colonel Frencli,. was there no 
demand made by voters for money for their votes ?— 
Beyond those small sums that I say wore asked. 

1929. 'IV'as it put on the ground of time ? — No, 
they would have asked it in any liour of excitement ; 
when di'inking a little and doing nothing. 

• 1930. You were ' not here before that Sunday 
night, do you know why they all went so zealously for 
Colonel French ? — I do, why the respectable portion 
did ; 1 believe purely from principle ; that is my con- 
viction. 

1931. It is said here, that some went because they 
did not get enough on the other side ? — I have no 
doubt that a great many did ; a good many of them 
are thoroughly dislioiiest. 

1982. Some,? — About 120 or 130. 

1933. During the election, had you much inter- 
course with the freemen ? — No. 

1934. Had you been engaged at tiic other elections 
before ? — I was at the election in 1847, the contested 
election, in 1847. 

1935. Were you here in 1852 ? — No. 

1936. Have you at this election had experience of 
the voters ? have you liad much interc.our.se witli 
them ? — In 1847 I had much more them than in 1857. 
In 1<S47, 1 Avas mixed up much more ardently ; it was 
a much more contested electiou, and liisted_ for some 
days. 

1937. But L ask you generally, from your know- 
ledge of the constituency, having had this inteivoiirse 
in 1857, and also in 1847 witii them,,- what proportion 
of the freemen would you say arQ corrupt ?— Well J 
would say that 130 or '140' are venal ; tho rest struck 
me as most self-sacrificing, hoirest fellows. . 

1938. ' That is your opinion ? — That is my opinion. 

1939. Could not the 130, from tlie- state of the 
rcgistiy, turn, the scale ? — Oli, decidedly. 

1940. Did you hear the sunouiits that some of the 
elections here cost ? — 1 heard thoiq, hy rumour. I 
heard that it cost Lord Dunkellin 2,0001. in 1852. 

1941. If there be only 130 corrupt, do you think 
such a great sum .could be spent ? — Well .1 remember 
the eleetioji of 1847, and judging by that election the 
amount could bo spent on a very small number, ivlien 
as much as 30/., 40/., and 50/. were given for one vote 
at that election. I should he sorry to limit the remark 
to the freemen. 

1942. From your experience of the last and former 
elections, you say. that about 130 ai-c venal ? — To the 
best of my knowledge; I do, not pretend^ to an 
accurate knowledge. 

1943. But that is your opinion ? — It is. 

1944. I want now to ask yon of the rest, .of the 
eleetoi-al l>ody, the ratepayers and 10/. household 
I'ranchise, of ^vhich two classes yon are aware there 
are a great number, what do you state with reference 
to the corruption or purity from corruption of tliose 
classes ? — It is my most sincere conviction that the 
gentlemen class are the most cori-upt. 

1945. The gentlemen ! is that your opinion ? — 'J’hat 
is my sincere opinion, • and if you aslc me for my 
reasons, 1 tliink I iim bound to give tliem. 

1946. Do you know of your ovui knowledge that 
such is the case ?— It strikes me as a mere piece of 
sophistry to Talk of pounds, shillings, and pence, be- 
cause a freeman taices a shilling or one pound ten, 
while agentloiiian takes a place ; that is in my opinion 
the same. 

1947. That is what you mean by saying the gen- 
tlemen are more corrupt? — I mean 'that a man who 
deliberately (dianges his opinions, and stipulates before 
he does so that he will give support, and in lieu of it 
get a place, I consider that a bribe, muL I can nanus 
such CASCS. 

1948. Your observation then with respect to the, 
lugher classes is, that a number of thon do seek ])laces, 



and that yon believe — indeed, you say you know — (hat 
they changed their opinions for the sake of them ? — 
Yes. 

1949. Do you think that among that class money 
considei’ations would ojierate — direct money conside- 
rations ? — I do not think that pounds, shillings, and 
pence would, but I think they would estimate the 
value of a place. 

1950. I wish to ask you, going lower in the scale 
of classes, who we, have heard look for places, -would 
you ajjply that observation to the 8/. constituency ? — 
No. I think those , that I know me many of them 
thoroughly honest. 

1951. Is it your ox>inioii that the 8/. rated con- 
stituency of this town is incorrupt taken generally ? 
— It is. 

1952. Are there a few exceptions ? — There may be 
a few exceptions, but they are generally honest. I 
will illustrate Avhat I say. If projtositions -w'ero made 
to each class of the constituency to-morrow, one a 
proposition of a public measure of great utilitj-, and 
tlie other of a lai-gc number of pbices, and if you 
collected 30 of the gentlemen of Galway, and 30 of 
the, 8/. freeholders, my impression is the former would 
accept the places, and the latter would take the public 
nieasure. 

1953. 'Were you concerned at the eleclioii of 1852 
at all, did you come here in 1852 ? — 1 was not here 
at all. 

1954. Do you state it as your conviction that on 
the part of Colonel French, there was only 300/. 
sjient ? — r have not a doubt of il. When I say 3001. 
i mean a few xiounds more ; be slion-ed me his own 
account. 

1955. Was he supported at the Ia.st electioJi by 
Martin J. Blake ? — He was. 

1956. About 300/., to your knowled.se, was the 
whole spent by anybody in his interest ? — Every 
single item expended on his behalf, was paid foj', I 
believe, in a week after. 

1957. Did you ever liear of any iuo)icy l>eing spent 
for him by ilartiu J. Blake ? — I do not lliink llicre 

1958. Are you sure ? — I am .sure. 

1959. Was there luiy public subscription ? — I heard 
it talked of by his opponents, but I lauglicd at it ; my 
opinion, amountjng to a certain coavietion, is that 
there was not a shilling expended above that sum 
which v'as paid by himself. 

1960. Martin Josejih Blake, J tliink, has consider- 
able property Avithin the area of the county of the 
toAvn ? — I think his votes i-ange to very near 90. 

1961. Are they in the city or in the agricultural 
pai’t ?— Within the borough. 

1962. Arc they out of house property ? — Yes, in 
house property exclusively. 

1963. Has he any in the agricultural district? — 
lie has some there. 

1964. Did Martin Jo.seph Blake’s tenanf.«, (he 90 
you mentioned, vole for Colonel French ? — I think no, 
not all ; that is my impression. 

1965. Not all ? — Indeed, I am not very sure upon 
it. 

1966. Do the tenants generally follow their land- 
lords ? — The tenants in the rural dislricls iiiviiriably 
follow their landlords, that is my experience. 

1967. But Avliat 1 may call the town or city popu- 
lation act very much for themselves ?— Very much 
for themselves. 

1968. Did Colonel Frencli get any siijiport from 
Lord Diinkellin’s supporters ? — There Avas an express 
promise . made by 8ir Thomas Burke Hint he AA-oiild 
only ask one A-ote ; that he Avould alloAv the other to 
be given to AvhichcA'er party the voter pleased, and I 
do not think that compact Avas kept. 

1969. I asked, did you get many ? — We got some, 
but not so many as we should have got. 

1970. As you thought you would have got ? — As 
Ave should have got ; if left to themselves they Avoiild 
have voted with us. 

F 2 
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1971. Had you anything to do with the uncontested 
election of 1 847 ?— I n-as here for Anthony O’Flaherty 
at that time, and I was here conducting the election. 

1972. Was tlierc any candidate at that time besides 
Martin J. Blake, and O’Flaherty?—! think Mr. 
Monahan was spoken of as likely to come. 

1973. Did he issue an address ? — No, but I think 
up to the lime of the declaration, rumours were going 
lliat lie was coming, and then that he was at Athlonc. 

1974. Do you know of any money being spent 
bet^vecn 1847 and 1852 ? — I have heard, from parties 
whom I cannot doubt, that money was spent. I heard 
i'rom a man named Dempsey. 

1975. Did tiie c.'indidates know anything about it? 
— I do not think they know anything about it, at 
least, 1 do not think O’Flaherty does. 

1976. VVell, do you think Marlin Joseph Blake 
(Iocs ?— I think 1 heai-d Mr. Greany’s name as being 
familiar with some of these transactions. 

1977. Did you ever hear of any agreement having 
been made by the two candidates to give money to 
voters not to get up a contest ? — I never heard it. 

1978. Never ? you came down here expecting there 
wotild be a contest ?— No, I came at Mr. O’Flahcrty’s 
reciuest. 

1979. But in the idea that there would be one ? — 
Yes. 

1980. When did yon know that tlierc would not 
l)c a contest ? — On the very eve of the election. 

1981. The only candidate that was expected was 
Mr. Monahiui, and nothing passed of a corrupt agree- 
ment that you know of, to prevent his coming 
forward ?— No. 

1982. {Mr. Commissioner Leahi/.) You were 
scarcely at all actiuuinted with Col. Frencli when you 
took up the matter for him ? — T did it in a disinterested 
way, and on public grounds. 

1983. You thought there was a principle involved 
in the last election ? — I did. 

1984. Do you consider that there was a principle in 
this election that did not exist in tliat of 1847 ? — No; 
tlic election in 1847 was still more one of principle, 
tlierc was the government candidate against O’Flalierly 
the popular candidate. 

I9B5. Was there corruption in 1847 ? — Bribery? 

1986. Yes ? — No doubt there was. 

1987. Do you consider tliat to have been a very 
corrupt blection ? — Most flagrantly and flagitiously 

1988. You thought that this would have been a 
pure election ? — Yes. 

1989. Well, on the Sunday before the nomination, 
yon came down with Colonel French ; you thought 
he represeiitecl the principle of Young Ireland ? — I 
think that is defunct. 

1990. liulepeiident opposition ? You considered 
Cord Diiiikellin and iMr. D’Klaherty to lie old Ire- 
hmders, or Whigs ? — No ; good Wliigs ; strong sup- 
porters of the govormiient. 

1991. In llie former election, you saw some cor- 
ruiicion among the freemen, of course? — In 1847, I did. 

1992. Well, with regard to the last election, will 
you explain to me wluil you saw on your arrival ? — 
Tlierc was a disinterested general expression of 
feeling, on the jiart of the freemen, in favour of 
independent cpjiosilion ; but 1 never dismissed from 
iiiv mind, that 130, as I calculated, were always to be 
purchasoil, imd should in fact be bought, or operated 
on liy some very strong excitement. That is my 
recollection. 

1993. And did you come to the conclusion that the 
remainder of the freemen would vote on jirinciple, and 



would refuse bribes? — Guided by the election of 1847 
I should certainly say so. I heai-d, from r'ery good 
authority, that large bribes were oifered to many of 
them, on the part of Mr. Monahan, and by them 
refused. 

1994. They voted for nothing ? — They voted for 
Anthony O’Flalierty. 

1995. And that was the reason you came to tlie 
opinion tliat there was a disinterested support given 
to Colonel French ? — Along with the fact that he 
was supported by a very large section of the highly 
respectable portion of the community; he was sup- 
ported by Mr. Joyce, Mr. Martin Joseph Blake, and, 
descending to the trading class, by Mr. Muixay, a 
merchant, and numberless others that I could name. 

1996. Do you think persons, such as you referred 
to, looked on Colonel French as a more independent 
member than the others ? — Tliat is my idea, and that 
was their idea, I have no doubt. 

1997. Could you give us any idea of Mr. Martin 
Joseph Blake’s politics ? why he supported Colonel 
French ? — ^Mr. Martin J. Blake has always been 
consistently honest, and never has swerved, in my 
recollection, from Avhat he thought right. 

1998. You think he supported Colonel French 
purely from principle ? — That is niy conviction. 

1999. Well, you said you believed there was greater 
corruption among the gentlemen than among the 
freemen ? — I did, in consequence of the biu-gainiiig 
for places. In every contest, gentlemen here have 
acted in the same way. 

2000. You think that was in reference to situations ? 
— I do. 

2001. Do not you think, if situations were given or 
promised to some very respectable 8/. ratepayers who 
liad got sons fit for small situations in the Excise or 
Customs, is it not fair, in reference to the gentlemen 
whom you accuse in that way, to suppose that the 81. 
ratepayers would be just as ready to vote for situation.s 
as the others ? — No, as I said, if there is another 
object to be attained. I believe if tliere is a public 
object to be attained, the 81. and lOl. i'reeholders 
■would be far more ready to make a sacrifice. 

2002. And not to look to .«ituations ? — Positively 
that is my conviction ; I think the gentleman class 
here the most corrupt I ever met. 

2003. You never knew an 81. ratepayer refuse a 
])i'ospect of a situation ? — I have no doubt if you could 
put him into it in decency, he would he willing to 
take it. 

2004. {Mr. Commissioner T-Vhite.) Had you can- 
vassed the county of tlie town of Galway at all during 
the present yearwith reference to the late election ? — 
I did, I think. 

2005. You canvassed for Colonel French — had you 
canvassed tlie freemen ? — Well, I may have asked the 
freemen, but I do not protend to have much influence 
here ; but any I spoke to I strongly pressed to vote for 
Colonel Fi'cnch. 

2006. Did I undorstaiul you to say many of 
Martin J. Blake’s voters are fi'eemeii ? — Some of 
them are. 1 cannot give the proportion, though. 

2007. Did you hear when you came to Galway that 
a deputation had gone to Sir Thomas Kcdiiigton soli- 
citing him to stand ? — Yes ; hut it was in perfect 
despair of getting any otlicr person. 

2008. I also wish to ask did the Catholic clergy 
extend their influence to Colonel French? — The bishop 
did ; he was then hero only a short lime, hut lie 
freely gave it. Tlie priests, some of them, did not ; 
they iu-e rather fond of the flesh pots ; that is, I think 
some of them are, and they kept out of the contest. 



Mr.J. F. Blahc. 



Mr. John Fkancis Bl, 

2009. {Chief Commissioner.) Where do you live? 
— Al Kyrc-squarc. 

2010. Are you the proprietor of the “ Galway Vin- 
dicator”? — I am the very man. 



;e sworn and examined. 

2011. The 501. given to you by Sir Thomas Burke 
was solely in connexion with tlie newspaper ? — It 
was. 
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2012. That or any other sum was not expended by I never heard or knew of bribing-inoncy : it was Mr.J.F.Bluhe. 

you in connexion witli the last election ? — Is ever in neither disbursed or received by or passed through 

my life ; '*^1 remained in my own pocket. me, norwas I cognizant of such in any one way whal- ^ 

2013. Do yon know anything, Mr. Blake, of money ever. 

being paid to voters in 1852 or 1857 ? — On my oath 



James Sullivak ; 

2014. {Chief Commissioner.) Have you a vote for 
the county of the towjt of G-alway ? — ^Yes. Since 
1842, as a freeman. 

2015. What trade do you follow ? — A victualler by 
trade. 

2016. How many altogether are in that trade ? — 
About 46 or 48 of us that liave votes. 

2017. Are there others tliat have no vote of that 
trade ? — A ])ortion of them. 

2018. Were they admitted by Mr. Lynch ? — No, 
they were not. 

2019. But about 46 or 48 were admitted by Mr. 
Lynch to be legally qualified to vote ? — ^Yes. 

2020. Do you know if every man admitted by 
Mr. Lynch has been registered ? — I could not say. I 
would think he was. 

2021. Is tliere any president over that trade ? — No. 

2022. Have you any house of call generally in 
connection with the trade ? — None. 

2023. Do you not hold meetings at all ? — We do 
not hold meetings at all. 

2024. Have you any rules or regulations about 
your own trade ? — None. 

2025. Every man who is a butcher carries on 
business as he likes, in his own way ? — Every man 
ibllows on as he likes. 

2026. Do you meet generally at the time of an 
election, either by yourselves or with other freemen, 
or how ?— Upon my word, we do not meet hardly at 
all, only one day or so before the election. 

2027. Do the butcher.s meet hy tliemselves, or do 
they meet wiih other freemen ? — .No, they do not ; 
they meet by themselves. 

2028. Waldron, I think is one of them ? — He is. 

2029. You were here Avhen Waldron was examined ? 
— I was. 

2030. And when lie mentioned his 23 relatives ? 
Are they all butchers ? — They are all Imtehers, hut not 
relations of hi.s. 

2031. Well, tliey go ivith him ? — I cannot say that. 

2032. Now, at the last election, how did you vote ? 
— I voted for Colonel Erencli, a full plumper. 

2033. Do you know how did the rest of the 46 vote 
generally ? — I believe most of them voted for Colonel 
Ihencli, excej)t two or tlirec tliat voted for O’Flaherty. 

2034. Do you know the names of tlie two or three 
that ^-oted for O’Flaherty ? — I think Tom McNamara 
wa.s one, and Michael McNamara another, and I dis- 
remember the other. 

2035. Now these men in' voting for O’Flaherty went 
separate from the rest ? - They did. 

2036. Did they divide with Colonel French ? — Four- 
teen divided and gave splits to Lord Dunkellin. 

2037. And lo Colonel French ? — Yes. 

2038. But the three yon incnfioncd as having voted 
for O’Flaherty, did they give any second vote ? — I 
cannot tell. 

2039. But except the tliree who voted for O’Fla- 
herty, and the 14 who gave split votes to Lord 
Dunkellin, you think all the rest voted for Colonel 
French ?— Yes. 

2040. Now, was there any anger among the body 
of voters with tlio three who i-oted for O’Flalierty ? — 
No, indeed, I did not see any. 

2041. ^ Nothing was said or done to them afterv'ards 
lor taking that course ? — Not to my knowing or 
knowledge. 



ivorn and examined. James Sullivan. 

2042. Were you at the hotel where hir. I’.atrick 
Blake’s agents were ? — I was not. 

2043. Were you tliere the niglit the list of names 
was handed in ? You heard the evidence ahont that 'i 
— I was not, and a good many more of the trade. 

2044. When Mr. Blake retired, was there any meet- 
ing ol butchers to consult about whom they would 
vote for ? — I did not know of it. 

2045. AFas there any meeting with Waldron or 
Ward to consult about what the trade should look for 
or expect ? — I heard of it in this court. 

2046. Did Waldron or anybody else tel! you about 
that 47 a head-? — No ; Waldron did not, but 1 hcanl 
it rumoured that the hutchers had put in a list of 17 
or 23. 

2047. Did you see that list yonr.-elf ? — No. 

2048. yeventeen or 23 you heard ? — Twenty-one, I 
believe. 

2049. Are those 21 or 23 who were to go with 
Waldron, those lie called his relations ? — Yes, ho 
mentioned that they were. 

2050. Do you know of any body of voters except 
those 23 upon the list that would go with Waldron 'i 
— Some of those lie had on the list itself ivoulcl not 
go with him. I believe he had names down that 
would not go with him at all. 

2051. Did you hear anything about the 47 a liead 
before the telegraph to Colonel French ? — After. 

2052. After ? — Yes, I heard it rumoured after that 
that he had put in the list. ' 

2053. When Mr. Blake came here, did you hear 
anything about 37 or 47 a head ? — No, all I heard 
was that a list had been put into Mr. Blake’s clerk’s 
liand. 

2054. At so much a head ? — I do not know that. 

2055. Had not that list opposite the name of each 
butcher upon it, a sum of money ? — As to the whole 
of them ? 

2056. Those that were handed in ? — Only 17 or 21 
names Avere upon it. 

2057. Well, opposite the names of those 17 or 21 
Avere there, not sums of money ? — I knoAV nothing 
about the list at all, not a ha’porth. 

2058. Had jmu any meeting.s among yourselves 
al.iout taking money if it A\-as going, on Colonel 
French’s side ? — I Avould not accept of money. The 
time of the election before tliere Avas money going, 
and I A'oted for Lord Dunkellin. They did not look 
to that, hut they Avere satisfied to give a split to 
Colonel h^rench, as they thought ho Avould he a very 
good man for the toAvn of Galway. 

2059. Do you knoiv of any money being jjaid at 
the election ? — Not a shilling. 

2060. Hiui you any dealings with anybody aliout 
money yourself ? — No, I had not. 

2061. Did you vote at the 1852 election ? — I did 
not. 

2062. Had you not a A^ote at the time ? — No, I let 
my registry run out. 

2063. Did you get any money in 1852 ? — As an 
agent I got money. 

2064. ^ Did you get any money at the last election ? 

. — ^Not a halfpenny, neither in 1847. I voted for 
Anthony O’Flaherty in 1847 against Monahan and 
did not get as much as a halfpejiiiy j I nei-cr did. 
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Mr. Patkick Giieany 

2065. {Chief Conlmissioner.) Gveany, have you a 
vote ? — I have. 

2066. How do you vote ? — As a ratepayer, and I 
am a freeman also. 

2067. Of whafc trade? — The leather-cutting 
business. 

2068. Is there any other leather-cutter a freeman 
of the town ? — There was. 

2069. Was tliere any other except that ono and 
your.self ? — Not that I know of. 

2070. How long liave you been admitted as a free- 
man ?■ — I think since 1842. 

2071. Did yon vote formerly always as a freeman ? 
— Yes, I voted in 1847 as a freeman, but I was re- 
gistered as a 10/. householder ; now the assistant- 
biirrister docs not allow the name to be on twice. 

. 2072. At the last election how did you vote ? — For 
Col. French. 

2073. Were you active for him ? — I Avas very 
active. 

2074. Had you any mo3iey to lay out for him ? — I 
had not. 

2075. Do you knoAv of any money being laid out on 
his account beyond Avhat Mr. Martin 6’Flaherty has 
told ? — I expended 14/. 4s. 9c7. in shillings and half- 
crowns, giving money occasionally Avhen it was 
wanted, for something to drink. Mr. McGoveren gave 
me the money, and 1 expended it. 

2076. Was there any regular house of call for the 
voters ? — r probably took a man into a house and 
CJilied for something; I had accounts in about 14 
houses. 

2077. Were the accounts small or large ? — The 
largest Avas H. 19^., I think. 

2078. Did yon get up all the accounts ? — I got no 
account at all. I just Avent into the shop and paid the 
amount that Avas due. 

2079. And the largest that you ])aid Avas 1/. 19s. ? 
— I/. 19s. 2d., I think. 

2080. How many houses did you say ? — 13 or 14. 

2081. Did you jniy them all at once ? — 1 paid some 
in a day or two after. Some Avere ])oor parties Avho 
could not alibrd to stay out of their money, and I paid 
them at once ; and Avhen Mr. McGoveren gaA’c me 
the 14/. 14s. Ipaid the other parties. 

2082. Is there anyotherbody of freemen in connexion 
Avith your trade — are the shoemaker.^ ? — There are a 
good itiany shoeinakors or brogue makers. 

2083. Have they been in the habit of meeting as a 
guild or trade ? — I thinlc Jiot as a guild., 'L'lie trade 
of brogue makers I understand are getting up a guild, 
hut at tlie last election they had not. 

2084. I am not talking of elections, but generally. 
Have they any regular union for purposes of 
trade? — I donut think they have. They never go 
together at all. 

20H.5. Do tlio shoemalvei-s deal ]>riiicipally Avilli 
you or not? — I am the only shop for supplying 
them; tliero are others in the triule, but they arc not 
registered as freemen ; the others in the trade arc; 
rated occujjiers. 

2086. riaA'C you much dealings among that body 
of the freemen ? — Indeed I have ; I knoAv them all, 
almost. 

2087. You have influence amongst them all ? — They 
say I haA’C. 

2088. Do they generally act as you like ? — Well, 
a good many of them Avould do so. 

2089. Do you find, in order to muinlain that 
iiiHueiice, that it is necesssuy to have money to give 
among them ? — Sometinres. 

2090. At the last election you say there was no 
money at all for them ? — No. 

2091. Did flic shoemakers generally vote, for 
Colonel French ? — Last time I think (he imijnrity of 
them did. 

2092. Did they folloAv yon m doing that ?— They ' 
folloAved Colonel French. 



sAvorn and examined. 

2093. Did they not join Avith you ? — I di(i all I 
could. 

2094. In 1852, hoAv did the shoemakers generally 
vote?-! think the majority of them voted for 
Mr. Blake and Anthony Flaherty. 

2095. Both ?— Yes. 

2096. Was tliere money at that time spent upon 
them ? — I had no money at that time. 

2097. But you kneiv money Avas given among 
them aftevAvai-ds? — AfterAvards, exactly ; that avus tho 
time the hills Avere cashed that Mr. Murphy mentioned, 
after the electioji. 

2098. When you Avere canvassing in 1852, did you 
canvass tliem ? — Some. 

2099. Were you active for either of the candidates? 
— For Martin Joseph Blake. 

2100. Were you particularly active for him? 

I Avas. 

2101. For anybody else ? — No. 

2102. In 1852 did you canvass them for Miu-dn 
Joseph Blake ? — A gi'eat many, I think. 

2103. Did you say anything to them about money 
being given after ? — Well I might have said it to 
some. I think I did. 

2104. Was it an understood thing that tliey Avould 
get something round ? — No, it Avas not. 

•2105. Was that entirely at your OAvn di.scrction ?— 
It Avas ; nobody ever spoke to me about it. 

2106. Did they depend upon you ? — Some of lliem 
did, some of them Avould not take it. 

2107. IIoAv many of that trade Avould not fake it ? 
— Of tho shoemakers. 

2108. I am speaking generally ? — I think all tliese 
Avould have taken it. 

2109. But some depended on and looked to you for 
the money ? — No doubt of it. 

2110. Do you know the entire, number that voted ? 
— I should think not half a dozen, only six, 1 
think. 

2111. iloAv many do you think ai-e there of tlie 
shoemakers and brogue-makers altogether ? — Brogue- 
makers and shoemakers altogether, I should say tiievc 
are from 40 to 50. 

2112. You canvassed all you could ? — All I 
could. 

2113. It lias been stated that .3/. a head Avaspaid 
to the butchers ? — Quite true ; I paid it. 

2114. You paid it? — I did. 

2115. Did you buy tho Avliole 46 ? — Oh, there Avere 
only 30 butchers altogether at that time ; that is, in 
1852. 

2116. Did you buy the 30? — I got 90/. from 
Mr. Murphy. 

2117. Well, that is very like it? — I divided it 
among I could not say how many. Mr. Murphy sent 
his clerk Avitli me to get receipts ; some got 3/., 4/., and 
51. for llutir day’s Avork. 

2118. But generally, every man of them got some- 
thing ? — They did. 

2119. WasMhat pivid some time after tlie election? 
— It Avas paid some time in the middle of jfkugust, and 
the election Avas some time in July. 

2120. When the election Avas going on, had you 
told the voters generally, that there would be some- 
thing going ? — I might 

2l'21. They Avere also employed for the county at 
the same amount of payment ? — Tliey Averc. 

2122. You had told them they Avould not be for- 
gotten, that they Avould get something ? — I think so. 

2123. Besides the butchers and shoemiJcers Avere 
tliere any freemen to your knoAvledge got money 
afterwards ? — Not to my knowledge ; I had nothing 
to say to Mr. Murphy’s office. I gave some parties a 
few sliillings, and 1 think I acconiited with Mr. Mur- 
phy and lie paid me. 

2124. r lliink you said yon canvassed the Avhole 
Ijody of Trecmeh ? — As much as I could ; I did not say 
the Avhole body. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




THE EXISTENCE OF CORUUPT PRACTICES IN THE COUNTY OP THE TOWN 'OP GALWAY. 47 



2125. Were there any demands for money upon 
yo^ ?_Very little. 

2126. Did you advance any money j’-oiirself out oi' 
vour owi pocket ? — I did. 

' 2127. Hinv much did you adA'ance out of your 
own pocket at the electiosi that time ? — 1 think I 
advanced, on one occasion, 20?. something ; and 
anotiier time 22?. something ; and soinefiiing else 
perhaps. 

2128. What did you do with that money ? — 1 paid 
at various public house, 10s. and 5s., in tlie jiriees of 
drink for regular tradesmen. 

2129. The money yon spent was for what is called 
treating ; was there any of it spent in a reguhtr pay- 
ment for a vote ? — No. 

2130. Did you give any goods without being 
repaid hy the men ? — I did give orders for meal and 
flour ; the persons were walking about idle for throe 
or four days. 

2131. Wliat was the amount of the largest order 
you gave any man — I mean any one individual ? — I 
used to give an order’, peidiaps for 1?., to jjarties of 
two or three, principally women. 

2132. Did you give Lm-dner money r — I did, one 
pound ; he was a poor man ; and I gave it on scv'eral 
occasions. 

2133. Is he a voter ? — He was. 

2134. And you gave that to him ? — I did; I knew 
I was safe with him. 

2135. I see thatKahhit got •!?. 4s. 4c?.? — That was 
in an account I liad ; he was one of our agents. 

2136. Was he a voter ? — He was. 

2137. And an agent ? — He was. 

2138. A man named King got ten shillings ; was 
lie a voter ? — He got that ten shillings when this 
money was paid. I cannot say he voted for ns. 

2139. A man named Mahon, 10s.; arc they all 
the same ? — All the same ; sums given to voters. 

2140. Now, I find in another paper, a man of the 
name of Prendergast, 10s. ; was he a voter ? — 
He is. 

2141. Curreen, Costello, Cox, all small sums ; 
was there any value ? — They were voters; theynever 
asked for payment. I went to their houses myself, 
and gave it afterwards. 

2142. Had you said anything to them when acting 
at the election, about payment ? — No. 

2143. (ilfr. Cqmmissioner Leahy.') Did you know 
by their countenances that they Avould take it r — The 
parties would have supported Mr. M. J. Blake, in any 
case ; they refused hu-ge sums of mono}- from other 
parties. 

2144. {Chief Commissioner.) I find in Mr. Murphy’s 
papers that 90?. were handed to you in 1852, that is 
the. 90?. yon mentioned ? — It was. 

2145. I find also an order to you for 15?. on the 
27th of July 1852 ; was that to ]>ay wliat you 
advanced yourself? — Yes. 

2146. Had you any conversation with Martin 
Joseph Blake before you laid out that money at the 
election ? — .Never- in my life to my recollection. 

2147. Yon did it all on your own account ? — I did 
it all on my own account. 

2148. Did you act at any other elections ? — In 
1847. 

2149. Was there any other election at which you 
acted — .that was between O’Flaheriy and Monahan — 
I mean had you acted for Martin dosopli Blake evci- 
hefore ? — I liiul no vote, in fact, until 1847. 

2150. Butyoumay have been acting as an agent or 
friend ? — No. 

2151. Are you a tenant of Martin Joseph Blake’s ? 
— No. 

2152. Why did you lay out that money for him ? — 
1 thought I would get it; I Icnew I would. 

2151 Do you mean what was paid to the voters ? 
— I mean what was paid to the \-otcrs. 

2154. Out of the money paid hy Mr. Murpliy you 
were paid all the money von laid oiit ? — Every 
shilling. ' . . ” ' • 



2155. Had any one told- you. Greany, lay out Mr. P.Grcany. 

tiiat money yourself, and you will be repaid if ?” — ^ OoTTs'-" 

2156. You acted from yourself with the lielief and ~ 
conviction that yon would he paid ? — C'ertainl}- ; I 
knew 1 would. 

2157. You knew that you were a friend of his, and 
when he found that yon wore out of pocket, he would 
repay you what you liad laid out ; how soon after the 
election did you make claim for anything ?. — I made 
no claim until the money was paid. 

2158. Was it to Mr. Murphy or to Mr. Blake you 
made the claim ? — Murphy, when ho got the money, 
sent to me to know what I was to receive. 

2159. Had you any communication ivitli ilr. Blake, 
or ahva}-s with Mr. Murphy ? — With Murphy only. 

2160. Dn you knowaman of the name of Madden ? 

— I do. 

2161. In 1852, was Madden active ? Was he a friend 
of Martin Joseph Blalce ? — He was; he voted for him. . 

2162. Did you give him any order for goods? — I 
did not. 

2163. Had you any dealings with him ? — I had not. 

2164. He was acting just like yourself for the same 
]iarty, and dealing with Murphy, not with you ? — 

Yes; lie acted in the same -ivay. 

2165. And Murpliy was over you all ? — Yes. 

2166. I think yon told me you took no part foi- 
O’Flaherty at the time ? — No; I merely voted for 
him. I promised to vote for him. 

2167. Did you give him a vote in 1852 ? — Yes. 

2168. Did most of your friends vote foi- the two 
against. Lord Dunkellin ? — Oh, yes; altogether against 
Lord Dunkellin. 

2169. Did you lay out any money for O’Flaherty ? 

No. 

2170. Did those persons whom you took in and 
treated vote for O’Flaherty ? — Some of them did, and 
some did not. 

2171. But you would have done nothing to see 
whether or not they had voted for O’Fhilierty ? — Oh, 
it was all the same to me whether they voted for 
0’l''laherty or not. He was at the head of the poll. 

2172. The contest was between Lord Dunkellin and 
Blalce, and you did not care about it ? — No. 

2173. You did not give any money or orders for 
O’Flaherty ?■ — No. 

2174. And no person received treating or money 
from you that had any connexion witli voting for 
O’Flaherty ? — Not that I am aware of. 

2175. And you acted from yourself just under 
general directions; wlio told you to act about it ? — 

No one, only that 1 just became active. 

2176. Only you knew Mr. Blake, and admired liis 
principles ? — Yes. 

2177. Had you been always an adhereuit of his ? — 

Always. 

2178. A political supporter of his, supporting him 
in public ? — Yes. 

2179. How long have you been in Galway ? — 

Twenty-five years. 

, 2180. Can you tell us anything more of 1852 than 
what we have already heard ? — Nothing more than 
Mr. Mur|)hy fold yon yesterday. 

2181. You were acting so zealously for Blake, did 
you see any money spent for O’Flaherly ? — No; 1 
did not. 

2182. Did yon anywhere else, nothing more fliaii 
for Lord Dunkellin ? — Notliing more. 

2183. Now, from your knowledge of that election, 
you must know about it, and 1 ask yon, is it your 
eonvictioii that O’Fiaherty did not spend money ? — It 
is my conviction that he did not. 

2184. He got in for tlie legitimate expenses, or ^-ory 
near it ? — 1 believe so. 

2185. At this last election }'ou supported Colonel 
French ? — I did, because he belongs to llic party tbnl 
Mr. Blake belongs to. 

2186. Do yon tliink that it was money that induced 
the freemen who did not go the same way that you did, 

F4 
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for Colonel French, to do so?— I would say Colonel 
French would liave polled 400 freemen, but for the 
money. 

2187. Isow I ask you candidly to tell me, is it not 
tlie fact, that if O’Flaherty had .satisfied those freemen 
in money, there would not have been a contest ? — I do 
not know fliaf, 1 could not answer yon that. I know 
that there arc Jiutulreds of persons who would not 
liave voted for him at all, — that is uiy opinion. 

2188. Did they not vote for him before — was lie not 
)) 0 ])ulav with the freemen in 18o2 'i — He was popular 
with almost all classes in 1852. 

2189. In 1852, was there any dislike to him or 
enmity aiiumgst (he freemen in general — tliey generally 
gave their support to him? — They did. 

2190. And this time you say, so large a number as 
100 were defermined against him ? — Over a hundred, 
140. 

2191. Was that altogether on public grounds or any- 
thing like money ? — 1 know a largo number of the 
political party who would not take 100/. and vote 
for him. 

2192. Is that on account of their adopting the 
])rlnciple of independent op|)osition, and of his not 
belonging to that party ? — Yes. 

2198. You say about 100 of them would not vote for 
him : do you candidly and honestly believe that 100 
w(a-e conscientiously impressed with these principles so 
strongly that nothing would induce them to vote for a 
candidate who did not hold the same principles ? — 
Sonic would. 

2194. IIow many of them would not ? Could you 
tell their names ?— I would not like to tell their names ; 
it iniglit do harm. 

2195. Do you knmv a man named Killian ? — I do. 

2196. Does he know a good deal about the money 
and llio affairs of the election? — lie was an active 
friend of Mr. Blake. 

2197. {Mr. Cominissio7ier Leahy.') In the election 
of 1852 you had no scruples about bribing the men ? 
— Indeed very little. 

2198. It did not hurt your conscience at all ? — No. 

2199. Do you think if Colonel French had taken 
you aside and said, “Pat Greany, liere is something, 
go and secure some friends among the freemen,” you 
would have refused ? — Well, I might not. I tell yon 
faii'ly, if 1 thought Colonel French would liave liecii 
l)catcn, I would not hesitate to do it. I was quite 
certain, ho had it without it. If it was otherwise, 

I must tell the truth, I would. 

2200. Tlie reason you did not do so at the time was 
ilial you did not get the money? — Oh 1 I beg your 
pardon ; T had money myself for it, independent of him 
ai all. 

2201. In 1852 you got money to bribe ? — Not at 
all. 1 gave the aiiiouut and did not get it for one 
momk afterwards ; some in six months. 

2202. Would you not have bribed for Colonel 
Froucli if you thought he would have jmid you after- 
wards ? — 1 thought he would have been returned 
willioiif bribery, and tliat it was not necessary. 

2203. Are you not a leading man amongst a part 
of the freemen ? — Some of them say so. 

2204. Were you always on the side of the in- 
de|>cndcnt o])position ?— No, I supported Monahan in 
1847. 

2205. That was the other side ? — Yes. 

2206. .iVnd when did you come lo the new side ; the 
indepemlcnt side ? — In 1852. 

2207. Did you coiisidor Martin Josepli Blake an 
iiulcnendeiit opposition man, then ? — I did certainly ; 
he never was a Wliig. 

2208. Were yon at any meetings of the freemen 
before they sent for Colonel French ? — There was no 
meeting of the freemen until Colonel French was sent 
for. 

2209. IVlio was it sent for Colonel French ? — Mr. 
Blake retired on Friday about two o’clock, and some 
parties were annoyed at his giving way. Some advised 
a deputation to Sir Thomas Eedington to call on him ; 
a deputation was talked of here, and they wanted me 



to go. I told them I would go to Kilcornaii, and then 
I met a friend of mine and told him that it was 
impossible for me to support Sir Thomas Kedington 
and that I only told the others I would go, in ordei' 
to meet the wishes of the parties. I was afraid ; the 
people were so strong, so anxious for a contest that I 
went to ])lease them ; that is the tnith j but in the 
course of the evening after the deputation a great 
many of them made up their minds, I believe, to stop 
in town, and 1 said I should keep away from it, 
Three or four parties waited on me and tisked me to 
telegrapli to Colonel French ; tliis occurred between 
five and six o’clock in the evening. The deputation 
was on its way to Kilcornan. They say in town here 
that the telegraph was not sent until after the deputa- 
tion returned from Kilcornan. The deputation came 
back from Kilcornan unsuccessful ; but J can state, of 
my own kno^vledge, that tlie telegraph ivas sent at 
six o’clock and they did not come back until eleven. 
I had no knowledge at all of their coming or staying. 
Then the deputation asked me to telegraph to Colonel 
Frtmcli, and I said I could not, if it ivas not sanctioned 
by the Rev. Mr. Roche. I told them to go to Mr. 
Roche, and if he consented, that I Avould telegraph for 
Colonel French. The deputation -went to Mr. Roche, 
and of course they told me tliat he consented, and 
accordingly I sent to Colonel French’s liouse to 
ascertain his address, and then I went to the railway 
and telegraphed to him. 

2210. It was you that telegraphed ? — I did ; tliesc 
are the words of the telegraph, — “ Dr. Roche and 
other friends of the people hero wish you to come 
over at once as Mr. Pat. Blake has retired.” And 
the following evening Colonel FYencli telegraphed to 
Dr. Roche, that he would be here on the following 
Sunday. 'XTie telegraph was sent at six, and they did 
not return until eleven o’clock, and in consequence 
wo could not know the sentiments of Sir Tliomas 
Redington. 

2211. Who were on the deputation? — Michael 
Higgins, John Joyce, and several other parties. 

2212. Who else was engaged in the telegraph with 
you ? — ^Andre'w Lynch, Martin Siveeny, John Wade, 
Patrick Henelnui j I do not remember the other 
persons. 

2213. Had you or any otlier person engaged in 
sending that telegraph sanctioned or been a party to 
the deputation that went to Sir Thomas Redington ? 
— Certainly not ; I went to Sir T. Redington on that 
day and I told him that the deputation was going, 
and he said to go to please them, and I said not. 

2214. Of the men that went on the dejtutation fo 
Sir Thomas Kedington, how did they veto after ? — 
'\I'’ell, I believe the bulk of them voted for Colonel 
French. 

2215. They all voted for Colonel French ? — I think 
they did ; I am not certain exactly ; I cannot say. 

2216. I'liaf is your impression ? — I considered that 
they did. 

2217. {Mr. Commissioner Leahy.) You knew veiy 
•well the feeling of tlie great body of the freemen ; do 
not you know that the object was to get uj) a contest 
by anybody ? — 'I'hat may be so. 

2218. Have you any doubt about it? — I have no 
doubt they determined to get up a cotitest. I would 
not consent. I refused going lo Kilcornan. 

2219. Some went for Sir Thomas Redington, 
others wont for Colonel French, and when there was 
to be a contest, tlie more tlie better ? — That was not 
it at all. 

2220. Did you hear them before the ia.st election, 
or any of them, to youi' knowledge say, that they 
slioiild get some money from somebody ? — 'Phey 
generally said, yes. 

2221. They got it in 1852, and why sliould they 
not get something in 1837 ? — Certainly. 

2222. And Colonel French said ho would give no 
money? — He did. Colonel French in the first 
instance got a letter from a gentleman, in Galway, 
saying it would cost him 2,000/.; and when he found 
that, be would have nothing to say to the election. 
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2223. And then the second time, when he was tele- 
"•vaplied for, it was to sny that it should he “ on his 
own terms” ? — Yes. 

2224. You heard, also, Mr. P. Blake went away 
because lie would not pay money, because he would 
not spend money on the freemen ? — •! do not know. 

2225. Did you hear it stated at the time ? — I did. 

I lieard it stated here. 

2226. Did you hear it stated because he would not 
spend money on the freemen ? — ^That is not what I 
heard from Mr. Morris ; ho told me that he had cal- 
culated that Mr. P. Blake would he far behind, and 
that he would not resort to means that would he 
necessary to overcome that difference. 

2227. Was that the general language ? Was the 
cause of his resignation announced ? — When his 
resignation was announced, there was a great dis- 
, appointment at his not having gone on to fight tlie 
battle, as they said, “ like a brick.” 

2228. And bleed freely ? — I should say so. 

2229. Did you not hear the freemen say, “ As we did 
not get money or promise, we will give our votes to 
Colonel French for notliing ?” — I did not hear that. 

2230. Did you hoar anytiiing about its being said 
that they had better fight for Colonel French ? — They 
were angry and annoyed at his originally giving way; 
but it was because of his being afraid about the 
money ; but they did not know that that was the case. 

2231. But you believed it was the case ? — am 
sure of it, because he would not bribe. 

2232. You were actively engaged in llie election of 
1852; was there not a great deal of bribery at that 
election, to your knowledge and belief ? — I would not 
say that. I got money after the election. I believe a 
great many got it. 

2233. That is, bribery ? — If that is bribery, there 
was. 

2234. Is there a general notion here, that unless 
you get money beforehand, it is no bribery ? — I would 
say the same myself ; they like to have it in their 
pockets first. I would not consider it bribery if I 
liked a man and voted for him, if he were to give me 
money afterwards, that is what they mean. I would 
not consider tliat bribery myself. 

2235. Did you find any satisfied with the half 
note ? — No, I did not ; they liked tlie wliole note 
better. 

2236. Were you interested in the petition ?~I 
Avas. 

2237. Who was with you ? — Andrew Lynch. 

2238. Was it you suggested the name? — There 
was nobody in the way at the time the petition was 
prepared, and I suggested liim. 

2239. Did you suggest any reason why he should 
he joined with you? — I said I would have nobody 
but Andrew Lynch. 

2240. Why did you select Andrew Lynch ? Can 
you give any reason wliy yon named him ?— I do not 
recollect. 1 think I told'Mr. Murphy, you cannot sell 
Andrew Lynch ; nothing can remove Andrew Lynch 
from his name ; it was in a jesting way that I said 
it to Mr. Murphy at the time. 

2241. Was there, to your knowledge oi- belief, any 
personal arrangement to forward that petition, 
through the influence of Martin Joseph Blake ? was 
he anxious to press the petition against Mr. O’Fla- 
herty ? — To iny knowledge he was not. I saw 
Mr. Blake on the Sunday before the petition was 
signed, and he said, “ On Sunday last, I saw Colonel 
“French and Mr. O’Flaherty, and as they did not 
“ appeal’ to know anything of it, I said nothing.” 

2242. Did any of his friends urge you to send it 
forward ? — No. I mged the petition myself before 
Colonel French went to London. 

2243. You ui'gcd it yourself, and not at the instance 
of Martin Joseph Blake ?— Yes. 

2244. Did no person go to Mr. John Blake on the 
subject ?— les, a party went to Mr. John Blake the 
buiiday after I saw Mr. Martin Blake. 



2245. Who was the party that went ? — Thomas Ah- P- Greai.y. 

Naughten. I did not know the party going until he „ .. 

came home. lOct. 18 j/. 

2246. Thomas Naughten ? Is he one of your ' 
party ? — lie is one of the party ; he did not go from 
me. No, he went from himself, nobody else luiew it. 

He went to a young man named John Blake, who 
lives with Martin Joseph Blake, to consult about the 
petition ; he told him what occurred here, and every- 
thing else. 

2247. And then he got directions to look for infor- 
mation as to the petition ? — Yes. 

2248. When Naughten came hack, did you see him, 
and what did he say about the petition ? — He told mo 
it was very Ulioly, if information eonUl he liad, the 
thing would go on. 

2249. Did he tell you whether John Blake, on the 
part of Martin Josepli Blake, or any others of them, 
had urged this petition to he got up ? — He .said John 
Blake would be in town in a day or two, and accord- 
ingly he was. 

2250. John Blake came to town. lie is the ad- 
viser and friend of Mr. Martin Jo.scph Blake, the 
gentleman he lives with ? Wlien lie came to town 
what did he do ?— They prepared the petition smd 
sureties. 

2251. And then John Blake took an active part in 
prepai-ing it ? — Decidedly ; he was in London too. 

2252. And you and Mr. A. Lynch and all your 
friends gave them assistance about it ? — We did. 

2253. And that was the way the petition wa.s got 
up ? — Colonel French did not know anything about 
it. 

2254. What was the object you had as a party 
to the petition at the time — ^avhat was your bona 
fide real object ? — The real object was to unseat 
Mr. O’Flaherty, and to get the seat for Colonel 
French. 

2255. Why ? — Because we were supporters of Co- 
lonel French, and opponents of Anthony O’Fiaherty. 

2256. Was that on public principle ? — The same 
principle that actuated us at the election. 

2257. Do you think the same men who got up the 
petition and opposed Mr. O’FIalierty would have gone 
against him, if it were known that lie had come pre- 
piu-ed with money for the election ? — I do not know. 

2258. Do you think Mr. O’Flaherty at the time he 
came had plenty of money ? — It was ivell known he 
would have plenty of money. 

2259. No ; hut if he had been ready to bribe more 
extensively, do you tbiiik those men would have 
supported Colonel Frencli ? — lie did not get their 
support ivith all his money. 

2260. That is not the question ? — I know several 
hundreds who refused a bribe, and are ready to come 
up here. 

2261. Will you mention one who refused a bribe, 
and by whom the bribes were offered ? will you give 
me the names ? — I have not the names, hut I have 
heard of a list being in existence. 

2262. Do you know that of your own knowledge ? 

— I heard of James Maunion being offered a sum of 
money by some one. I heard of the name of the 
parties; James Mannion was offered 6Z. by one party. 

2263. How do you know that ? — This man says 
so. 

2264. That is no evidence ? — Oh, Mannion himself 
told me. I know men named Joseph Conneely and 
William Gregory. 

2265. You do not know any man who offered it ? 

— It was offered by the friends of O’Flaherty, by tlio 
gentry, the ratepayers. 

2266. Do you know any man avIio can give evidence 
to show that a bribe was offered and refused ? — I 
heard of hundreds. 

2267. But do you know it yourself? — Not to iny 
own knowledge. 

2268. Do you swear- it was not for a private object 
the petition was got up, uor from personal motives, 
but on public grounds? — I do swear it; my opinion 
was that it was got iqi upon public grounds. 

G 
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2269. Alone ’—Solely. 

2270. And not -with reference to bribery, or on 
personal grounds ? — I sweai’ if it was, I would not have 
liad anything to do with it. 

2271. Who paid the expenses of the petition ? — I 
heard Martin Joseph Blake and Colonel French. 

2272. Did you hear that Martin Joseph Blake paid 
the whole, or part ? — I heard a part of it. 

2273. I think you said Martin Joseph Blake belongs 
to the same party as you at present do ? — I am sure 
of it, from my own observation. 

2274. {Mr. Commissioner White.) Did you not say 
that if Mr. Patrick Blake had gone to the poll, you 
would have supported him ? Why would you oppose 
Mr. O’Flaherty when you were prepared to support 
Mr. Patrick Blake? I believe Lord Dunkellin, Mr. 
Patrick Blake, and Mr. O’Fiaherty, are of the same 
politics ’—Patrick Blake and I are personal friends ; 
so though he is not of my own party, I would give him 
a preference. 

2275. Do you still think that the reason that the 
petition was presented to Parliament was exclu- 
sively to vindicate the principle of purity of election . 
— I do ; I think so. 

2276. Who were the persons who composed the 

deputation to Kilcornan ? — I mentioned the names of 
two or three. . •> » 

2277. And how many were on it altogether.'' — A 
dozen or more. 

2278. Were they all freemen? — They were not all 

freemen. ,, 

2279. Were there any freemen? — They were all 
freemen but two or three ratepayers. 

2280. Do you think many of Colonel^ French’s 
supporters would have supported Mr. Patrick Blake. 
—A great many of them would have supported him, 



the great majority of them, because the great majority 
of them are Mr. Mai'tin Joseph Blake’s friends. 

2281. Did you give any orders for goods in 1857? 

14/. 145. 9J. for goods. I explained that awhile 

ago. 

2282. That was all you gave? — That was all. 

2283. Do you think, if Colonel Fi-ench had ex- 
pended more money at the last election, ho would 
have succeeded? — I am certain 50/. would have 
cm-ried it for him ; that is my opinion. 

2284. And why did you not take upon yourself 
the responsibility of laying out that much money? — I 
tell you fairly that at that time I was engaged out 
at the tally-rooms, making up parties to go to the 
poll, and I was given to understand, up to 1 1 o’clock, 
that he had a considerable majority, and then, when 
I ascertained, in fact, that I could not do it without a 
great deal of danger, I thought it better to let it take 
its chance. 

2285. Had any of Colonel French’s friends or 
supporters directed you not to give money?— Yes. 
Mr. Martin O’Flaherty, Mr. William Roche, the 
nephew of the colonel, and others, had directed me not 
to give a glass of water, and I was afraid to do so. 

2286. Is there any club of the independent oppo- 
sition? — There is one in contemplation. 

2287. Was there one existing at the last election ? 
— No, there was not. 

2288. {Chief Commissioner.) I am asked by Mr. 
M. J. Tierney to inquire from you whether you en- 
deavoured to induce him to vote for Colonel French, 
by promising that the colonel would use his Indian 
influence on his behalf? — It was just only a con- 
versation we had some months ago, without authority 
from the colonel ; he has great Indian influence, 
and he might have used it. I thought Tierney was 
of the independent opposition too. 



Mr. P. Carter. 



Mr. Richard Caiiter 

2289. {Chief Commissioner.) You live in the county 
of the town of Galway ? — I do. 

2290. Have you a vote yourself ? — I have. 

2291. Under what qualification are you rated?— 
As a ratepayer. 

2292. How long have you had a vote for the county 
of tlie town of Galway ?— Since the year- 1850 or 
1851 ; I am not sure, I think about that time. 

2293. What part did you take in the last election ? 
— For Lord Dnnkellin. 

2294. Was that for him alone ? — ^Alone, entirely 
for him. 

2295. Did you plump for him ? — I did not vote at 
all ; I. had a vote and I took his part, but he had some 
votes to spare, and I did not like to vote then. 

2296. Are you a tenant of Lord Clanricai-de ? — 

No, hut the agent to his property in the county of 
the town. , , • 

2297. Had you any money of Lord Dunkellin s m 
your hands at the last election ?— No, but I have 
expended money myself. 

2298. Will you tell the whole amount that you 
expended? — I daresay I expended from about 70Z. 
to 80/. 

2299. Is that the entire ? — That is the entire. 

2300. Tell me what you did with this 70/. or 80/. ? 
I gave it to the vai’ious parties about the town. 

2301. Were they, voters? — They were principally. 
After they had polled, I gave some of the tenants who 
came in their breakfast. They were not voters, some 
of them. 

2302. But the tenants on Lord Clanricarcle s estate i 
— They were. 

2303. Did you give any entertainment to the out- 
voters from the other estates ’—Well, I do not know 
that I gave any. 

2304. What else was paid out of that 80/. ? Have 
you any list of persons that you paid— voters ?— I 
have a list that was furnished to me after on the part 
of the freemen, but I could not tell the sums. Some 



sworn and examined. 

I had paid away before the election, some at the 
election, and some on the day of polling. 

2305. How long before the polling had you paid 
money ? — I daresay a few days ; about a week before. 

2306. Will you tell me the names of all the persons 
who got money out of that 80/. ? — I could not tell, 
there were so many ; I could tell a few perhaps. 
There were a few parties who I employed as agents 
that I gave some to ; there was Thomas Henry, but I 
had him employed. I wish to state that I had some 
of these men that I employed as agents myself ; they 
were tradesmen that I thought had a great deal of 
influence in the town, and I gave money to these out 
of the amount that I have been speaking of. I em- 
ployed Terry McDermott, Thomas Lally, Patrick 
Hciiehan, James Bermingham, David llenery, Tliomas 
Henei-y, Bartholomew Sullivan, Michael Connor, and 
Michael Sullivan. 

2307. Were all these persons employed as agents < 
All these persons were employed as agents. 

2308. Were they voters'also ?— I believe they were. 

2309. Were they employed from the fact of their 
being voters ? — Well, I believe they were employed 
on b^oth accounts ; both on account of their being 
voters, and also of their having influence as agents. 
I knew that besides they were strong supporters^ ot 
Lord Dunkellin ; I had known that for a long time 
previous. 

2310. You knew their opinions to be favourable to 
Lord Dunkellin long before ?— Yes, very strongly. 

2311. How much did you pay each of them?— I 
could not tell, but I recollect seeing the sums ; I gave 
David I-Ieneiy 3/. ; and I gave Thomas Henery 1/. ! 
I gave Thomas Lally 1/. ; Terence McDermott 1/. ; 
John Connell, slater, I gave him an order for I thinJc 
305. worth. I gave money to a man named Mannion 

that is all I see here ; the other sums I expended 

without keeping any account. I recollect I gave a 
Mr. Mai-tia Sweeny 5/. to expend. 
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2312 Of these names how many ai’O freemen, do 2333. But did they come to you in 1852 f had you 
YOU know ?— I believe all are freemen j Michael intercourse with them ?— I refused to do anything 
Sullivan is a butcher, and I daresay he might be a with them, though I devoted my time and a great deal 
rated occupier. of money to that election. 

2313. The others ai-e freemen ? — They are, I think ; 2334. But you had a good deal of conversation 

Michael Sullivan might be a freeman also. with them. From your experience and your iutcr- 

2314 The other names you mentioned, Mannion course with the freemen, what proportion do the 

and the' rest ’—They are freemen ; I liave no doubt corrupt bem- to the incorrupt ?— I think the corrupt 

of any of the rest- they are all freemen. arc four-fifths ; I believe so. I have a list here winch 

2315 You said that to one person you gave an was sent in to me after the election, I believe, by one 
order for goods to the amount of 30^., tell me the of the agents wliom I had employed. 

meaning of that ? — When the election Avas over, a ^ witness at this period of his examination 

man named Conuell came up to me and said he Avas produced a paper purporting to be such list, of 

very much distressed, and asked me to give him an which the following is a copy. 

S'! e! mat do you mean by “ goods ? ’’—That is, to Richard Carter, Esq. 



o-et tea, sugar, and some things of the kind. 

“ 2317. Was that after the election ? — It Avas after 
the election ; either in drink during the election or to 
be consumed afterwards. It is just like so much cash, 
it comes to the same thing. 

2318. Tell me, is it a common thing to giA^e 
money’s Avorth in lieu of money here ? — I believe it 
is, but I never gave a farthing but those tAVO orders, 
to my knoAvledge, except that I gave an order to 
Mannion to get leather ; but I did not think much 
about that, because he Avas a man that Avas very 
prominent in the election, and took a very active part 
in it for Lord Dunkelliii, and I thought he had a 
right to get something, and as lie was very poor, I 
thought I had a right to get him some leather. 

2319. IIoAV long was that after the election ? — It 
Avas a long time ; I took a very prominent part Avith 
tlic freemen, and I Avas very anxious to get them all. 

2320. Ill addition to the two orders that you gave, 
Averc any other oiders given for goods that way in 
lieu of money, that you kiiOAV of ? — ^No ; a man 
named Fallon, a tenant of Lord Claiiricaa-de, spoke to 
me one day during the election to give him his hrcalc- 
fast, and I think I desired him to go and get it, and 
that I Avould pay whatever it was. 

2321. That is under the head of treating ; and as 
you have mentioned the subject, Ava^ there in point 
of fact much treating on the part of Lord Dunkellin, 
that is, giving drink and eatables to the voters, either 
to be consumed oii the premises or taken away ? — I 
think I gave Ql. or 8/. on that day ; I gave them the 
money to spend. 

2322. For treating ? — I gave them money to buy 
provisions ; a great many persons were to get these 
that Avere not voters ; and I gave two or three orders 
in lieu of money. 

2323. Can you give me any further information as 
to that election ? — I gave various sums to vaa-ious 
persons in the streets ; but I did not keep an account 
of Avliat I spent in the streets and everyivliere. 

2324. I think you said that you were very anxious 
to get all the freemen ? — I Avas very anxious. 

2325. And did you go among them much ? — I Avent 
among them and they came to me, both ; I did every- 
thing in my poAver — they were in crowds after me. 

2326. You were a man they liked ? — They refused 
to act Avith any of the other agents of Lord Clanri- 
carde, and they Avould not hold any person but me 
responsible for their loss of time, and that brought me 
into it, in fact, Avithout the agents knowing of it. 

2327. Ill all that intercourse was there much talk 
of money ? — I understood there should be money in 
every instance, more or less. 

2328. Lid they use the Avord “ money ?” 

2329. (Mr. Commissioner Leahy.') They said, I 
suppose, that you should remember them ? — They said 
they should be paid ; it Avas generally understood that 
tlicy should get about 3Z. a man. 

2330. ( Chief Commissioner.) Have you acted at 
other elections ? — Oh, I have. 

2331. Lid you act in 1852 ? — I acted as a friend 
also for Lord Lunkcllin in 1852. 

2332. Lid you also canvass for him among the 
freemen in 1852? — No; I did not take any part in 
the Avay of going among the freemen. 



This is a true list of the freemen solicited by 
you to vote for Lord Dunkellin at the late election 
for the tOAvn of Gahvay, as follows : 

Terence M'Dermott, carpenter. 

Thomas Lally, slater. 

James Bermingham, tinman, Shop-street. 

Patt Henehan, blacksmith. 

David Henery, mason. 

Thomas Henery, mason. 

BartholomeAv Sullivan, shoemaker. 

Mercer M‘Dermott, carpenter. 

John King, carpenter. 

Thomas Melody, printer. 

Thomas Bath, nailer. 

John Murray, hatter. 

Michael Fahy, tobacconist. 

Patt Ryder, nailer. 

Thomas Starkey, blacksmith. 

John Mannion, tailor. 

James Bermingham, tinman, Mainguard-street. 
Pat Commons, nailor. 

Michael Fitzpatrick, stone-cutter. 

Andrew Fitzpatrick, stone-cutter. 

Samuel Montgomery, ropemaker. 

James Hussy, victualler. 

Laurence Lardner, stone-cutter. 

James Kain, millAvi-iglit. 

Daniel Walsh, Long-road, mason. 

Joseph Vaughan, mason. 

Andrew Walsh, stone-cutter. 

Michael Connor, stone-cutter. 

John Lenehan, brogue-maker. 

Patrick Lenehan, brogue-maker. 

Joseph Ripplngham, locksmith. 

John Egan, mason. 

Bany Finegan, painter. 

John Finegan, painter. 

Thomas Commons, mason. 

Pat Commons, mason. 

James Campbell, ropemaker. 

John Campbell, ropemaker. 

Thomas Hughes, blacksmith. 

Thomas Burke, slater. 

Francis Burke, slater. 

Francis Delany, slater. 

William Grey, cork-cutter. 

George Roohford, saAvyer. 

James Hynes, weaver. 

Edward Mooney, nailer. 

James M‘Guire, mason. 

Martin Codyre, mason. 

Patrick O’Donnell, painter. 

Joseph Kelly, painter. 

Redmond Burke (rated). 

William Nolan, sawyer. 

Jolm Finegan, carpenter. 

Patt Needham, nailer. 

William Dempsey, tobacco-spinner. 

Hugh Molloy, sawyer. 

Jolm Toole, baker. 

Michael Curreen, nailer. 

Redmond Kelly (personation). 

Michael Costello, brogue-maker. 

Thomas Sullivan, brogue-maker. 



Mr. Tt. Carter. 
1 Oct. 1857. 
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Mr. R. Carter. Joscpli Leonard, brogue-maker. 

Midiael Ilalloran {rated). 

1 Oct. 1857. .John G-illespie, shoemaker. 

- Michael Glynn, shoemaker. 

Michael Grady, mason. 

Patt Burke, maiion. 

Patt Connell, mason. 

John Joyce, mason. 

Nicholas Vaughan, ma.son. 

Michael Glynn, mason. 

Anthony Delany, mason. 

Mieliael Dempsey, coadnnakcr. 

John Mannion, shoemaker. 

Michael Hannan, soap-boiler. 

James Dooley, tailor. 

Tliomas King, weaver. 

Patrick Holland, stone-cutter. 

Laurence Scahili, slater. 

Michael Broderick, carpenter. 

Thomas Conroy, carpenter. 

Jolin Connell, slater. 

JCdward Devany, slater. 

John Duify, slater. 

Tliomas Kerrigan, shoemaker. 

Kdwurd Lally, shoemaker. 

Martin Lenehan, brogue-maker. 

BkknakI) Fitzpatiuck, stone-cutter, employed 
by Mr. Mathew Kush as out-agent. 

2335. Do you mean to say that this is tlic list of 
(he entire ireenien, or of the men that were to be had 
for money ? — Tliis is a list prepared not by me, but 
by iui agent of mine, to rejiresent the men whom lie 
believed to have come with me, and tlie agents I 
employed. 

2336. And do you mean to say that to every man 
on that list 3/. a head was to have been paid ? — It 
was not jiaid, but at the time I made the agreement 
I hclievocl tliat it would have been paid to any man 
wlio voted I'or Lord Dunkellin. The list shotvs the 
parties who voted on my responsibility, and were to 
liavo been paid. 

2337. {Mr. Commissioner Leahy.) This was sent 
in to remind you of the men who supported Lord 
Dunkellin f — I said I would undertake to pay them, 
ns they would have nothing to do ivith the other 
agents. 

2338. {Chief Commissioner.') And wore you respon- 
sible to every man upon that list, supposing you bad 
not got money from Lord Dunkellin ? — Certainly, to 
such as voted for Lord Dunkellin ; and if I had had 
the money I would have paid it. 

2339. And you considered yourself responsible for 
3/. a head to every man in that list whom the poll- 
hooks would show to have voted for Lord Dunkellin ? 
— Certainly, that was the understanding. I have a 
list of the butchers that voted, which I got also after- 
wards. 

\_This witrtess produced the list, of which the fol- 
lowing is a copy."] 

A List of Victuallers who split for Lord Dunkellin. 

Michael Sullivan. Luke Callaghan. 

John Egan. Patrick Callaghan. 

Bernard Egan. James Hussey. 

Nicholas Egan. Mieliael M‘Auley. 

John Hughes. James Mnllin. 

Edward Waldron. William Sullivan. 

James Callaghan. Michael Sullivan. 

John Callaghan. James Sullivan. 

2340. Where did you get this “ list of victuallers 
who H])lit for Lord Dunkellin ?” — .It is right to tell 
you that I did not ask anything but a split. I could 
liavo got a great nnmljcr of single votes, but I wanted 
to take from both sides. I was quite independent of 
others, and my only anxiety was to return Lord 
Dunkellin. 1 did not care for anybody ehsc. I took 
the splits witiioiit losing the friends at each side. 

2341. {Mr. Commi.ssioner Leahy.) You wanted one 
vote for Lord Dunkellin, and the other for indepen- 
dent purposes ? — I did not care for whom they gave 
the second vote, hut of coui-se if I had brought up 



some plumpers, others would liave plumped against 

2342. {Chief Commissioner.) I see Edwai'd Wal- 
dron has a list of 16. Do you know wlio were the 
men ? — Tlie butchers are not in the first list I gave. 

2343. In point of fact, do you know whether the 
men on the large list got the money ?— -I believe some 
of them got that amount on otiiei- lists — some of them 
might have got it. 

2344. You did not pay them yourself ?— No. 

2345. They have not come demanding the amount? 
— They were running after me in droves. I could 
scarcely show myself in town j whenever I came into 
town I could do no good. 

2346. But have they stopped latterly? — They have, 
since the Commission was talked of. 

2347. Then they have not got the money yet ? — 
I believe some have gone on other lists and been 
paid. I was most anxious that tliey should go upon 
some other list, so as to get the money, as I held 
myself responsible. 

2348. liave tliose upon the list of butchers been 
paid or not ? — No ; tliey were to get 4/. a head. I 
made a special agreement with one of them for the 
purchase — Michael Sullivan. They wanted 5/. j this 
was the night before the election, and they would 
not have anything to do with the other agents, 
attorneys, or anybody, and they came to me because I 
was the agent of Lord Clanricarde. 

2349. {Mr. Commissioner T.jeahy.) They tliouglit, 
as his rents were coming in, tliat you might receive 
with one hand and pay out witli the other? — I was 
under that impression. 

2350. {Chief Commissioner.) Michael Sullivan was 
employed by you as an agent, did he agree for tlic 
whole body as well as himself ? — He agreed for the 
whole body, and there was an agreement for himself, 
because I employed him as an agent. I considered 
that he siiould be better paid ; those agents that I 
employed I thought would be paid well. 

2351. But you say that for 16, or for the whole 
body, he wanted to agree for that U. ? — As many as 
gave the split-vote were to get it, but only 16 
gave it. 

2352. The agreement was generally that tiiey 
should give a split ? — Yes ; I was very anxious to 
get the butchers. 

2353. The agreement was that as many as divided 
their votes should get Al. ; in point of fact, only 16 
divided their votes, and that is the list of the 16 who 
did ?— Yes. 

2354. Did you get other lists? — There were 
others. 

2355. Are tliey separate from the two already 
handed, in ? — I did not compare them. 

2356. Do you know the names of persons paid ?— 
I do not. 

2357. Who was the man that paid them ?— Tliat 
was only from what I hoard. I heard it was John 
Semple paid them. 

2358. Was he acting in the election for you also? 
— I was acting entirely on my own responsibility, and 
I was greatly afraid that if the other side saw that 
there was anything like one pm-ty assisting the other, 
they might turn against Lord Dunkellin, and 1 kept 
entirely aloof from every party except from Lord 
Dmikellin alone. 

2359. Was not Semple employed by Lord Dunkellin 
in his interest ? — I believe he Avas in liis interest. 

2360. But you saw him acting in his interest, and 
heard that he was paid after ? — I heard that he was 
acting for more than Lord Dunkellin ; I heard tliat he 
Avas acting for other parties ; and I myself, because I 
thought he Avas doing so, Avas afraid of him. 

2361. Can "ou tell me the persons Avho Avere paid 
by anybody r — I heai-d that Semple paid persons. 

2362. Do yon know the names ? — I do not. 

2363. Did you mention to me Avliat you did Avith 
the Avhole of the money that you had yourself ?— I 
gave it to the various parties about the town ; I took 
credit for 601. of it afterAvai’ds, which I believe is 
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included in the 1,200?. that Sir Thomas Burke talked 
of. I put that 60?. into my pocket at the commence- 
ment of the election, and tJiere were other sums that 
came into my hands. 

2364. Were there many public-houses open for 
Lord Dunkellin ? — I do not beliere there was one. 

2365. Was there any treating carried on in the 
kind of way you described yourself — giving money 
in the street to treat ; there were no regular houses 
open ? — Not that I am awai’e of. 

2366. Was there much going on in that way ? — I 
do not think there was much, except what I was 
doing niyself. 

2367. In 1852 did you take any part? — I did ; I 
was very anxious for the return of Lord Dunkellin. 

2368. Do you know the persons who at that time 
were paid ? we heard tliat 2,000?. were expended. 
Had you any money yourself to lay out ? — I was with 
Mr. J. H. Blake at the pigeon-hole. 

2369. Do you know the persons Avho were coming 
there ? — I know a feiv of them. I believe Terry 
McDermott, Thomas Lally, Patrick Henehan, were all 
there. Mr. 13Iake and I did not like to show ourselves. 
Mr. Blake did not like to act alone in paying the 
money, and he asked me to go with him while he was 
paying it out. 

2370. Well, except those names, are you able to 
give us more names of persons paid at the pigeon-hole 
in 1852 ? — A man named Pat Glynn I sa-sv in it, I 
think. 

2371. Sir. O’Slianglinessy gave the card to parties 
Avho he thought wouid vote — are you not al)le to tell 
the names ? — No. 

2372. Were they all freemen so far as you saw ? 
— They were ; I heai’d of other parties who were not 
I'reemen tliat got money. 

2373. Did you yourself pay any money to anybody 
not a freeman ? — I gave 1?. at that election to some 
women who took hold of me in the street. 

2374. But I mean a voter, not being a freeman ? — • 
I do not know of any. 

2375. In 1857, the last election, wheji money was 
going also, do you know of money going to any voter, 
not a freeman ? — I do not know of any money going 
to any man not a freeman, not among the ratepayers. 

2376. Did you all consider it useless going u’ith 
money to these ? From your experience do you con- 
sider the ratepayers of the 8?. franchise a pure con- 
stituency ? — Oh, I am sure of this, that the ratepayers 
and some of the freemen also would not take a 
shilling. 

2377. Do you say tliat of the 8?. franchise in 
general ? — I think that there arc only a few that 
would accept. 

2378. You think the number among that class 
liable to corruption are very few ? — Yes. 

2379. Among the freemen, what proportion do the 
corrupt bear to the incorrapt ? — I think about four- 
fifths ; I take that from the list, and from what came 
before myself. 

2380. Do you know anything more of the way the 
money went in 1852, than what you have told us ? — 
No, I do not know anything at all. I was by when 
Mr. J. H. Blake gave me several sums to hand to 
parties who were in it at the time. 

2381. In 1852 did yon know anything more of the 
expenditure of the 2,000?. ? — No ; I was afraid to 
talk to Sir Thomas Burke or any of the party, for 
fear they rvould be implicated. I think they were 
afraid of me for fear I Avould implicate them. 

2382. And being the agent of Lord Clanriearde, 
for fear you would implicate Lord Dunkellin ? — I 
think we kept aloof from one another. 

2383. Then you cannot tell any more, as to either 
election, with regard to the expenditure of money ? — 
No, nothing more in tliat respect. 

2384. {Mr. Co^nmissioner Leahy.) I-Ioiv did you 
deal with the men who were on your lists ? — When 
they came in to be paid, I told them the poll books 
were taken away from Galway. I could not tell who 
the pai'ties were that voted. I was anxious to get 



the list to send it over to Loughrea, and I took the list Mr. B. Carter. 
and sent it over to Matt Rush. 

2385. Has he that list? — He has that list, and I 1 Oct. 1857. 

dai’esay he has John Semple’s list, for I saw it with ” ’ ' 

him. 

2386. Do you know Thomas Gregory ? — I have a 
letter professing to be from Gregory and three others. 

\_Letter produced, of which the followhig is a copy.'\ 

Galway, 25th April 1857. 

Honoured Sir, 

We, the undersigued freemen of Galway, beg 
leave to .state that we gave our interest to Lord Dun- 
kellin at the last election, and therefore request you 
will be pleased to advance us the sum of two pounds, 
which you can stop from us on the day of payment, 
as we are in distress for it. 

We remain, sir, 

Yours very obedient, 

(Signed) Hugh Pearsox. 

John Ci-asisy. 

Joseph Conneely. 

Tiio-iias Gregory. 

John Noone, senior, 

Bohermore, tailor. 

John Noone, junior, 

Bohermore, tailor. 

2387. You are agent to Lord Clanriearde in the 
town, will you explain why these persons were all so 
favourable to Lord Dunkellin against the others ? — 

Why, I think they expected all to be paid. I think 
that was the reason of the whole thing. 

2388. Yoii tiiink their being favourable was in 
consequence of their expecting to be ])aid ? — They all 
felt very much dissatisfied when Mr. P. Blake retired, 
and the great body expressed themselves that they 
would not let it go that way, that they should have 
more “ fun ” than that — that they should have a con- 
test, whoever they put up. 

2389. Lord Dunkellin, I suppose, has great interest 
among the landlords of the district ? -— I think he has 
very great, and also his father’s property. 

2390. Do' you think, or have you heard it stated, 
that to the landlords, or to Lord Dunkellin, it would 
be a great object for their purposes if they could get 
rid of the freemen — that they would then have it all 
to themselves ? — No ; I think Mr. O’Flaherty would 
have much a stronger interest than any other person, 
if the freemen were got rid of. 

2391. Lord Dunkellin has property within the town? 

— His father. 

2392. You say that 8?. ratepayers and all the other 
classes of voters, except the freemen, you believe to be 
pure ? — Generally speaking. 

2393. If they are pure, does it not necessarily follow 
that if the only men to be paid are the freemen, Lord 
Dunkellin, or whoever was put forward by the land- 
lords, would carry the election, as a matter of course, 
without payment ? And does it not follow that you, 
being the agent of Lord Dunkellin, or interested on 
his behalf, would wish to strike off the freemen, being 
those who are the only parties in your way ? — On my 
oath, no ; I would not have wished for any considera- 
tion that I was brought here, or that I would have 
to expose those men who had in confidence dealt 
with me. 

2394. I am not speaking of your wish in your 
individual capacity — ^you are of course bound to tell 
everytbing ; but being the agent to Lord Dunkellin, 
and looking to Lord Dunkellin’s interests, would you 
not consider it your duty as agent to forward Lord 
Dunkellin’s interest by getting rid of the only class 
that he has to pay ? — I Avould not like it to he thought 
that I was trying to get rid of the freemen. 

2395. You say freemen were favourable to Lord 

Dunkellin because they expected payment ; and if 
they were struck off, would he not have the whole 
thing without payment ? — He might. , 

2396. I want your opinion merely. You say that, 
generally speaking, you thiok the 8?. ratepayers would 
be pure ; there would be a pure constituency in Gal- 
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ir. r: Carter, -way if the freemen were got rid of ?— Y es, a portion 

of the freemen. „ ^ , 

i Oct. 1857 . 2.397 Do you not think if the freemen were got rid 

of tli«t a great many of those ratepayers, among the 

small ones, wouH bo glad to take money if the free- 
men were out of the way ?— I do not know that. 

2398. Do you not think they might. — 'They 

2399. 15i<f yoR Ro*" O’Flaherty say 

lhat he tliought the gentry and the other voters of 
the horough more corrupt than the freemen f— 1 iieai-d 

^*2400. You do not join in that opinion?— I do not 
join in it ; on the contrary, I think the gentry in the 
county of the town of Oalway, and beyond it, are as 
independent gentlemen as are to be found anywhere ; 

I entirely differ with him upon that. 

2401. If all the freemen here were done away with, 
do you not think the small housekeepers, the occu- 
piers of small houses, when they got the opportunity, 
would, many of them, be ready to come forward and be 
glad to take money ?— I never heard of such a thing. 

2402. Because the freemen were in their way ; but 

if the freemen were got rid of, would not some of them 
he anxious to sell their votes ?— They might do it ; 
but I would not say it would he done ; they might at 
the same time. , „ j 

2403. Have you heard a general feeling expressed 
by any persons representing the landlord interest, 
Hayin'^ it would be a very good thing to get rid ot the 
I'rccinen ?— I have heard some persons say it would 
he a very good thing. 

2404. That it would give the landlords the power ot 
returning the members ? — Tliey did not say for the 
purpose of giving the power, but from the con-upt 
state of the return at present ; they did not say it tor 
the purpose of giving the landlords the power. 

240.'). You are an agent, and you heard it stated by 
one witness, that wherever the landlord or agent 
interferes, the voters go with him; is that your 
n-eneral observation ?— The only exception was in the 
case of the Carrabrowne tenants, and there was no 
there in tho country parts to look after them. 

'"*2406. If that wore the case, and the freemen were 
o-ot rid of, do you not think the landlords could carry 
everything as they wished ? — As regards the town it 
is different, because persons in town are altogether 
independent of their landlords, and would not go with 
them ; I know persons in town who would not go at 



all with them. 



2407. Would the independent men of the horough 
be able to meet the numbers that would be brought 
ao-ainst them by the landlords, if the freemen were 
done away ?— I think they would, and more ; I think, 
from what I knoiv of the town, I am sui-e of it. 

2408. If the respectable shopkeepers and traders in 
the town were independent, and wished not to take 
money, you think they could form a constituency that 
would turn the balance against the landlords of the 
rural districts ?— A great deal more, I am sure. 

2409. Are there not several landlords within the 
limits of the town corporation ?— There ai-e. 

2410. Who have a great deal of influence with small 
tenants'?— There are some, not a great many. There 
ai-e not many freeholders at all in the county, outside 
the borough. 

2411. But I am now talking inside the borough; 
the horough for corporation puipioses is two miles in 
extent ; within that two miles, I wish to ask you, as 
an agent, is there much landlord influence ?— There is 
a good deal. 

2412. Who are the landlords ? — Lord Clanricarde 
is one ; Mai-tin Joseph Blake is another, he has a 
great deal of influence ; and there is Dudley Persse, 
another large landlord ; and Lord Campbell, and the 
Board of Erasmus Smith. 

2413. Would not these landlords have great influ- 
ence to carry voters with them, against the indepen- 
dent shopkeepers of the town ? if these tenants, with 
their landlords, were to join with the landlords within 
the town, would not those two have a large majority 
against the traders ? — Not at all ; I would say not. 

2414. {Mr. Comviissioner WJdte.) — Had you any 
means of ascertaining whether the persons contained 
in these lists sent to you had been already paid at the 
pigeon-hole ?— I heard that some of them had been 
paid on the part of Mr. O’Flaherty. 

2415. Had you any means of ascertaining positively 
whetlier they had been ali-eady paid ?— I had no 
means whatever. 

2416. Then a man who had been already paid at 
the pigeon-hole, might make a demand on you af'ter- 

wards ? I sent the lists to Loughi'ea, where they 

were able to tell the parties that had been paid. 

2417. {Mr. Commissioner Leahy.') Then, I suppose, 
any that made application to you, you generally re- 
ferred them to Mr. Rush ?— I believe I replied that 
Mr. Murphy would not allow anything to be paid 
until the petition was over. 



Ir.C.Rockfort. 



Mr. Coll Rociifobt recalled and further examined. 



2418. {Chief Commissioner.) Have you made an 
analysis of tlie poll of the election of 1852, as you 
were desired by the Commissioners ? — I have. 

2419. Will you teU me the numbers polled, and 
then classify them ?— Tho number polling was 676. 

Of that there were freemen, 350 ; occupiers, 275 ; 

and freeholders, 51. In that 51 freeholders, it is right 
to tell you that some of the old 40s. freeholders ai-e 
included, whose existence was preserved in the Re- 
form Bill. I could not tell how many of them there 
are. I think there are none of these 40s. freeholders 
now in existence. I do not think one of them polled, 
but I rather fliink that they had not lost the right 
alto<^ether. The analysis of the votes is as follows : 
the number of votes from freemen, whether split or 
plumpers, recorded wore, 

285 for Mr. O’Flaherty. 

220 for Mr. Blake. 

119 for Lord Dunkellin. 

Of votes from occupiers : 

260 for fill-. O’Flaherty. 

151 for Mr. Blake. 

103 for Lord Dunkellin. 

’ Of votes from freeholders, &c. : 

49 for Mr. O’Flaherty. 

15 for Mr. Blake. 

39 for Lord Dunkellin. 



It is rio'ht to say that the greater portion of the 40s. 
freeholders who polled at that election were on Lord 
Clanricarde’s property. . -r. * xi. 

2420. {Mr. Commissioner Leahy.) But there m_e 
not many? — I would say there are about 15 or 18. 
I believe the same men polled as occupiers at the last 
election. 

2421. {Chief Commissioner.) There was some 
evidence given here with respect to the proportion ot 

( votes. Do you know the actual numbers, omitting the 
freemen ? Would you say that the townspeople have 
the majority or the country electors ? — The towns- 
people arc more numerous than the country electors. 

2422. Arc they much more so ? — I would say tliat 
the townspeople are about one-sixth or one-fifth over 
and above. I would say perhaps they are neai-Jy a 

'^'^2423. But you think they decidedly preponderate ? 

2424 {Mr. Commissioner Leahy.) Whom do you 
mean by the townspeople ? Do you mean within the 
the two miles of the Commissioners ?— 1 tRiR^ 
country electors commence their force a little witmu 
tho hox'ough. . 

2425. Of tho number now within the area vot Ug 
for Town Commissioners, is the number within that 
much greater than outside ? when you were speaKiUo 
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of the town you meant just where the houses are ? — 

I meant the whole constituency, when I spoke of the 
town as giving the town occupiers a majority of a 
quarter or one-fifth ; but if you confine it 

2426. Yon do not understand me. Suppose you 
were to take all the voters living within the two 
miles, would those living within this area be more 
numerous than those living outside ? — I would say, 
very nearly 20 to 1. 

2427. Are there more voters in the houses in the 
town than there are in all tlie country district outside, 
as well within the two miles as outside the two miles ? 

That is what I meant by saying one-fourth or one- 

fifth. 

2428. {Chief Commissioner.) You heard in evi- 
dence that a good many landlords have a certain 
degree of landlord influence ; and you also heard from 
other witnesses that a very large number were totally 
independent of their landlords — which of these classes 
in your opinion is the more numerous ? — would say 
the party independent. 

2429. I am leaving the freemen out altogether; 
you understand me as questioning you on the con- 
stituency, omitting from consideration the freemen ? 
— The town occupiers, I would say, of the independent 
electors of the borough of Galway, independent of 
landlord influence, would have the preponderance of 
the constituency, excepting the freemen ; the inde- 
pendent portion are largely in the majority. 

2430. And do you think they would be independent 
of corrupt influences as well as of their landlords ? — 
Well, I certainly do ; there ai-e some certainly who 
come within the influence of their landlords ; for 
instance, now, Mr. M. J. Blake has occupiers within 
the borough of Galway, as well as a great number of 
friends; and I would say, so fai- as he can assert his 
influence, from what has come to my knowledge, 
serving notices to quit on tenaarts that voted against 
his interest, that he would coerce as far as in his 
power any occupiers he had on his estate. 

2431. {Mr. Commissioner Leahy.) Then do you 
mean to say that Mr. Martin Joseph Blake as a 
landlord, has served notices to quit on tenants because 
they voted against Colonel French at the last election? 

■ — The notices were brought to me, and I Avas con- 
sulted professionally on them. I know it as a matter 
of fact. 

2432. Is there any doubt about it ? — Oh, no doubt ; 
I can produce the notices to quit, if necessary. 

2433. Were they to any extent ? — I have seen half 
a dozen. 

2434. Is tliat all ? — Well, I think about that ; that 
is all I have seen. 

2435. When yon say the independent voters of the 
toAvn, you mean all men Avho merely keep houses and 
yards ? — I do. 

2436. Just so ; but if there are not a great many 
of these, they perhaps ai-e not quite independent of 
the different landlords, if they pay rent ? — I think they 
are quite independent, because they pay such rent as 
that no landlord will coerce them ; if they use coer- 
cion, they would be probably losers themselves. 

2437. Ai-o the houses in the town built on leases 
at low rents — what were called town-plots originally ? 



-^I do not think there .are any within the town. I 
mean those rvho have houses and yards merely 03i 
land. 

2438. Do they pay mere nominal renf;s, or do they 
pay fair rents, the value of the houses ? — I think 
generally speaking they pay fair rents. 

2439. But would not the landlords in some cases 
have influence by calling up the rent from these 
men ? — Well, every landlord Avill of course exercise 
an influence over his tenants in that way, but no man 
has any large amount of influence. I mean a landlord 
of one or two plots is not a man whose rveight or 
influence rvould have any force or effect in the return 
of a member ; they might have force or effect on a few 
electors, but as to the return of a member by a fetv 
landlords of that description, I do not think they have 
any preponderance. 

2440. Does the town property belong to a fetv 
landlopds ? — No, it does not ; to a great many. 

2441. To several proprietors. Arc the houses 
generally built on leases for ever ? — They are. 

2442. Whei’ever there is a lease for ever, or 99 
yeai's, I call that man independent ? — It is on that I 
calculated my evidence — there are small and large 
landlords all through the town of that sort. 

2443. But they have no preponderating influence 
among the houses in the town as landlords ? — On the 
contrary, I would say the occupiers have a prepon- 
derating interest over the landlords, in point of fact 
the occupiers have a paramount interest in them ; 
they are subject to small rents for long leases. 

2444. {Chief Commissioner.) If the franchise were 
loAvered would it throw the Avhole poAver into the 
hands of the landlords ? — So far as my opinion goes I 
do not thinlc it would. I think it would give a more 
independent interest. I refer to loAvering the qualifi- 
cation from 8Z. to 6/. 

2445. I wish to know Avhether cases have occurred 
in which you have heard of any other landlord exer- 
cising coercion in the tOAvn ? — It is not a general 
thing ; SO far as my knoAvledge goes I do not know 
any other case. 

2446. {Mr. Cominissiorier White.) If you Averc 
asked to name a gentleman Avho has the largest in- 
terest ill the tOAvu of Gahvay — speaking Avhatyou call 
popularly in tlie toAvn, — who would you say Avould 
bring most votes to the poll ? — Oh, I Avould say 
decidedly Mr. Lynch. 

2447. {Chief Commissioner.) Was there anymoney, 
to your knowledge, given for the purchase of votes ? 

Well, for the purchase of votes I Avill not say. I 

think I gave somewhat about 14^. from myself, that 
Avas out of my OAvn pocket — 'Avithout Mr. O’Flaherty’s 
knowledge, I believe. I gave 21. and 30s. to men to 
act as agents. I gave &l. to another party Avho said 
he AViinted it for the purpose of treating. 

2448. It has been suggested that sums have been 
taken credit for in the return of the election expenses 
which Avere not actually paid. I Avant to knoAv hoAV 
hoAv much of the entire 300?. of Mr. O’Flaherty’s Avas 
really paid ? — Some of them Avere taken credit foi' in 
the expenses, but the amounts Avere not paid ; you 
liave that in the evidence of the House of Commons. 



Mr. 

C. litxhfort. 
1 Oct. 1857.. 



Mr. Thomas Moore Persse sworn and examined. 



2449. {Chief Commissioner.) You Avere the gentle- 
man Avho gave Dr. Browne 2501. for Lord Dunkellin, 
from Sir Thomas Burke ? — Yes, I did. 

2450. And of course you knew very well he would 
lay it out judiciously for the benefit of Lord Dunkellin? 
— And Mr. O’Flaherty. 

2451. Did you intend also that the other candidate 
should derive the benefit of the outlay ? — We were 
to get a split, and it was to go into a common fund. 

2452. Dr. Browne Avas to get it because you expected 
a split ? — And we did not get as many splits as Ave 
had expected for it. 



2453. Besides that matter of the 250?., about Avhich 
we know already, do you know anything about the 
payment of money, or expenditure of any kind ? — 
Nothing. 

2454. Were you only in the one transaction ? — 
Nothing in the world else. 

2455. Is there any information that you can give 
to the Commissioners ? — The bill that I gave was for 
260?., I paid 250?. to Dr. Browne, and I laid out the 
other 10?. on legitimate expenses,— on car hire for the 
tenantry. 



Mr. 

T. M. Persse. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




56 



EVIDBITCB TAXEN BEPORE THE COMMISSIONERS APPOINTED TO INQUIRE INTO 



Mr. 2456. Do you know anything more of the money 

T M.Teriit. transactions at the last election beyond that 260^.? — 
1 Nothing in tlie world. 

^ 2457. Did you not interfere more than that ? — 

More tlian that, I was in favour of the return of Lord 
Dunkellin and Mr.O’ Flaherty. 

2458. Did you pay voters, or give orders for goods? 
— Nothing in the world. 

2459. Did you take any part in 1852 for Lord 
Dunkellin, or anyone else ? Who did you support 
then ? — Lord Dunkellin and Mr. O’Flaherty. 

2460. Had you anything to say to money transac- 
tions in 1852 ? — A little, not much. Until Mr. Martin 
Joseph Blake came in I advanced a certain sum of 
money, and when he came in he gave it to me ; I 
think it was about 601. or 60Z. 

2461. What did you do with it ? — Mr. Cross got a 
portion of it, and Mr. Considine another. 

2462. They were both agents ? — Yes. 

2463. They were to lay out the money among the 
voters generally, as they got it ? — I did not know that 
it was, previous to the election. 

2464. To lay out as they liked, as it would best 
advance his interests ? — It was previous to the election, 
and the arraiigements Avere to be made. 

2465. You did not pay money yourself in 1852, to 
voters or anyone else ? — No. 

2466. Did you give orders for goods, or get any 
house opened where there Avas treating ? — Certainly 
not. 

2467. Do you know any more of the pecuniary 
transactions of 1852 than AA-hat you have told us ?— I 

' do not. 



2468. You heard some opinions given here to-day ; 
and as an independent gentleman I would ask you, 
do you think the electoral portion of the constituency 
Avhich consists of 8Z. ratepayers is a pure and 
incorrupt portion of the constituency? — I should 
say as much so as in any other part of Ireland or 
England. 

2469. Do you knoAV of any corruption existing 
beyond Avhat you liave told us in your evidence, 
among any other classes ? — I never heard of it. 

2470. With regard to the higher classes in the 
toAvn, is it your opinion that the gentry and higlier 
classes are politically corrupt ? — I never heard it 
mentioned before Mr. Martin O’Flalierty brought ncAv 
ideas into Gahvay. 

2471. NeAv ideas ! Your opinion, then, is the other 
Avay ? — Quite so. 

2472. Is he a comparative strangei' ? — He has been 
in America, like myself. 

2473. From what you have known of elections in 
GalAvay, Avlienever there has been a contest, lias there 
generally, to your knowledge, been much bribery and 
corruption at the elections ? — Always among the 
freemen. 

2474. AnyAvhere else ? — I never heard of it ; and 
I think the freemen Avould be much bettor if a great 
many of them had not a vote, because they AA'Ould 
attend more to business. 

2475. HaA'e you ever heai’d it said that at election 
times employers found it very hard to get any good of 
them ? — Ahvays before and after an election. 



Mr. T. Joyce, 



SAA'orn and examined. 

the best of my belief and knoAvIedge, that ho did not, 



Mr. Thomas Joyce 

2476. {Chief Commissioner.') Were you engaged at 
the last election ? — I proposed Colonel French. I 
am a 50?. freeholder. 

2477. Have you property in the county ? — I have 
considerable property Avilbin the county of the tOAvn. 

2478. And arc there many tenants of yours that 
have votes ? — There are a good many tenants in the 
town, but I have no control over them, I Avoiild merely 
ask them as a matter of favour ; there are four or 
five in the rural district that I have control over, and 
they vote generally the Avay I do. 

2479. And did they vote for Colonel French ? — They 
did, except one man. 

2480. Had you anything to say to the money ar- 
rangements at the last election ? do you knoAv any- 
thing about the payments of money at the last 
election ? — 'Not one shilling. 

2481. Were you concerned at the election of 1852 ? 
— I Avas ; I proposed Mr. hlartin Joseph Blake at 
the last four or five elections. 

2482. At the last election Mr. Mai'tin Joseph Blake 
and his friend Mr. John Francis Blake look j)art for 
Colonel French ? — John Blake ; he has dropped tiie 
Francis. 

2483. Did Mr. Martin Joseph Blake, to your knoAV- 
ledge, give any money ? — I can sAveai- on my oath, to 



nor never did ; that is, to lay out on voters. 

2484. Did anybody else, to your belief and knOAv- 
ledge ? — Not a shilling. 

2485. In 1852, Avhen you were for Mr. Martin 
Joseph Blake, did you know anything of money being 
spent? — My belief is, that if a shilling in brilieiy 
would have secured his return, lie AA’ould not h.ave 
sanctioned it. 

2486. Have you been long living here ? — I was 
born within a mile of the town. 

2487. So long as you have been living here have 
the freemen been the same ? — I think some few of 
them !ue corrupt, some 80 or 100, but I think tlie 
others a very honest set of men, and I think their 
principles Avould do honour to some of the gentlemen 
in this court house. 

2488. I Avill ask you noAv about the rural voters ? 
— I think they generally go Avhat Avay their landlords 
tell them ; I do not think they care a button about the 
candidate ; they give their vote the Avay the landlord 
or agent Avislies ; they just come and ask, “ Whom do 
you wish me to vote for, your honour ?” and they 
vote for him. I Avisb to state also that every Avord 
Mr. MiU'tin O’Flalierty lias said concerning tlie 
corruption of the gentry I entirely concur in j I 
perfectly coincide Avith him in opinion. 



Adjourned till To-morrow at Eleven o’clock. 
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FOURTH DAY. 
Friday, October 2, 1857. 



Mr. 

P. G. Murphy. 
2 Oct. 1857. 



Mr. Patjuck Gkokoe Mukpuy recalled and further examined. 



The witness produced a variety of documents and 
papers connected with the election of 1852. Amongst 
the documents produced was the following : — 

Copy of an Account produced by Mr. Murphy, 
purporting to be a List of tlie Persons who, 
having supplied Goods on the Orders of Mr. 
Thomas Clare in 1852, were afterwards paid. 



Clare’s orders paid. 

Larhin - . . - - 

John Gill - - . . 

Mrs. Creane - - - - 

Pat. Cavanagh - - - - 

Mr. Beytngh - ... 

John Kelly - - - - 

Mary Conolly - . - . 

Mrs. Clarke - - - . 

•Tames Farrell . - . . 

'I'homa.s Plauiigan - - - 

Tliomas Roche - - - - 

Rurke, grocer, Dominiek-street - 
Thomas Madden . . . 

•John Hughes - . . . 

Ditto - - - - 

Walter Burke - - - 

•John Gannon - . - - 

Mr. Derham, baker 
Mrs. Kelly, College-road - 
William Brennan - 2 6 0') 
A. W. King - - 1 0 0 ; 



£ s. 
9 10 
11 0 

6 13 
2 18 
3 0 
1 0 
5 1 
2 6 
0 0 

12 12 
9 18 
2 0 
17 14 
30 16 
2 0 

13 4 

14 18 
5 7 

7 10 
3 6 



d. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

6 

0 

0 

8 

0 

0 

6 

0 

41 

0 

0 



.£'165 15 Oi 

Paid Mrs. Devanie - - - 1 10 O" 

2489. {Chief Commissioner.) The papers are only 
orders for good.s ; do you Itnotv what kind of good.s 
those wmj»«ih general ? — I believe Hour and meal and 
drinks^ 

2490. Was it after the election they were given ? — • 
Oh ! not at all ; before the election. 

2491. And paid after? — Paid after, except 40?., 
which Mr. .Toyce paid during the election. 

2492. After balancing and cliecking the accounts 

that Clare gave you, did you pay the amounts to him? 
— No. I paid them to the persons themselves, he 
Iniving furnished me with a statement of where ho 
had contracted liabilitie.?. Tlie town ^vas in a very 
disorderly state, owing to these orders. I knew 
nothing about them. I knew, of course, that they 
were freely given ; but we were in such a state, that 
we could not go on, owing to these orders 

2493. Owing to these orders? — Owing to the state 
of excitement that people were in. Sir. JI. ,J. Blake 
ran to our rooms, and asked if I knew anytiiing about 
it. I said no. He said, make out, if yon can, what 
it is, and stop it. 

2494. That was during the election? — Before the 
polling, I tliink, on Saturday, Thursday night, or 
some few nights before the election, I heard this ; but 
I then found Clare had been giving the orders, and I 
went to his house and stojjped them. 

2495. Were these orders given before the treating 
was stopped ? — ^Yes. 

2496. Did he appear tii stoji ? — He did ; for general 
complaints were made of not letting him go on, and 
persons were nearly pulling the head off me. 



[This witness at this period of liis examination 
produced, for the inspection of the Commissioners, a 
vai-iety of accounts connected with the ex])enditure of 
money in 1852; but the accounts had not been pre- 
2 >ared in the manner I'equired by the Commissioners ; 
and the witness stated that he had been very much 
liurried, and that he would require time to give 
accurately such an account as was required. The 
Avitness was accordingly allowed furtlier time to pre- 
pai-e his account.] 

2497. {Mr. Commissioner Leahy.) Have you had 
any difference with Mr. Martin Joseph Blakc^ since 

the election ? are you not on good terms ? Oli, ho 

lias a pei'sonal enmity to Mr. Anthony O’Flaherty. 

2498. I am asking you about your.self? — 1 was 
going to mention. 

2499. How soon after the election did you and 
Mr. Martin Joseph Blake cease to be good friends ? — 
I declare I do not know. I think it M'as about March. 
Mr. Blake Avas under the impression tiiat 1 inenrrod 
this frightful expense ; he had a general conimiUec of 
the Avhole toAA'n that incurred this oxj>ense. I Avas 
anxious to pay everytliing, and to save him from re- 
s))onsibility, but the money that Avas raised at the bank 
was not sufficient, and the amount Avas not forthcoming. 

2500. Did Mr. Martin Joseph Blake complain of 
your having expended this money ? — Never to me 
Ijersonally. 

2501. Did ho disclaim having intended to have 
bribed at that election ? — I never liad a conversation 
Avith Mr. Martin Joseph Blake, that I recollect. 

.2502. Did ho tind fault Avith you for spending tho 
money ? — I heard he talked very unkindly of mo. 

2503. But you never had an inteiwicAv Avitii him? 

■ — I felt under tlie circumstances that he had acted 
very badly by me, and on that account I did not 
mind going to him. 

2504. During the election here had you any direct 
communication Avhatsoever Avith Mi', Martin Joso])li 
Blake that Avould justify you in promising 2 )ayment 
and remuneration for him ? — Oh ! not at all. 

2505. Do you recollect did he authori/o directly or 
indirectly any improper payment, at tlie election of 
1852, while it was going on or befoi'o it ? — Not to 
my knoAviedge. Mr. Joyce Avas the gentleman that 
managed everything for him as to jiecuniary matters. 

2506. You refer to Pierce Jo)'ce ? — Oh, yes. I 
never had any conversation Avith Mr. Blake on the 
subject. 

2507. Did Mr. Blake appear to you to aA oid pur- 
posely Iiaviiig anything to do Avith jiecuniary nmftcr.s ? 
— I kncAV of course he Avould aA'okl having anything 
to do Avith it ; his .system Avas too Avell knoivn, no- 
body Avould think of going near him. After the 
election Avas OA'cr there Avas a sum of about 200/., 
that I said, a.s so much had been lavishly paid, it 
Avould he Avcll to clear off ; but Mr. P. Joyce said lie 
mentioned it to Mr. Martin Josejih Blake, and he 
said it Avould have to be done over again. I toolc 
that to mean another contest. 

2508. He refused and objected ; and the result of 
your evidence, so far as Martin Joseph Blake is 
concerned, is that ho did not intend to hrihe at llie. 
election at all ? — So far ns my helief is coiU'crmHl, he 
know very Avell that money Avas spent, and tlnU ho 
would have to pay the score aftenvnrds. 



/ 



Tiio-AIAs G. Cr,.\.RE SAVorn and examined. 



2509. {The Chief Commissioner.) I have in my 
hand a number of ordeivs for goods at the election of 
1852, purporting to be Avritten by you, and jiroduced 



by Mr. Murphy. Will you look at these and see if 
they are correct ? — They are correct, as far a.s I see, 
and in my liaiidAvriting. 



T. G. Clare. 
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T. G. Clare. 2510. Did you give these orders for goods pending 

^ or before the election ? — i’revious to the election. 

2 Oct 1867. 2511. When you were giving these orders for 

■ goods, they -were ail in favour of voters, were they 

not ? — >Soine were, and some were not. 

2512. A lai-ge numi>er are for voters ? — Yes. 

2513. And when you gave these order.s had you 
liny conversation with Mr. Blake, or had he directed 
you to do it '( — Never. 

2514. How came you to give orders to such an 
amount before that election ? — Well, I did so by the 
direction, I might say, of Mr. Pierce Joyce ; it oc- 
curred in the square, when Mr. Pierce Joyce was 
conducting the election for Mr. Martin Joseph Blake. 
I looked to him as the principal party on behalf of 
Mr. MiU’tin Joseph Blake. 

2515. And had you received directions from him 
to expend money in whatever way you thought would 
carry the election ? — Yes. 

2516. And you gave these orders as the best 
means of carrying the election ? — I did. 

2517. Had you anything to say to the freemen, as 
a body, at that election ? — Is it iu the way of giving 
orders ? yes, 1 had. 

2518. Are these orders ])rincipally for freemen ? — 
They are. 

2519. Is there, to your knowledge, an order to a 
householder for goods for voting, to a person regis- 
tered as a householder ? — Not to my knowledge ; 
there may have been. 

2520. Do you recollect whether any payment of 
money was made to a person, registered as a house- 
holder, directly for his vote ? — No. 

2521. Or indirectly ? — No. 

2522. Is it your evidence, then, that these orders, 
and the expenses consequent on them, wei'C incuiTCd 
for the sake of obtaining the votes of the freemen ? — 



The votes of tlie freemen, as also to obtain the assist- 
ance of the mob. 

2523. Both votes and mob ? — Yes. 

2524. May I ask, Are freemen useful in tlie two 
capacities, both in their votes and their presence ? — ; 
Tliere are some of them not usually classed as a 
mob. 

2525. Had you' anything further to say to the 
election of 1852 ? — Yes, I paid a sum of 30i. I told 
Mr. Joyce of this, and I ga've him vouchers. I got 
it in two separate sums, lOZ. and 201. 

2526. What did you do with that ? — The orders I 
gave ill the day I paid for in the evening ; the orders 
that I gave yesterday evening I paid for this evening. 

2527. Now were you not engaged at all at the last 
election of 1857 by anybody ? — Yes, I was acting as 
the friend of Mr. O’Fialierty at the last election. 

2528. Do you know anything beyond what we have 
heard from Dr. Browne of the payments at the 
“ pigeon-hole ? ” Do you know more of the expendi- 
ture of money on voters at the last election ? — No. 

2529. No more ? — No ; I would wish to avail my- 
self of this opportunity to state that I never received 
a payment for myself or for anybody belonging to me 
for my services. 

2530. You acted as a political sujiporter ? — My 
father is a tenant of Mr. Martin Joseph Blalie. 

2531. And you also were a political supporter ? — ■ 
I acted for that reason ; I scratched my' name off the 
list in Mr. Murphy’s office. 

2532. How much money altogether did you get 
from Mr. Joyce ? — 30Z. 

2533. That was all ?— Yes. 

2584. All the rest wer6 orders given by you and 
discharged by Mr. Murphy ?— Yes. 

' 2535. And beyond that you know nothing ? — No ; 

I had no communication with Mr. Mai-tin Joseph 
Blake himself. 



T. Madden. 



Thomas Madden recalled and further examined. 



2536. ( The Chief Commissioner.') I have read over 
your evidence, in which you say that you had nothing 
whatever to say to the payments of money in 1852, 
whereas now a statomeiit contradictory of that has 
lioen made ; do you wish to explain ? — I understood 
you to apply the question to money for my vote, and 
not for the meal in 1852. 

2537. Look at this account jiurporting to be from 
you {account handed to witness) 't — Everything in 
this is perfectly right ; with the exception of thi'ce 
or four voters, they are all poor paupers, hut I believe 
tlici'o are three or four voters among them. At the 
time I was giving out that meal 1 was giving meal to 
about a thousand people. 



2538. And why did you not mention all that when 
yon were examined ? — I never dreamt of the meal in 
1852. I was giving meal to about a thousand men at 
the time on the Board of "Works here, and Clare 
came in, and asked me if I would give meal, and I 
said I would have nothing at all to do ivith elections; 
then Clare asked mo if I would do it on his own 
persoiial order, and I did it for him, as he is a 
respectable man. 

2539. But you did give orders to the extent 
of 171. 14s. for oatmeal and flour at that election, 
luid you have been paid back by Murphy ? — I 
was. 



Mr. J. Semple. 



Mr. John Semple sworn and examined. 



2540. {Chief Com}nis.nonei\) You were engaged for 
Lord Dinikollin ;it llic last election for the county of 
the town of Galway ? — I M'as. 

2541. Have you prepared a list of the persons to 
whom you paid money ? — I have. 

{7Jst handed in, of which the folloiuing is a copy :) 

Oot. 2, 1857. A List of Freemen who voted for 
Lord Duiikellin at the Galway Town Election, 
April 1857. 



Thomas Bath 
I’atrick Burke - 
John Connell 
Thomas Conry - 
Edward Costello 
Patrick Costello - 
John Church - 
Micliael Costello - 
Patrick Connell ' 
Patrick Creanc 



.€ 5. d. 

- 1 10 0 

- 1 14 0 

- 1 12 0 

- 1 14 0 

- 1 10 0 
- 1 10 0 
- 1 10 0 
- 1 10 0 
- 1 10 0 
- 1 10 0 



James Cloherty 
Joseph Conneely 
Michael Conlan 
JohnCook 
Martin Codyre 
John Duffy 
Michael Dowd 
William Dooly - 
Patrick Dempsy 
Michael Donohoe 
Michael Dolan 
William Dowling 
Anthony Delany - 
John Finegan (cai-penter) 
Michael Fahy 
John Fi’ancis 
Michael Grady - 
James Fahei'ty 
Edwai’d Gill 



£ s. d. 

- 1 10 0 

- 1 10 0 

- 1 10 0 

- 1 10 0 

- 1 10 0 

- 1 10 0 

- 1 10 0 

- 1 10 0 

- 1 10 0 

- 1 10 0 

- 1 10 0 

- 2 0 0 

- 1 10 0 

- 0 10 0 

- 1 10 0 

- 1 10 0 

- 1 10 0 

. 0 10 0 

- 1 10 0 
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. sB s. d. he was paid, by you, the money opirosite to his name? Mr.J. Semple. 

John Glynn - - - 1 10 0 — Yes, X think so. 

Patrick Griffin - - • 0 10 0 2546. Did yon, to your knowledge, pay any person 2 Oct. 1857. 

Frank Gordon - - - 1 10 0 not a freeman for his vote at that election? — I do not ■- 

Patrick Geoghegan - - 1. 10 0 know, except one man. 

John Finegan (slater) - - 0 10 0 2547. What is hig njime ? — I think his name is 

Michael Glynn - • - 1 10 0. Sheridan. 

Tom Glynn - - - - 0 5 0 2548. I.s he a voter ? — He is ; I do not know whe- 

Tom Joyce - - . - 1 15 0 ther he is a freeman or not. 

John Joyce - - - 1 10 0 2549. And the entire amount of money in this is 

James Keane - - - 2 0 0 136/. 14s. You got 150/., I think. Do you mean to 

Martin ICeane - - - 1 10 0 say you returned the balance ? — The balance was 

Martin Lenehan - - 1 10 0 13/. 7s. I wrote to Loughrea to say that there was 

Patt Lenehan - . , - - 1 10 0 that balance, and then I told Sir Tliomas Burke, in 

John Lenehan - - 1 10 0 the street, that I had the balance, and asked him 

Alexander McClean - - 1 10 0 what I would do with it ; and tlieii he said there were 

John McHugh - - - 1 10 0... persons coming to torment him, and he said I should 

Patrick McDermott - r 1 10 . 0 keep it to satisfy as many of them as I had money for. 

Myles Mealy - - - - 1 10 0 2550. Did you give the money ? — He told mo to 

JohnMannion - - - 1 10 0 hold on for awhile, that it would he time enough, 

Michael Newel - - - - 0 10 0 until the Commission was over. ' 

Pat O’Donnell - - - 1 10 0 2551. Have you it still ? — I have. 

Hugh Pearson - - - - I 10 0 2552. Besides the 150/. were there any other sums 

2 0 0 put into your hands at that election ? — Except (I 

Tom Stai-key - - - - 1 10 0 do not know whether it was so much) four or five 

Tom Sullivan - - - • 1- 10 0 pounds for giving an order which I gave to some few 

William Semple - - - 1 10 0 men for tea, sugar, and whiskey. 

Dan Tasker - - - 1 10 0 • 2553. Was it to be consumed during tlie election 

Joseph Rippingham - - - 1 10 0 or at home ? — Before the election ; but all this money 

Tliomas Swift - - - 1 12 6 I paid now was given after the election. 

William Walsh - - - 1 12 0 2554. After you saw hoiv they voted ? — Oh, yes ; I 

William Walsh, jun. - - 1 10 0 believe some month or six weeks or two months 

Dan Walsh - • - - - 1 10 0 after. 

Baadhly Walsh - - - 0 5 0 2555. Had you any iutercoui’se with these freemen 

Andrew Walsh- - - - 1 10 0 during the election or before it ? — Oh, yes. 

James Toole - - - 1 16 0 2556. Had you agreed how much each was to 

John Mun-ay - - - - 1 10 0 get? I see the general payment was 1/. lOg. ? — I 

John Egan - - - 1 10 0 promised nothing, but I said this, “ You will be as 

Michael Fitzpatrick - - - 1 12 6 well satisfied as anybody else.” 

Andrew Fitzpatrick - - 1 10 0 2557. Did you give more for a plumper than a 

James Gordon - - - - 1 10 0 split vote ? — I did not care how the rest went ; 1 only 

Patrick Needham - - - 1 10 0 wanted one vote, and of the two I had rather the 

William Skerrott - - - 1 10 0 French party got it ; hut any further than that I did 

Martin Ward - - - 0 5 0 not go. 

James Dooly - - - - 1 10 0 2558. Well, is not this 1/. IOj. the price of a 

James Hynes - ' - - 1 10 0 half vpte ? — Well, no ; I gave lOg. first, and I believe 

Tom Malowny - - - - 1 10 0 a month or two after I gave the 1/. 

John Maliony - - - 1 0 0 2559. Did you give IOa during the election ? — Not 

Dan Flanagan - - - - 1 10 0 till they voted. 

Thomas Gregoiy - - 1 10 0 2560. Besides this list, the 150/. here, do y<ni 

Tliomas Burke - - - - 1 10 0 know anything further as to the payments to voters ? 

Frank Burke - - - 1 10 0 — No, I do not know anything else. 

Timothy Kelly - - - - 0 5 0 2561. I believe you had nothing to say to the 

Edward Devany- - - 1 11 0 payments of money' by Dr. Browne? — Nothing in 

John Higgins - - - - 0 6 0 the world ; I just confined myself to the one thing. 

Joseph Kelly - - - 1 10 0 2562. And what did the freemen generally do ? did 

Michael Costello - - - 1 10 0 they generally divide with Colonel French and Mr. 

Andrew Rochf'ord - - - 1 10 0 O’FIalierty, or plump ? — It was almost an understood 

George Rochford - - - 1 10 0 thing that they would help me and that I would 

Jolin Gillispie - - - 1 10 0 help them. I did, in fact, give them whatever assist- 

Micliael Curreen - - - 1 10 0 ance I could, and I believe they gave me also. A 

Nicholas Vaughan - - 1 10 0 great many of these men were of my own craft, and 

Joseph Vaughan ... - 1 10 0 were very well inclined to vote for Lord Dnnkellin 

John Kenny - - - 1 10 0 and Frencli, and I gave them no money at all ; at 

Michael Hussy - - - - 1 10 0 least they told me so. 

John Kearney - - - 1 10 0 2563. Dr. Browne got 250/. ? — I know nothing 

Jiunes Keane - - - - 1 10 0 about him. 

Martin Sheridan (ratepayer) - 1 10 0 ' 2564. Do you know anything further beyond iliat 

list :uid the information supplied by it of the money 

Total - - ,£136 14 0 proceedings at the last election ? — No, I could not 

2542. Does this list contain the entire amount of say ; I heard a good many things, hut they are out 
money paid by you to voters ? — The whole of the of my i-eeollection. 

money. 2565. Were you here when Sir Thomas Burke was 

2543. Does it contain the name of every voter who examined ? — No, I have not been attending at all. 

received money from you, and the amount which he 2566. He mentioned a great many sums that bad 
received, so far as you are now able to state ?• — ^Yes. been paid; do you know anything about them? 

2544. Tliat is an accurate and true list ? — Yes. — No. 

2545. And is the list headed “ freemen,'’ the list of 2567. Were you engaged in the election of 1852 

the freemen who voted for Lord Dunkelliti at the for Lord Dunkeliin ? No, J was not engaged in the 

Galway town election of 1857 ? Am i to understand election of 1852 for Lord Dunkeliin. 1 always acted 
that eveiy person on this list is a freeman, and that a friendly part for him, and I believe I ])aid 4/. or 5/. 
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out of my own pocket, hut I never got a penny. I 
encouraged persons to vote. 

2568. Was tliat a direct payment for a vote or 
treating ? — No, I believe it was for tea or sugar fox- 
persons ; perliaps it was for voting ; but I was not 
engaged in tiie same w-ay a.s in 18.57 ; not so actively. 

2569. Did you spend any more than 41. or 51. in 
1852 of your own money or anybody else’s ? — No, 
that was my own money I bad spent. 

2570. Have you been jiaid it since ? — I have not 
been jiaid. 

2571. Can you tell us anymore as to the pecuniary 
expenditure in 1852 ? — No, I cannot. 

2572. Have you anything to say of treating in 
1852, keeping houses open or giving orders for goods ? 
— I never took any part in an election actively until 
the last. 

2573. In 1857 bad you any houses of entertain- 
ment 01)011 for voters ? — Only one house open for 
giving orders, a house in Dominick -street. 

2574. Do you recollect tlie name of the owner ? — 
Burke. 

2575. Is that the only house you know of or were 
concerned in ? — That was the only house. 



2576. And what was the total ? — Five pounds or 
6^. or 71. 

2577. How much did it come to altogclhcr for 
Burke ? — I do not think it came to more than Gt., as 
v'eU as I can recollect. 

2578. Is Burke’s a public-house ? — No, a gi-ocer’s. 

2.579. But he sells whiskey and spirits ? — Oh, yes. 

2580. Was it all for whiskey they took in tlie place ? 
— I believe they took it there in the -way of refresh- 
ment : whiskey and cakes. 

2581. {Mr. Commissioner Leahy.) Did they take 
the tea and sugar liome to their rvives ? — I cannot 
tell. 

2582. {Mr. Commissioner White.) Did you go to 
canvass the freemen, or did they come to you ? — I do 
not know ; I went perhaps to a dozen of them ; they 
all came to me. 

2583. {Chief Commissioner.) We have heard that 
Mr. Rush, Lord Clanricarde’s agent, liad lists ; has 
he any except that of yours, or do you think that the 
list you have given in contains more names and 
entries of money than his ? — I think I can give a 
more full account tlian Mr. Rush could ; I believe it 
is two months since I gave Mr. Rush the lists. 



Wii,i,iAic Hunky Bi^teek, sworn and examined. 



2584. {Chief Commissioner.) Did you take any part 
in the hist election ? — Yes, I did. 

2585. For whom ? — Mr. Blake, Q.C. 

2586. Did you take any for the candidates who went 
to the iioll ? — No, none. 

2587. Were you one of Mr. Blake’s most active 
friends wlien lie came liere ? — I was here and gave 
him my siqiport. 

2588. Were you at the meeting at the hotel where 
the freemen attended ? — I was. 

2589. Did j-on see the lists spoken of in the evi- 
dence ? a list of the freemen with a sum of money 
opposite their names ? — There were two lists handed 
to me, but no sum of money was opposite their 
names. 

2590. Were you told anything about a sum of 
money at the time you were hiuided the list ? — A sum 
of money was put dovui in a total sum on tlie list, in 
a hulk sum. 

2591. What has become of those lists, do you 
know ? — I liaiuled the list that was given to me by 
the hx-ogiie-makcrs fo-Lynskey, who, I tliink, was Mr. 
Higgins’s clerk at the time. 

2592. Have you seen it since ? — No. 

2593. Who gave j-oii that list of the hrogue-niakers ? 
— They came to the booth room in a body ; there is a 
guild of them of 23, and they read out the names, 
and I called Micm over to see whether the number 
were there or not in flic room. I took the list there 
for the purpose of having it eompai-ed with the 
lii'inted list of freemen. 

2594. Do you know what tliey viilued themselves 
at ? — They jmt down 23, and they put the Jigure 5 
under it, and they nuiltipliod that and it made 115, 
and then they put a before that. 

2595. Did you get a list from anybody beside the 
hroguc-makors ? — It was in the course of ‘Wednesday 
or Thursday that 21 hntcliers also gave mo a list. 

2596. Was llnil IValdron’s family party ? — Yes. 

2597. Now whal did Waldron and liis party esti- 
mate Iheinsclves at ? — They put down 21 names, and 
there tvero only 16 present -wlien 1 came to call them 
over ; they -were freemen, and they -were some of them 
hoys, ap])rentices, and their sons ; they put down 21 
names, and they said they could guarantee the others 
that -were absent ; they asked me whether I required 
a plumper, or a sjilit. I said of course I might require 
a plumper, hut I could not say ; but it should he 
optional xvith myself on the day of polling ; and they 
then xx-ero consulting one another for a iexv moments 
beside the table. I xvanted to secure them I'or a 
plumper, and they put doxvu lOh, that made 210^, 



2598. Waldron, I think, mentioned that they should 
do xvith 51. ? — Yes ; hnt I did not hear it. 

2599. I believe the end of these money overtures 
xvas that Mr. Blake would not stand, and xx'ould not 
have anything to do with corruption ? — Yes, but 
Mr. Blake retired before he saw that list at all. 

2600. But xvas it not because of the expenses that 
xvould he incurred in paying voters that he retired ? 
— I cannot .nay that, because I liad seen Mr. Michael 
Morris, and he told me, “ In fact, Butlei-, it is not on 
the cards ; it cannot he done.” 

2601. Did you give any orders for goods? — Oh, 
1 did. 

2602. Was that xvliile Mr. Blake xvas here ? — ^Yes, 
previous to his retiring. 

2603. That xvas xvhile they were coming to talk 
over the matter ? — Yes, after our canvass. 

2604. To what extent did you do it ? — Seventy 
pounds, I think. 

2605. You spent 70/., have you been ]xaid that 
since ? — Oh yes, I liave ; Mr. G-eorge Moi-ris liaiidetl 
me one portion of it in the hank, and the otiier was 
lodged to my credit. 

2606. You did not act afterwards for any of the 
three candidates who xvent to the poll ? — No, I did 
not act afterwards. 

2607. Had you anything to say to the money pay- 
ments lunong the tliree candidates ? — I had not. 

2608. Whom did you vote for ? — I did not vole at 
all. 

2609. Had you anything to say to the election of 
1852 or any money payments ? — No. 

2610. {Mr. Commissioner I^eahy.) What explana- 
tion do you give of Mr. Blake’s retirenieut before lie 
got the lists ? — They gave the lists previous to 
Jlr. Blake’s retiring. I got the list on Thursday 
evening, of the butchers. Mr. Bialce had then gone 
out to Well-piu-k, and the morning following 1 met 

• Mr. Mon-is, xvho told me that there xvas no nso in 
going to the poll, as it xvas not on the cai-ds. 

2611. Did he )uea)x not on tlie cards xvithout 
money ? — Oh no ; xvhat I understood him to mean 
w'as that a great iinmher of the ratepayers were 
already pledged to O’Flaherty and Lord Dunkellin ; 
that Mr. Blake had cotne too late into the field 1o 
canvass ; it was not xvith reference to xvliat he had to 
pay. I do not think lie knew about it, i'or it xvas 
Mr. George Morris transacted that. 

2612. Was it on Thursday you got the list from 
the brogue-makers ? — ’Yes. 

2613. And on the same day you got the list from 
the butchers ? — On the night of tlxe same day. 
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2614. Who was it actually reprcsGuted the hiitdiers? 
who appeared to he their spokesman ? — ^W ell, I (hiiik 
a man named MacNaonai'a was in the chair. 

2615. You found him in the chair ? — They formed 
a meeting. I went to the booth room for the purpose 
of meeting a guild of masons, and when 1 went in the 
butchers were there. No one was in the chair when I 
went in. 

2616. Had lie been in it ? — He got into it subse- 
quently to my going in. 

2617. Oh ! then ho got into it to do business ? — 
When 1 went in, they commenced .screeching and 
clapping, and crying, “ Close the door.” 

2618. They -were delighted to see you ? — I suppose 
so ; so I told them to be very quiet ; that that was 
not the- way to do business, and for them to fonn a 
meeting among themselves and to put one of them 
into the chair ; I wanted to get a list from them of 
the persons who would vote for Mr. Blake. They 
drew out a list and called the names over j the chair 
was taken by John McNamara, and when the list 
was drawn up and read over, I wished to ascertain 
from the persons present Avliether they would pledge 
themselves to vote. I compared their list with the 
freemen’s printed list, and after doing that I asked 
them to appoint one or two of themselves that they 
■would have confidence in, until I Avould appoint them 
as agents to bring tlie remainder of the guild to tlie 
poll ou (he proper day. They did appoint two or 
three ; I think they named tlu'ce ; McNamara was 
one. 

2619. Was Waldron one ? — No, they were active 
persons. 

2620. Was the list made out at the time ? — It was 
made out at that time. 

2621. Upon this you had the conversation about 
split votes or plumpers, and afta- you told them that 
you miglit require plumpers they then named tlie 

lOi. ? No ; they hinted something about being made 

as good as others, so I really could not understand the 
sum required ; so I said, “ Whatever you have to say, 
“ you must say it to me, as you could not say it to 
“ Mr. Blake.” It was then they spoke about the 
107. 

2622. But that was after you told them you might 
require plumpers ? — No, they asked -whether X required 
plumpers. 

2623. After you told them you might require 
plumpers, did you think if fliere were split votes, they 
should give you credit for five pounds ? — I thought 
they should be paid, but I had no notion of any 
distinction in price. 

2624. Do not you think that the intention of its 
being increased to 10?. -was in consequence of your 
having said yon would require tlie pimnpers ? — I 
never lieard a word of the five pounds until I heard it 
here ; I understood that they would have charged 
less for a split. 

2625. Seventy pounds was given in orders j was 
any of that given to tlie brogue-makers ? — Yes. 

2626. Any to the butchers ? — Not that night. 
Before I went, they stated they should have the price 
of a drink, and I said 1 could not give it, and then 
afterwards I said I should give them something out of 
my own pocket, and I gave them a pound. 

2627. But previous to that you gave them an order 
for five pounds ? — Some of it was ou certain houses 
in the town ; this was treated as so much cash, and 
then I paid otlievs that night or tlie next morning. 

2628. Did the butchers propose to deal for tlie 46 
or the 23 ? — I never met the guild, except those I 
spoke of. 

2629. Did you meet the butchers as a guild ? — Yes. 

2630. Did you meet the brogue-makers as a guild ? 
— I did. They used to be passing by the booth room, 
and used to come in, saying lliey bad a list of the 
brogue-makers ; and the same as to (be butchers, they 
were running to me in the day with lists, and I told 
them to come in the evening. I met the other guilds 
in the same way. 



2631. Were there other guilds? — Ob, yes, but W. U. Butler. 

they did not ask for money ; I met the tailors the 

previous evening. - 

2632. Did you meet any other guild ? — I met the 

shipwrights, but not in that room. I went to where 

they have a place of meeting of theii' own. 

2633. From uhat you saw at that election, have 
you any doubt that these guilds expected money to bo 
going from one side or the other ? — I have no doubt 
they expected compensation. 

2634. Under the name of agents ? — Yes, meeting 
all the tradesmen and canvassing with Mr. Blake and 
idling about ; I know tliey expected something for it. 

2635. {Mr. Commissioner White.) You said some- 
thing aiiout the guild of masons, did you meet them ? 

— The fact was the butchers kept me so long that 
when I went to sec the masons they were scattered 
about, and I then Avent up to the club to see Mr. Mor- 
ris and Mr. Blake. I wanted to bring the others 
doAvn, as I found I could not get through the Avhole 
Avork, as the felloAvs Avere getting dissatisfied ; liut 
Avhen I Avent doAvn again they Avcrc all gone aA\'ay. 

2636. Do you attribute the contest and the standing 
of Colonel 'French to the resignation of Mr. Pat 
Blake ? — I do, altogether. 

2637. Altogetlier ? — Oh, yes ; in point of fact 
Mr. Blake had Colonel b’rcnch’s principal leaders ; 

Greany, Keary, Naughten, and others Avere all Avitli 
us at that time. 

2638. {Mr. Commissioner Leahy.) Could you give 
us some explanation ns to the cause of the i'reenien 
being so read)'- to vote for Colonel French for nothing, 

Avhen they expected money from hir. Blako ? — I 
believed at the time, and I lieard some of tlicni state 
that the freemen Avere enemies of Mr. O’Flaherty, 
and would not vote for him at all ; some more of them 
were friendly toAvards him, but I believed myself at 
the time that the reason the freemen did go for 
Colonel French Avas, that they heard it Avent aliroad 
that they had frightened Mr. Blake from the field, 
and that in any election hereafter they Avould ncA-er 
get a third party to come in, and they Avantod to liavo 
a contest of some sort. 

2639. A contested election of some .sort ? and do 
you think on that account they broiigiit Colonel 
French from London ? — That is my belief. 

2640. And you do not believe that Sir. Martin 
Francis O’Flaherty Avas right in his opinion that it 
Avas from the principle of independent opposition llicy 
did it ? — Weil, I do not know ; I do not think it 
Avas. 

2641. {Chief Commissio}ier.) Was any person, 
except yoursell^ — Avas Mr. P. Blake or any of his 
friends, present at tlie meeting of the freemen ? — 

Oh, no ; it Avas myself entirely ; at the time Waldron 
has sAvorn as to the observation made by Mr. Blake, 
that gentleman A\'as at Welipark, a mile oufoi tlio 
town. I never suav Mr. Blake at (he liootli room, 
except on the night preA’ious, when he went to e.x- 
aminc the freemen’s lists. 

2642. Was any expression, to the eftect that the 
Bank of Ireland Avould not stand Gahvay, used ? — 

Oh, no ; Mr. Blake said he would not mind any legal 
expenses ; that he had moans enough for the purpose, 
but though ambitious to I'epresent his native toAvn, 
he Avould not Avish to represent it under circuinstimccs 
of bribery ; it Avas physically impossible I'or Mr. Blake 
to have knoAvn of these lists at the time lie resigned. 

I bad them in my pocket, and I had not shoAi'n them 
to anybody at the time. 

2643. At the time you say that the leading sup^- 
poi'ters of Colonel French Averc acting for Mr. P. 

Blake, Avas it generally believed (hat Colonel I'reiicli 
Avould not come Ibi-wm-d ? — Oh! yes ; I bclicA-c lie had 
AvithdraAvn an address he had put out at first, but I 
myself bad doubts that Mr. Blake Avoiild have stood 
for some mouths previous to fliiit. 

2644. Did you give Mi'. Blake any hlca of Avhat it 
Avould cost him to go to tlic poll on account^ of the 
freemen ? — ^No ; I had not made a calculation, and 
even if I bad I Avould not htive spoken to J\lr. Blake. 

II 3 
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2645. {Chief Commissioner.') You have a vote in 
this towji ? — t'es, I have. 

2646. Did you act for any of the candidates at the 
last election ?— I did, for Mr. O’Flaherty. ' 

2647. Were you engaged in spending any money 
for him ? — A little. 

2648. How much? — I got 10/. from Mr. O’Flaherty, 
not from Mr. O’Flaherty the member. 

2649. From Mr. Bernard O’Flalierty, was it ? — 
Yes ; I got 30s. from another young man ; I do not 
know what source it came from. 

2650. Do you forgot the person ? — A person named 
Sheridan. 

2651. Any more ? — No more, except what I ex- 
pended myself. 

2652. How much did you expend yourself ? — I 
think from 10/. to 12/. 

2653. Which you have never been repaid? — Never, 
and never expect it. 

2654. Wliat did you do with the money ? — I gave 
it away to different parties. 

2655. Was it in money payments, paying for goods, 
or entertainment ? — No, it was cash paid. 

2656. Can you recollect now the names of the per- 
sons to wliom you gave cash ?— I recollect some of 
them ; there was a man who is now dead, named 
Thomas Glynn, a stone-mason. I gave him some 
money, and I even paid for him, after he died, 14s. 
He was a freeman. 

2657. Any more names, do you recollect ? — There 
was a young man named Dan Walsh. 

2658. A freeman also ? — Yes. 

2659. Any one else ? — There was a baker, from 
Gort, who had a vote. I know him, for he is married 
to a friend of my own, but I forget the name at 
present. 

2660. Do you recollect any other name ? — There 
was another mason that I gave some money to also. 
1 do not recollect the name ; there was a great number. 

2661. Wer<! they small sums which you gave? — 
Alxnit 10.«., 12s., or J5s. 

2662. Were tlio payments, as an average, of that 
amount ? — Some were 1/., and some 30s., and some 
10s. ; and 1 might remark that some of them voted 
riglit opposite to the way I expected. 

2663. Against you, after all ? — Yes, indeed. 

2664. Wiiat you have now mentioned is all the 
money that you expended ? — Yes. 

2665. Did you pay for any entertainment ? — No ; 
but I gave orders on my own house to the extent of 
about 7/. or 10/. 

2666. flow much do you say the orders amounted 
to upon your own house ? — I gave, .1. flunk, 7/. or 10/. 
besides the ready money. 

2667. Have you not been paid ? — I have not. 

2668. You did it from your.self ? — I did ; and gave 
orders to some other men. 

2669. What were those orders for ? — Drink, prin- 
cijially. 

2670. Was that to be consumed while the election 
was going on, what is termed treating ? — It was. 

2671. For the freemen ? — For the freemen princi- 
pally. 

2672. Were you directed by any one to keep your 
house oju'n as a house of entertainment for voters ? — ■ 
Indec-d, 1 was not. 

2673. Did you do it all from yourself ?— All from 
myself. 

2674. Were yon ever directed by Mr. O’Fiahcrty, 
or any other person, to lay out the money upon them? 
— Quite to (he contrary. 

2675. By Mr. O’Flaherty ? — No; for T think, aljont 
nine o’tdock in the morning of tlic clay of polling, I 
spoke of the necessity of doing it, and he discoun- 
tenanced anything of the sort. 

267(). Wc'll, -was it from yourself, or Bernard 
O’Fluhcrty, or Dr. Browne, that the idea came of 



going on when he discountenanced it ? — It came from 
myself, for I think, if he recpiircd it, I would have 
paid 50/. that morning to have secured his election. 

2677. Were you among the freemen ’ before the 
polling ? — I was. 

2678. Had you any negotiation with them about 
their votes ? — They used to come to my house every 
evening. 

2679. Oil, they came to you themselves ? — I used 
to meet them in the streets and give them drink, and 
in that way the thing used to go on. 

2680. You were always an active friend of 
O’Flaherty’s ; were you not well known as a person 
anxious to secure his election ? — I believe so. • 

2681. You appear to have been so. Had you any 
negotiation with any of the trades, with the ship 
carpenters ? — I saw them at Martin Tiemey’s, not 
at my own place. I saw them frequently, drinking. 

2682. Was there any price put upon their votes by 
the freemen, or any of them ? — No. 

2683. Were- you present at any meeting where a 

price- was put upon the votes at the last election? 

No, I was not. 

2684. Were you engaged at all in the election of 
1852 ? — I was not, indeed. 

2685. But you were a pai-ty active at that time for 
Mr. Martin' Joseph Blake, your landlord? — I was for 
Mr. Blake at that time. 

2686. Was your house open at that time? — There 
was a 10/. order given, and the pai-tios received the 
amount in drink. Young Claa-e, I think, was the party 
that gave it. 

2687. Was that for Mr. Martin Joseph Blake? 

Yes. 

2688. Was it for treating? — I believe so. 

2689. For drinking and eating ? — No eating ; all 
drink. 

2690. Had you anything more to say to the ex- 
penditui-e of money in 1852? — No; I gave nothing 
more; I was not paid, and I did not lay out any, 
except it might be a few shillings. 

2691. Is that ail the evidence you can give? That 

is the principal. 

2692. Had you any dealings with the freemen ? 

No. 

2693. (Mr. Commissioner Leahy.) Mr. Martin 
Joseph Blake, your landlord, 1 believe, took psu-t 
against Mr. O’Flaherty at the last election ? — He did. 

2694. And it was for him you were anxious in 
1852? — I promised Mr. O’Flaherty, and I would not 
break my Avord. 

2695. Have you any reason to believe that he Avas 
angry Avith yon for having gone against him at the 
last election ? — Indeed I have every reason. 

2696. Hoav is that ? — I was a A'ery short time after 
processed by liim, which I never Avas before, for rent 
that Avas due, at the time of the election, of sin old 
house tliat fell in ; and, independent of that, I hold 
other premises from him, for which I sun served Avith 
notice to quit. 

2697. Do you know of any others, like yourself, in 
the same position ? — Well, I do not. 

2698. Who is his agent that receives the rent from 
you ? — Well, I believe bis agent is away at present. 

2699. What is his name ? — Mr. Donellan. 

2700. Did he speak to you for liaving gone against 
your landlord ? — He himself shook his head at me. 

2701. You said you gave this money from yourself, 
of necessity. From Avhat you knoAv of these freemen 
did you believe it Avas absolutely necessary to bribe 
them to get their votes ? — I considered it avos. 

2702. Or otherAvise you Avould not have expended 
the money ? But unless you gave them order.? for 
ten, sugar, Avhiskey, or drink, yon think they Avould 
have gone against your friend O’Flalierly ? — They 
Avould. 
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Doctor James Valentin'e Buowke reaallod and further cxauiiiiod. 

2703. {Chief Commissioner.) Have you made out 
a list of tlio voters for whom you sealed tickets ? — 

I have made out a list, not a complete hut a p:u-tial 
list, of the persons for -whom I scaled tickets. The 
list contains 102 names. Upon that list there is the 
name of one person, Jeffrey Murphy, who states that 
he did not receive any money. He admits receiving 
the ticket, but said he would not take any money 
upon it. I believe he is a very correct young man. 

The list was handed in, of which the folloxving is 
a copy : — 

List of Electors whose Tickets were sealed by 
Doctor J. V. Browne. 



John Barrett. 
Michael Bradley. 
Edwai-d Bird. 
Dominick Branuelly. 
Kelly Byrnes. 
Patrick Beatty. 

John Beatty. 

Joseph Butler. 

Peter Brorvue. 

John Cox. 

Michael Codyre. 
James Connor. 
James Copeley. 
Michael Connor. 
Michael Commons. 
Thonijis Commons. 
John Curreen. 

James Curreen. 

John Conneely. 



John Connor. 

John Cohen. 

John Connor. 

William Conneely. 

Pat Cooke. 

Pat Connell. 

John Callaghan. 
Michael Clancy. 
Michael Duggan. 
William Dempsey. 
Patrick Doherty. 
William Dowling. 
Patrick Daly. 

Patrick Dooley. 
Bai’tholomew Elwood. 
Michael Eardley. 
James FiuTell. 
Lawrence Forde. 
Thomas Finegan. 



Mortimer Faherty. 
Thomas Fahy. 

John Finegan. 
Timothy Glynn. 
Tlioni<as Glynn. 

John Griflin. 

William Gamble. 
William Granger. 
Michael Green. 

John Griffin. 

Peter Geraghty. 

James Glynn. 

Michael Glynn. 
Bartholomew Gannon. 
Martin Gannon. 
Andi-ew Halloran. 
Michael Plussey. 
Thomas Hobart. 
Patrick Holland. 
Edward Hynes. 
Pati-ick Irwine. 
Patrick Keuuy. 
Edwai-d Kelly. 
Timothy Kelly. 
Thomas King. 

•Tames Kelly. 

Patrick Kinneen. 
Peter Keogh. 

Martin Kciiniey. 
Patrick Lynskey. 
Patrick Lydon. 
Michael Lardner. 



Geoflry Murphy. 

John Melody. 

Patrick Madden. 
Martin M‘Donough. 
Thomas M'Loughlin. 
William M‘Loughlin. 
Patrick M‘Dermott. 
Patrick hi ‘Hugo. 
Patrick Murden. 

David Mvirden. 
Timothy Newell. 
James Lyncli Onnsby. 
Patrick O’Brien. 

John Quirk. 

Pati-ick Kyaii. 

James Ryan. 

Jolm Ryan. 

James Sergeant. 
James Shaw. 

Samuel Shaw. 

William Shaw. 

Cliaides Smith. 

Henry Syiuon. » 
Thomas Toole. 
Nicholas Vaughan. 
Martin Walsh. 

John Walsh. 

Timothy Walsh. 
Bartholomew Walsh. 
John Whelan. 

Daniel WaLsh. 

Patrick White. 



J)r. 

J. V. Broinie. 
2 Oct. 1857. 



Andrew Lynch sworn and examined. 



2704. (Chief ComTitissioner.) Were you engaged at 
the last election ? — 1 was. 

2705. For whom ? — Colonel French. 

2706. You were one of the petitioners against 
Mr. O’Flaherty’s return. Did you receive any money 
to expend at that election ? — I did. 

2707. How much ? — 1 got 30h 

2708. What did you do with that 307 ? — Well, I 
laid it out to the best ad^'antage, I considered. 

2709. .Just so ; well, but how ? — I kept it in my 
pocket, and gave it occasionally to men when I saw 
them, and ordering refreshments. 

2710. Who were the men to whom you gave refresh- 
ments ? — Well, I believe they were the majority of 
the town we had with us. 

2711. Could you toll who they were? — Well, 
indeed I did not much, mind ; friends of Colonel 
French. 

2712. Voters or not voters, whoever required re- 
freshment ? — ^Yes, indeed, I did not mind. 

2713. Did you lay out any of that 307 in a direct 
cash payment to any voter ? — gave in the one way 
for drink. 

2714. Did you give for drink ? — Yes, indeed ; I 
could not go to the puhlic-houses myself, and I gave 
it generally to the party in 17 or 27 

2715. What amounts did you give? — Mostly a 
pound 0)1 all occasions. 

2716. Would not a pound pay for a great deal of 
drink ? — For an immensity of people. 

2717. Was the pound for man himself and 
othei-s ? — ^It was usually to 40. 

2718. What did you pay 10s. for ? — A few ; the 
snialler the number the less I handed it, and I paid 
for bringing voters from the country. 

2719. Did you ever pass an account' for it ? — No. 

2720. Had you any account at the time ? — I never 
had. 

2721. Did you ever keep a list of the persons 
to whom you gave money ? — Never, except for my 
own information. It was only a memorandum ; I 



merely put it on the back of a letter at the close of 
the election ; I did not look after it. 

2722. Is that list forthcoming now ? — J. did not 
hold it aftenvards. I am quite certain 1 never kejjt 
it a day in my pockets ; I kept it just for my own 
information. 

2723. If you seai’cli for it at home, do you think 
you could get it ? — I am quite certain it is lost. 

2724. Do you know of the expenditure of any 
more money than that 307 ? — I do. 

2725. What ? — I paid, I think, about 177, previous 
to my getting the 30/., of my own money. 

2726. Was it from yourself? — Yes, my own 
money. 

2727. Have you been repaid that 17/. ? — I have. 

2728. By Colonel French ? — By his law iigent. 

2729. What did you do with that 17/. ? — I just 
paid it in the same way. 

2730. Was it for votes or entertainment ? — I never 
paid a fai'tlung for a vote. 

2731. Was it for entertainment? — And taki)ig 
voters from the country. I believe 1 -was the only 
person that had money to pay on that side. 

2732. What are you? — A balcer, amomherof the 
guild of bakers, and a freeman. 

2733. You had no whiskey or anything of tliat 
kind at your cstahlislnnciit ? — No, a linking esta- 
blishment. 

2734. Did you give out of your own establishment 
any bread, flour, or meal ? — I did. 

2735. llow much did you give in the wayof ijroad, 
flour, or meal out of your establishment at the last, 
election ? — To the host of niy recoliection about 10 or 
14 stone of meal and flour. They brought in a lot of 
men, and said, “ Tlicy do not drink, Init if I asked flip 
“ price of drink for them, you would give it, better give 
“ them a stoie of flour or meal for the price of it.” I 
turned to the boy, and I said. Give those j>nrties a 
stone of flour or meal. 

2736. Were they voters that were brought in ? — I 
could not exiictly say. 

II 4 



Andrew 
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2737. Ilnve you any doubt ? — I believe they were ; 
he said tliey \vere voters and friends to the cause. 

2738. How many per.sons did yon give that 
quantity of meal you mention among ? — Tliere were 
only three or four present when I ordered it. The 
man e.'cceeded iny orders, and I found that in my 
absence they had ordered meal from my Missus, and 
got it. 7 put a .stop to it on my return. 

2739. IIow much was supplied in that -way from 
your establishment ? — Ten or 14 stone of meal or 
flour. 

2740. Any more ? — There was no bread actually 
Ijakcd, but they miglit have got a loaf of bread or so, 
for the jjeople did not mind their business at the time, 
in fact they lost their business j but the persons who 
told me that they were teetotallers Avould take a 
small quantity of bread tlien. 

2741. Were they freemen ? — I believe they were. 

2742. Wore not the principal supporters of Colonel 
French freemen ? — Yes, they were. 

2743. Yon are a liaker, are you registered as a 
freeman ? — I am. 

2744. IIow many bakers are there freemen ? — I 
am registered as a freemen, and I have pride out of 
it. 

2745. How many bakers are there freemen ? — I 
should think bi'tweeu 20 and 25 or 30. I am not 
quite certain. 

2746. Are yon in the habit of meeting among your- 
selves ? — Not at ])resent. 

2747. But had you been formerly ? — Yes, there 

2748. I do not mean in reference to the election, 
but to the trade ? — There was a regular guild of the 
trade. 

2749. Was there a president ? — There is, or 
rather there was. 

2750. Were you that president? — No, indeed, I 
never was ; the last president of the master balcers was 
.Tolin Toole. 

2751. Have you rules and regulations as to your 
trade among yourselves ? Are -there rules and regu- 
hition.s as to every man being a baker, and fit to be 
admitted a freeman ? — Yes, they are very particular 
to admit tradesmen into the guild. 

2752. IIow often did they meet ? — Tliere was no 
meeting lately. 

2753. I do not mean lately, hut formerly ? — On 
Saturday nights. 

2754. And then you considered the rules for the 
eomluet of the members ? — Yes. 

2755. Have you taken part on behalf of the guild 
before Mr. Lynch, as to persons claiming to be 
freemen as bakers ? — I did not eluuice to be there on 
any of those occasions, and did not take part. 

2756. Supposing a person is claiming his freedom 
fi'om Mr. Lynch, has it been the habit to serve notice 
on the guild ? — I believe not. 

2757. Do you know beforehand what claimants 
thei'p are before Mr. Lynch for the freedom ? I am 
speaking as to your own guild ? — Ihelieve tliere is no 
inonns of knowing it except by attending there. 

2758. But have you any means of knowing before 

the da}' he sits ‘svlio it is that claims the freedom ? I 

believe not. 

2759. Is it the same as to the other trades ? 

I believe so. 

2760. Is there miy particular day on which Mr. 
Lynch sits |)eriodic.ally, or docs ho sit according to 
the a])plications ? — I cannot say j I think he sat 
according to the applications. 

2761. Have you over attended here when he was 

pre.siding ? have you ever taken an active jiart your- 
self in the admission or rejection of freemen ? No 

indeed ; never. 

2762. Have you ever known any person admitted 
who was not actually a balder ? — Well, I know jiarties 
who did not serve tlie proper apprenticesliip, without 
being indentured. 

2763. IVas the admission disapproved of by your 
guild ? — Why, they murmured among themselves. 



2764. Did the guild among themselves take any 
prominent part, saying among tlicmselves that such a 
man ought to be admitted or not ? — If there were 
some of them present they might object in the court 
house. 

2765. But not as a body ? they did not take regular 
steps for the purpose ? if you were present, would 
you state your opinion ? — Very likely indeedi would 
if I did not approve of the character of the man 
looking for his freedom. 

2766. Can any one open a baker’s shop ? can any 
one call himself a baker ? — It does not entitle him to 
call himself a baJeer, a man that opens a shop, but 
those who serve an apprenticeship. 

2767. That is what I want to know ? A baker 

must work at the trade. 

2768. If you take no part as a guild about it, is 
there not great danger that .a person having no title 
should be admitted by Mr. Lyncli, if such persons 
should offer themselves ? — I never knew an instance 
of it. 

2769. Is it that he would he afraid of your vim- 
lauce ?— I never knew an instanc.e of any one coming 
forward as a tradesman. 

2770. — Is the guild in the habit of meeting before 
an election to consider the election ? — I knew them 
to meet on some occasions. 

2771. Did they on this last occasion ? — I am not 
aware of it. 

2772. Did they in 1852 ?— They did in 1847 and 
1852. 

2773. When the guild meets before an election, are 
the claims of the candidates considered and discussed ? 
— Well, generally the character of the candidate is 
well known and discussed at their -work at home. 

2774. At the meeting of your guild, suppose there 
were different opinions in tlie room, one portion being 
in favour of one candidate and the other portion in 
favour of another, is it usual for the minority to be 
guided by the opinions of the majority ? — I neva- 
knew an instance of the bakers to be separated until 
the last ; they all went on the independent side, and 
they all wont that way in 1847 for Mr. O’Flaherty ; 
he was of their principles then. 

2775. Does that arise from your adopting the 
principle which I mentioned, of the minority being 
bound by tlie opinion of the majority ? — No, it docs 
not. 

2776. It arises from there being the same opinions 
and feelings, that is what I am to understand Irora 
you ? — Yes. 

2777. At the last election you say you did not 
agree ; could you tell me how many men went each 
way ? — I could not. 

2778. Did the majority go for Colonel French ? — 
They did. 

2779. You went for Colonel French yourself?— 
I did. 

2780. Did you know of any money paid them at 
the last election on your side ? — I do not believe they 
got anything. I do not know that I gave a baker, 
iilthough I have four or five men of my own. I do 
not recollect that I gave them 10s. for drink. 

2781. I am speaking of money as a bribe? — Oh, 
not in the way of a bribe ; I never gave a fai'thing, 
a glass of porter, or anything else. 

2782. I forget whether you said there had been a 

meeting of them before the last election ? There M'as 

in 1852. 

. 2783. No, T mean before the last election ; was 
there in 1857 ?— 1847, tliere was. 

2784. Was there a meeting in 1857 ? I am not 

aware ; I did not attend it. 

2785. In 1852 you say there was a meeting, and 
were you all of the same opinion in 1852 ? — Well, 
indeed, I think so. 

2786. Whom did you support in 1852 ? — Martin 
Joseph Blake. 

2787. Were you engaged in paying money yourself 
in 1852 ? — Well, indeed, I brought some votes to the 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



THE EXISTENCE OF CORRUPT PRACTICES IN THE COUNTY OF THE 



TOWN OF GALWAY. 



65 



poll in 1852, and I used my influence in every way I 
could. 

2788. Ai-e you a tenant of Martin Joseph Blake 

—No. 

2789. It was political friendship ? — Nothing more ; 
I consider him an honest, independent man. 

2790. And did the men in youi’ guild go with 
Martin Joseph Bluke in 1852 ? — I think they did to 
a man. 

2791. Did you divide your vote in 1852 with any- 
body ? — Yes, the greatest part of us split with Mr. 
O’Flaherty. I think I plumped myself for Martin 
Joseph Blake. 

2792. But j'ou think the great majority divided 
with O’Flaherty ? — I think so. 

2793. At the meeting of the freemen when Mai-tin 
Joseph Blake was a candidate, had they determined 
to support him ? — Well, to the best of my recollection 
they were determined to support hotli parties. 

2794. And against Lord Dunkellin ? Yes. 

2795. Ill 1852 do you know of money paid to your 
guild during or after the election ? — No, I do not 
recollect. I do not recollect indeed that they ever 
received anything more than a drink, a refreshment, 
or such as that. 

2796. That is those orders we heard of from 
Mr. Murphy or Mr. Clare, what I suppose were 
orders for goods ? — I do not recollect during that 
time that I gave orders for goods. 

2797. Had you any money in your hands in 1852 ? 
— No, but I believe tliere were 10 or 12 persons who 
voted for Martin Joseph Blake, whom I knewtobe 
very poor, and that they refused, by their own state- 
ment, a large amount for their votes from Lord 
Dunkellin, and I brought them in to Mr. Murphy, who 
was his acting attorney, and he told me, — “ Andrew, 
“ anything you wish to state for these parties, just 
“ mention on a sheet and I made out a list and gave 
it, and then it was suggested that I should put down 
something for myself'. I told him I would take 
nothing for myself, and that I considered I done 
nothing but what I was hound to do. He took the list 
and returned it again, and said it was considered too 
large ; I do not know whom he consulted with, but 
he told me it was considered too large, and that I 
should draw another. I drew a second one and got a 
cheque for the money ; I do not think it exceeded 10^. 

2798. Among how many people ? — There was one 
man got tliirty-five shillings ; the usual sums were 
ten shillings, fifteen shillings and a pound. Some of 
them were mere paupers, tliat I considered it as a great 
charity to give to, that they had made a great 
sacrifice. 

2799. Was any of these a person who had a vote ? 
— Yes, one of those that voted was a cripple, and 
supported nearly by charity. 

2800. At the time of voting had you any agreement 

with those persons to be remunerated after ? I do 

not recollect more than saying that they were going 
to vote for an independent man, and if I could do any° 
thing with him for them that I would. 

_ 2801. With your own guild you were very active ; 
did you take any part with the other freemen at any 
election, I mean the other guilds ? — I never mixed 
with them more than as fellow tradesmen. 

2802. Are you an active person among the others ? 
You evidently are among the bakers ? — A great many 
of tliem have confidence in me. 

2803. In 1852, did you hear anything among them 
ae to what they would have and claim as compensation, 
either under the name of compensation or payment 
for a vote, or on any other ground ? — No, indeed, I 
did not generally hear them speak. 

2804. But you ai-e aware the money was given, 
after and during that election at the time ? — I am 
aware, that so far as hearsay, I never had anything 
more to say in the way of giving a bribe for their votes. 
Ihese few pounds and orders I did not consider bribery, 

’ *^®y''’orked very hard, I thinV, 

1 freemen put forward any excuse as 

to their habit of taking bribes, as you appear to know 



them very well, except their loss of time ? — I do not 
consider they ai'e paid for it all, even if they got two 
or three pounds. Neglecting their business, moving 
about before and after the election, they are not at all 
compensated. 

2806. That is why they seek a charge of 31. ? 

The great bulk of the money I do not know how it is 
swallowed up, but it must be by the parties who get 
It to influence and tmpt them. I am sure they would 
be all honest men if they were not tempted by parties 
who pocket the money themselves. 

280’7. But you say this 31. is not more tlian com- 
pensation for their time and trouble? ludeed I 

think it would be better for them if they remained at 
home, and did not get the money at all ; it would be 
telling them more. 

2808. Did you ever know 37. or 57. given ainono- 
ratepayers, in 1852 or 1857 ?— I believe they are 
influenced in other ways. ■' 

^09. But you never knew of pecuniary payments? 

_ 2810. You say the landlords have a good deal of 
influence among the ratepaying classes?— Yes; parties 
not landlords at all events have influence. 

2811. That is, political power has a certain amount 
of influence, and the landlords also ? — Oh certainlv 
both. 

2812. But the habit of taking money, as I under- 
stand, is confined to the freemen ; can you mention 
any person, not a freeman, who got a sum of money 
in a direct way ?— I do not know. I often heard talk 
of the country voters getting their expenses coming 

2813. Was it for expenses ? — Likely. 

2814. Did you ever hear of any of them getting' 
money for voting ?— No ; but I lieai-d of lai-ge pro- 
prietors getting large sums for their tenants ; who 
were like flocks of sheep and cattle brought ftito the 
market. 

2815. Do you know anything yourself ?— Nothing 
more than hearing persons speak of it. 

2816. You were not present yourself? ^No ; they 

would not allow me to be present. 

2817. {Mr. Commissioner Leahy.) You are one of 
the principal men representing the freemen 5 and you 
were one of the petitioners on a recent occasion ? — 
Yes. 

2718. Lou are also one of those that support the 
rights of your brother freemen ? — Well, I believe so. 

2819. You and Greany, and a few more, are the 
leading men ?— Oh ! I do not say that ; I may be con- 
sidered such. 

2820. As you are an influential man, and as you 
represent the rights of the freemen, and know all 
about them, I wish to ask whether, in your opinion, 
men, to whom you give stones of meal or flour, for 
charity, some of them being but mere paupers, can 
be considered independent voters ?— I believe that 
they are obliged to attend to their business to support 
themselves, and when they ai-e not attending to their 
business, they cannot but require something. 

2821. Are you aware that a man, a freeman, who 
has got a vote for the town of Galway, and who 
wishes to mind his business, can come up and give liis 
vote, and need not lose any more time in reference to 
it? — I think that is what he should do. 

2822. Do you think then, that it is a fair claim 
for compensation on the part of those persons, when 
it is wholly unnecessary that they should go about 
losing their time, many of them fbr weeks together, 

that they should claim, and get about 37. apiece ? 

Well, I think, if they would not accept money alto- 
gether, they would have done better. 

^ 2828. You told us, just now, that you did not con- 
sider it a bribe ? I want to know how you moan that 
is not a bi-ibe ; is it not a bribe to a man to get 37. for 
loss of time for coming to vote, and going back again? 
—It is not that alone j there is generally a body of 
tradesmen who have influence on persons of theii- own 
business who attend. 

I 
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. 2824. If a man wislies to hear a speech on the clay 

of nomination, may he not go home, and come back 
again in two days to give his vote, and mind his 
business in the meantime ? — I do not say for his vote, 
but for liis time; he must rather attend the candidates 
on their canvass. 

2825. I put it to you, is not the loss of time gene- 
rally caused by their going about and looking to see 
what is going at the election ? — Certainly. I could 
not say. 

2826. Do not you believe it ? — I do not believe it, 
indeed. I do not believe that it is caused by their 
going about to see what is going, looking at it as the 
loss of time. 

2827. But do not you believe that the general 
intention is to see what is going on, and to see whom 
he will vote for, and to see if they can get a new can- 
didate, or to see who will come forwards ? — I do not 
agree in that. 

2828. Did you not take some part in the telegraph ? 
— Yes. 

■ 2829. To got a candidate ? — To get Colonel French. 

2830. To get some candidate ? — Certainly not. 

2831. Did you not liear them say they would get 
some candidate wlien they were refused by Mr. Patt 
Blake ? Were you not one of the men that went to 
Sir Thomas Redington ? — No, I was not. 

2832. Were you canvassed on the part of Mr. Patt 
Blake ? — I was, but I refused liira. 

2833. Your guild of bakers appears to be a small 
guild as compared to the others ? — I think it is. 

2834. You consider yourself as a more respectable 
guild than the brogue-makers ? — I believe we ai-e paid 
higher wages. 

2835. You are a higher class of men ? — Some of 
us get 30s. a week. 

2836. Do you know what the brogue-makers can 

earn, would you say that it is a respectable trade ? 

I tliink the brogue-inalcers can live very independently. 

2837. But do you think the bakers are a more 
respectable class of men ? — Well, tliey dress neater, 
I believe. A brogue-maker may be as honest a man. 

2838. T want to know if the bakers are less anxious 

to get money than some of the other guilds ? Well, 

indeed, I never knew the bakers to look for money 
in a body.' I heard that some of them refused it 
altogether. 

2839. Are any of those poor men to whom you 
thought it right to give flour, poor persons belonging to 
your trade ? — No, I do not recollect giving anytliing to 
a baker. 

2840. Did these poor men to whom you gave for 
charity belong to other guilds ? — I could not say what 
trade or profession they were. 

2841. But do you believe they belong to other 
guilds ? Do yon believe that among the 20 or 25 men 
of your guild there is a freeman who did not have a 
regular apprenticeship ? — They do not belong to the 
guild, but they have a vote, and T understand they are. 

2842. They were men who did not have any ap- 
prenticeship ? — They were not regnlaidy indentured. 

2843. They were not brought up to the trade ? — 
They worked a long time at it. They are good work- 
men, hut they are not regularly indentured. 

2844. How much would you give one of these poor 

men ii he was working as a journeyman for you ? 

I pay from 18s. to 1/. per week to the men. 

2845. Would not 3^. pay a man if he were out of 
employment for three weeks ?— Well, no, for they ' 
would rack their constitutions more than if they were 
at work. 

2846. But if they were racking their constitutions 
at night working for you, you would only give them 
18s. or something less ?— I say a man in the streets 
through an election goes tlu-ough more hardship than 
at any regular work. 

2847. You say you did not pay any money to a 
a voter at the election of 1852. Will you swear that 

after the voting you did not pay anything ? Oh to 

the best of my recollection, I got a cheque from Pat. 
Murphy and a list of those voters, and I went with the 



sums mentioned opposite to those parties names and 
gave it to them ; I went to where they lived to them 

2848. But the sum you gave in the list to Mr" 
Murphy was considered too large ? — Yes ; I believe j 
ch'ew a second list in his office. 

2849. You paid those sums of money to the voters 

that were on tJie second list ? — did the whole of it 
hut it was not a bribe. ’ 

2850. Of course not, it was compensation. How 

many did you give it to, did you give it to 20 ?— No 
I would say about 12 or 14. ’ 

2851. Did you not give to a greater number in 
1852, than 12 or 14 ? — No, I think not. 

2852. I think you said about the admission of free- 
men in the court by Mr. Lynch, that you came there 
once but they made such confusion you went away ? 
— I never came but very seldom. I believe Mr. 
Lynch has not sat during the last four or five years more 
than three or four times. I believe so, I cannot be 
correct. 

2853. Then how many times were you in the court- 
house during the last four or five yeai-s when he was 
admitting the freemen ? — I do not knowwhetherl was 
ever present in the place more than twice in my life. 

2854. Do you remember that a man named Connor 

stated that other bakers had interfered to keep him 
out of the freedom for a long time ? that persons com- 
bined against him for some improper reason to keep 
him out of the freedom ? are you aware of it ? No. 

2855. Do you know a man named James Connor ? 
— Well, I know a man that worked as a lahourino- 
man in the bakehouse ; he never regularly served an 
apprenticeship ; he told us he was a man that liad 
regularly served his time. 

2856. Do you remember at your guild any deter- 
mination to oppose him? — I never attended ameeting 
of the guild since I became a master except on an 
occasion such as an election. 

2857. Except at an important time you did not 

attend. How long is it since you became a master ? 

•About 3 years since. 

2858. Do you know anything of Connor’s case ? 

No indeed; not more than hearing the men say that 
he did not serve an apprenticeship. 

2859. Have you bear’d it complained of by the 
tradesmen in the town, that some men got their free- 
dom who were not properly entitled ? — I heard they 
made objection. 

2860. Did you consider this objection to he made by 
the trade to those who were admitted by Mr. Lynch 
as not proper men ? — I might have heard it. 

2861. Have you bear’d it? — I cannot say indeed. 
Very likely many a person might say, such a person is . 
not entitled to his freedom. 

2862. But I am asking you if such a complaint -was 
made among the trade ? — I have not heard it 
generally. I know I heard a brother of mine was 
objected to as a member’ of the guild of bakers. 

2863. Why ? — .He served his apprenticeship to a 
brother of mine who is a boot and shoemaker; his 
health got impaired and he was obliged to become a 
baker, and he got it on that trade. 

2864. Well, was he opposed ? — He was, I believe, 
by some one in the crowd. 

2865. By some of the bakers was it ? — Yes ; but 
not with the approbation of the guild, I believe. 

2866. But he was admitted ? — Yes. 

2867. To whom did you account for the 307. that you 
got ? — Well, I knew there was that confidence ; I felt 
it within myself, that I did not bother myself giving 
any account. 

2868. Did you think when you got tlie money tliat 
there would be no account required, and if that was 
so, why did you not make a memorandum ? — Well, I 
was surprised at the money getting so little in my 
pocket, and for my own information I looked at the 
list, and totted it up, and I believe I handed back 
30 or 40 shillings. 

2869. To whom ? — To Mr. McGoveren, I think; it 
was paid to the freemen of the country that was 
brouglrt in. 
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2870. You said that you kept money also in your 
pocket, and according as you went about the town you 
gave a little help to those men who were grumbling, 
to keep their mouths shut ? — I never gave money as a 
bribe. 

2871. Oh no, never; only to keep them quiet ? 

Only one man asked me for money, and I bid him be 
off with disgust; and he voted against ue. 

2872. You said, “ Do not ask for money, but I will 
“ give you meal ”? — I never bothered myself to under- 
stand it. 

2873. You never thought it a bribe giving meal or 
flour or orders for drink ? — I gave one or two orders, 
but I was paid immediately after. 

2874. But did you not consider any of them bribes? 
— I did not indeed. 

2875. And therefore when you gave them, you 
considered them fair compensation ? — I gave it at the 
time to treat their pai-ty, or whoever else was in 
company with them. 

2876. {Mt. Commissioner White.) How many of 
tlie guild of bakers keep shops in the town, would you 

• — It is usual rule adopted by the guild, that 

when a man keeps a shop he ceases to be a member of 



the. guild, or to attend their meetings; I believe thoro a j r x 
are not more thaji one or two. Andre^ynch 

2877. I understood you to say there are but ' 2 Oct. 1887 . 

2 o bakers freemen m the torvn of G-alway. I wanted 

to know how many of these are persons that keep 

houses, who are, in fact, master bakers? — At present I 
do not know more tlian one and myself. 

2878. Is not Jolm Oliver a master baker? I 

believe there are three, but as to Connor I am not 
certain about him. 

2879. {Chief Commissioner.) Is there an action 
pending against you ?— Tliere was. 

2880. Were you served with what is called a 

summons and plaint ? I was. 

? McNevm, the petitioning agent 

for Mr. O Flaherty ; but I have not heard much about 
it lately. 

2882. Is there anything more you wish to state ?— 

I wish to state that Mr. Bernard O’Flaherty has men- 
tioned that he gave me 41. 4s., there was not a penny 
ot that went into my own pocket ; there was none of 
ri for myself. I paid it all for voters. It was during 
Mr. Monahan s election. 



James Martin sworn and examined. 



2883. (Chief Commissioner.) Your name has been 
mentioned some way in connexion with the accounts 
of Mr. Anthony O’Plaherty, had you anything to say 
to Lord Dunkellin ? — I was anxious as to his return. 
I was in one of the booth rooms where I thought Mi\ 
O’Flaherty’s interests were not properly represented, 
merely as his friend. I went to assist his agents in 
bringing up to the poll, and the men gave me the tickets 
and I gave them to his agent After polling, three or 
four men came to me for their cards. I searched for 
the eai-ds, and after some time I got them and gave 
them back ; I did not know what the object of it was 
until three or four hours afterwards. 

2884. But had you anything to say yourself to the 
plan of the pigeon hole ? — I had not. 

2885. You wish to state that in giving them cards, 






2886. Did you know before the polling was over ’ 
—Oh, I_he.ard during the day ; the men desired me to 
put the initials of the candidates on it to show how 
they voted. 

2887. At the time you were doing that, were you 
aw^e what the object of it.was?— Not for the &-st 
hall dozen or dozen. 

2888. After that did you know- ?— I knew the obiect 
was to show the agent. 

_ 2889. Could you give us the number of persons vou 
initialed for ? — No. 

2890. Do you know anything further than Di- 
Broume has told us ?— Nothing further. ■ 



-He 



2891. (Chief Commissioner.) May I ask what is 

your occupation ? — I am an assistant to Mr. Doncllan 
the solicitor. ’ 

2892. Do you live in G-alway ? — I do. 

2893. Have you lived long here ? — I was born here. 

2894. Have you lived here all your life ? Yes. 

2895. Is Mr. Donellan’s office in the town ?— 
has also an office in Dublin. 

2896. But you transact his business for him ? I 

act here. 

2897. You are very well acquainted with the town, 

and county of the town, and the people ? I am. 

2898. Do you vote at the elections ? — I do. 

2899. How are you registered ? — A leaseholder. 

2900. Have you been engaged at the elections ? I 

have been registered for a long time. I believe in 
1847 or 1849 I was first registered. 

2901. But you have been concerned at the two last 
elections ? — I have. 

2902. And voted ? — Not in 1852. 

2903. But you have in 1857 ? — ^Yes. 

2904. Did you take an active paid iu the last elec- 
tion ?— I did. 

2905. For whom ? — Colonel French. ' 

2906. Colonel Fi-ench alone ? — For Colonel French 
alone. 

2907. Did you plump for him ? — I split for Lord 
Dunkellin on the faith that his party would vote for 
Colonel French. 

^ contrary, they broke 



Flan Keary sworn and examined. 

2909. Are you well acquainted witli the freemen ? 

2910. Had you any money in your hands for Colonel 
Trench at the last election ? — Not a farthing. 

291 1. Did you lay out any money of your own ?~ 
Not a farthing. 

2912. Do you know of auy money laid out on his 
paid 111 purchasing votes ?— Not a farthing. 

2913. Do you know of any money for treating ? I 

heard it for the first time here yesterday. 

2914. Beyond that 30Z. laid out by Mr. Lynch do 

you know of anything ? — No. ’ 

2915. H.™ you influence among the freemen or 
any class of yotera ; aa-e yon in tile haWl of moeting 
imd oaunassing them ?— I was canvassing them 

7" f»r Colonel French at 

this last election ? — 1 did. 

2917. Hoiv long before the last election was it that 
Coionol Fremh flrst offered himself as a candidato for 
Galway ? 77ell, I think it was some weeks befooe 
the election. 

2918. Were you at that time favourable to his 
claims : — ^I was. 

2919. Did you canvass with him at all that time ’ 

I did when he came to Galway. 

2920. Did you go about among the constituency ? 

I did every day -with Colonel French, everywhere. 

2921. Colonel French retired then for tlie fii-st time ? 
— Oh, he did not enter Galway the first time, he 
addressed it. 

12 



Flan Keary. 
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2922. He did not come to Galway before Mr. Pat 
Blake appeared in the field ? — No, after. 

2923. Did you give or intend to give your support 
to Mr. Pat Blake ? — I did when Colonel French 
retired. 

2924. The first time Colonel French was a can- 
didate, did he come to Galway ? — Not at all. 

2926. Did you see him ? — No. 

2926. Had you any communication with him ? do 
you know how he came to withdraw, or was it his 
friends who withdrew his claims ? — ^No, nothing of 
tliat sort. 

2927. Had you yourself, the first time he issued the 
address, canvassed the town ? — ^No, I did not canvass 
until he came. 

2928. After he withdrew, was it then Mr. Patt 
Blake first came into the field ? — I think it was. 

2929. Did Mr. Pat Blake canvass you ? — I was 
canvassing with Mr. Blake. 

2930. For Mr. Blake ? Did you promise to support 
liim ? — I did. 

2931. Of course you knew him professionally ? — 
Oh, I would go to Dublin to serve him if I could. 

2932. He is a townsman and a biUTister, and you 
would have been a wai-m friend of his if he had 
continued as a candidate ? — I would. 

2933. Did you take an active part along with his 
friends at this preliminary meeting that we have been 
told of ? — ^Yes. 

2934. Were you at the final consultation when lie 
withdrew ? — No, I was not at it. 

2935. Were you at any of the meetings where the 
lists were lianded in ; were you with Mr. Butler at 
all or WHS he by himself ? — I met him in the committee 
room ; he called it the booth room, but it was the 
committee room. 

2936. Were there others of Mr. Blake’s friends 
there as well as you and lie ? — There were. 

2937. Were you at the final consultation with 
Mr. Michael Morris of which we heard ; that at which 
it was said he wouldnot succeed ? — Yes ; Mr. Morris 
showed me the calculation of the voters that he had 
made out, and he complained that Lord Claiu'icarde did 
not keep his word. 

2938. I only want to know if anything was said 
about the expenses of the election ? — No, it was the 
way he liiid been treated by Lord Clarricardc. 

2939. After tliat tijne Colonel French came to 
G olwiiy ; I think he came on Sunday evening ; did you 
canvass the voters with him on that Sunday evening ? 
— I do not think we were canvassing t)n Sunday 
evening, I canvassed on the Saturday previous. 

2940. Do you know anything about the deputation 
to Sir Thomas Eedington ? — I tvas “ teetotally ” 
against it. 

2941. Will yon tell me who went upon it ? — A man 
named Higgins, a ratepayer, a mad sort of a fellow, 
who got two or three to accompany him. 

2942. What is his name ?■ — Higgins. 

2943. Who else ? — I only just heard of it ; it was 
lie that got it up. 

2944. And you were entirely opposed to it ; how 
many went ? — The Avhole number of them that went 
to Sir Thomas Eedington I could not tell. 

2945. Do you know whedier they wa-e numerous 
or few ? — Just a carfull ; a car brought them there 
and back. 

2946. Were you a party to the telegraph for Colonel 
French ? — I was not. 

2947. But did you know that it was to be done ? 

I did after. 

2948. Were you engaged in the election of 1852 ? 
—I was. 

2949. For whom were you engaged ? — Lord 
Dimkellin. 

2950. Had you anything to say to the money 
arrangements ? — No. 

2951. You heai-d it stated before the Commissioners 
that it cost him 2,000Z.? — I was present at agooddeal 
of that going on. 



2952. You knew that it cost a good deal, could you 
give any clue to what become of that 2,000?. ?— There 
were parties who got money as you heard here, from 
50?. to 60?. each, to go among the freemen and 
bribe them, and my fii-m conviction is, tliat the free- 
men would get a pound or something less, but the 
others who got the money kept it in their pockets. 

2253. Could you give me the names of the persons 
who got the money at that time ? — McDermott got 
50?.; he came in one evening, and he drank and turned 
his stomach in my presence, and wanted 50?. more. 

2954. What is McDermott’s Christian name ? 

Pat McDermott. 

2955. Where is lie now ? — He is in Australia. 

2956. He got one 50?.; did he get any more ? 

He called for 50?. more that evening, but he was 
drunk and would not get it. 

2957. But you think he did not dona fide lay out 
that amount ? — I am confident he kept it. 

2958. Can you tell me any one else ? — Cross too. 

2959. Where is Cross ? — He ran away to America. 

2960. Tell us some that ai-e hei'e, if you can ? 

Mr. Eush mentioned to me, that Mr. James Fahy the 
pawnbroker got money. 

2961. You do not know the exact amount ?— No. 

2962. Do you know any otliei* agent active in 
laying out money ? — Considine got money. 

2963. Do you recollect any other who was active 
at the time in laying out the money? vi’e certainly have 

not found wliat became of that 2,000?. yet ? Oh ! 

there were several other pai'ties who got a lot of 
money. 

2964. Is there any other besides McDermott whom 
you suspect of not transmitting the money to the right 
quarter ? — I suspect the whole of them. I will tell 
you the reason why. Mr. Rush told me that So-and- 
so had got money, mentioning their names; that was 
given for a certain purpose, to bribe the freemen, and 
to go round and secure them; and on inquiiy I found 
that they did not do any such thing. I heard among 
the freemen that they did not get the money at 
all proportionate to what Mr. Eush had given for 
the purpose, and among them were a good deal who 
had refused money, and would not liave it all. 

2965. Did you yourself lay out any? I think you 
said you did not ? — I think I laid out 3?. or 4?., for 
a mob in the street that was following me. I do 
not think tliey were voters. 

2966. Then, as far as you were concerned yourself, 
you cannot tell, as you did not directly pay money to 
a voter ? — Directly or indirectly never to the amount 
of 15s. did I give to a freeman, and I attended every 
contested election, and they knew me myself to be 
very active. 

2967. Wliat was your department at the election 
of 1852 ? — was attending at all the booths. 

2968. And overseeing matters? — That election was 
veiy badly conducted, because every man I met was 
drunk; and they had two strange solicitors from 
other towns, in the booths. I can give the. whole 
history of that election. 

2969. Have you had much intercourse among the 
freemen ? — I had, particulai-ly so at the last election. 

2970. But the last, I believe, was the imrcst 
election you ever had in GaJ-way ? — Yes. 

2971. You have been often employed at the county 
of the town of Galway elections, and you are vciy 
well acquainted with the freemen, and also with the 
other voters ?■ — I am. 

2972. Now what proportion, in your opinion, do 
the corrupt bear to the incorrupt ? — Of the freemen, 
is it ? ' 

2973. Yes ? — They are some of them corrupt, I 
regret to say. 

2974. I suppose the very poor ? — I think some of 
the poor are as faithful and as honest men as I ever 
met. 

2975. How many freemen, do you think, would 
require payment at an election, either for their votes, 
or by way of compensation for time ?— Well, indeed, 

I should say about 100, 
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2976. Supposing that you had a candidate coming 
liere to lay out money — is that the estimate you 
would give him of the numbei' that you would have 
to give money to ? — I think I would be safe in say- 
ing that number. 

2977. Weil, do you think that this limit to the 
number would be owing to your judgment in selecting, 
that an unskilled man might have to lay out more — 
a strange attorney for instance ? — I think you are 
right in that remark. 

2978. But in the course of your experience you 
have not found more that would take a bribe ? — I 
never spoke to them in that way. 

2979. How many of them are well off? — Some of 
them are well off ; one man, yesterday, was charged 
with taking a bribe, and I knew him to be very well off| 
Michael Sullivan, tliat was stated to be on Mr. CiU'ter’s 
list. 

2980. Is it your opinion that the number you have 
mentioned, the corrupt 100 of the freemen, could 
turn the scale ?— Well, I think they could. 

2981. - Among the 8h constituency, have you found 
any corruption — I mean, by corruption, taking money 
in the way of which we have been speaking ? — I do 
not say ; I cannot say that ; I think some of them, if 
they got it, might take it as well as the freemen. 

2982. But they have not got it ? — I do not know 
that; I would not say. 

2983. (Mr. Commzssioner Leahy.) Do you mean to 
say that you did not heai- during the last election that 
there was treating, or that there were orders given on 
the par-t of Col. fVench whilst you were canvassing ? 
— No, on the contrary, I was inquiring, and I find 
there was some slight refreshment given to some very 
poor people who were to remain up the night before 
the polling. I was not even in the house where it 
was given. I was in Jlr. 0‘Flaherty’s office up to 
one o’clock in the morning, when I went to bed and 
was up again at four. 

2984. You say you were anxious for Mr. Blake at 
the time he was before the electors, and you heai-d 
about the lists ?— It is right to say that Mr. Butler 
went round and desired tlie persons to bring the lists; 
he did that to my own knowledge. 

2985. You heard that from Mr. Butler ? — Yes, he 
was canvassing for the purpose. 

2986. You did not know that several of the free- 
men were looking for money ? — ^No ; because Mr. 
Butler did not tell me any such tiling. He told me his , 
canvass was most successful among the freemen. 

2987. You yourself were going among the freemen. 
Did none ever say to you that they would expect to 
be remunerated, or say, “ Mr. Keary, will you look 
after us ?” — Some of them asked me to get them ap- 
pointed agents. 

2988. That was to be paid as agents ? — It is a 
practice got up by the bribery here, sending agents 
with large sums of money among the freemen and in- 
ducing them to vote. 

2989. You call that eolourably, agents ? — I know 
some of them made excellent agents. I think it ricrlit 
to state tliat it was I engaged Campbell as Lord Dun- 
kellin’s agent, and I believe he worked three months 
previous to the election at the registry ; he knows all 
the freemen. 

_ 2990. Can you take it on yourself to say that he 
did not get anything more than the 3^. ? he appeared 
to the Court to have received 37. for his vote, and you 
now say it was for services ? — And what is more, to 
the best of my knowledge he did not vote at all. 

2991. How do you account for his not voting ? I 

think he was an inspector in a booth for Lord Dun- 
kellin, and Mr. Donellan would not allow him to 
vote. 

2992. You were an agent in 1852 ; were you cou- 
hned to a booth ? — No, I was going about generally. 

2993. None of the money was handed to you ? 

ihere was money offered to me to spend at the 
election. 



_ 2994. And what reason did you give for refusing 
d . — Oh, that is no matter now. ° 

2995. Why did you refuse the money ? That is the 
first instance I have heard of any man in Galway 
doing so? — Mr. O’Shaughnessy was present. They 
came with a large sum of money, and several persons, 
Mr. Cross and a whole lot, were deciding to give 
some of them sums of 57., 107.. and 207. 57. was left 
in a hat, and 107. was offered to me, and I refused to 
take it. 

2996. For what purpose was that money given ? — 
Uh, tor going out with. I was not an agent for that 
purpose at all. 

2997. _Was the 107. offered to you for the purpose 

of spending or of putting in your own ])ocket ? l<'or 

the purpose of going out among the voters, and I 
declined it. 

2998. You declined it, and said that was their 

business ? — ^I said that was not my department 
at all. ‘ 

2999. You declined the money ; do you know what 
became of it ? — I know there was money paid out : I 
^w them going up and down. 

3000. _ The money that was spent hy Lord Dunkellin 
and on his behalf amounted, you have heard, to 20007. ? 
— So I heard. 

3001. Did that large expenditure on the part of 
Lord Dunkellin, in 1852, from what you saw lead to 
Mr. Martin J. Blake or his friends being obliged to 
spend money also ? — Yes. 

3002. There was a great deal of drinking going on ? 
— The town was in a most frightful way. 

3003. (Chief Commissio7ier.) That was in 1852 ? 

Yes. 

3004. (3Ir. Commissioner Leahy.) Do you think 
that hu-ge expenditure on tlie part of Lord Dunkellin 

forced Mr. Blake’s friends to spend money too ? 

I do. 

3005. If it were not for that, yon think Mr. Blake’s 
influence and position would have rendered it uuneces- 
saiy to spend so much ? — There was a great deal 
going ou both sides. 

^ 3006. You had nothing to say to the money ? 

No, but I was watching and inquiring wliat they 
were doing ; and I told Mr. Rush the money was not 
given at all, and I do not think the money was 
expended but was kept by them. 

3007. You think so ? — I am sure of it. 

3008. k ou do not know it of your own knowledge, 
and supposing these persons had given it to poor 
freemen ? — I knowl hope tiiey will give an account of 
it on that table. 

3W9. Do you think it likely that a man who took 
a bribe, when you came in afterwards aud questioned 
him, would be disposed to tell the truth ?— I mrnle 
the inquiry. He told me so much money was given 
for certain guilds, and they said it was the first they 
had heard of it. 

3010. Might they not liave got it and not have told 

you afterwards? You cannot say they did not get it ? 

My belief is that they did not get it, but they ai'e here 
and will tell it. 

3011. Were you going about with Colonel Frencli ? 

You did not canvass for him at all the first time lie 
was up, while he was still in London ? No, 

3012. The only time you had to canvass for him- 
was after he arrived on the Sunday ? — I commenced 
ou the Saturday before he came here. 

3013. Did you canvass many fi-eemen that clay ? 

A good many, aud ratepayers. 

_ 3014. But did any of the freemen on that Saturday 
give any hint wlietlier they were to be compensated ? 

— On the contrary, they did not. 

3015. Did you hold out any prospect that they 
would get renumeration, or any prospect whatever ? 

— On the contrary, I tojd them that as they had 
called on the gentleman, I hoped they would behave 
faithful to him. 

13 



Flan Keary. 
2 Oct, 1857. 
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Flan Keary 3016. Somebody here said, some gentlemen canvass- 

ing for Colonel French gave a hint that he had 

2 Oct. 1857. important Indian patronaije ? — Oh, that was not me ; 
I believe Greany referred to that. 

3017. At the time the freemen believed that Colonel 
Fi-ench’s coming forward would have led to a contest, 
did they not ? — They did. 

3018. Now, if there were freemen anxious to get 
money, do not you think, in putting Colonel Frendi 
forward as a candidate, they thought he could either 
give money himself or oblige the other two to do so ? 
— Tliey were perfectly aware that Colonel French 
would not give a shilling. 

3019. But Colonel French standing obliged the 
other two to give money, was it not calculated to do 
it ? — So it did do it. 

3020. {Chief Commissioner.') What time did the 
bribery commence, are you aware ? — It did not com- 
mence until 10 o’clock. I saw the agents in all the 
bootlis putting their names on the back of the cards ; 
then I knew that the bribery had commenced. 

3021. {Mr. Commissioner heahy.) You said Colonel 
French’s coming forward led to this expenditure ? — 
He would have been returned by a majority of 200, 
but for the system that was adopted. 

3022. Getting Colonel French to come forward 
therefore led to bribei-y ? — No doubt of it, some portion, 
of course. 

3028. Is it your opinion, that Colonel French would 
have been returned, but for the money that was spent 
on voters ? — No doubt of it, by a large majority. 

3024. {Mr. Commissioner Whited) Had Colonel 
French retired before Mr. Blake came forward ? — I 
think so ; there is a letter in town which stated that 
lie would not come forward. 

3025. Because, at first', I understood you to say that 
the retirement of Colonel Fi-ench took place on hear- 
ing that Mr. Blake would stand ? — So I thinlc. 



3026. Whicli do you think occun-ed first, in point 
of time, the retirement of Colonel French, or the 
coming fonvard of Mr. Blake ? — I could not say. 

3027. The assizes were going on at the lime, that 

may help you to remember. Do you believe that the 
retirement of Colonel French from his first candidature 
was altogether to be attributed to the rumour that 
Mr. P. Blake would come forwai-d ? — I cannot say 
that now. ^ 

3028. {Mr. Commissioner Leahy.) How many 
elections have you been at in the town of Galway ? 
Were you at the election of 1847 ? — I was, and at tlie 
election before that, at the election of Andrew Lynch; 
that was where the bribery first commenced in the 
contest between himself and Sir Valentine Blake. 

3029. {Chief Commissioner.) You do not recollect 
before the Reform Bill ? — No, since 1832. 

3030. {Mr. Commissioner Leahy.) But since 1832 
you have been present at tliem all ; did you ever.know a 
contested election in Galway, at which money was not 
freely going ? . — It commenced with Andrew Lynch 
he was the first that commenced to bribe.' 

3031. Was there always money going at contests 
here ? — Money always going. 

3032. Did you hear- that a good deal of money was 
paid in bribery and treating here at eveiy contest that 
you knew ? — Oh, I believe there was. 

3033. Was tliere any money paid in 1847, for 
bribery ? — Oh, there was. 

3034. Was that a bad election? — It was bad 
enough, they were all bad enough ; it was a particu- 
larly bad one. 

3036. {Mr. Commissioner White.) Is it your opinion 
that all the money which we have heai-d went at this 
election was spent among the 100 freemen you spoke 

of as being the only corrupt portion of the body ? 

think so. I could not say. 



Mr. James Cook O’Shauohnessy recalled and further examined. 



3036. {Chief Commissioner.) Do you desire to state 
any matter relating to Mr. Keary’a evidence ? — I desire 
to mention tliat in an account of mine made out in the 
year 1852, which I now produce {account handed in), 
an item appeai-s in reference to Mi\ Keaiy which I 
thought it proper to put in whilst he was liere. It is 
an account of money paid into my hands in 1852 for 
Lord Dunkellin ; and the way in which I disbursed 
it ; and among the items I find an entry that I handed 
to Flan Keary 101^. 

3037. {Chief Commissioner to Mr. Keary.) Do you 
hear this statement ? — I refused to take it. 

3038. {Mr. Commissioner I.eahy to Mr. Keary.) 
But there it appears you got it ? — It was offered to me, 
but I did not get it. 

3039. {Chief Commissioner to Mr. Shaughnessy.) 

Do you wish to add any any further observation ? 

This entry was made by me, and this is a draft of my 
account, showing how I disbursed the money that 
came into my hands in 1852. I took it off the file 
this morning. I had not seen it for some years, but 
I made search for it and found it this morning. I find 
I received from Mr. Richard Carter 201. I received 
from Mr. Matthew Rush 301. 



3040. {Mr. CommissioJier Leaky.) Does that ac- 
count show how you received and disbursed it ? — ^It 
does ; and it shows an entiy of “Handed to Mr. Flan 
“ Keary, out of Mr. Richard Carter’s money, 101. 

3041. Is that a correct entry ? — It is, and he got it 
unquestionably. 

3042. Did he get it out of a hat, for he said lie 
refused money ? — I recollect nothing about that. 

3043. {Chief Commissioner to Mr. Keary.) Do you 
desire to add anything ? — O’Shaughnessy offered me 
101. and I declined talcing it. I refused to take it. 

3044. {Mr. Commissioner Leahy.) Do you swear 
that you did not take it ?— Distinctly. 

3045. {Chief Commissioner to Mr. O' Shaughnessy.) 
Do you say anything fm’ther in reference to this mat- 

^ — Well, I will sweai- on my oath that this account 
was made out at the time, that it is perfectly correct 
in all its items, and that the item of 101. is correct. 

3046. {Mr. Commissioner Leahy.) Could you take 
upon yourself to say for what that 101. was given ?— 
I see some items marked for private disbursements, 
and this is of the same class as these items. 

3047. And was that payment to Mr. Keaiy for the 
purpose of disbursement by him the same as the 
otliers ? — ^It was. 



Mt. 

P. M. Lynch. 



Mr. Patrick M. Ltnch recalled, and further examined. 



3048. {Chief Commissioner.) Do you know whether 
the freemen are as numerous now as formerly ?— In- 
1832, after the passing of the Reform Bill, they 
increased very lai-goly; they have not been increasing 



much latterly — ^from my own knowledge I cannot say, 
I always considered that there were somewhere about 
400 at that time. 
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Mr. ILuiiis Joseph Blake, sivom ami oxAmined. 

3049. {Chief Commissioner.) 2iave a lai-ge oaiTlv af im, L.afa a i , 

property within the county of the town of Galway®? Election practices* ’ **“* '<“ 

— I have 80 me nronertv in ifi. ifi is nnf vai-w ina.rvA. t aa-cn K„. 



— I have 80 me property in it, it is not very lai-ge'j I 
wish it were larger; I cannot call it large. 

3050. I think I have heai-d tiiat you have 90 tenants 
who have votes ? — I really do not know that I have. 

3051. You do not know ?_I do not indeed; I did 
not, except upon one occasion, and I inquired on one 
occasion for a particulai’ purpose. 

3052. How many had you on that occasion ? I 

think I had 80, that was on one occasion. 

3053. We have been informed that you have 90? 
— Perhaps I have. 

3054. You never made inquiry how many you had? 
— ^Except what I told you. 

8055. Did you take any part in the last election ? 
—I took a part as the friend of Colonel French, and 
a friend of the cause he has promised to support, the 
cause of purity of election and freedom; he was 
neai-er to my views in politics than any other gentle- 
man that started. 

3056. Did you pay any money on account of Colonel 
Fi-ench at the last election ?— At the last election, 
not a farthing. 

3057. Is Mr. Pierce Joyce an agent of yours ? Oh 

no, he is a gentleman; I might as well call one of you 
gentlemen my agent. 

3058. You seem surprised at my asking the question 

whether he was an agent,— is he a great friend of 
yours ? — Certainly " ‘ ' 

greatest. 



3072. What was the cause of it being served?— 
• e held some premises of mine, at least my agent 
told me, that lie was either in ai-reai- or that tliere 
was something wrong about some time ago, perhaps a 
year ago and my agent, I believe,— this I have from 
ray agent and no oue else,— and my agent, I think, 
tiled to recover pajmient on that occasion, and I 
believe he swore before the barrister. 

_ 3073. Was it at the last assizes ?— Yes, that he had 
f ‘0 tlie agent, and the barrister 
decided that my agent should come forwai-d and dis- 
prove It. 

3074. It was not oil apcount of his vote, that is 
all I want to know ?— I helieye that on the last occa- 

IT “TS'?™ ““.‘o «>• «»tiTe part against 

me, and that amongst the rest was Mr. Gill 

3075 Y'ou TOi-o yourself a member for the county 
of the town of Galway ? you were returned at thi 
eleetioa of 1852, that was the last time you were 
returned ? — Yes. 

JOE «rst a caudidate or returned ? 

— J.n J oo2, 

3077. Did you succeed or fail then ?— I was not 
returned at the first election, but I succeeded, because 
I petitioned. 

3078. On petition ? — ^Yes. 

3079. Did you represeul the town then from that 

iriofl llTi tn IStyO ? T A-Jt Ai- _ . A. . , 



. _ lAiciiu ui avij. JJICI you represent the town then from that 

friend ; one of my period up to 1852 ?— I represented the town I took 



out at the election of 1857 ? No. 

3060. Did you give any contribution or subscrip- 
tion? — No. 

3061. Did you pay anything for entertainment or 
ti-eating ?— No, not a farthing ; not one farthing. I 
always set my face against these practices. 

3062. You had no pecuniary connexion with the 



^AroAu.vAA ..A., Aivu ucciucu uHtu tlieu. I took my seat 
then, and I continued to represent the town until the 
last dissolution of Parliament 

3080. Were you retuniod in 1832 by the operation 

oi a scrutiny — was that what returned you ? It could 

be scarcely called a scrutiny. I will tell you how it 
happened. ■" 

3081. Was it that voters who were not qualified to 



3063. Aud what counexiou had you ?_I sub- ™ro very well gualihed t» 

scribed to the petition. or,Qo ^ 

give any money .-Not a farthing, not oue far- 3084. That is ou a point of law as to tl.e legality 

3066. And yon supported Colonel Frenob?_I voted ^ixS upTnl ' ^ 

tom"; p™rvott. “Sm." “ ““ ' *° ? 

3067. Did you give him a single vote ’—I gave decide that. 

him a single vote ; I thought the others umvorthy of evidence of your agent 

a split. •' Mr. Murphy ? — I have. 

3068. Could you tell me, did most of your tenantry a- lias stated that after the elec- 

vote ^vith you ?— On my word I do not know • I ^ ^ I®!" upwards of 700^. was cashed, 

redly think they did. I asked, after the election, for proceeds applied to pay the expenses of that 

a list of how they had voted, and I never got it, and ®l®chon ; was that bill finally met by you ?— I know 
I did not press for it. nothing of the bill myself. I will tell you liow the 

. 3069. You have not got that list ?— I did not get T election took place in July 1852, and 

It ; I did not receive it. I asked, I believe, the aaent forward, not to be a candidate but to place 

if he could give me a list of how the people wted • service of my oId_ constituents on that 

‘ Well, I could,” he said, “ Well, do ” I said ■ he ion very reluctantly. I said to ray friends who 

rrisT 

pwm, l\ =?^^”ntLTy1pr3M^^^^ 

14 



Mr. 

M. J. £lake. 
2 Oot 1867 , 
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Mr. 3089. You accepted that bill in order not to see 

jlf. J. Blake, your friend Mr. Joyce a loser ? — Mr.. Joyce wrote to 
— me that money was spent unfortunately at the election. 
2 Oct. 1857. But the bill was not for 700/. I will show you the 
- bill. {Bill handed in). 

3090. This bill is for 1,000/. Mr. Murphy men- 
tioned, I should tell you, that there are two bills, 
ono for 700/. and the other for 200/. ; does this bill 
include the two ? — I never asked a question about it. 

3091. Perhaps it may have been a renewal of the 
? — Periiaps so. I do not know. 

3092. {Mr. Commissioner Leahy.) Mr. Murphy 
mentioned that the two bills were in the nsuue of 
Peter Pynn, who got the money, and that you 
paid ultimately ; is that so ? — I tliink I have the 
blocks in the cheque hook ; perhaps that would show. 
I think Mr. Joyce, perhaps, after these were paid, 
may liave lumped the whole. 

3093. ( Chief Commissioner.) Did you pay this bill 
for 1,000/. ? — My agent or I paid it ; it went out of 
iny money. 

3094. And it was put in the amount of expenses 
that had been incurred at the election at which you 
•^vere returned ? — It was paid to Mr. .Joyce in con- 
sequence of the letter which he wrote to me. 

309.5. Did he not state that it w'as wanted to pay 
the expenses that had been already incurred ? — ■ 
Certainly. 

3096. Do I understand that he made himself in 
some way connected with them, and tliat yoir did not 
choose to see him at a loss ? — ^You are quite right. 

3097. Am .1 also to understand from you that, while 
these expenses were being incuiTcd by tire numerous 
persons who incurred them, you never sanctioned 
or were aware of them ? — Oh ! certainly, to the fullest 
e.xtent. I never did sanction them, nor was ever 
aware of them. I would not do it for all the seats in 
the Avorld. 

3098. And when did you first become aware of the 
amount of the expenses that had been incurred in 
connexion with your election ? — I told you, in 
Christmas 1852. 

3099. That is about the date of the bill ? — I tliink 
I knew it three or four days before the date of the 
bill. I think tlie bill was dated the day it was dis- 
counted, and I believe the date was put on it then, 
but I knew of it at Christmas, perhaps not on Christ- 
mas day, but some day about Christmas. 

3100. The bill is dated the 30th of December, and 
when you paid it, was any information supplied to 
you of the details ? — Very little. 

3101. But when you were told, you considered 
yourself in honour bound to pay it ? — ■! thought I was 
in honour bound to pay it and not see my friend a 
loser. 

3102. And you say that you never sanctioned or 
were even aware that such an expenditure was going 
on for you at the election ? — Never, till then. 

3103. Did you know that much treating was going 
on ? — I knew that there were entertainments going 
on, but I thought it was by the opposite party. I knew 
it was not by my sanction. I will not pretend to say 
I did not know that some of my friends might be in- 
cautious and do such a thing, but I never knew the fact. 

3104. Had you ever said to any person that you 

would pay the expenditure if it were incautious ? 

On the contrary, I said to Mr. Joyce, and I think lie 
will bear- me out, that I would not pay for bribing or 
anything corrupt ; that I would pay nothing but the 
legal expenses. I said so on every occasion, at every 
contest, and I had three contests. 

3105. Is that 1,000/. bill the entire amount of 
money that you were called on to pay for that elec- 
tion ? — I do not think it is, for I think Mr. Joyce 
was under the impression that some person to whom 
I had given money to be paid had been stopped in 
tra7isitu some way or other, and I believe Mr. Pierce 
Joyce paid a second time. I paid him again. 

3106. How much ? — One of the attorneys, who 
was an agent, wi-ote in about a year after the election 
to say that he had never been paid. 



3107. His own fee ? — Yes. I have his letters in 
my pocket, and the newspaper man claimed small 
things for something, and were referred to Mr. Joyce. 
I do not think it amounted to more than 100/. more. 

3108. Are these sums, which you think you were 
asked to pay, though you are not certain that the 
money was given ? — I am wi'ong when I say 100/. 
After that there was an additional claim made on 
Mr. Joyce for an additional sum of 200/. or 300/. 
and he wrote to me then, and I jiaid that too. Then 
again in a year, I believe, or more, a person who had 
been employed as an agent or attorney wrote tliat he 
had not been paid, and said, “ Those who are not your 
“ friends, but who were acting, were paid. I was 
“ not paid on the pretext that I was a friend of 
“ yours. That is a pretty ivay to reward friendship, 
“ letting those who were not your friends be paid 
“ and those who are your friends get nothing.” 

3109. What is the total amount that you had to 
pay for that election ? — I can swear that it was 
something about 1,300/. I cannot swear that it did 
not come to more ; but if it did it must be trifling. 

3110. Between 1,300/. and 1,400/. ? — I think that 
is the outside. I will not swear that'it is 1,300/., but 
I will swear that it came to 1,200/., and I think very 
nearly to 1,300/. 

8111. That includes the legal and illegal expenses? 
— They are all mixed up together, and I should not 
have known so much about it except for the 25/. 
being stopped in transitu, and I was obliged to 
inquire about it. 

3112. When it was first mentioned to you by Mi-. 
Joyce, and you were asked to accept the bill, was it 
represented to you that 1,000/. would cover all ? — 
That is my recollection. I do not know minutely how 
it went ; in what are called legal expenses but what 
are illegal generally, because some of the gentlemen 
employed ask twice as much as their legal fee ; I 
should say the legal genti-y and the newspapers, but I 
put the legal gentlemen first. 

3113. You had nothing to do with the election 
between Mr. Monahan and O’FJaherty ? — No ; I was 
the sitting member, I had nothing to do, except I 
liappened to be in London, and I was written to on 
the part of both gentlemen to support them. 

3114. Did you support either? — I consider I did 
then support Mr. O’Flalierty. 

3115. Did Mr. Monahan issue an address previous 
to the next election of 1847 ? — As far as I know he 
did not. 

3116. It was an uncontested election ? — As far as 
I Icnew he did not. 

3117. But at the time you and Mr. O’Flalierty 
were returaed without a contest ? — Well, I do not 
recollect whether Mr. Monahan issued an address or 
not, but I know it was very doubtful whether he 
would start or not, and Mr. O’Flaherty and I were 
not certain until we were returned whether or not 
there would be a contest. I found it necessary to 
keep myself disengaged in case there was a contest. 

3118. Had you retained agents for that election of 
1847 ? — I do not recollect. 

3119. Can you recollect whether or not you paid 
any agent ? — If I retained I paid him. 

3120. But did you pay him ? — Wlrenever I pay a 
thing it goes out of my memory; I do not really know 
whether I retained one or not. 

3121. Mr. Joyce generally takes an active part at 
the elections ? — Ho is a great friend of mine. He 
and his father and all his family have generally acted 
for me. 

3122. Did he take an active part for you on that 
occasion ? — I suppose he did. 

3123. When did you hear that Mr. Monahan 
would not go to a poll at the general election m 
1847 ? — I did not know it until — in fact I did not 
hear it at all. I heard so much as this ; I heard that 
he came as far as Athlone on his way to Galway, 
and I heard from other persons that instead of 
coming on to Galway, he had only come as far as 
Moate on his way to Athlone. I believe there is no 
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doubt that he came part of tlie way, but whether it 
was to G-ahviiy or Athlone he was meditating I do 
not know, but this I know, that he was meditatin'^ 
the bench. ° 



3124. On the day of nomination had Mr. MonaJian 
any one appearing for liim ?— I do not think he had 

3125. Was Mr. Monahan here at all ?— I did not 
see him. 

3126. Were you on the hustings, and did you 
speak ? — Yes, certainly. 

3127. Was it tluit day you heard he would not 
stand ? — I nevei’ heard tliat he would not stand ; I 
told you before. I knew when I was returned that 
lie would not stand. 

3128. But up to that moment you never knew he 
would not stand ?— I do not think I did ; perhaps I 
knew on the day of nomination. 

3129. Yes, that is what I mean ; he was not 
proposed ? — I did not know until the last moment. 
A surprise is very common ; they accused myself of 
surprising the town. 

3130. If you did not know up to the last moment 
that Mr. Monahan would not stand, I do not under- 
stand how it can he that you did not engage profes- 
sioiiid agents ? — I will not say Avhetlier I did or not, 
but if you will give me time, I can tind it out by my 
correspondence. 

3131. Will you also say that you did not expend 
money on tliat election ?— I will not say, except in 
that way ; I may have engaged agents. 

3132. Can you answer me now whether, after that 

was over and you were returned without any oppo- 
sition — ? — Which election is this ? 

3133. The uncontested election of 1847 ; whether 
you paid aiy expense.s in connection with that elec- 
tion ? — I paid no illegal expenses certainly ; that is, 
as 1 believe. 

3134. Did yon pay agents ?— I told you three or 

four times 1 could not recollect. If I engao-ed them 
I am confident I paid them ; I can swear I paid 
them. ^ 

3135. IIow often altogether have you been re- 
turned for the town ? in what immhcr of parliaments 
have you been its representative ?— Dod’s Parlia- 
mentary Eegistcr will give you the information ; I 
cannot tell you. 

3136. But you have been in several ’—Since 



3137. And you had several contests ?— TJiree and 
one perhaps wliich you may call a contest, hut which 
it IS doubtful Avitli me whether to call it so or not 
The gentleman retired on the day of nomination I 
believe m the evening. I think I l.ad three contests • 
one with Andrew Harry Lynch in 1832; one with 
the present Lord Dunsandle, then Mr. Daly ; his 
father put him forward. I rather thinic it was in 
1837, hut Thom’s Almanac will tell you that. 

3138. And what was the third content ? The 

third contest was in 1852. 

3139. Did any election cost you so much as the 
one in 1852 ? — Oil, the first contest cost me a great 
de.il more, including the petition. 

3140. I do not want to hear- of the petition ?— But 
even tlm election did ; but I kept no correct account 
tiien ; I liad more money in my pocket. 

3141. That is the one with Mr. Lynch • he is 
dead ?— I did not kill him, sir ; I have outlived 
them all. On a rough estimation, I used to say that 
I Jiad my seat for Galway at that time, as I thought, 
under 5,OOOZ., including the petition. The petition I 
put down at half the money ; but then I must explain 
to yon that I included in that the election, all the 
expenses of getting up the evidence, and everything 
connected with the petition, which was not heard 
until May, and the election took place at Christmas, 
ana tliere was a very great interval between them. 

14-. Hut I mean the expenses of bringing the 
voters to the poll, omitting the petition altogether ?— 
Pi'ecise in keeping accounts then as I 
tound It necessary to he since. 



3143. Was it the most expensive election you were 
ever engaged in ?— It was. 

_ 3144. Was the contest in 1837 more or loss expen- 
sive — That election went otf suddenly, because, after 
one or two days’ polling, Mr. Daly found that he had 
no chance, and he resigned, and his father compli- 
mented me on the manner in whidi I had conducted 
myself, and found great fault with hir. Lynch. I 
cannot tell you what the expenses were ; at that time 
the election used to last longer. 

3145. Have you found that any particular class of 

the constituency has caused the expense ? I think the 

parties that caused it were Loi'd Clanricarde and hi.« 
friends. I mean that they sent forward parties who 
•u'ould bribe. 

3146. That is, bribing against you, and they ohlitfcd 
yon to spend money ? — No, I did not. 

3147. But your friends did ; and, as I understand, 

tliey could not counteract tJie infiiience of the money 
of your opponents except by some influence on j'our 
side ; hut what I ask you is this. Did anybody, any 
particular class of voters, cause the expenditure of 
money by anybody intei'ested in your behalf ? I can- 

not say, because I Avas iievnv cognizant of any illegal 
expenses till long after the election had taken place, 
and I cannot say whether it belongs to any particular 
class or not. 

3148. _ I suppose the poorest men are most liable to 
temptation ? — I think myself the tempter is far more 
guilty than the tempted, and I cannot say in Avhich 
class the corruption most exists ; hut if I Avere to 
choose Avhicli Avould he the purest, I Avould say choose 
the poor. 

_ 3149. (Mr. Commissioner Leah/.) As to the elec- 
tion of 1832, AA'hieh you say cost you so much uioih'a-, 

I understood you to say that about half the 5,000/. 
Avas for the petition ? — I guessed so, on a roiwh 
estimate. ^ 

3150. If there Avas bribery, you Avore not a ]mrly 
to it at any election ’—Never ; I refused several of 
my friends to apply for places for them. 

3151. But you knoAv that every genlleman that 

stands an election, may ha\-e incautious or indis- 
creet friends ’—Yes, or he may have very cuniiino- 
enemies. ” 

3152. Yes, hut if you spent 2,000/. in 1832 on this 
election, it must have been done corruptly and liy 

friends avIio professed to act on your behalf? Or 

cunning men, avIio professed to act on my part, 1o 
unseat me oi- to giA-e me a had character. 

3153. But you paid that money that Avas expended 
Avhen you Avere asiced ’—Anything I Avas asked for, 
pi'ovided that I had confidence in the ]iarty aaIio 
applied to me, and I Avould not see him at tlie loss of 
it; and the same thing Avas done in 1852. I could 
not bring myself to avail myself of that sort of 
quibble as to the legality of the expenses ; 1 did not 
think it Avould he honourahle. 

3154. No matter Avhat that election cost, or hoAv 
much Avas spent in bribery or corruption or treating, 
yet, though it was done Avithout your knoAvIcdge, )-ou 
Avould not leave your friend in the lurch ’—Both at 
the last election and former ones I had confidence in 
Mr. Pierce Joyce ; and if he told me that the election 
co.st 10,000/., I Avould have done my best to pay it, 
the same as in 1832. My princi])le was that 1 could 
not reconcile to myself to leave a friend in tlie lurcli ; 
and one of the reasons, it was not the only reason, 
hut one of my reasons for declining the I'eprc.sciitafion 
Avas, Avhat appeared to me the necessity of giving money 
for carrying on tliese practices. 

3155. When you found that you lind so much to 
pay at your first election did you not come to the 
conclusion that tliere must have been a great deal, of 
money spent improperly in hribeiy or corruption i — 
The money had been paid at the time. 

3156. Could that large sum have been spent on 
legal purposes in a small borough like tliis ? did you 
believe at the time or not tliat it wa.s spent for im- 
proper purposes ? — I could not he bold enough to 
believe that ; hut whether I did believe it or not I 

K 
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M. J. Bla/ie 
2 Oct. 1857. 
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Mt. cannot say, for I liad a better idea of buman nature 
M. J. Blake, jjnd the parties concerned for me then — mean the 

legal gentlemen, and I found them to he more pure 

2 Oct. 1957. j jirofessioual men to' he sinee.' ; 

" 3157. You aftenvards heard it had been spent on 

improper purposes ; could you give us the pai’ti- 
culars ?— It is very nearly 25 years ago. 

3158. Did you believe at that time, from your 
knowledge of this locality, and being a proprietor 

well acquainted with the people ? — I, was not a 

])roprietor then to any extent ; I purchased a large 
property since. I had in fact only an old family 
mansion then. 

3159. Did you believe that much of the money was 
spent in paying freemen at that time in 1832 ? — ^No, 
Ido not believe much was paid at tliat time-; I set 
my face against bribery. 

3160. I am only asking your belief of what your 
friends did ? — My belief now is that a good deal went 
in bribery and treating. 

3161. Did you attribute much of the bribeiythat 
took place tlieii to the freemen or to the freeholders ?, 
— I think there was iis much corruption then amongst 
the freeholders as there was amongst the freemen. 

3162. 'Were there 40s. freeholders then? — I will 
not say that the freeholders themselves were to be 
bribed, but the persons who used to call themselves 
their owners,' their landlords, wei'e decidedly so. I 
could iiave been returned without a contest if I had 
given 500/. to one landlord for his voters. 

3163. In 1832 ? — At least I believe so. 

3164. But that you heard after the election was 
over ? — No ; I was offered it either pending or imme- 
diately preceding the election. 

3165. Did you tliiuk that was a bond fide offer at 
the lime ? — I did. 

3166. And you declined it, of coiu'se ?^ — I said if 
one jjeiiny i>aid in tlnit way would insure my seat I 
woukl not, for what I am worth in the Avorld, accept 
it. Some.tliing of tliat sort was the answer I gave 
the gentleman. 

3167. Is it your belief, from your experience since 
tlial. lime, that tliero was most corruption among the 
fj'cemen in 1832 ? — My belief at that time was that 
tlie right of voting originated in corruption, and that 
was what I was wanting to allude to. I will tell you 
ho\v it originated ; it was just after the Reform Bill, 
and sooJi after what is called “Catholic emaneipa- 
lion,” but wliat is — I believe it is legally called the 
“ Ciitliolic Relief Bill,” and I will call it by that 
name— it was very soon after tliat time that Mr. 
Lyneli, a Roman Catholic, and the two Mr. Dalys, 
were in possession of this place as a borough, and 
could return whom they liked, and each of them for 
five years returned whom he liked. 

3168. All I want to know is, do you attribute much 
of the cost of the elections in 1832 and 1837 — join 
them both together — to corruption among the freemen? 
— As well as coiTuption of the other voters j it was 
laid out among them all. 

3169. Did you hear any .complaint among others 
that there was much corruption among the freemen as 
a class? — I did among the freemen, and among the 
others. 

3170. You think tliere was coiTuption among the 

others, with reference, first, to many of the landlords 
and many of the freeholders, and also with reference 
to their owners ? — There was corruption, I have no 
doubt, mnong the other classes ; but it prevailed to a 
great extent among the better class of persons ; the 
owners required places or promises 

3171. But you did not know anything about money 
at that time ? — Oh, I took cai-e not to implicate myself 
at ail. 

3172. I am only talking of money?— Am I to 
understand that notliing else hut money is a corrupt 
practice. 

3173. I am now inquiring about money? — There 
was a great deal of bribery and pecuniary consideration 
among tlie voters in 1832 and 1837. 



3174. You believe there was ? — I believe it now, 
from what I saw at the election of 1847. 

3175. In 1847, at the general election, you said 
you were not aware, up to the day of nomination, 
whether there would be a contest ? — In 1847 ? 

3176. In 1847, yes. If you :vere not awai-e at 
that time that tliere was to be no opposition until you 
went into the court house, how is it that you cannot 
recollect whether you made any prepai-ation for that 
election ? — I cannot account for it. 

3177. Generally a man entertains some recollection 
of the fact ? — I very seldom made preparation for an 
election. I was very indifferent about being a candi- 
date any time, except at the first election. 

3178. "Wlio was acting for you, as well as you 
recollect, at the election of 1847 ? — Acting as a friend 
of mine ? 

3179. Was Mr. Joyce ? — He was not acting par- 
ticu'Iax'ly. I do not know whether he was in the 
country at all at the time ; if he was, he was a friend 
of mine, I am sure. 

3180. Do you recollect, after the election of 1847, 
being called upon to pay any money that had been 
laid out on your behalf ? — I really do not know. I 
have no recollection. 

3181. But do not you tliink, on referring to your 
books and correspondence, you could ascertain it ? — 
If the fact is so, I think I could. 

3182. Have you no recollection whether you were 
called on to pay anything, for either agents, or 
treating, or for anything ? — Rut it in the widest sense 
you think proper, I have not ; hut then I am confident 
that if I had, I paid them. 

3183. The contests hitherto, in which you have 
been engaged, have been free from any religious 
question ? — Oh, no, they have not. I recollect when 
there was a cry, “ Dowji with the Tories.” 

3184. That was at Mr. Daly’s election? — I think 
Mr. Lynch was suspected of being a Tory in disguise. 

3185. But there is no question of Ib'otestant or 
Catholic? — Oh, I think at the election of 1852 
the Stockport riots had a great deal to say against 
Lord Dunkellin. I recollect alluding to it. I recollect 
alluding to it even in my address. 

8186. {Chief Commissioner.) As you have alluded 
to the effect which the topic of the Stockport riots 
had in 1852, I should wish to hear from you whether 
generally religious questions have much to say to 
elections in this town?. — Sometimes they have, but 
not generally ; there is, however, a small Protestant 
])arty here. Tliey supported myself in 1852, because 
Sir Thomas Burke polled his second vote in the 
county, as they did not like. I had some influence in 
the county, and they wished to gain my influence 
there. 

3187. Is it your opinion, as a gentleman of great 
parliainentaiy experience, that the freemen as a body 
are a corrupt constituency ? — I would be very sorry 
to say that as a body generally they are so ; of coui'se, 
where there are 500 or 600 men, some of them will 
be corrupt. 

3188. But I am asking as a body generally ?— 
Some of them are, and some of them are not. 

3189. I ask as a body ? — You might as well ask me 
what I consider mortal' ; it is a composition of lime 
and sand. 

3190. How much, do you say, is lime and how much 
sand among the freemen ? how many are re^ly 
corrupt ? — 1 mixed myself so little with corruption 
that I cannot form an opinion at all ; I kept aloof so 
much that I cannot say. 

3191. You cannot form an opinion as to the pro- 
portion ? — I cannot. 

3192. And you cannot form an opinion whether, 
generally speaking, a.s a body you would call them 
corrupt ? — I should be very sorry to say that I did 
consider tliem corrupt ; I should require to have more 
proof of it to my owi knowledge., I should be very 
sorry to believe bad of any man, without proof. 

3193. 'What in your opinion would he tlie effect to 
the purity of election if , the freemen were done a'way 
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with ? Would it improve the morals of the eoii- 
stitueiicy ? — I always found the freemen a counter, 
poise against tlie tempters— the higher orders ; against 
the landlords, and perhaps those who side with the 
landlords, because the landlords patronise them. 

3194. To confer favours upon them ? — I think the 
freemen a very salutary' counterpoise against that 
influence. 

3195. And you would not wish to see them dis- 
franchised ? — As far as I am concerned myself I do 
not care one penny ; but so far as I am a public man, 
and one wishing well to the purity of election, I should 
be soriy, as I said before, to see them disfranchised, 
as they are a counterpoise to the influence of those 
who are corrupt also. 

3196. Has anything occurred to* you that you 
would suggest for the purpose of making the freemen 
more pure than they are ? — Oh ! yes, it has occurred 
to me for a length of time — nobody knows them 
better — and I will give you that opinion in luncli 
fewer words than the rest of my examination has 
occupied. 

3197. ^Vhat is it ? — The ballot. 

3198. But could you suggest anything as to the 
mode of admitting the freemen, or as to their qualifi- 
cation, I meant to say ? are yon. aware under wliat 
circumstances the freemen of Galway ai’e now 
admitted ? — I believe Mr. Patrick Lynch has tlie 
control of that. 

3199. Prom what you know can you .suggest any- 
thing that would improve the system of admission, or 
do you think it sufficient ?— I have never attended a 
meeting of the freemen, or at the' registry of voter's, 
though tlie battle of the constitution, according to a 
great authority, is to be fought there. 

3200. Amongst the great party of voters in the 

rural districts, have you found much undue influence 
exercised by the landlords in tlie district ? — There has 
been. ' 

3201. To any great extent? — Almost generally 

they commanded their voters to go for particular 
candidates. ' 

3202. And you think tlie freemen a coimteipoise to 
that ? — I do, a very salutary counterpoise. 

3203. Do you wish to make an explanation witJi 
reference to the evidence already given, as to yoiir 
having caused notices of ejectment to be served upon 
tenants, as an exercise of coercion over them, because 
they happened to vote against yon ? — I do, certainly ; 
I wish to deny it. 

3204. Mr. Rochfort lias stated that some five or 
six cases came to his knoAvledge, upon which he had 
been consulted professionally, where parties wei-e 
served witli notices to quit who liad voted against the 
side taken by you at the last election. Was that in 
consequence of tlieir votes ? — Mr. McDonnell held 
farm.s from me in the county of Galway, as a yeaa-ly 
tenant, at what I consider a' very low rate, and of 
course, when he liad not paid the rent, possession was 
demanded on the 'first of May, and a seizure made. 
There -was an informality in the demand, of which he 
took advantage, — I do not say an improper advantage, 
— and he served me with four latitats, and four re- 
plevins were issued in consequence of that transaction. 



I offered to pay any expenses, when I found that a 
mistake had occurred, and I was not able- to get 
possession before August. My agent, liowever, had 
nothing to say to it in the world, except putting the 
money I was duly entitled to into my own pocket ; 
and of tliose fanns some are now let at double rents; 

3205. Was the course you adopted solely arising 
from the management of the property accoi'ding to 
yonr own views of the way it ought to be managed ? 

case of Gill I cannot say that I divested 
myself of the recollection of his misconduct, I'or 
probably, had Mr. Gill come to me and said, “ I wish 
to vote for O’Flaherty,” I would have said, « Of 
course ; but to be employed as a con-iiptionist, going 
about the town, did not give me the best opinion of 
him ; I swear, howeva-, that, I would not have done 
anything to him for liis vote, unless my agent had 
Mso told me that he swore falsely, and was elieating. 
Ihe notice I knew was served long before the 
election. 

3206. {Mr. Commissioner White.) I wanted to 
know whether the proprietors of the different holdinc^s 
used to accompany you when you went about the town 
convassing ? — No ; it was objected by many that I 
was not a good canvasser, and that I did not go about 
to canvass ; but I did not find it useful ; on the 
contrary, I found it most embai-rassing, because 
persons used to say, “ Will you do tliis for my uncle 
nephew, or friend,” and I did not find that was the 
ease among the freemen at all, it was wliolly amono-st 
tlie others ; tliere was uotliing I di.sliked more tlmii 
canvassing. 

3207. Then you very seldom went out to canvass ? 
—Until I was pressed by my friends, just when the 
election was impending. 

3208. When you used to go to canvass, was it to • 
the freemen , or the householders ?— To all paa-ties, 
indiscriminately ; wherever my friends led I accom- 
panied them ; I considered myself, when once 1 started, 
the servant of those that supported me. Anythin"- 
they naked me to do that I could do consistently with 
rny own notion's of honour and propriety, I did. I 
considered myself their servant then, that I was 
under obligations to them for supportuig me, and I 
used to place myself at their dictation. 

3209. Were yon in the habit of sending your 

friends. out, to canvass ? — I would not send them out 
they, used to go. ’ 

3210. And did they communicate the result to yon ? 
— Sometimes they did. 

3211. I wish to know this, whether you or any of 
those who canvassed with you ever ascertained that 
the support of certain electors would be given to you 
only on condition of being paid money ?— I never 
heard it. 

3212. Did any of your friends ever tell you that, 
or give you to understand it I — Never, tluit I re- 
collect. 

3213. {Mr. Commissioner Leahy.) The general effect 
of your evidence is that you never sanctioned the 
payment of money, never promised situations, and 
never got them for supporters of yours ?— You may 
take that in its widest sense. 



Mr. 

M. J. lilake. 
2 Oct. 1857. 



Mr. Pierce Jotce sworn and examined. 



_ 3214. {Chief Commissiotier.) Were yon concerned 
m any expenditure of money at the last election ?— I 
was, m 1857. 



3215. How much did you expend ? I -rave 

money to Mr. Murphy on two occasions. ° 



some 



3216. 

had. 



Had you a vole at tlie last election ?— I 



y®" support ?— Colonel Frei 
Dunkellin ^ seconder of L( 



3218. Had yon anything to say to the money ex- 
penditure of either Colonel French or Lord Dunkellin ? 
— I knew riotiiing about it. 

3219. In the election of 1852 you appear to liave 
voted for Martin Joseph Blake, and to liave taken an 
active part for liim ; were you aware of the cxjien- 
(liture that was going on at that election ? — I was 
aware of expenditure going on, but it was considerably 
larger than I contemplated. 

3220. You knew Mr. Murphy was engaged ? — 
Well, it was a curious sort of way he was engaged ; 



K2 



Mr. P. Jotfce. 
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Mr I‘ Joyce. 
2 Oct. 1857. 



Mr. M. Morris. 



Mr. 

A. O Flaherty. 



he absolutely was not engaged, but he tlu’ew himself 
into it. 

3221. Mr. Higgins was the conducting agent ? — 
He was. Mr. Murphy sent word tliat he would work 
us a friend, but afterwards he claimed payment and 
wa.s paid. 

3222. But he was very actively working away ? — 
He was, and .spending the money. 

3223. Was tlicre any other gentleman active ? — • 
Mr. Clare, by his directions. 

3224. Any others ? — Not any but these two. 

3225. The total amount, as we have heard, finally 
came to about 1,300/. ? — I think it was something 
about that. 

3226. Can you explain how that was ? — Mr. Mur- 
])hy got two sums that amounted to close on 1,000/. ; 
I gave the conducting agent a cheque for 100/., and I 
paid some small sums, about 30/., myself. 

3227. That 1,000/., together with the 30/., went for 
the payment of expenses incurred by Mr. Murphy ; 
how was the remainder applied ? — The remainder 
went for legitimate expenses ; at least I intended it 
to be for legitimate expenses alone. 

3228. Did you ever examine Mr. Murphy’s accounts 
and returns of that expenditure which he so carried 
on ? — I did give it a sort of examination at the 
time. 

3229. While the election was going on, you say 
you did not know that so much money V’as being 
spent ; wei'e you aware that a good deal of money 
was being expended ? — ■! was aware that some money 
was expcndccL 



3230. Did you hear, on the other side, that a great 
deal was expended by Lord Dunkellin ? — I did. 

3231. And did you not know that it was necessary 
this should be counteracted by some upon your own 
side ? — I knew there was some money goiurr ; j 
thought there was a fair share expended, but I liad 
no idea whatever that there was anything like the 
amount. 

3232. Ai-e you able to give any more infonnation 
except what the books show and the other evidence 
discloses ? — I would say not. 

3233. Have you been concerned about other elections 
for Mr. Blake ? — I supported him generally, but I 
had nothing to say to money at any election, except 
the last time he stood ; but I repeatedly mentioned to 
Mr. Murphy that Mr. Blalce’s entire wish was against 
it, and I repeatedly told him that if 1/., given in a 
bribe, were to secure . his election he would not 
give it. I had no idea that anything like the half of 
what was spent would have been expended. 

3234. About half, you thought ? — I cannot recol- 
lect this moment, but I was surprised beyond measure 
when I learned the amount. 

3235. (Mr. Commissioner Leahy.') You looked 
upon it as a matter of necessity to secure your friend, 
and you thought it better to run a risk than to have 
him beaten, and under these circumstances you I'elt 
yourself coerced to consent to an expenditm-e beyond 
his -wish ? — At the time I had very great confidence 
in Mr. Murphy. 

3236. You knewtliat he was spending some. money 
for improper and corrupt practices ? — ^No, T did not ; 
I knew of treating, but certainly not of bribery. 



Mr. Miciiaei, Morris sworn and examined. 



32.37. (Chief Commissioner.) You wish to make 
a reference to some evidence that has been given 
respecting Mr. Patrick Blake ? — Mr. Kcary (in a 
great part of whose examination I fully concur) 
ap|)cars to be under the impression tliat I had stated 
to him that Mr. P. Blake, in resigning, had done so 
in consequence of Lord Clanricarde’s having broken 
faith with him. That is a misconception on the part 
of Mr. Kcary. Ijord Clanricarde never, directly or 
indirectly, held out any promise to Mr. P. Blake of 
support, but the reverse, except to this extent. He 
])ledged himself that he would sujjport neither Mr. 
Blake nor Mr. O’Flaherty, but would simply support 
Lord Dunkellin ; and I think it right to .say that I 
offered what I thought was very fair, that Mr. Blako 
should not interfere with Lord Dunkellin, hut should 



allow him to tiike precedence of him on tlie poll, on 
condition of his lordship giving his second votes to 
Mr. Blake. Lord Clanricarde declined to do anything, 
except to have his son returned. That is what Mr. 
Keary misunderstood when lie said that Lord Clan- 
ricarde had broken his word ; and if Lord Clanricarde 
liad agreed to split liis votes with Mr. Blako, I think 
I would have suggested that he .should have perse- 
vered. That, with otliei' reasons, W!is what induced 
me to say to Mr. Butler that it was “ not upon the 
eai'ds,” and not from any applications for money, 
which upon my oath I believe to have been nuicli 
exaggerated. I canvassed four-fifths of the freemen 
directly for Mr. Blake, and I positively say that not 
to myself was there any application made for a single 
penny for giving their votes. 



Mr. Anthony O’Fj.aiierty swoi-n and examined. 



3238. (Chief Commissioner.) What was the wliole 
amount of money expended by you at the last elec- 
tion ? — The whole amount of money was what 3 'ou 
have heard, 400/. and no more. 

3239. And you heard how it went ? 350/. was 
given to Mr. Bernard O’Plalierty, 50/. to John Oliver, 
and out of that wo know that 250/. went to Dr. 
Browne ? — Yes. 

3240. Were you yourself aware of this proceedin'^ 
at the pigeon-hole ?— Not at all, and I never heard it 
stated until I heard it stated before a committee of 
the House of Commons. 

3241. Did you know anything whatever of an 
miprorier expenditure taking place, whether on the 
part of your agents or frieiid.s ? — I knew very well 
on the (lay of the election, when Colonel French 
rr-furned to Galway, from the great excitement in the 
])lacc at the time, and the great desire to get up a 
contest in any way they possibly could, that money 
sliould he spent ; but us to the mode of expendino- 
it, or anything of the sort, I know no more tliuu 
you do. 



3242. Did you ever authorize any one to spend 
money for bribery ? — I never authorized any one to 
spend a farthing. I gave the money for election 
purposes, and heard no more of it until I heard of it 
before the House of Commons. 

3243. You contested a sharply contested election 
with Mr. Monahan before ; do you recollect how 
much it cost ? — I was under the impression for six 
years after that it cost me nothing. 

3244. For six yeai-s ? — For six years I was under 
the impression that it cost me nothing ; but at the end 
of six years, in settling an account with a certain 
party, I found there were items, — mid when I say 
that I must correct myself, — there were certain sums 
of money I was aware ofj and I found that the elec- 
tion altogether cost me very near 1,500/. For so 
long a period as six years no account was brought in 
showing the disbursements at that election ; hut what 
I then paid, with what I had known myself previously, 
brought it uji to nearly 1,500/. 

3245. Have you any doubt tliat, at that election, of 
the 1,500/. a very large proportion was spent on 
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either noTv, or any time during tiie Commission, to give 
all intorination tliat you or any otiier inclividuai may - 
require of me. ^ 

3265. A great majority of tlie freemen, I under- 
stand, supported you in 1852 ?— I received very large 
support on all occasions from the freemen. 

3266. Was there more money going on the other 
side. Ill 1847 ?-In 1847, on the othe/side, it was a 

I gave no money at all. 

3267. And you had a great majority of the free- 
men ?— I had. 

3249. Of course there m-e expenses attending inucli and not know ’it. ° canvassing so 



illegal expenses ? — Well, I think it must have been ; 
I could not tell you of my own knowledge. I re- 
ceived the names of certain parties who received 
money, a list of which, I believe, is in Dublin. 

3246. In 1852 you had a contested election ? 

There was a contest. 

3247. Wliat did that election cost you in money ? 
— I really do not think it cost me anything beyond 
some very small sum. You may call it nothing at 
all ; it cost me the legal expenses, compai-ativeiy 
nothing. 

3248. Could you say how much, about lOOZ. ? 



every election ? — Not even the ordinary expenses, for 
all my friends acted for me gratuitously. 

3250. You were at tlie head of the poll ? I was, 

and that was the reason it cost me nothing. 

3251. At the uncontested election, I believe, it was 



except Mr. Roclifort. 

3253. Did you pay Mr. Eochfort for acting 
nothing. 



3269. In 1852 you received suppoi-t from the free- 
men without the slightest consideration ? — No doubt 
of it. 

3270. Subsequently to 1852, and after that elec- 

supposed that Mr. Monahan would be a candidate up Jn,?’ great body of the freemen voted for 

to the last moment ? — ^My opinion is quite in accord- ]■ ^ ^ application to you for money 

•nee with timt of Mr. M. J. Blaic upon tlint point : ™ ”IT“ *“ 

wo wore eipocting Mr. Monrfran up to the vely Jo, “»>P?»>>;«t.on ?_I hnvo boon osketl the 

moment. no question m two distmot w«ys. First, wliether tlio 

3252. Had you engaged agents do not recollect, 'iSliTr flie'v T I" ”T ‘“'•"'“j. 

;oent Mr. Hochfort: J' ‘'“J “J pl«oes. If I ,n„ 

to answer the questions, first of all I will say I 
applied to for any money subsequent to 
qo'sT -V j. , ■ 5 -NT 1 I8o2 ; and as you have asked me the ciuestion I 

32o4. Ton did not pay litm ?-No , perhaps no must say, ryhen lirst I was recommended and ent e”ted 

for patronage in this borough, I did it a“tlTo 

3255. Did you pay any money after the uneontested -c ..i j. “le 

election ? — Well, I do not think I did ; I have no 
recollection of paying anytliing ; I have no recollec- 
tion of the amount of expenses connected with that 
election ; I have not the slightest recollection of beiug 
asked for a farthing. , 

3256. Had you any arrangement to prevent a con- 
test with anybody ? — None in the world. 

3257. With anybody or any class of persons ? 

None. 

3258. Do you believe, on yonr oatli, that there 
was ? — If you ask me for my belief, it is that Mr. 

Monahan had the fullest intention of standing for 
Galway up to the last moment ; and I heard he came 
as far as Athlone, and sent on to try what liis chance 
Avould be, but his friends told bim he had none, and 
he went back to Dublin. 

3259. Then both came in without a contest ? We 

both walked from the club house to the hustings, and 
wnR-nri iionTr oyain in a fcw minutcs •without any 



request of almost all classes of the town of Galway 
mid took care never to make any application to 
Government ior any places at that time, and for 
several years after, without getting a requisition fully 
and largely signed by the electors of Galway, by the 
electors of all classes, stating the merit of the party 
applying, recommending the party to me for the ap- 
pointment ; and upon that I would then seek the' 
appointment ; and I have a great many of these appli- 
cations and recommendations which I can produce if 
required. 

3271. (il/r. Commissioner Leahy.') Had you much 
support from the rural districts at the last election ?— I 
had in 1857 ; Lord Clanricarde’s interest was just as 
Mr. aiorris has stated ; it did not go for me ; 'it was 
neutral. 

3272. In looking for the interest of the rural dis- 
tricts, did you find that the landlords were, as persons 
represented here, such a corrapt class ?— Indeed I did 
not ; I would be very sorry to say so. 

juu no It is not your opinion that they are corrupt ? 

money for your expenses ? — I paid none ; and I have — ^7 I sorry to differ with other 

no recollection of being asked for a farthing. gentlemen, but it is my opinion that in no part of the 

3261. You are very well acquainted with the ^ ™ore respectable gentry or shopkeep- 



walked back 
contest. 

3260. And as far as you recollect you paid no 



borough, and with the great expenses incurred at an 
election in this town. Can you assign any cause for 
it ; is it any particular class, the freemen, for in- 
stance ? — have known Galway a good many years j 
personally I was not concerned in any election up to 
the yeai- 1847. Andrew Hai-ry Lynch was a great 
personal friend of mine, but I did not interfere 
lurther or take a more active part than proposing 



ing class ; they may be in rather a poor pai-t of tlio 
country, but in the world I do not know a more 
respectable class. 

3274. If any persons may have obtained place or 
benefit from you, was it in the ordinary exercise of 
patronage ? — Nothing beyond it. 

3275. Before or after the election was any applica- 
tion mado^to you in respect of a corrupt bargain on 



seconding him once ; but further than that I know of the landlords and gentry, with rcfercnco 

nothing of the constituency at all beyond what I to giving support at any particular election ? Never. 

heard ; a great number of 40s. freeholders composed 3276. (Mr. Commissioner White.) Was there a 

a large amount of the rural voters, and there were a coalition between you and Mr. M J Blake in 1852 ? 

huge number of freemen, as you have heai-d ; and I No further than this, there was’ a general cry at the 
iiave no hesitation in saying that I believe both classes time about the Stockport riots, and it wa.s eenerallv 

considered that Mr. Blake and I were best entitled 
3^62. And what caused the expenditure at tlio to the votes of the constituency, inasmuch as Lord 
elections .-'-How can it be otherwise accounted for ? Clanricavde took }iart as one of the commissioners 
* ‘ aoVo “'"sent to the Ecclesiastical Titles 

Are -vve to infer from your evidence that Bill ; this, in addition to the Stockport riots, created 
tneie is no otiier way of accounting for it ?— Yes ; a strong feeling at the time, thougJi there had been a 
me expenditure lias taken place, and somebody must feeling abroad in his favour before. It was well known 

time, and the poll books will show, that Mr. 
3204. is mere any other matter of which you think Blake’s connexion lyitli me saved his seat on that 
ne Commission ought to be informed ? — I am I’cady, occasion. 



Mr. 

1. O'Flaherty, 
2 OcU 1857. 
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Mt. 

M. Sweeny. 
2 Oct. 1857. 



Patrick Wahk. 
6 Oet. 1857, 



Matthew Usker, 



J. J. Brady. 



M. Griffin. 



M. Hennessy. 



Mr. Martin Sweeny sworn and examined. • 



3277. ( Chief Commissioner.) You wish to make a 
statement respecting ol. which you are stated to have 
1 ‘eceived for your vote ? — ^At the time of the last 
election, when Mr. Patrick Blake, Mr. O’Flaherty, and 
Lord Dunkcllin were candidates, a message came to 
me from Mr. Carter ; that was on Sunday ; I went up 
and ho “proffered” me the money; I said I did not 
want it, but he “ proffered ” it again and again. There 
was a man with me who wanted some money, and he 
told me to give him 21. 10^. I kept the money then, and 



the next day after I told Iiim I would give the money 
back. He said I would be entitled to the 21. lOj, 
I said I would give it back, and I did offer the balance 
to Mr. Carter, but he would not look at if, or since. 

3278. How did you vote at the last election ?— J 
plumped for Colonel Fi-ench. 

3279. What did you do with that 21. 10s. ? X dis- 

bursed it in small sums. Mr. Carter said he did not 
care so long as Lord Dunkellin was returned ; but I 
■was determined all through how I would vote. 



Adjourned till Tuesday next, October 6th, at Eleven o’clock. 



FIFTH DAY. 

Tuesday, October 6th, 1857. • - . 

Patrick Walsh sworn and examined. 

3280. (Chief Commissioner.) Are you a freeman ? 3282. Did you receive any money from any one 

—Yes. No., 

3281. For whom did you vote at the last election ? 3283. Had you a vote in 1852 ? — I had no vote iu 

— For Colonel French. 1852. 



Matthew Usher sworn and examined. 



3284. {Chief Commissioner.) You are the person 
who was at Oliver’s, on the day of the pigeon-hole ? 
— I am; but 1 was not at the pigeon-hole. 

3285. Tell me the names of any. whom you 
recollect at Oliver’s ? — Bartley Gannon, and Martin 



Gannon, and really I do not recollect 'any more of 
them. 

3286. Did you see tlie two MLoughlins tliere ?— 
I might have seen them, but I do not recollect. 



John Joseph Bilvdy sworn and examined. 



3287. {Chief Cojnmtwowcr.) Had you anything to 
say to paying money at the last election ? — No. 

3288. Were you at the election of 1852 ? — I was. 

3289. Were you engaged then as an agent ? — Yes. 



'3290. For' whom ? — For Mr. Martin Joseph Blake, 

3291. Did you see any order for goods then given 
to any voter ? — No,- 1 did not see any orders 'given, 

3292. Did you see any. money paid ? — No. 



Michael Griffin sworn and examined. 



3293. ( Chief Commissioner.) Did you lay out any 
money in treating or in any other way at the last 
election ? — I did. 

3294. How much ? — I believe about 21. 15s.; that 
was out of iny own pocket. 

3295. Do you know any more ? — I got H. from a 
brother of mine. 

3296. Which you laid out on treating?: — Yes, I 

laid it all out. ‘ 

3297. Did you lay out any more ? — Not a lia’portl). 

3298. Had you anything to say to the election of 
1852 ? — No more than I voted. 

3299. Did you spend any money for anybody at that 
election ?■ — I do not recollect that I did. 

3300. {Mr. Comtnissioner Leahy.) To whom did 
you give that 21. 15s. and the U. — to what class of 



men ? — -I gave it mostly to men who worked for 
myself in the foundry. 

3301. To men who worked for yourself ? — Yes. 

3302. And what did you give it for ? — I gave some 
in ifieal and flour, and- the rest in drink. 

3303. And -some of those received it wei’e voters, 
freemen ? — Yes, a couple of voters, and a. couple of 
them wei'e freemen. 

3304. You are a freeman yourself ? — am. 

3305. And why did you give it to those who wei’e not 
freemen ? — W ell, I gave it to them as tliey were walking 
about with the men ; they had no business working 
without the men who wei’e freemen in the place. 

3306. They kept company with the freemen, and 
that was the reason you gave it to them •? — Just so, 
they kept company with tliem. 



Mr. Michael Hennessy sworn and examined. 



3307. {Chief Commissioner.) Hadi you anything to 
say to tlio expenditure of money at the last election ? 
— None. 

3308. Had you in 1852 ?_Yes. 

3309. Who were yon for in 1852 ? — I voted for 
O’Flaherty and Mr. Blake, and I was treasurer to 
Mr. O’Flaliei'ty. 

3310. What money did you lay out in 1852 ? — 
About 1501. 

3311. Who gave you that? — It was collected by 
subscription. 

3312. By subscription ? — Yes, in the town, and 
some more also not in the town. 



3313. But did you get anyraoney from Mr.O’Flahcrly 
himself ? — Not a halfpenny. . 

3314. Did many persons subscribe that sum of 
150f. ?— Yes. 

3315. Shopkeepers ? — Yes; there was one gentleman 
in the county gave us SOL 

3316. And who was that ? — Captain BellcAv. 

3317. Did you layout the whole of that 150/.?— 
I did. 

3318. As the treasurer of tliat fund ? — Yes^ 

3319. 'Wliat did you do with that sum of 150/. - 

I gave Mr. Rochfort about 75/. of it, I think, to pay 
the sheriff — 
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3320. Is thei'e an item in your account of the 
expenditure of payment for a vote ? — ^Noiie. 

3321. {Mr. Commissioner Leahy.') ,1s there any 
man among them who got payment who happened to be 
a voter ? — I do not think there is, unless Mr. Roehfort ; 
and I must say that I do not believe Mr. Eochfort 
took a halfpenny for himself eitlier. 

3322. Did you hire the tally-room from Michael 
Clohei-ty, and is he a voter ? — Yes, Cloherty is a 
voter, but it was for the house we took from him he 



was paid ; tliat is the house that was close to the 
Court house, that was taken from him. 

_ 3323. Was it a fair price for the house ? — Well, 
indeed, I think it was considered to be cheap, at the 
time of an election. 

3324. {Mr. Commissioner White.) Do you know of 
any bribery for Mr. O’Flaherty in 1852 ?— No, none. 
Ihere was no necessity then, for every one appeared 
to be most anxious that he should be returned. 



M. Hennessy. 
6 Oct. 1857. 



Mr. Thomas McGoveeen sworn and examined. 

3325. (C/i.A/Cii«s» Did'you taka any part 3333. Bnfjou paid the balance when you found 
y ‘Iwy l>»d .P«id them !_Tlioy settled the while matter 

m ■— Co*™®! French. after the election, and I paid them. Colonel French 

3327. Co yon know eiaotly the expenditure at that gaye me the money, and I paid the amount of their 
election for Colonel French ? — I do. accounts. 

1 accurately ?— As close as possible 3334. The exact details of how it was laid out you 

about334^. ibis IS a paper showmg the entire do not personally know ?— I do not personally know. 

expenses. {J. he witness handed in a paper, of which hut I happened to have found a few accounts that will 

sliow it. 

3335.^ Ai-e tliese the papers ? — Some of them aic 



the following is a copy ;)— 

Expenses of Colonel French’s election, 1857. 



Paid as per election agents account 
„ , additional to agents 

„ porters - . . 

„ clerks - - . . . 

„ John CaiToll’s expenses 

„ Pat Greany - - ... 

„ Michael Higgins - - 

„ Andrew Lynch, 30^., 221. 

„ Thoma-s Roche 15s. 6t?., Thomas 

Lee 4s. 9rf. ... 
„ William Lynsky 

„ Thomas Madden ... 

„ Henahan and Smyth, publicans - 

„ John Connor, use of van 

„ Michael Halloran, hire of boat to 

Arran - . . _ 

„ Pat Codyre, publican 

„ Mrs. Carrigaii for use of public 

meeting room 

„ expenses of three voters from 

comity Mayo, James Maguire, 
Daniel Walsh, and J. Walsh - 
„ Jlartyn Sweeny ... 

„ discount on cheque 

„ Leonaz’d ... 

„ “ Express ” newspaper - 



155 6 10 
44 0 0 

5 10 0 
12 0 0 

6 17 10 
14 14 9 

9 8 0 
52 0 d 

1 0 3 



1 10 

2 5 
1 10 

3 0 
3 10 



3 6 

4 16 



.€334 4 0 

You may see there are some payments, about 14/ to 
t Higgins ; the parties that they were made 



orders for treating ; for iustivuce, one from Higgins 
{account handed in) ; here is another from Lyuskey, 
you will find they are in 2s. and 3s. {account handed 
m), that will save a great deal of explanation. Here 
is another for glasses of ale and whiskey {account 
handedin), 

3336. All you know of the expenditui-eis contained 
in the paper and in these accounts ? — That is all the 
expenditure that occurred on our side. 

3337. Tlie items are in your own paper or in the 
accounts ? — They are all there, in every shape and 
form. 

3338. Aa-e you well acquainted with the freemen of 
Galway ?— Well I am; I think I should he. 

3339. Ai'e you a native of Galway yourself ? — No. 

3340. How long have you been living in Galway ? 

These 12 months, I believe ; hut from the investi- 
gations I found it necessary to liold, in preparing briefs 
for English counsel, I think I should be very well 
acquainted with the freemen. 

3341. Have you seen a good deal of them in the 
12 znontlis ? — I liave. 

3342. Were you ever in the court held by 
hli-. P. M. Lynch for the admission of fr ecmen ? — 
I do not think he held a court since I came to 
Galway. 

3343. jkmong tlie freemen themselves have you 
heard it said that there is too much facility in llie 
admission of freemen ?— Well, iaideed I have ziot. 
I sliould like to draw the attention of the Com- 
missioners to a few matters in the course of the 
inquizy ; for instance, the payment to Andrew Lynch, 



Mhl'l'r* ‘***’“* “ **•■**■■>& because they were wlich'he stated he got fiem aelegilielit ^ w 

They p.M them out it, from me, and not from Hr. fo’SertfflZever) 



fT’ *» them back ; shilling eipeiided 

but Colonel French Stated he would not see them at a 

accordingly he paid them back j. that is the 
14/. 14s., I think. 

. Is tliis 155/. 6s. lOrf. the same as the auditor’ 



account ?--I think you have not it accurately before 
you. I think the election auditor made a mistake 
When he was giving evidence before ypu that he had 
seen no bills for Colonel French. I have a great 
number m iny hands, ajid you will find them all to 
have been initialed by him, so he must have made a 

:„d ;iderv» 

It .qn/ -r„„ 7,L- '’mentioned that he laid the legal expenses; lie will he here hefni-e vm, ,> 



Iiehalf of Colonel French i. ... 

the list I lianded in. 

3344. Did you get any money from Mr. Martin 
Josejili Blake ? — Mr. Blake swore that he gave none, 
and I will swear tliat I got none. 

3345. From liim, or any person on his behalf ?— 
Or from him in any shape or form. 

3346. What part did Mr. John Blake take in the 
election?— He was appointed the election agent under 
the Act of Pai-liament ; and Colonel French gave 
Iiun a few pounds, which he accounted for with 



out 30/.— Besides that , one sum mentioned by Mr. 
i-ynch, do you know of any otlier sum of money laid 
out 111 treating or paying voters ?— Not a shilling, 
except what I have on that list. 

Yes' *0 Michael Higgins in it ?— 

Ycf *’“* Fat flieany ?_ 



-.1 r ®^P®nses; lie will he here before you, and 
wiU show you the cheques. 

3347. Do yon know the amount that he got ? — I 
think he got 70/. 4j. 

^'^'’’Slooed by him first and then 
repaid ? — Qh ! no ; Colonel French gave it to liim. 

3349. He never advanced any money of his own, 
M of Mr. M. J. Blake’s ? — No, all that came out of 
Colonel Frencli’s pocket. 
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J. Mannion. 



James Mannion sworn and examined. 



6 Oct. 1857. 



3350. {Chief Commissioner.) Ai-e you a freeman? 
— Yes. 

3351. What trade ? — A slater and plasterer. 

3352. How many slaters are freemen ? — Well, I 
think there are about twenty. 

3353. Twenty registered voters ? — Registered 
voters, and some of them take a bribe too. 

3354. For whom did you vote ? — I voted for 
Colonel French ; I gave him a plumper. ’ 



3355. Did you get any money from Mr. Cai-ter ? 

No ; I never got a shilling from him or anyone. 

3356. From anyone during the last election ? 

During the last election ? 

3357. Did you get any treating ; anything to eat 
or drink ? — No. 

3358. Did you vote in 1852 ? — I was not registered 
in those days. 



Mr. R. Carter. Mr. Richard Carter recalled, and further examined. 

3359. {Chief Commissioner.) Did you say you gave him any money ? — It was to a man named 
Mannion, a shoemaker. 



li 

I! 



J. Mannion. 



James Mannion further examined. 



3360. {Chief Commissioner.) Were you offered 
money by anyone else ? — I was offered money to 
vote at the last election by them that opposed Colonel 
French. 

3361. 13y whom ? — A man named James Faliy 
come up to me in the street, and at the time I told 
him, “ Get away, you beggar, I do not want your 
“ money,” and that is the very word I expressed. 

3362. {Mr. Commissioner Leahy.) You were not 
registered as a tradesman in 1852 ? — ^No ; I let my 
registry run out ; I did not like to see the terrible 
corniption that was in it. 

3363. At the time Fahy offered you tlic money did 
you not think it was a joke, that he wanted to have 
some fnn with you ? — I knew well that it was not, 
1hat it was no joke. 

3364. {Mr. Commissioner White.) How many 
slaters took a bribe ? — Well, to tell you the truth, I 
do not know how many, but I do not know the like of 
them. 

3365. You heard it ? — No ; I do not know the 
like of them ; there is a rotten set in the town, not 
half of them slaters. 

3366. (Chief Commissioner.) I should like to ask 
you a question about that ; do you think Mr. Lynch 
lets them in too easily, and that some more care 
should be taken ? — Well I was often up in that box 
there (poijiting to the jury box in the court), and they 
letting in, and I objected to tradesmen here, and I 
was put down. 

3367. Rut they were let in, though you objected ? 
— They rverc. 

3368. Do you think it would improve the freemen 
to have care taken in letting tliom in ? — I think it 
^vould improve the freemen if a good deal of them 
was knocked off. I kne^v some of them in Galway to 
be tobacco-twisters. 

3369. Do you think that only the regular slater.s 
should be let in and not the pretended fellows ? — Oh, it 
is damned few of them you would have then. 



3370. {Mr. Commissioner Leahy.) What you mean 
to say is this, that there are too many people allowed 
to get the name of slaters who ought not to be 
slaters at all ? — Well, indeed I must tell you that a 
good many of them never served a day at it. 

3371. And notwithstanding that, they were admitted 
by Mr. Lyncli ? — Well, they were. 

3372. Did you ever know a case where persons 
were anxious to object, but were afraid of the mob 
and the crowd ? — Well, I will tell you ; there was one 
man particularly who was working at the Queen’s 
College, and I objected at that time, and I was put 
down by two men, and that was a man who was only 
residing for a few months in the town, and he was 
not here since, and he got his freedom, and he is away 
now off in Munster. 

3373. {Chief Commissioner.) Do you know liis 
name ? — 1 think liis name was Donnelly. 

3374. But how do you know that he was not a 
regular tradesman ? — 6li, no, but he was not residing 
no more than a month or two. 

3375. {Mr. Commissioner Leahy.) But what I want 
to know is, do they admit any who are not regular 
tradesmen, men called “ colts ? ” — I know what you 
mean by “ colts.” 

3376. Do you know if any of tliese were admitted 
into your trade ? — I was not present at their being 
admitted, but I lieard of their being admitted. 

3377. But are there many of your trade among the 
slaters and plasterers who have never followed their 
trade regularly, and ai-e not regular slaters ? — I know 
a good deal of them that is only impostors. 

3378. No, but what trade do they practise ? — They 
practice as slaters. 

3379. Are they slaters ? — Not at all, tlujy do not 
know how to be slaters ; they ai-e not slaters ; it is 
very hai-d to get slatei-s. 

3380. But still they get employment — they act as 
slaters ? — Yes, but they are deai'er in the end than 
regular slaters ; they, do not know how to give tJie 
cover to slates. 



I 



Henry Clare. 



Henrv Clare sworn and examined. 



3381. {Chief Commissioner.) Had you anything to 
say to tlie expenditure of money at the last election ? 
—No. 

3382. Hud you in 1852 ? — No. 

3383. {Mr. Commissioner Leahy.) What pai't did 
you take in the last election ? — I did all I could to 



forward Mr. O’Flaherty’s interest and Lord Dun' 
kelJin’s. 

3384. What trade ai-e you ? — A marble mason by 
trade. 

3385. Did you give any orders for goods ? — No. 



John Hale sworn and examined. 

3386. {Chief Cotnmissioner.) You are a freeman ? 3387. Had you anything to say to the laying out of 

‘—And a householder. hioney at the last election ?— Nothing. 
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3388. Whom did jou vote for ? — For O’FItiherty 
aud Lord DiiTikclim. 

3389. Had you nothing to say to the laying out of 
money ? — Nothing. 

3390. Had you in 1852 ? — No, I never received a 
penny for a vote or bribed a man. 

3391. Did you treat ? — Nor treat. 

3392. Did you treat any men at the last election ? 
— Thei'e was a parcel of shoemakers gathered round 
me, and told me I was employed as agent. I told 
tliem I was not ; but I was of their trade, aud I was 
obliged to treat them ; wlien we want men we are 
obliged to treat them. I often gave five shillings, ton 
sliillings, and a pound myself to get men wlien I would 
want tliera ; they asked me to get it for them. I told 
tliem that I could not get it for them, but I gave them 
2s. Qd. to drink. 

3393. Did 3’ou give any list to Dr. Browne of men 
who would vote in any particular way, or that should 
be paid for their votes ? — I know the position I stand 
in, with one leg in the grave, and as I am to be judged, 
I never gave him, even verbally, the name of a free- 
man that would vote. 

3394. Is there any other person of your name in the 
town ? — Thei-e is no person of the name but myself in 
Galway. 

3395. {Mr. Commissioner T.,eaky.) Did any of your 
trade come to speak to you about tlie list being sent 
in ? — No; but a lot of tliem gathered round me, and 
it was then that they told me I was employed as an 
agent, and I told them I was not. 

3396. But why did tJiey gather round you ? — To 
get the drink; it is uo matter whether they are free- 
men or not, hut for journeymen shoemakers it is 
custornm-y for employers to give them a treat at 
election times. 

3397. Why did they speak to you as being an 
agent ? — I could not tell. I told them I was no such 
thing, and not authorized by any person to he so. 

3398. Did you understand by their coming to you 
in tliat way that they wished you to become an 
agent? — I know they would; I am certain they would, 
but I never was. 

3399. Did you understand that they wished you to 
become an agent in order that you miglit liave some- 
thing to give them ? — Well, I believe soj hut the best 
part of them are not freemen, I have to tell you. 

3400. But some amongst them w6re ? — I tliink 
there were two or three in the body. 

3401. You are an employer ? — 1 am. 

3402. Ai-e you awfu-e that there are persons among 
your body who are admitted to be freemen without 
having served an apprenticeship, and who are not 
proper tradesmen ? — Oh, there are many not proper 
tradesmen ; all trades are alike for business such as that. 

3403. Are tliere instances where persons, not proper 
journeymen, were admitted as freemen ?— I believe 
tliero are. I have heai-d journeymen were admitted, 
persons who have not been tradesmen. 



3404. Have you heard manj’ complaining of persons 

being admitted as shoemakers tliat ought not to be? 

I have. 

3405. Were you ever in this court when Mr. Ljmch 
was admitting freemen? — ‘Well, I was sometimes, very 
seldom. I believe once, and only once. 

3406. Then you do not know much about it? — No; 
hut I often heard many of the men exclaiming and 
telling Mr. Lyncli that they were not ti-adesmen, aud 
to the best of my belief he did not make them. 

3407. Toil think objections are sometimes made? 

I do. 

3408. And he rejected the claimants ?— lie did. 

3409. Then he took tlie objection and acted upon 
it ? — Yes. 

3410. But still you have known complaints that 
many men were admitted who were not proper men ? 
— Well, in all trades here that is the case. 

3411. Have you no regulai’ plan among yourselves, 

the body of master shoemakers, to prevent the ad- 
mission of improper members into your trade? Oh no. 

3412. You took no steps about it? — Oil, no steps. 

3413. Would it ho an unpopular thing for a man to 
come forward here, every time, to represent the shoe- 
makers, and watch every man that claims the lulmission, 
would it not give you a good deal of trouble aud 
unpopularity ?— Certainly. 

3414. You would' rather stay at home and mind 
your other business? — Yes. 

3415. Ai-e other shoemakers in the habit of 
attending and making objections to those wlio are not 
eligible ? are you aware of any system of opposing 
men who are not entitled to the freedom ?— Not unless 
a man does it voluntarilj'. 

3416. But is it not a very unpleasant thing to come 
forward in a crowded court ? — It would for me, it 
might not for otliers. 

3417. And it would frighten a man tliat would he 
disposed to come forward to object ?— I think so. 

3418. {Chief Commissioner.) Did yon get any 
orders from Mr. Thomas Clare, in 1852, for voters?— 
Yes, in my trade. 

3419. Do you recollect the name of any who got 
the benefit of these orders? — Oh, I gave it to a lot of 
shoemakers. 

3420. Could you recollect the names of any? 

Well, there was a man named Martin Kelly, and a 
man named Joyce. 

3421. Freemen ? — Well, they might he freemen or 
they might not, at tlie time; hut certainly I gave it 
indiscriminately. 

3422. You mean that you did not give it to them 
because they were voters? — Them that was and them 
that was not got it. 

3423. Did the whole body of slioemakei's go 
together? — Well, I understand they have not a body, 
and did not meet for some years hack, aud it would be 
quite difficult to get them together. I believe for the 
last eight or ten years they had no room for meeting. 



John Hub. 
G Oct. 1857. 
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8424. {Chief Commissioner.) You are a solicitor 
—Yes. 

3425. Were you engaged at the last election fc 
Lord Dunkellin ?— Yes. 

3426. Did you lay out any money for Lord Dui 
kelhn ? — Not a shilling ; I regret to say I was n< 
paid myself. 

3427. You were notpaid yourself ?— Not for 1851 
1. was not. 

some at tlie last election ?- 
^ ^ they gave me what tlie law allowed. 

34-9. You know nothing, then, about the raone 
transaction of 1857 ?— I do not. , ' 

Cerf/*^'l joit miy money to lay out ? — 

you have not been paid you 
own lee . lor 1852 I have not ; I was promised 50i 
and I only got 10/.; I was engaged for 50/. 



3432. Can you give me any inforination of what 
became of tlie 2,000/. ? — I never saw or distributed 
anything, but, on the contrary, I got orders not to pay 
a ffU-tliing out of my own pocket ; and when I did not 
get it from them I did not pay it out of niy own 
pocket ; it was not very likely. 

3433. {Mr. Commissioner Leahy.) Who made the 
agreement with you for 50Z. ? — Mr. Slatthew Rush, 
the under-agent of Lord Clanricarde, a clerk of 
Mr. Darcy. 

3434. Did he give you any agreement or have you 
a copy of the agreement with you ? — Not the slightest ; 
I wrote several letters and made several applications, 
and he promised on the last occasion that I would bo 
paid, but he did not pay ; he forgot it. 

3435. 10/. was the legal fee ? — 16/. 16s. Qd. I 
received on the last occasion. 

L 
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3436. Who paid you the 10/. in 1852 ? — Robert 
Power paid me in tlie County Court house, <and 
against his will too. 

3437. Hut you know oO/. was an illegal charge ? — 



I do not know anything about that ; I think it would 
be very legal if they gave me 500/., for it cost me 
500/.; I was eleven months in my bed after it. 



Thomas aSTAUGnTKN sworn and examined. 



3438. {Chief Commissioner.) You are a freeman ? 
— I am. 

3439. In respect of what trade ? — Tailor. 

3440. How long have you been a freeman ? — I think 
since the year 1845 or thereabouts. 

3441. Have you voted at all the elections since ? — 
I only voted at two elections, 1847 and the last 
election ; ray registry was out in 1852, and I did not 
vote, and I regretted it much at the time. 

3442. Whom did you support at the last election ? 
—Colonel French. 

3443. Had you any money to lay out for him ? — 
Not a penny, but it is right to tell that I did lay out 
some. 

3444. What was it ? — Twenty-five shillings. 

3445. Upon what ? — Well, I will tell you ; I gave 
refreshments to the band, the day that Colonel French 
came into town. 

3446. Did you act for anyone in 1852 ? — Yes, I 
supported Mr. Martin Joseph Blake. 

3447. But were you agent for anybody ? — No, I 
acted for him without being an agent. 

3448. Did you take Mr. O’Flaherty’s pai't in 1852 ? 
— I did not, nor at any other time. 

3449. You wore for Mr. Martin Josepli Blake only ? 
— Only for Mr. Martin Joseph Blake. 

3450. Had you any money to lay out for Mr. Martin 
Joseph Blake in 1852 ? — Indeed, not a penny. 

3451. Did you give any orders ? — ^Indeed, I did not, 
a farthing. I did not know anything about money 
matters at the election at all. 

3452. Are you very well acquainted with the body 
of freemen ? — I think I am. 

3453. Is it your o])inion tliat the freemen are ad- 
mitted with too much facility ? — I am not at all 
favourable to the mode of theii- admission. I think it 
is open to very great abuse ; at the same time, I never 
met a gentleman who discliarged his duty with greater 
impartiality than Mr. Lynch. 

3454. Practically is there any test among the trades 
themselves to decide whether men really deserve the 
character in respect of which they claim ? — There is 
no system among them as to taking any steps to prevent 
parties coming and claiming as tradesmen, for this 
reason, that the Act of Parliament obliges ilr. Lynch 
to admit persons on the freemen’s roll, the qualification 
being only a residence of six months in Galway, and 
practising a trade or handicraft ; .and that being the 
state of ihc law at ])resent, Mr. Lynch always was 
under the inij)ression that he had no alternative Imt to 
admit a party, when it was shown that he did ])ractise 
a trade or handicraft. 

3455. That is the construction of the Act of Par- 
liament ? — Yes. 

3456. Is it your opinion, then, that the Act of Par- 
liament, or tlic construction of it, leads to some abuses 
in its practical results ? — Not the operation of the Act 
of Parliament ; but I will tell you where it strikes me 
there is in it a practical defect, and if remedied it 
would get rid of a great deal of the parties claiming 
that certainly are not entitled. Under the charter at 
the time of the corporation, there were guilds of trades 
here; every trade was a guild; tailors and .shoemakers, 
cabinetmakers, carpenters, and shipwrights wei’e res- 
pectable guilds in them.selvos ; and a party should be 
a member of a guild before being admitted to the right 
of citizenship, that is, to have the right of voting ; and 
it is my candid impi'ession that if that system were 
in operation for years, that the respectibility of the 
freemen in Galway would be greatly enhanced, be- 
cause then the men whom a former witness has alluded 
to would not, and could not, be admitted. 



3457. There is, then, nothing to supply the want of 
those regular guilds Not unless a person like me or 
some other freeman should come forward before a 
croAvded court and make an objection against the party; 
and although I liave very little difficulty in appearing 
before tlie public, I certainly would not like to go to 
the extent of interfering with the rights of any man. 

3458. You would not volunteer against him ? I 

have done so, hut not as a general rule. I attend the 
courts held by Mr. Lynch, almost constantly, and 
indeed, I was the principal means, I will not say of 
coercing, but in inducing him, in February 12 months, 
to hold a court, because I believe Mr. Lynch is not 
much inclined to admit freemen. 

3459. To hold courts here ? — Yes. 

3460. Would you, then, desire to see something like 
tlie system of guilds established among the trades, as 
some obligation on the persons, before they claim 
from Mr. Lynch, to be admitted by the body, or by a 
guild of the trade to which they belong ? — I Avould 
look on it as the only practical remedy. 

3461. Except the remedy which you have suggested, 
does anything occur to you calculated to produce tlie 
some effect ; any other step or measure that Avould 
increase the respectability of the freemen ? — Well, not 
as to their admission; but if some of the guilds were to 
he established, no man could be admitted to the guild 
hut a man Avho had served an apprenticeship. 

3462. That is the same view you have already 
advocated ? — I saw and knoAV myself of a great many 
persons having the elective franchise in Gabvay who 
Avere not born in it, and came in from the country 
districts, at the time they Avero elected liere, and after 
being admitted as voters Aveut away again. I often 
heard respectable tradesmen of the town express 
their feelings very strongly that such parties were 
admitted. 

3463. {Mr. Commissioner Leahy.) Why should a 
man coming from the country, who is a regular 
tradesman, not be admitted ? — Not being a native, in 
con.sequence of the great facility that the Act of 
Piu’liament gives, there are classes of parties on the 
freemen’s roll that Avould not be on it under the 
system to Avhich the Chief Commissioner alluded. 

3464. But Avhat you say is, tliat the trades object 
to the admission of parties Avho are not natives of 
Gahvay ? — They are inferior classes of persons from 
the country, generally country tailors, country car- 
penters, and dry Avail builders, and persons of that 
description, smd not of the respectable trades. 

3465. But if on coming into GalAvay they got 
employment in their trade, Aidiy should Mr. Lynch 
not admit them ? — Oh, he has no alternative at pre- 
sent. 

3466. How many persons of your trade have been 
admitted here as freemen, althougii they have not 
served any apprenticeship ? — Oh, a good many of 
them ; hut if the guilds of trades were established, as 
they AA’ere formerly, they could not be admitted to 
their freedom; they AvouId not be admitted into the 
guilds. 

3467. And your notion is, tJien, that no person 
should be admitted as a freeman that had not served 
an apprenticeship ? — Yes, decidedly, because persons 
living in the tOAA'n have a superior education, from 
going to schools and the facilities there are for educa- 
tion in the town, and intercourse Avith their felloAV men, 
that certainly would improve the class, according to 
•the question of the Chief Commissioner. 

3468. But Avould that not exclude a great many 
good tradesmen avIio are well able to work from the 
freedom, because of the death of their master, or 
change of residence ? — It would not exclude them. 
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3469. Why ? — For this reason, that ivlieu a trade 
is formed into a body, or guild, the pej-son that is 
competent and qualified can enter that guild or body 
by paying a fee for admission, ivithout serving an 
apprenticeship. 

3470. Do you tliink it has been an inducement to 
men of that class to come into Gahvay and practise 
the trade because they could get admission as free- 
men ? — Well, I think the facility of obtaining the 
franchise might be an inducement to them to come here. 

3471. You tliink so ? — I have no doubt of it. 

3472. And to be admitted as regular tradesmen ? — 
Oh, no ! they would not be admitted as regular trades- 
men j the freeman franchise only gives them the right 
of citizenship, but it could not give them a regular 
tz'ade ; they could not be regular members of the 
body of the trade of the town, because they would 
not he competent. 

3473. [Mr. Commissioner White.) Have you ever 
fonned a calculation of what would be the proportion 
of persons upon the freemen’s roll who would not be 
upon it, if a proper test were applied, such as that 
you suggest of admission by guild ? — I did not 
analyse the registry for that purpose. 

3474. Could you give an opinion as to whether it 

would be one-third, one-fourth, or one fifth ? I 

would say in or about 100 or 150. 

3475. You know a good deal about the freemen 
apparently j what do you think of the charges of 

corruption made against them as a body ? What I 

think of the charges of corruption is, that they are 
quite unfounded in fact. 

3476. Do you think there is no proportion of them 
open to bribery ? — I know there are some of them 
open to it. 

3477. Would you give us an idea of what that 

number or proportion would be in your opinion ? 

So far as what I would call venal voters, persons that 
would vote for Tom, Bill, Dick, or Harry, I would say 
there are about 50 of that class. 

3478. About one-tenth of the entire number, that 
would be ? — Well, I cannot say that ; but I Icuow there 
are otlier persons that would be inclined to give the 
preference of their vote to persons that would employ 
them. 

3479. Have you ever known of your own know- 
ledge a system resorted to by the heads of trades, 
going to candidates before an election, to ask them 

questions about ? — ^In fact, tiiere is no such thing 

here as the hesids of trades. 

3480. I mean pei-sons professing to represent them, 
influential tradesmen ? — No, not on the ]>art of the 
body ; but I will tell you what I know to Jiave been 
done in different instances, and I satv some of the 
parties here on this table as witnesses ; they make it 
a habit to make out lists for the purpose of going to 
the election agents to get orders on the names of them 
parties ; they prepare these lists and bring them j and 
to my certain knowledge they could not induce a 
single voter to vote for any candidate. 

3481. Would you say tliat was the case with 
Waldron, the butcher ? — I would. 

3482. And would you say the same as to Codyre ? 

— They care nothing about it, so as they get their 
hellyfull of drink. 

3483. Tliough they hand in a list, they could not 
get anj' of the parties upon it to come along with 
them ? — Not one ; I would not say hut Waldron might 
have his son-in-law ; but my flrjn conviction in this 
public court is tliat he could not influence one out of 
the 23 butchers that he gave in. 

3484. Is it your opinion, from your acquaintance 
with the freemen, that only one-tenth of that body 
IS corrupt ? — That is of persons, as I said, venal voters. 

3485. Who would take'money for voting for a party 
irrespective of liis political principles ? — Irrespective 
of his political principles. 

3486. (Chief Commissioner.) But a much greater 
number, you must admit upon the evidence, would take 
money as compensation for their time ?— Only 50, 

I think, would take it as a bribe ; I must make this 



THE COUNTr OF THE TOWN OF G.AL^YAY. 

distinefion, because I Jieard it made in the course of 
of the e-vamination. A great deid has been said 
about compensation, and about money given for 
voting, and I was under the impression that the 
latter ivas mciint by the Commissioners. 

3487. We did not confine its application ; we 
merely wished to obtain information ? — But there are 
influential parties, whose services are applied for by 
the respective candidates at an election, and those 
parties get some compensation for their time, men wJio 
would not give their vote for any amount of money. 

3488. (Mr. Commissioner White.) They distinguish 
between a bribe, and money for loss of time ? — Just 
so ; men that would not vote for a man, whatever 
amount of money might be given for their vote. 

3489. Do you think, if a candidate otfered a lai-ger 
sum than was necessary to cover the loss of time, 
20/. instead of 51, do you think they would refuse 
the 20/.?— That would depend altogether upon the 
moral principle of the pai-ty. 

3490. (Mr. Commissioner Leah)/.) You said you 

believed about 50 would vote as you expressed it— for 
“ Jack, Tom, or Bill,” on payment of money? I did. 

3491. How many more would be influenced by 
money, supposing thei-e were two candidates of the 
same political opinions, one of which pai-ties was 
offering money and the other was not ?— Upon my 
word I think that class would have a larger scope 
than the former. 

3492. Generally speaking, hitherto, there liave been 

several candidates of the same political opinions ? I 

am not aware of them ; — On what occasions ? 

3493. Oh, several times; they are all liberals, are 
they not? at Mr. Martin Blake’s election, for instance, 
all were liberal candidates ?— But you see there is a 
great deal of difficulty in analysing the word “ Liberal.” 

3494. Would you have supported Mr. Pat. Blake? 
— Well, I did; I gave him my support on this prin- 
ciple, that of personal regard for himself and the 
other memliers of his family; I gave him my support 
freely, voluntarily, Avithout consideration, or any 
other object but his being of service to Galway, if 
I could get him in; because I would have voted for 
a conservative against Mr. O’Flalierty on public prin- 
ciple alone; I have no private feelings towards the 
gentleman. 

3495. (Mr. Commissioner Leahy.) But are there 
many of the freemen actuated hy these pure motives ? 
you have just stated you believe there is a great body 
of them?— I will pro\^o it by facts; it is no matter of 
opinion at all; I Avould like to give facts, as so much 
has been said against tlie freemen, in order to prove 
that the great body of these men are an independent 
class of voters. In 1841 the great body of them 
opposed the Avhole county of the toivn interest, the 
ratepayers, and the great body of the householders, 
Avhich at that lime supported Mr. AndrCAV Harry 
Lyncli, and they returned Sir Valentine Blake to 
Parliament v-ithout a shilling cost. At the last 
election tlio great body of them supported Colonel 
French, without a shilling inducement to give their 
vote. In 1 852 they supported Mr. Anthony O’Flaherty 
without a shilling exjiense. It is in evidence here 
that 2,000/. was spent on behalf of one candidate, 
and 1,300/. on behalf of another candidate, and the 
presumption was that that money went among the 
freemen, whereas the fact that the freemen jiroved 
by their great majority in voting, was that the man 
who expended the greatest amount of money had the 
less number of freemen; the man avIio expended the 
next greater amount of money liad a someAviiat greater 
number of freemen; and the man who spent no money 
at all had the great majority of that class. And 
AA'hilo on that part of the subject, perhaps you would 
baye- the kindness to take my opinion on another 
point. ^ I do ijelieve in my conscience, and upon my 
oath, in the presence of the Cummissioiiers anti of this 
coui-f, of political friends and opponents, I believe, 
lliat there is an organized conspiracy among certain 
parties connected with the county of the tOAvii of 
Gahvay, and Avith theii- aiders and abettors in the town 

L2 
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to make out a case to disfranchise the freemen, — and 
that system is in operation since 1842, — because they 
are independent. I also wish to speak as to Colonel 
French becoming a candidate. On my oath that 
contest was got up from no monied or personal con- 
siderations; it was for a public principle, and in 
maintenance of a public principle, that Colonel French 
was called uj)on to stand. 

3496. {Chief Commissioner.) Were you one of those 
persons wJio were active in getting up the requisition ? 

I think I was the person. After Mr. Patrick Blake 

retired there was great excitement in town in conse- 
queneeof arnmour that Mr. Blake had withdrawn owing 
to the exorbitant sums that some parties demanded for 
their votes, particuliuiy one body ; and the great body 
of the freemen got so indignant at such an imputation 
as that being cast upon them, and at a gentleman they 
esteemed and respected retiring with such an imputed 
rumour against them, that they determined to prove 
the reverse was the fact, by calling on a gentleman who 
was identified with them in princi]>le, and was an 
honourable man ; and they called on him to maintain 
their princijiles, and not for tlie purpose of a contest. 
And there was no deputation went toKilcornau at all; 
it was only a few individuals that went on their own 
mere motion. They were not deputed by any one, by 
no party, no body, and no trade. 

3497. At the time Colonel French first issued his 
address, had you any communication with him? — In 
the whole course of my life, never. 

3498. Had you been acting for Colonel French 
before ho came to Galway, or until after Mr. Pat 
Blake retired ? — I had not. It was on public grounds 
that I supported him. 

3499. Bo you wish to add any more ? — You will 
perceive by the poll-book for 1852 that the Marquis 
of Clanricarde liad then upon tlie list of freeholders 
a considerably larger constituency upon liis own 
estalo than lie had in 1857. After the election of 
1852, when it was .supposed there was some underhand 
coalition, — 1 do not say whether it -was so in reality 
or not, — ^lietwecn Lord Dunkellin andMr. O’Fhilierty, 
for the inirpose of tripping up Mr. M.J. Blake, some of 
Mr. Blake’s friends, myself among the rest, examined 
the registry, and we found the great majority of the 
Marquis of Clanricarde’s votei's in the county of 
the town of Galway were fictitious. 

3500. How do you mean fictitious ? — That is, 
parties were on the registry who had been dead for 
yeai’s, and n-cro personated at the election of 1852. 
The figures shou'ed that the strength on the registry 
was fallacious ; but although the individuals died, the 
votes never died at all. 

3501. (Mr. Commissioner Leahy.) But how do you 
know all that ? — Because I was one of the objectors, 
and got them knocked off before the barrister. And 
I must tell you that at the last October sessions 
I served 70 notices of objection upon tenants of 
3Ir. Lynch that Avere only fictitious claimants. 

3502. Of Mr. P. M. Lynch that admits the free- 
men ? — Yes; the chums Averc served as purporting to 



come from some 8/. ratepayers, Avhilst some of these 
were only rated at 9s. 

3503. And did you get them struck off ? I did. 

3504. But the result ' of all this is, that the rate- 
paying constituency is so far a bona fide one for that 

value, according to the parliamentary franchise ? 

Well, I believe it is. Another thing upon Avhicli I 
Avould like to express an opinion, is a matter that 
Mr. Rochfort has been asked about. He Avas asked 
in the event of the freeman franchise of G alway beinw 
done RAvay Avith, Avhat Avoiild bo the effect ? My 
impression and my belief is, from my experience of 
the freeman franchise, that if it Avere done away Avith 
in toto, Gahvay Avould be a close borough, and would 
be entirely in the hands of the landlords of the county 
of the toAvn, and of their friends and supporters in 
the tOAvn. 

3505. (Mr. Commissioner White.) Did you not say 
that on one occasion you had exercised influence to 
induce Mr. Lynch to hold a court ? am I to undei-stand 
by that that he is indisposed to admit so many free- 
men ? — I think he is A’ery much indisposed to admit 
them at all. 

3506. And do the freemen press him ? — There is a 
requisition from the person aa'Iio considers himself 
entitled to be placed on the freemen’s roll, and then 
he takes his oAvn time to hold liis court ; and often 
since the last election there avus a requisition sent to 
Mr. Lynch to admit freemen, and he has not acted 
upon it, and he has called no court. 

3507. (Mr. Commissioner Leahy ^ — Have you taken 
any active steps about having a court held for the 
admission of freemen ? — No ; in February tAvelvc- 
months I had a requisition presented to him. 

3508. And did ho comply ? — He did some time 
afterAvards, in some months. 

3509. Had the parties at all pressed for admission 
in numbers, or in Avhat Avay do they come to sign the 
requisition ? — Each indh'idual may come forAvavd 
Avlien they think proper, and ilftcr the requisition has 
been put fonviU’d, parties tliat did not sign it come 
forward Avithout previous notice., 

3510. Is there an impression among the tradesmen 
hero that Mr. Lynch does not hold a court often 
enough ? — There is. 

3511. Were you in London about this petition ?— 
I Avas. 

3512. Were yon an activ'e agent for it on the part 
of Colonel French ? — I Avas. 

3513. What is your position and occupation? — I 
am engaged in Avriting in Mr. McGoveren’s office. 

3514. Well, you call yourself a Avriting clerk ? — I 
often acted in that capacity Avhilst cai'rying on my 
business, but latterly my state of health does not 
permit me to folloAV my business. 

3515. You say your state of health would not 
alloAv yon to carry on your business, and that you 
have now taken to Avriting ? — Yes; and all theAvork I 
have done as a political agent I never got a shilling 
for it from Colonel French. 



Mr. A. 
O'Flalurtg. 



Mr. Anthony O’Flauektt recalled and further examined. 



3516. (Chief Commissioner.) Do yon Avish to make 
any remark on the evidence that has been given ? — 
AIIoav mo to explain a fact; I just merely Avisli to 
state, that neither in the year 1852 nor at any occasion 



on Avhich I stood for the toAvn of Galway, have I had 
either coalition or collusion Avith Lord Dunkellin or 
any other party. 



Thomas Lee. 



TiioAtAS Lee SAVorn and examined. 



3517. (Chief Commissioner.) Wiat are you ? — A 
bootmaker. 

3518. And a freeman ? — Yes. 

3519. Did you take any part in the last election? — 
Yes. 

3520. Whose side did you advocate ? — Colonel 
French. 



3521. Did you receive any money, or pay any 

money to any body ? — No. _ 

3522. Did you take any part in the election ot 
1852 ?— Yes. 

3523. Who Avere you for then ? — Mr. Martin 
Joseph Blake alone, although I voted for Mr. 
O’Flaherty. Although Mr. O’Flaberty told me 1 -vi-as 
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n opponent of bis, I gave him the first vote I had 
n my life. 

3524. Would you say, that though you voted for 
Mr. O’Flaherty, your whole interest was for Mr. Mar- 
in Joseph Blake ? — Decidedly. 



3o25. Did you receive any juoney from Mr. Martin 
Joseph Blake at all ? — I did from one of his agents ; 
and I was present wheu Mr. Murphy was paying 



Thomas Lee. 
6 Oct. 1857. 



John Hughes sn 

3526. {Chief Co7ninissioner.') Are you a voter ? — 
Yes ; I am a freeman, a victualler by trade. 

3527. At the last election for whom did you vote ? 
— I voted for Lord Dunkellin and Colonel French. 

3528. Did you receive any money at the last 
election ? — Not a shilling. 

3529. Did you pay any money ?— No, I did not. 

3530. Did you treat anybody ? — I did, out of my 
own pocket ; it was my own money I gave. 

3531. Do you recollect how much? — A few 
shillings. 

3532. Were you paid again ? — Yes. 

3533. Were they voters, or a crowd in the sti-eet ? 
— No, it was women I gave it to. 

3534. Do you recollect any more money being spent 
at the last election ? — ^No. 

3535. Did you take any part in the election of 
1852 ? — I did ; that was the first time I voted. 

3536. For whom did you vote then ? — I voted for 
Mr. O’Flaherty and Mr. Martin Joseph Blake. 

3537. Did you get any money or ordei-s from either 
of them, or their agents ?— I got no orders. I got 3^. 
in a month after, or some time after. 

3538. Oh ! were you one of the freemen paid 31. a 
head ? — I was. 

3539. That Avas some-time after the election, which 
was in the month of July? — It Avas in August, I 
think. 

3540. Was it Mr. Murphy Avho paid you ? — It Avas 
Greany called me one day, when he Avas passing by, 
and gave it to me. 

3541. Did all the butchers' go in a body, that day, 
to receive it ? — No ; there was some of them Avcnt. 

3542. Did you get any more ? — I did not. I did 
not ask a penny ; I always had money of my OAvn. 

3543. Ilad anything been said, during the election, 
to prepare you for getting it ? — Not a Avord ; I did 
not speak of it at all. 

3544. Or to anyone ? — ^Not at all. 

3545. And, although that 31. Avas given to you, no 
one told you it would be given to you ? — No one told 



•orn and examined. 

me. Greany called me, and gave it to me Avhen he 
Avas passing, and I lost it the same night, out of my 
OAvii pocket ; I got myself drunk. 

3546. Were there many more Avith you that day? — 
There Avas no one, I believe; I could not tell Avhether 
there Avas or not, to tell the truth. 

3547. {Mr. Commissioner Leahy.) For Avhat did 
you get the 31. ? — My agency, I believe. 

3548. {Mr. Commissioner White.) What had you 

been doing as an agent, had you been canvassin<^ ? 

Anyone I had influence Avith I Avas brinsino- u» for 
Blake and O’Flaherty. ° 

3549. Bringing them up ?— Yes, doing my en- 
deavours for them. 

3550. Did the butchers hold any meeting before the 
election of 1852 ?~No, they did not hold a meeting j 
every man goes as he likes. 

3551. Do they generally go together ?— Sometimes 
they do, and sometimes they divide themselves. 

3552. Is it not the fact that all voted, Avith tAvo or 
tlu-ee exceptions, for the same candidate iu 1852 ? 
— There Avas no general meeting ; they are all 
divided. 

3553. Did you ever press Waldron or anybody else 

to pnt his name on the list as in the market ? All the 

dealings that I had witli liim in 1852 Avas on a Sunday 
evening ; he then told me that last evening “ he had a 
“ great good night.” “ Where were you ? ” said I. 
“ BeloAv at Ward’s,” said he, “ drinking bottles of wine 
“ and every sort.” lie said he Avonld spend five 
shillings out of his OAvn pocket, and I had a fcAv glasses 
of ale, and I knoAv no more almut it. I never pressed 
him or anybody else to put doAvn my name on that 
list. He had some job Avith Ward the night before, 
that Avas the reason, I suppose. 

3554. {Mr. Commissioner Leahy.) Well, then, do 
you SAvear before us, that although you Avere acting as 

an agent, you did not expect to get anything ? ^No, 

I did not. 

3555. But Avhen the 31. Avere offered to you, you 
raised no iiuestion about talcing it ? — Just so. 



John Hughes, 



Edward Whelan sworn and examined. 



3556. {Chief Comniissioner.) Are you a A'oter ?— 
Yes, I vote as a ratepayer. 

3557. Did you spend any money at the last election ? 
— No. 

3558. Did you pay any, or did 3-011 know of anv 
being paid ?— I think, if I stated I did not, I should 
be stating Avhat is wrong. 

3559 — State Avhether you did or not ? — I did, but 
it Avas very little. 

3560. Was it paid in treating or to voters ? In 

treating. 

3561. Who were you for ?~I voted for O’Flahcrtv 
and Lord Dunkellin. 

3562. What did you spend, and for Avhose interest ? 
—I will tell you hoAV it occurred. I Avas a master 
bootmaker, and I had some journeymen Avorking for 
me at the time. The Avrit Avas about to be issued; they 
got very idle in consequence ; they came to me for a 
treat, and in order to got rid of tlieni I advanced them 
this sum. 

3563. Was that with the knoAvledge of either of the 
candidates that you voted for ?— Certainly not. 



3564. Did you take any part in the election of 1852 ? 
— I Avas not here at tlie time at all. 

3565. {Mr. Commissioner Leahy.) As a master 
bootmaker, do you liiid Avhen an election is coming on 
that it causes a great deal of the freemen Avho arc 
AVorking jnen to become idle ? — No doubt of it. 

3566. To lose a great deal of their time in that 
way before and after Ihe election ’—Since it came 
under my observation they do ; and I am told it is 
the custom, ns soon as the AA-rit is about to be issued, 
for men to tliroAv up tlieir Avork. 

3567. Did you hear any of the men in your em- 
]iloymcnt talk about getting payment or coinijensation 
lor their loss of time ? — I believe they did expect it, 
some of them. 

3568. Are there many members admitted into your 
trade ? — I have only been here for the last four }'ears. 

3569. Did you apply for your freedom ? — Well, to 
tell you the truth, I did not. 

3570. Why not ? — I thought under the circum- 
stances that I Avas quite in obscurity, and I did not 
want to be a politician. I thought it Avas better for a 
ti-adesmau to mind his Avork. 



E. Whelan. 
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Mt. Xr. John Harrison sworn and examined. 



3571. {Chief Commissioner.) Do you live in tlie 

6 Oct. 1857. town ?~I do. 

3572. Did you take any part in the last election for 

any candidate ? — I did, for Mr. O’Flaherty. 

3573. Well, you heard the evidence here about the 
money spent for him ; do you know of any money 
being spent beyond what was mentioned ? — I spent 
none whatever. 

3574. Do you know of any more than the 4001. ? — 
I did not know of the 400^. before. 

3575. Were you here in 1852 ? — I was. 

3576. Whom did you support in 1852 ? — Mr. 
O’Flaherty and Mi‘. M. J. Blake. 

3577. Did you know anything then of the expendi- 
ture of money ? — I spent some money then, but it did 
not come out of the pockets of any of tlie candi- 
dates. 

3578. Did it come from yourself ? — No ; a very 
small sum came from myself ; it was from a .subscrip- 
tion. It forms a part of that, and is returned in one 
of the accounts. 

3579. Wliat was the amount ? — 201. 

3580. What did you do with it ? — I gave it to 
some persons who exerted themselves very much at 
the election. 

3581. Were they voters or not ? — It was not for 
their votes ; some of them were and some of them 
were not. 

3582. Well, what was it for ? — It was for their 
exertions ; I am one of those parties who were very 
anxious to return Martin Joseph Blake, and to turn 
out Lord Dunkellin, in consequence of his not giving 
some assurance that he would support Mr. Daly in the 
county ; perhaps T may explain myself more by say- 
ing that I am one of the Conservatives. 

3583. Of whom there are hut a small number ? — 
Oh, they turned the scale then. In consequence of 
the conduct of Lord Claiiricarde in the county we 
went for Martin Joseph Blake in place of Lord 
Dunkellin ; but it is right to state that we never made 
a promise to Lord Dunkellin or any candidate previous 
to the election. 

3584. The 20l. you mentioned as having been spent, 
was not for votes ? — Oh, it was some time afterwards 
that the 201. was sent to me to give to persons 
who had exerted themselves ; it had nothing to do 
with the candidates at all. 

3585. Are you engaged in trade or business your- 
self?— -I am a woollen draper, and latterly I have 
added a tailoring department to my establishment. 

3586. Have you resided long in Galway ? — Over 
20 years. 

3587. Are you well acquainted with the freemen ? 
—Well, I cannot say I was well acquainted with them 
until I had something to do with tailors ; one I regret 
I had ever anything to do witli. 

3588. Have-yon some of them in your employment ? 
— I have now. 

3589. Did you find this election operated injuriously 
upon their working ? — I do say it would he better for 
some of t.hein that they had no vote, decidedly in every 
way. 

3590. Do you know anything about the degree of 

coiTuption among them, or of tlieir taking money ? 

All I know is, that T think very few would vote unless 
they got money or promises, from what I know of 
them. 

3591. Have you ever canvassed them yourself? 

I have. 

3592. Is it from canvassing them that you have 
arrived at that conclusion ? — Yes ; several came to 
me and spoke about it, and asked what they would 
get. 

3593. Has that occurred often? — Whenever 1 had 
nything to do -with them. 

3594. And yon always found them ready to take 
money, or to ask for it too ? — I have. 

3595. As to tlie ratepaying portion of the com- 
munity, have you ever lieai’d of any imputation upon 



them ? — Never ; I never heard of ratepayers either 
asking or receiving money, except one, and that is 
merely hearsay, and I do not know whether it is true 
or not. 

3596. Was that in 1852 or in 1857? — ^It was in 
1857, and I very much doubt the truth of it. 

3597. Do you know the name of Ihe party ? do 

hut I do not think it fair to mention it, as I did not 
think there was any truth in the statement. 

3598. Well, do you know any more about the out- 
lay of money in 1852 or 1857 ? — Never ; I had nothing 
to do with the outlay of money at elections except 
what I mentioned to you. 

3599. Do you agree with those witnesses who think 
that the institution of guilds or something of that 
kind would tend to raise the respectability of the free- 
man franchise, by offering some test of education as a 
qualification for admission ? — Oh, I do not know ; my 
impression is that a great many of those poor persons 
whom Mr. Naughten mentioned would be much better 
qualified to have the franchise than Mr. Naughten 
himself. 

3600. You do not lay so much reliance on education 
as Mr. Naughten ? — Yes ; hut I would depend upon 
honesty far more. 

3601. But is it your opinion, without entering upon 
the question of Mr. Naughten, that the institution of 
guilds, or having as a test of qualification some 
apprenticeship or admission into a guild, would tend 
to raise the character of freemen as to respectability ? 
— I could give no answer at all to that ; I know nothiiw 
whatever about the guilds. 

3602. Could you say how many of these freemen 
would be entitled to vote under the 8?. rating,, if they 
were not voting as freemen ? — I could not say, I 
never looked into that. 

3603. At the last election did the men in your 
employment vote in the way you wished ? — I canvassed 
all my men to vote previous to the last election ; they 
every one promised to vote for me, and did so, with 
one exception. 

3604. Did you disemploy that man who would not 
vote for you ? — I did, because he promised voluntarily 
to vote for me and afterwards deceived me, that was 
the reason ; I have the other men working with me 
who did vote. 

3605. You heard Mr. Naughten give evidence here, 
do you agree generally as to what he stated as to the 
purity of the freemen? — I agree with Mr. Naughten ! 
It would he very hard to make me believe that. 

3606. Mr. Naughten was a tailor, and was once an 
employer, vms he not? — I employed Mr. Naughten; he 
robbed me, and I had to swear informations. 

3607. That is a highly improper and unbecoming 
observation. I ask you. Do you think, in the opinions of 
Mr. Naughten, as he has expressed them nowpolitically, 
that he represents the sentiments of the body of tailors 
generally ? — I would be sorry to think he did. 

3608. As to this 20^. •which you say that you spent, 
among what class of voters did you spend it ? — I gave 
the principal portion to one man. 

3609. What is his name ? — Garrett Pierce : he was 
very active at the election. 

3610. Wliat is he ? — Ho is a voter. 

3611. A freeman ? — I do not know whether he is a 
freeman or a rated occupier. 

3612. What trade is he ? — He collectsrents for me; 
— ^Iie is a carpenter by trade. 

3613. And for what purpose did you give it to him ? 
— ^I gave it to him for Jiis exertions after the election 
was over. I gave it to himself. 

3614. Was that for any particular piu’ty? — It 
■was to put out Lord Dunkellin and to put in Martin 
Joseph Blake. My object was to have Mr. Daly I'C- 
turnod for the county, and we wanted Lord Clanri- 
carde to allow the three parties to fight the battle, and 
not to interfere ; and if he did so, I believe in my 
heart and sonl that Lord Dunkellin would have been 
returned and Martin J. Blake thrown out. 
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Mr. Edward O’Shaughnessey sworn and examined 



3615. {Chief Commissioner^ Had you any money 
in your liands at the last election ? — Not one far- 
thing. 

3616. Did you pay any money to anybody ? — ^Not 
a fraction. 

3617. Did you treat anybody ? — I did. 

3618. Well, what amount did you pay out in treat- 
ing ? — I gave two orders for 10s., -which I did out of 
my own pocket. 

3619. Without the knowledge of the candidate.^ ? 

They never spoke to me on the subject. 

3620. Whose part did you take ? — Mr. O’Flalierty’s. 

3621. Those two orders which you gave, were they 
for treating, for whiskey, or meal ? — ^It was not on 
account of the election. I have given these two men 
orders several times before for meal to a store, which 
they always paid. 

3622. And do you say solemnly that it was not on 
account of their votes at the election ? — It was not ; 
but I expected they would have stood by me if I 
asked it. 

3623. Well, in giving it, did you think that they 
were going with you ?— Well, that was my impression; 
but one of them went against me, and I had to pay 
it myself. 

3624. What are their names ? — One man is named 
Tliomas Griffin, the other is a weaver, Hugh Pewson. 

3625. And one of them voted against you ? — He 
did ; at least he did not vote as I wished lie would. 

3626. In 1852 did you take any part ? — Ineverleft- 
the workhouse, and I knew no more of the election then 
than the child unborn. 

3627. When you gave the orders to those men you 
thought that they would vote for you ? — Certainly ; 
at least I thought so, but they did not. 

3628. How long have you been master of the work- 
house ? — Eight yeai-s, at least. 

3629. Have you any freemen in it ? — Two, to my 
knowledge, at the election of 1857. I know of no 
more. 

3630. Did tliey go out to vote ? — They did. 

3631. Had you them on your books ? did they vote 
with you ? — No, I had nothing to do -with them. They 
demanded their discharge and left the workhouse. 



One went away and I did not see him afterwards, and 
I do not know where he is ; the other came in in 
about six weeks afterwards. 

3632. In 1852 had you any in the workhouse ? — In 
1852 I knew nothing about elections. 

3633. Did you see whether they went ont and 
stayed out, or came home ?— I spent 22 years in India 
and I knew very little about political affairs then. I 
recollect at the election of 1852 I never opened my 
hps to a single pauper on tlie subject. 

3634. (ilfn Commissioner White.) What were the 
names of the two other freemen wlio had left the work- 
house ?— One was Michael Glynn, the other was 
named Clancy, I think, but I cannot tell you his 
Christian name. 

3635. Did you give 37. to Griffm and to the weaver ? 
— I did not give oue farthing. 

3636. {Chief Commissioner.) Did you give it to his 
wife ? — Not a farthing. 

you ever send it to Griffin in an enve- 
lope . — Not one farthing, solemnly or sacredly. 

3638. Did your wife pay tire money ?— I do not 
know ; she might have paid 1,0007. without my know- 
ledge. 

3639. Did you make a bargain for these men for 
37. each, if they voted for you ? — I did not. 

3640. And did they not get the money ?— I cannot 
say that. 

3641. {Mr. Commissioner Leahy.) As master of the 
workhouse, do you know whether any considerable 
number of these freemen have to seek workhouse 
relief ? — Yes ; this man Glynn I knew five or six 
years, he has been in the worklrouse at least five or six 
years ; I would say he had gone out in 1852 to vote ; 
I cannot call to mind, I think he did, but I would not 
swear positively; but I know he went out in 1857, 
for be is discharged off the books, and that is proof 
positive. 

3642. But have there been many freemen from 

time to time, I mean in the workhouse as paupers ? 

There is, off and on. 

3643. Several ? — I never recollect more than five or 
six, I am sure there were never seven. 



Mr. E. 

O'Skaugknestt/. 
S Oct. 1857. 



Mr. J OHN Harrison, recalled and further examined. 



Mr.J.Harrison, 



3644. {Chief Commissioner.) You wish to make a 

statement in reference to your former evidence ? I 

was asked if I had given employment to a tailor, and 
whether after the election I had not dismissed him for 
voting contrary to ray wish ; he never gave me an 



opportunity, for he never came near me afterwards, 
although he owed me some money. I do not say, at 
the same time, that I would have retained liim in my 
employment. 



James Fahy sworn and examined. 



364o. {Chief Commissioner.) A witness named 
James Mamiion was examined here to-day, and 
deposed that at the last election for the county of the 
town of Galway an offer of money for his vote was 
made by you to him, and that be replied in these 
words— “ Get away, you beggar, you, I do not want 

your money,” is that the fact, did that occur ? On 

iny oath, I have no recollection of any such couversa- 
tiou taking place. 

3646. But were you canvassing at that election ? 

les, I canvassed for Mr. O’Flaherty. 

3647 . Mannion has a vote, and it is very likely that 
you did canvass him ?— It is very likely I might ; I 
might have asked liim the same as the rest ; I 
might not recollect, I canvassed a great many. 

3648. When you were going about for Mr. O’Flaherty 

■wore you not asked for money or promises ? Oh yes, 

several, and I paid them money. 

3649. How much did you pay them ? — I should say 
1 paid them something about 87. or 107. of my own 
money. 

3650. Was that to voters ?— Yes, to freemen. 



3651. Could you tell me the names of any to wliom 
you paid money ? — I gave some orders to men on a 
certain house in to-vvn, and I have a list of the names 
from the shopkeeper to whom T gave the orders. 

3652. Do the orders account for the whole 87. or 
107. ? — No ; principally I gave money to the parties 
along with the orders. 

3653. These ai-e the same persons ? — There might 
be a few more, but these are the principal. {Account 
produced^ 

3654. This is altogether a bill for refreshments ? — 
It is a shopkeeper’s bill sent to me for payment. 

3655. The amount is 77. 7s. 10c?., and the heading 
is, “ James Fahy, debtor for refreshments given by you 
“ to Mr. O’Flaherty’s friends, for the last election ?” 
— Those ai-e orders that I gave to Fahy, a namesake 
of my own. 

3656. Was Mr. O’Flaherty aware of those refresh- 
ments being given? — I never handled a shilling of 
his money. 

3657. Besides the 77. 7s. lOd., did you spend about 
87. in giving money to different parties ?— About 
that. 

L4 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




EVIDENCE TAKEN BEFOEE THE COSIMISSIONEBS APPOINTED TO INQUIEE INTO 



James Fahy. 
6 Oct. 1857. 



M. Dempsey. 



3658. Could you, looking at that list, tell me to 
whom you gave tlie 8/. ? \_The witness referred to a 
memorandum.'] I gave money, I see, to I3ol) Galla- 
gher ; I gave money to a man named Griffin, a mason, 
and his son ; as well as I can recollect I gave money 
to a man I sec liere as Michael Duggan ; I gave 
money to Tim Walsh, and T think I gave money to' 
King, he is a tveaver, hut working in the mill ; I think 
I gave money to Edward Murphy, a sawyer ; I gave 
money to Mrs. Kelly for her son, lie is a tailor, and 
came with me and voted, Pat Kelly is his name ; I think 
I gave money to a man named Shaw. 

3659. "Wlien did you make out the list ? — Tliis is a 
list supplied according as I gave orders ; they were 
entered in the shopkeeper’s hooks, and then sent to me 
for jiayment. 

3660. And how does that toll the names of those 
whom you gave money to ? — I think a portion is the 
same, 1 recollect the names ; Sergeant, a tailor, I gave 
something to. 

3661. {Mr. Commissioner Leahy.) But you did that 
from yourself, without any authority from Mr. O’Fla- 
herty ?— Oh, I am sure he knew nothing about it ; I 
was nothing hut a mere volunteer, acting for him ; 
on all occasions I have done the same since 1847, and 
I will again to-morrow if he wants it. 

3662. Have you more names ? — James Faherty, a 
carpenter, I am sure of him, he was working for me 
at the time ; I could not say that I am sure of any 
more. 

3663. Did you take any part in the election of 
1852?— -I did. 

3664. Did you lay out any money then ? who were 
you for? — For Mr. O’Flaherty. I think I laid out 
30s. of ray own money. 

3665. 'Was tliat for treating? — For treating. I 
heard it was mentioned hero on Friday, I believe in 
the examination of Flan Keary, that I got money on 
Lord Dunkellin’s side in 1852. I wish plainly and 
emphatically here before tlie public, on my solemn 
oath, to state, that I never on that occasion, or any 
other occasion, directly or indirectly, from any one, 
took money at an election, or for election purposes. 
On the contrary, I was offered by a gentleman, and I 
suppose he will he examined here, and will carry out 
my statement; he came out of the club-house, and I 
think ho met me buying a cart of hay, and he asked if 
I would become an agent for Lord Dunkellin; I said, 
“ No; all the parties I feel interested for is 
“ Mr. O’Flaherty.” “ 'Well, ” said he, “ if you ai’e 
“ anxious for it, there is lOi. for Lord Dunkellin.” I 
refused it distinctly, and on my oath not a penny of 
any other money ever came into my hand for election 
purposes. 

3666. ( Chief Coinmissionei'.) May I ask, have you a 
vote your.scdi"? — I liave. 

3667. How do you vote, I moan hy wliat qualifica- 
tion? — As arate-payer, andl voted at the last election 
I'or Lord Dunkellin and Mr. O’Flaherty. 

3668. Did you offer money to freemen at tlie last 
election, and did they refuse to take it? — I have no 
recollection of such a thing. 

3669. But it might have occurred — It might. 
There are some honest freemen, I believe, wlio would 
not be bribed. 

3670. Have you had much experience among them?, 
— I liave, since 1847; I have been much mixed up 
among them, and tliey are entirely my supporters. 

36’71. Do you know the jiroportion of those who 
would not avail themselves of a bribe, and those that 
would ? — I could not make up numbers, but I heard 



some evidence the other day, and I think it is mostly 
correct. Something about 150 or 180, about 100 to 
1 50, would not be bribed. 

3672. Do you recollect anything about Maunion ? 
— I do not recollect meeting or speaking to him, but it 
might have occurred. 

3673. But you do not recollect having offered 
money to any freeman and its being refused ? — No- 
but on the contrary, wlien some found I was giving a 
trifle now and then, and giving these orders, they 
used to be in and out after me constantly; and there is 
two in particular that I gave money and treats to, 
that actually went against me. 

3674. What ai-e their names ? — That is, Hugh 

Pearson and a fellow named Joseph Conneely I 

stood to them for a whole week. 

3675. {Mr. Commissioner Leahy.) Are you a pawn- 
broker? — I am. 

3676. Has any more been paid for the redemption 
of ])ledges, in consequence of votes, as far as you 
know? — All I can tell you is, tliat some of the trades- 
men, in order for me to bring them to the poll, having 
promised to vote with me, I gave them their clothes 
for nothing, on the condition that they should be left 
back again with me. 

3677. Ton lent them their own clothes? — I lent 
them out for the purpose, and it was understood th.at 
after the polling, or next day, the clothes would 
be returned, but then or now they have never come 
back. 

3678. You said now that most of the freemen, or a 
great many of them, were very good friends to you? 
— They do business with me. 

3679. You meant that they did business at your 
establishment as a pawnbroker ; do you think as 
a general body, that a great many of them are 
distressed men ? — Well, there are some of them 
seasons that arc very often distressed. 

3680. When they are out of work ? — Yes. 

3681. Could you tell me, when you spent money 
for Mr. O’Flaherty, did you expect, when the election 
was over, to be paid it? — I expect it still. 

3682. Wlien you stated that you gave the money 
and said you volunteered it, you led some people to 
believe tliat it was given out of yonr own pocket on 
public grounds; I want to ask you, when you paid tliat 
amount tliat you have deposed to, did you expect to be 
repaid the money? — If I got it, good and well; if not, 
I am satisfied to live at the loss. 

3683. The money that you paid in 1852 for 
Mr. O’Flaherty, were you repaid it? — Never. 

3684. Some gentlemen here liave been making 
observations with reference to situations, were you 
promised a situation in return for this expenditure? — 
Never. 

3685. You never asked for it ? — I succeeded with 
some others in applying to Mr. O’Flalierty for a 
situation for a friend. 

3686. Yon signed amemorial as a recommendation? 
— I do not recollect that there' was a memorial, but it 
was an application by letter signed by myself and 
others. It was a trifling thing here in the Customs, 
a tide-waiter. On another occasion I made application 
myself personally, and did not succeed. 

3687. {3Ir. Commissioner White.) Did you give 
money to a voter named James Copeley ? — I thinlc I 
gave him money. 

3688. And to James Shaw? — think I did. 

3689. {Mr. Commissioner Leahy.) Are you sure ? — 
I am; Copeley is a printer, the other is a cabinet- 
maker. 



Maetin Dempsey sworn and examined. 



3690. {Chief Commissioner.) Did you get four 

pounds from John Oliver at the last election ? I 

think I did get nearly that. 

3691. You gave your vote to Mr. O’Flahertv ■’ 

I did. ^ ■ 

3692. Did you get any money in 1852 from 
anybody?— I did not vote in 1852; I was out of 



registry. I did not consider it was for my vote I go* 
that money. I considered it was for my loss of time. 
No one was more inclined to vote for Mr. O’Flaherty 
than myself. 

3693. And you considered it was given to you as 
a compensation? — I thought it was little enough for 
my loss of time. 
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3694. When Oliver gave it to you, did he say it 
was for your vote and exertions? — That might be his 
opinion; but it never was my opinion, and there was 
no understanding to that effect. He gave me the 
money openly, the same as I ever got money. 

3695. Are you in the habit of having money trans- 
actions with him ? — I am not in the habit of dealing 
with him, but there was no mystery about it. 

3696. And you considered it was for your loss of 
time? — I would have taken Mr. O’Flaherty’s part in 
any case. 

3697. {Mr. Commissioner fV/dte.) What is your 
trade? — A shoemaker. 



3698. And what time did you lose at the election? 
— I think not much less than a fortnight. 

3699. And what were you doing all that fortnight? 
— I was up and down about the election. 

3700. Did you give up your trade altogether? — I 
did, of course; when I was out I was idle; I gave it up 
dui-ing the time, of course, and any other man must 
give up his occupation as -well. 

3701. {Mr. Commissioner Leahy.') Why? — Wiy, 
they must give up their time to it. 

3702. {Mr. Commissioner White.) You knew you 
were to be paid? — I expected some compensation; 
but I never knew what I was to get ; nor even when 
I got it, had I asked it then or before. 



M. Dempsey. 
6 Oct. 1857. 



Colonel Pateick Theodobk French sworn and examined. 



3703. {Chief Commissioner.) What was the entire 
amount of money that you expended at the last 
election ? — I think as close as possible to what 
Mr. McGoveren has stated, about 334/. 

3704. Do you know anything except what Mr. 
McGoveren has deposed to ? Is there anything further 
than what is contained in that account, to your 
knowledge, {Mr. McGoveren' s account was handed to 
the witness,) and do you believe it to be correct ? — 
Yes, I think so. 

3705. Had you ever anything to say to any previous 
election ? — ^No. 

3706. Some time before the election, and before 
Mr. Patrick Blake was a candidate, as I infer from 
evidence already given before us, you addressed the 
constituency ? — Yes. 

3707. But you did not come to this country ? — No. 
I came home from India, and arrived here after an 
absence of 30 yeai-s, in July 1852 ; I came down 
here, after being only two or three days in Dublin, for 
the especial purpose of being present at the election, 
having some boyish recollections of the fun in tlie 
olden days. I was introduced by a gentleman of tliis 
town into the gallery, where I had a view of all that 
was going on : I only stopped 20 minutes in the court 
house, when I left, and turned down into the town, 
expressing to my friend my intense disgust at every- 
thing I saw here. A great many persons down in 
the town asked me for orders, — “ Give us an 
“ order, your honour.” Some time after this it was 
suggested to me — in fact it had been suggested 
before I came home — that I should stand ; this went 
on for two or three years, and I invariably replied to 
every person, “ Very good, I will do so if you wish 
“ me, but not a soul shall ever have a pint of half- 
“ and-half at my expense,” — ^by way of mailing the 
thing very definite. Two or three years passed over, 
and very many persons proffered me their services. I 
never canvassed one single soul, and I invariably said, 
“ If you want me, I will pay the legal expenses, and 
“ no more.” At last the general election came 
round, and I sent over from London an address ; I 
had not been here for months, and that address 
embodied the single remark that I was willing, if 
required, to stand for the town. 

3708. That was all that was in the address? — That 
was in the address ; that was the whole I required to 
state. 

3709. Did you find that sort of intimation was 
responded to in the town ? — The address had not 
gone above a day or two, when I received a letter 
from an influential person hei-e that I counted on as 
one of my chief supporters if I did stand, saying he 
believed it would cost a great deal of money; that to 
do this, would be to depart from my piunciples, and 
that the thing would be too costly. I at once sent 
over a letter of resignation, which was never pub- 
lished here. LVo days after, tliat was I think on 
Friday, I got a telegraph to come over ; I left that 
night, and came to Dublin the following morning. In 
Dublin, for the second time of my life, I met Mr. Mar- 
tin O’Flaherty, who came down at once by the morn- 



ing train, and we arrived here on the Sunday night 
previous to the election, which was to be on Wednes- 
day ; there was only, in consequence, that Sunday 
evening, Monday, and part of Tuesday, to canvass. 

After the nomination, we went about canvassing, 

then there was pai’t of Tuesday, and on that day we 
went out to see the bishop. On Wednesday the polling 
came off. On that occasion, I beg to remark that we 
had not, in the town, 520 freemen ; there were 520 
upon the roll, but of these 520, 62 did not vote at all; 
they were on the roll, but they had left the country, 
or had died, I do not know which ; the remaining 
458 actually voted. Of these 458, there were 353 
polled for myself ; some of them might have plumped, 
some of them gave split votes ; but of these 353, or 
the whole of the freemen, less 105, 1 declare, on my 
solemn oath, not one man got a penny, or a promise of 
a penny, or a promise of any inducement of any kind 
whatsoever. This is merely for the much maligned 
freemen of the town of Galway. Some of them may 
have got drink from my supporters : it has been 
already told to you that there was some sort of re- 
freshment or food — that is not unlikely — as I know 
that some of them were very sorely in want of it. 

3710. I think you say the gentleman who wrote to 
you, when you first addressed the constituency, told 
you that it v'ould cost a good deal of money ? — Much 
more than I expected. 

3711. Did the telegraph that was sent to invite 
you over, state that they were now Avilling to “ take 
“ you on your own terms ?” Were such words used, 
or any like them ? — Well, on my word, I could not 
take on myself to say if I ever heard such words. If 
I mistake it not, that message came from Mr. Greany, 
and was to this effect, “ The Reverend Mr. Roche 
“ and the people wish you to come over and stand 
“ for the town.” I am merely speaking from re- 
collection. 

3712. But do you recollect whether any such 
expression was either written, or telegraphed, or said 
to you, as “ We are now willing to take Colonel French 
on his own terms ” ? — On my word of honour I do 
not ; if anybody could refresh my memory by recall- 
ing to my recollection any circumstance' 

3713. I can only ask you in that general way ?— 
No ; I have no recollection whatever. 

3714. I am requested by Mr. Mai-tin Joseph Blake 
to inquire whether he was a party concerned in 
bringing you to Galway on that occasion ? — In no 
way. 

3715. Or in keeping you away ? — Neither one or 
the other. I wrote to Mr. Martin Joseph Blake and 
asked for his support, which ho declined to pledge 
liimself to give me, stating that he never did so. 

3716. That is when you first addressed the con- 
stituency ? — No, some time before that ; my address 
was on the dissolution. 

3717. When did Mr. Martin Joseph Blake first 
intimate, to you that he would support you ? — ^In fact 
he never did ; but he met me at Athenry, or on the 
line of railway somewhere ; he lives near Athenry, I 
think. He met me there and went about canvassing 

hi 



Colonel 
P. T. French. 
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Colonel 
P. T. French. 

0 Oct. 1857. 



witii mo ; and I lieg to Ijo allowed to add tins, that of 
my chief supporters I do not believe I knew the name 
of one single man beibre I came, nor had I spoken to 
any of them, nor had I even gone among the freemen, 
although T now entertain the higliest possible respect 
for the independence they displayed on this ocbasion, 
and for the self-denial they evinced. Many have come 
here to malign the freemen, — men ready to do the 
dirty work of person.s living elsewhere, — to malign 
men with the money sent from London by Lord Clan- 
ricarde, who is not above employing agents of all kinds 
for purposes of political debauchery j and even Sir 
Thomas Burke, pne of the present members for the 
county, owns that 250?. were subscribed -to the de- 
bauchery fund, to lead away from the straight path my 
townsmen. - • - — 

3718. Did Mr. Martin Joseph Blake spend any 
money in the election ? — Mr. Mai-tih Joseph Bl^e llid' 
not spend any money to debauch his fellow towns- 
men ; it is against his own principles, and he dare not 
do it. 

3719. Do yon know Mr. John Francis Blake, who 
resides with Mr. Maidin Joseph Blake ; was he on 
your committee, or an active agent of yours ? — He 
^vas the i)!U'liamentary agent, the election agent. 

3720. Was he the expense agent retuz’ned to tho 
election auditor ? — He was. 

3721. Had he any money of yours to lay out? — 
None, except the drafts which have been mentioned 
in the account of the election auditor.' 

3722. Do you know, did he lay out any money of 
liis own ? — No, I am sure he did not. 

3723. Do you know, did he spend any nioneyof his 
own in the entertainment or treating of voters ?— Not 
tliat I know of. 



3724. Do you know of any other expenditure on 
your behalf except that mentioned by Andrew Lynch ? 
— There was another person mentioned, a man named 
Michael Higgins. 

3725. Did you' knoAv of any expenditure of that 
kind whilst it was going on, either by him or 
Lynch, or Greany, or Can'oll ? — There was no time 
for it. 

3726. Did you know of or sanction it ? I did 

not. 

3727. Was there any requisition to you indepen- 
dently of the telegraph ? — Oh yes, there was after I 
came. I mean to say that' I got it when I came, when 
I had been in the town some time ; it had some hun- 
dreds of names. 

_ 3728. Do you know, did the heading of that requi- 
>ition , pledge- those who signed it to give their time 
services, . and exertions, without remuneration or 
rewai-d ? — I was not previously aware of the headino- 
of the document. I believe it was Mr. Naughten who 
dreiv it. 

3729. {Mr. Commissioner Leahy.) Do you know 
whether there are any small bills lying over to be paid 
or for which payment is expected ?— None that I know 
of, with the exception of a bill to the “ Tuam Herald ” 
for advertising ; but it is my firm belief that not one 
halfpenny was given to anybody. 

3730. Who was the influential person that wrote to 
you when in England, saying it would cost so much 
money? — The Rev. Dr. Roche, was the friend who 
•wrote over. I would desire to add one observation to 
til© evidence that lias been already given concerning 
the respectable- portion of the -political body; I en- 
tirely concur iu the pithy remark of Mr; Martin Joseph' 
Blake, that the poor are the purer. 



Mr. Michael Mokris recalled and further examined. 



3731. {Chief Commissioner.) You or your family 
reside in Galway ? — Yes ; my family always resided 
hei-e within the town or county of the town. 

3732. You are a voter of the town ? — A voter 
since I came of age ; T voted at the last general elec- 
tion. 

3733. I believe yon one year filled the office of 

high sheriff of this to-wn ? — "Yes, in, 1849 ; I came of 
age the.NciyQmber before.- • ' • .... ... 

3734. You were born in tho town ? — My father has 
jiroporty, and I have a rent charge, and am registered 
in right of the rent charge as a freeholder. I may 
say that I took a very active part in the old election 
of 1847, but not being of age I had no vote. 

3735. You are a barrister by profession .and a 
member of the Connaught bar ? — Yes, I am a bar-' 
rister since Michaelmas term, 1849. 

3736. And in all these various -ways you are very 

well acquainted with the Galway constituency? I 

may flatter myself,' but I think I am better acquainted 
-ivith them, taking them all in all' than most pers'on.s. 
Some may be better acquainted- with the freemen 'or 
particular classes ; hut I think, taking them all -in ail, I 
am ns ivell acquainted as many with the freemen, free- 
holders, and the rest of them. 

3737. At the last election for -\vhom did you -^bte? 
— I plumped for Lord Dunkellin. 

3738. .Mr. Patrick Blake, who is also a member of 

the Connaught bar, was, a candidate for this-' tovm ; 
did you support him ?— I did, I miglit say, in fact, I 
brought him forward to some extent ; I am a very 
near relative of his, and on finding that Mr. Martin 
Joseph Blake who had been member for nearly a 
■quiu-ter of a century, 24 yeai-s, was' about retiring, 
and that thus a vacancy would be created, I conceived 
that Mr. Patrick Blake had as good a claim as any 
person who would look for the ^presentation ; and 
being on eij-euit at the time, I cam^ and without con- 
sulting Mr. Blake, put forwai-d an address from "him • 
-it was not a regular formed address. . ■ . ' . ’ 



3739. You took upon yourself to announce to tlio 
constituency that he would be -a candidate ?— I did. 

3740. Did you attend liere when Mr. P. Blake was 
canvassing the town ? — I never left the town from 
that time forward until the election was over. 

3741. Did you canvass with Mr. P. Blake ? Mr. 

P. Blake was always rather unwilling to come forward, 
and he was not as anxious to be returned as I -\vas 
that he should be ; and for some days he did not go 
out to canvass. 

3742. He left it to you probably ? — canvassed, I 
■\vill not say witliout asking him, but without him for 
some days ; in fact I may say I pushed him into the 
thing. 

3743. Did you canvass actively among the voters ? 
— I did on the Sunday before. 

3744. That would be one week exactly before 
Colonel French ai-rived in Galway ; when did Mr. 
P. Blake himself first appear publicly ? — Sunday or 
Monday, Monday 1 think. 

3745. Did you canvass each class of the con- 
stituency ? — 'W'e did ; I think we canvassed all classes 
more than probably any of the candidates; because I 
think Mr. O’Flaherty’s stronghold appeared to be the 
shopkeepers, and the rated occupiers. When Mr. 
Blake was first put forwai’d, it was appaa-ently against 
nobody, but to seek an open place ; but afterwai-ds I at 
once saw, from my knowledge and observation of the 
town; that Lord Dunkellin was tho more likely can- 
didate of the two to head the poll, and then I at once 
saw -the crush would be between Mr. O’Flaherty and 
Mr. Blake, and of course I applied myself to that 
more especially. 

3746. In the course bf your canvass were you at 
■all asked for- money by voters ? — I have no recollec- 
tion afall, it is just possible I might by one or two ; 
but- 1 have no recollection of being asked directly or 
indirectly for payment; Although saying that, at the 
saine tiine, to be candid with the Commission, I have 
been too long acquainted with the constituency and 
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With elections not to have been perfectly aware that 
money should Ije spent. 

3747. Were you one of the paa-ties that finally 
advised Mr. Blake to retire ? — Well, we canvassed on 
Monday and Tuesday, and I thought it a most suc- 
cessful canvass among the freemen, who for some 
reason or another, — 1 have my own opinion as to 
that, — .appeared to he, as a body, very hostile to Mr. 

O’Flaherty. The following day, on Wednesday, by 

the way, the 2oth of Mai'ch is aholidayin my church, 
— we had a meeting in Mr. Nolan’s ball-room, whose 
house you may have heard of as an hotel, of Mr. 
Blake’s supporters, at which Mr. Pierce Joyce, who 
was examined, was in the chair. Mr. P. Blake 
addi-essed the assembly, and I said a few words my- 
self, and up to that time and up to the next day I had 
no doubt that he would fight the thing out, and would 
be returned. 

3748. What finally was .the reason which induced 
Mr. P. Blsdce to withdraw ? — The reason which induced 
Mr. Higgins and me to withdi-aw him was, that I knew, 
from what I saw going abroad, there were orders on 
all sides ; that I saw from seeing the people in the 
streets. I had no idea who gave the orders, and I tell 
you candidly I had no wish to know, and. took no 
trouble to know. 

3749. You saw that orders were going about ? I 

saw, from the efiects of the ordei-s visible in the street, 
that orders were going about on all sides.. 

3750. That is, you saw persons tipsy ? — Yes ; I saw 
persons, for instance, going into the houses of the 
supporters of Mr. O’Flaherty, Mr. Tierney, and others. 
I saw friends of Lord Dunkellin going into other 
houses. 

3751. And in that way you knew that money was 

going, and that probably more would have to go ? 

Yes, certainly j I said I had put forwai-d Mr. Blake 
and there was great responsibility on me, and I never 
could put him in that position, that upon petition he 
would be unseated for bribery. Of that, of course, 
he knew nothing, in the usual way in. which can- 
didates ai-e always kept in the daa-k; but Mr. Blake, I 
believe, would be more thin-skinned than I admit I 
would be, and I knew he would be more annoyed at 
a matter of the sort happening than I should, and 
therefore 1 felt the more responsibility on myself ; and 
I said to Mr. Higgins I liad good reason to know that 
Mr. O’Plaherty would not spend money ; in fact, there 
was an impression abroad that he had not the money 
that is usually spent at a contested election by can- 
didates, between wlioin the contest lies, and therefore 
he would lie by and petition ; and to a moral certainty 
there would be a petition. Mr. Higgins said there 
had been no petition for very many years for a Galway 
election. I said, “ There is no blot till it is hit.” There 
has been no petition during these several elections, at 
which yon hear tlaere was so much bribery aiid cor- 
ruption. Still, I WHS afraid that if there were a 
petition it might succeed, and I did not like to run the 
risk, as I knew Mr. P. Blake would be unseated on 
petition, as money would be spent by agents which he 
would be obliged afterwards to pay ; and he would be 
unseated and a sort of slur would be cast upon him. 

I was also under the impression that wc must secure 
Lord Clanricarde’s support, and I endeavoured to do 
so. However, I found that if there had been any 
coalition which I did not know about, Lord Clan- 
ricai-de certainly could not have been a party to it, for 
this reason, that ho refused me to give any sort of 
coalition in any way, even when I made him an offer 
mat he ought to have jumped at, namely, that Lord 
Dunkellin’s return should be ensured. He refused. 
He pledged himself that Lord Dunkellin should steer 
straight between the parties, <and he would enter into 
no coalition ; that was also one of the reasons ; and 
there was a third reason which I believe was more 
personal to Mr. Blake. I believe representations were 
made m other quarters, in government quarters, or 
somewhere, I presume, that he was creating a contest 

V and that if he did not stand 

Mr. O hlaherty would be returned without opposition', 



which I did not believe ; but still it wa.s said, and as 
I knew there was a large body of freemen who would 
vote for fill'. O’Flahertv, for all these reasons, but 
especially for the first, I said that Mr. Blake should 
resign, and accordingly he did resign. That was 
Thursday night, and it is right for me to say that on 
that very Thursday night, probably at the Very mo- 
ment when we were consulting, and had agreed that 
Ml'. Blake must resign, was the very time when these 
lists_ were actually getting up that Mr. Butler has been 
talking about, so that they did not form an element in 
our consideration. We resolved to resign before, and 
it is physically impossible that two things happening, 
one in Galway, and the other a mile outside, at Well- 
park, my father’s place, could be known at the same 
time. I did not_ heai- of the lists myself, although I 
thought I had an idea of everything that was going on, 
for some days after. I believe the list was afterwards 
handed to Mr. Blake by Mr. Butler. I suppose he has 
that list this moment himself ; I never saw the list. 

3752. You afterwards plumped for Lord Dunkellin ; 
do you know anything of this expenditure of 1,250/. 
on his part beyond what we have heard ?— Nothing 
whatever, except I saw the v'ay tlie money was spent. 
I believe that 1,250/. to have been grossly wasted ; for 
I have no doubt that Lord Dunkellin might have been 
returned for an expenditure of 250/. 

3753. From your knowledge of the constituency 
what do you think would the operation of disfran- 
chising the freemen ? — My opinion is that the freemen 
ought not be disfranchised. I consider if you look 
upon the freemen as an evil, they are to some extent 
a necessary evil, because I conceive that if they were 
done away with, a small body coalescing together could 
return a member here against the wish of the inde- 
pendent shopkeepers, who would then be the electors. 

3754. Then you do not agree with the opinion that 

the shopkeepers would overpower the landlords ? I 

am certain they would not in this day, for the land- 
lords would have 300 rural votes, which I have com- 
puted they would have, that is, frieze-coated country- 
men who come in to vote. 

3755. Fanners? — Farmer.s having no interest in 
the matter, and not cai'ing whether they voted for 
J ohn or Tom, except as their landlord or agent wished, 
against 400 oi- 500 of the civic portion of the consti- 
tuency. Well, tlie men who would have influence to 
bring in these freeholders must also have a great deal 
of interest in the town, in the tov’ii voters, and the 

town shojikeepers. 1 know of most respectable men, 

you heard Mr. Ward, a very respectable shopkeeper, 
who keeps a large establishment, admit that he was 
obliged by his landlord to give one vote in 1852. 

37 56. I did not hear that it was against his wish ? 

He said it was out of complijnent to his landlord ; he 
eoiild not say that it was against his will, but it was 
given out of compliment. I think it would throw the 
votes too much into the hands of a few. 

3757. What is your opinion as to the degi-ee of cor- 
ruption existing among the freemen ? — My opinion 
disagrees with almost all the witnesses, I will say, on 
either side, because I think they are both invoiun- 
tai'ily a little exaggerated ; and I think there are a 
number of persons who have a very strong prejudice 
against the freemen, and of course members of the 
freemen body take too good a view of themselves. I 
would say tliat I do not think, as was mentioned by 
some of the ratepayers, that there is only one-fifth 
honest, and four-fifths corrupt. As j^ou ask me my 
opinion, which I ground on the experience of the three- 
last contested elections, and of living among them all 
my- life, I believe only one-third are venal ; two-thirds 
are not to be bought against their inclination ; that 
is, instead of there being of the 540 only 150 honest 
meii, I would say there are only 150 or 180 of them 
dishonest, that is, about a- third of them. 

3758. When you say that, you do not mean that a 
much larger number would not take compensation foi' 
their time ? — Certainly ; I think the men (hat have been 
spoken about would. I will illustrate it in this way ; 
it is impossible a man cfin canvass this whole town or 
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• Mr.M. Morns, work the town by himself, but he at once puts himself 
6 OcTTss? communication with leading tradesmen to secure 
’ them — he employs them actually as agents ; and I con- 

ceive that these men, without forfeiting any principle, 
are entitled to be paid after the election is over, for 
their influence and exertions as agents. Notv I will 
illustrate my views by my own case. Applications in 
the three last elections were made to myself as a bar- 
rister to act professionally for candidates whom I was 
otherwise supporting ; but I offered my services on the 
express statement that I should not be paid, and 1 
refused on these occasions to receive money, on this 
ground, that I never could dissociate from my own 
mind that the money was as much because it was 
known that I had influence, as because I was a baa-ris- 
ter, and I therefore refused to take it on all occasions ; 
but I at once said that I ought not to be considered to 
be paid as a barrister. On the other hand, I know 
many persons who are in the habit of going to act pro- 
fessionally in towns in which it is known that indepen- 
dent of their being l)arristers they have a good deal of 
local influence and connexion ; and they, not being as 
particular as I wish to be, think without forfeiting prin- 
ciple that they may take payment. So with the free- 
men. You must have agents, and is it not as good to 
employ men who have influence among the freemen and 
pay them as agents, as to take the local barristers in 
preference to taking a stranger from Dublin ? And in 
the same way as to other professions — the attorney 
profession. Why the attornies in the town su-e em- 
ployed more than strangers. 

3759. Is it yonr opinion that a more severe test of 
the qualification of the freemen would tend to raise 
the respectability of the franchise? — I have no doubt 
of it. For tlie most part I concur in Mr. Lynch’s 
view of the law under the Act of Parliament; but I 
think that the Act of Parliament works badly. I 
think there ought to he a more severe test, and that a 
sort of admission by clamour, as I may call it, is 
adopted, instead of some definite way of arriving at a 
conclusion as to whether they ought to he admitted or 
not. 

3760. Do you ])ropose as the qualification something 
like an apprenticeship or service or admission by a 
constituted body or guild ? — 1 have looked into the 
ivay in which freemen ai’e admitted, and it may he as 
well to tell you, that up to the year 1832 there never 
was an admission at all under the old Act of George I. ; 
the freemen were admitted always by the old corpora- 
tion under their cliarter, as of right, because they 
could give the right to A, B, or C, and accordingly 
the old corporation used to give freedom to everybody 
they liked. They never admitted under the Act of 
Parliament. However, the Reform Bill abolished all 
non-resident freemen. Tliere was a tiaidition here of 
an entire regiment of soldiers being admitted to the 
freedom, pending the election, and voting at the elec- 
tion. It is also a notorious fact that the late Lord 
Dunsandle’s tenants, living 17 or 18 miles away, were 
all on the roll. Well, the Reform Bill liaviug 
abolished the non-resident freemen, and that Act of 
George I., as you are aware, being entirely confined to 
Protestants, and being, as yon see by the preamble, for 
the purpose of inviting Protestants to settle in the 
town, the_ Act of 1831— which a relative of mine 
took some interest in passing — ^made no change beyond 
declaring tiiat Rom.an Catholics, as well as Protes- 
tants, shall be admissible. That Act having passed 
before the Reform Bill, and all the other admissions 
being abolished by the Reform Bill, the corporation in 
1832 took to admitting freemen under the old Act of 
George I., modernized by the Act of William IV., 
admitting Roman Catholics; and accordingly, upon the 
coming election after the Reform Bill, they admitted 
some 800 or 900 voters, and on that ground Mr. M. J. 
Blake petitioned, and all the leai-ningon the subject is 
in the reported case in Cockburn & Rowe’.s Reports. 
Ever since then they have been admitted under those 
Acts, and the corporation being abolished, Mr. Lynch 
has been appointed to act, and since he has been 
appointed he has acted under this new system. The 



present system thus originated in 1832; the old one 
was by special favour, not by hirtli, service, or any- 
thing of that kind. The new practice then degene- 
rated into the system, which I think was never 
contemplated by the Legislature, and voters are or 
may be admitted by their popularity; and thi.s state 
of things arises or may arise, that as to an unpopular 
mmi who voted on the unpopnlai- side at the last 
election, if it fall to the gallery to decide, they will 
decide against the right of admission. 

8761. I think Mr. Martin Joseph Blake mentioned 
that he succeeded in striking off a considerable number 
of these freemen who were admitted immediately 
after the Reform Bill ? — Mr. M. J. Blake polled at 
that election 851 ; Mr. Lynch polled 1,200 ; and 
Mr. McLachlan polled 950; there was a majority of 
150 against him. However, by the point raised by 
Mr. M. J. Blake’s counsel, more than 600 of those 
freemen so admitted in a lew months before were 
knocked off", and thereby Mr. Blake became an elected 
member, as he had a majority of freemen. As to the 
state of the constituency at that period, I heard you 
ask Mr. Blake whether he knew it; it is not men- 
tioned in the reported case, but it is mentioned in 
the report of the commissioners appointed to inquire 
into the corporations in Ireland, who consisted of the 
present Lord Chancellor imd Mr. Corballis, the present 
law adviser, smd you will find there the detail of the 
constituency. The commissioners stated that at the 
celebrated election at which Mr. Blake put off the 
freemen, there were 793 freemen, that is, including 
tire men who were afterwards struck off’ ; and the 
difference between 680 who were struck off and 793, 
excepting also those who did not vote, I presume were 
persons who were not admitted under these recent 
acts. 

3762. There ax-e now 540 freemen, do you think the 
number is increasing or diminishing ? — I find that on 
the registry in 1852, when Mr. M. J. Blake, Lord 
Dunkellin, and Mr. O’Flaherty contested the election, 
there were 492 freemen. 

3763. ,It appeai-s that in February 1856, 116 freemen 
were admitted in one day, instead of gradually supply- 
ing the number, can you explain that circumstance ? 

' — I believe Mr. Lynch never appointed a definite time 
for holding his court; it was merely when a number of 
persons came and applied. I understand people used 
to come and ask him to appoint a day, and accordingly 
the number used to grow on from want of the court 
sitting ; and these 116, 1 apprehend, were the growth 
of two years before, during which he had not held a 
court. 

3764. That results from not having a periodical 
time to sit for the admission of freemen ? — Yes ; it is 
possible, as there had not been a general election since 
1852 ; they all knew that Parliament was coming near 
a close, and I dare say we were all anxious to get on 
the registry, as well as the freemen. I served notice 
myself for several freeholders, who were, I know, 
entitled to the franchise; and I dai’e say Iput on some 
20 or 30 freeholders, gentlemen who have estates in 
the town, and the right of voting. 

3765. I am requested to ask you, did you give any 
money at the last election to anybody ? — No ; no 
money or orders to anybody at all, either for Lord 
Dunkellin, Mr. O’FIalierty, or Colonel French; nor 
did I for Mr. P. Blake while he was in the field, or 
for some time after, I believe. About a week subse- 
quent to his withdrawal altogether I did pay money to 
persons who had acted for him, as I told you, to 
agents for working his interests while he was a can- 
didate; I do not know that that Avould exactly come 
within the description. I did it on the ground I told 
you, that I conceived these men were entitled to be 
paid for their services as agents. 

3766. I am requested to ask whether Mr. Naiighten 
was one of the persons who received money from 
Mr. Blake ? — He received money, hut it was not in 
connexion with any of the three candidates who 
stood, and I believe it was weeks after Mr. Blake’s 
retirement. 
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3767. {Mr. Commissioner Leaky.') Wliat do you 
state was the amount of money paid to Mr. Naugliton? 
— Three pounds. 

3768. When did you pay it to him ? — It was paid 
by my brother, and not by me. 

3769. Was it as compensation for his services to 

Mr. P. Blake? — gave the money to 3iiy brother, and lie 
had on the list Mr. Naughten’s name, and it was my 
intention to have paid him. When I say he was paid 
by my brother, he told me he gave it to him, and I 
have no more doubt that he did than I am sittino- 
here. ° 

3770. Do you think that giving money to butchers, 
and tailors, and tradesmen of that sort, is to bo con- 
sidered as paying them as agents ?— No ; of course you 
would not Brink of paying all those fellows. 

3771. You would not class them as agents ? — 1. 
would say that if 46 butchers w'ere to be worked on, 
you ought to have some one or two persons of tliat 
trade, at all events, as agents. What I intended to 

have done, and what I wished to do, -was this, I 

wished to employ, as Mr. Blake’s agents, men who 
had influence as well as votes ; I would have selected 
them from the different trades; but do not take me 
as saying, that every man who voted was to be paid. 
But I say, that in dealing wifli a constituency of o40 
freemen, a man ought to engage some 25 agents; I 
would bona fide engage them as you would encao-c 12 
or 14 attornies, or, as I saw here, 18 attornies’on one 
side. 

3772. But when you talk generally of employing 
agents lor an election, that means, as I understand, 
attornies and influential persons? — What I call “ street 
agents,” which are just as well recognized in every 
election as the booth agents ; in fact, a booth agent is 
of no use without street agents, for it is no use for 
him to sit in a booth if voters are not brought up to 
poll, and I say the man ivlio ought to be paid best is 
the man that brings them up. 

3773. They ai-e emi>loyed at an election, we know ; 
but we saw here a large class of persons, butchers, 
shoe-makers, brogue-makers, or whatever their trade 
might be, employed nominally as agents, no man being 
selected for any particular service out of that body ; 
but the entire of that number, in which there were 
perhaps, 30 or 40 voters, all being paid sums of money 
varying from one to five pounds; would you say that 

was a proper expenditure upon them as agents ? Oh, 

no; no man of any sense could contend it was. 

3774. But you heard that men got money on that 
large scale, which was given to them as agents ?— Oh, 
of course, that is a mere excuse; because if you paid 
a whole lot of men, if, instead of 25 paid agents you 
have 250, it is only another way of saying you want 
250 persons. 

3775. Do you not think that is a device ? — Oh, yes; 
but I say if there be a very honest and proper man 
that you wish to have as an agent among the trades- 
men, I say that the fact of his being a tradesman 
ought not to disqualify him from being an agent ; 
because it does not require a professional man to be a 
tradesman, but the very reverse. 

3776. Do not you think that another way of paying 
money indirectly is by agents putting a large number 
ot the names of each trade upon a list, as a sort of 
excuse ? — Yes ; but I do not thiuk these lists were 
.sent^in by persons who were agents at all. 

3r77. But some persons sent them in, and they 
were acted on ? — But not lists such as that sent in by 
^ a T°i^‘ ^ butchers as well as anybody, 

and I know that he has no influence among the 
butchers his relatives ; and independent of tlie con- 
sideration of bribery at all, I would have said that 
upon mere political grounds that man could no more 
undertake to get three butchers, much less 23. You 
see these contrivances will be adopted to get money 
irom a man that wants to represent the place. A 
person makes out a list and puts a certain number of 
persons on it without their sanction. He may have 
the sanction of some, but he puts on others without 



the slightest sanction, and probably without their 
knowing it. 

3778. But though he may not have their sanction, 
it they afterwards follow him and vote as he has 
undertaken ?— I do not think that is likely. I do 
n<)t think a man would go the same tvay that another 
told him who had put in his name previously without 
his knowledge. I think if he were disposed to get 
money at all he would come forward himself about it. 
_ 3779. You think these men, the butchers for 
mstance, would like to get up a list of their own ?— 
Yes, because if they wanted to get money, I do not 
think they would put Waldron forward or trust him 
It IS quite a mistake to say that he is in a position at 
all ; he 13 not a master or a leading butcher ; there are 
several leading butchers, and not one whom I could 
name would go with him. 

3780. Do you tliink Naugliten is in that position, 

that he is a leading man, from your general know- 
ledge of the chai-acter of the freemen ? — He is in one 
respect ; he has devoted himself ^-ery much, instead 
° h-ade, to politics, as far as my acquaintance 

with him has gone. And therefore, as a man avIio is 

very prominent as a politician and a speech-maker, ^ho 

speak.s better than many of our own profession —he 
attends the meetings, and addresses the freemen. 

3781. And does he represent them ? — He does to 
that extent, but not as a tradesman. I do not look 
upon him as an influential tradesman, but I look upon 
him as an influential man to have in Oalway upon 
the side of a candidate ; and as such, I believe, upon 
my solicitation it was, that he promised to .support 
Mr. P. Blake, for I knew liiin iu common with most 
of the freemen all my life. 

3782. Did he raise any scruple when he promised 
to support Mr. P. Blake, as to independent opposition 
principle ? — I do not think he did. 

3783. He did not promise not to take a place ? I 

do not think he did. I do not think he raised a ques- 
tion or a consideration of any kind, sort, or descrip- 
tion ; as well as I recollect, he said he know Jlr. P 
Blake and myself all his life, and would sooner vote 
for him on that account. 

3784. Then, in fact, Mr. Naughten’s character is this, 

I do not mean his private character, but his character 
with the people of Galway, is that of an active 
working political person in this town, able to speak 
and wite ?— Able to speak uncommonly well at free- 
men’s meetings, and he always does so. He devotes a 
good deal of time to that, instead of to his trade. In 
fact I think he has substantially left off working at 
his trade for some years, but he can ivi-ite and do 
a good many job works. I believe he was latterly 
engaged, as he said himself, in assisting to draw 
memorials and things of that kind, a very active man 
in that way, but I would not say that he would have 
influence where there are tradesmen. 

3785. With respect to a class of voters here, are 
you awai-e whether if a freeman is once admitted by 
Mr. Lynch he can be objected to before the assi.«tant 
ban-ister ?— Ho can, but I do not know how the 
matter has been decided. I think Mr. Naiighten 
referred to me as present at the time the objection 
was made to a number of freemen, lie seemed 'to say 
on Lord Clanricarde’s part. I took no part in the 
transaction at all. I wiw a mere looker-on in court • 
bu1 my recollection is that this objection was ruled 
by Mr. Hamilton on the point tliat they were not 
signed by the objector himself. 

3786. {Chief Commissioner^ He did not decide the 
question of his right to reject a freeman already 
admitted by Mr. Lynch ?— No ; I recollect now that 
the objections were signed by somebody as a marks- 
man, or signed by somebody acting under implied 
authority as an agent. But there is an express 
decision in the English cases that an objector must 
sign with his own hand, and that was raised at that 
time ; and my recollection is that it went off on that 
ground, and not on the ground Mr. Naugliten has said. 

3787. {Mr. Commissioner Leahy.) Ai-e you aware 
whether if Mr. Lynch once admits a freemen upon 
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the roll, whether righly or wrongly, he can be after- 
• 6 Oot, 1857. successfully objected to upon any grounds 

before the assistant barrister ? If a suggestion were 
made that he did not reside in the town, could it be 
shown before the assistant bai’rister that he was 
improperly admitted by Mr. Lynch ? — There has been 
no such case since Mr. Hamilton’s time, and J was at 
every revising se.ssions ; you are consequently only 
asking my opinion as a barrister. I have considered 
it to this extent, that I think they could be all 
objected to on the ground about which yon questioned 
Mr. Lynch. I mean upon the technical ground tluit 
there is no freemen’s roll at all, but I do not see why I 
should put myself forward. You perceive by the Muni- 
cipal Corporations Act there is obliged to be a free- 
men’s roll, but a question may be raised as to whether 
Mr. Lynch’s l)ook is not kept in sucli a way as to be 
called a roll. That, Iiowever, only contains the 
names of those he admits himself, and there are many 
freemen here who were admitted under the old cor- 
poration admission ; but the only criterion the assistant 
barrister would have of that would be to see whether 
he was on the freemen’s roll. I know Garrett Pierce 
was never admitted by Mi-. Lynch, and I believe he 
is a freeman these 40 years. 

3788. {Mr. Commissioner Leahy.) Well then, in 
point of fact, there is no freemen’s roll kept ? — There 
is, but not such as I think is contemplated by the 
Act. Mr. Haughten said lie luul been attending to 
the fictitious votes, and told you how he had knocked 
off BO many, and I was among the persons whom he 
thought were not entitled to the franchise, and lie 
accordingly olijected to me on the morning of the last 
day ; and I then returned the compliment and I have 
objected to his vote, not upon the ground that I would 
try to remove a freeman from the roll, although I 
thought they were all illegally admitted, but I objected 
to him because he took upon himself to object to me. 

3789. As to the admissions by Mr. Lynch T was 
inquiring ?— -I was once pi'eseiit at the time he held a 
courf, and but once. 

3790. The Act of Parliament, a.s you said, allows 
pcr.soiis, being freemen, or ]n’ofessing to be freemen, 
to be admitted; and Mr. Lynch is the person appointed 
by the Lord Lieutenant, under that Act, to admit the 
freemen? — Yes, to act as mayor, this being a town in 
which there is no mayor. Assuming every jierson to 
be a tradesman who professes to be a tradesman, he 
admits him. 

3791. Do you think that a more careful inquiry 
might be made amongst persons in the trade, not, 
perhaps, as to whether the chairaant was a tradesman 
who hnxl served a regular apprenticeship, but whether 
he was a bona fide qualified tradesman? — I do not see 
well how he could inquire into it, because there is no 
machinery ; he is not allowed to inquire upon oath ; 
and we find it here decided by the report of the Lord 
Chancellor and Mr. Corballis, that the old corporation, 
when they took up the system of admitting under 
these old Acts, did not inquire upon oath ; and ac- 
cordingly I do not see any machinery by which it is 
to be done, although it is a monsti-ons thing. that a 
mail ill Mr. Lynch’s place is hound to admit any man 
who comes forward and professes to be a tradesman. 

3792. Has lie not a right to take the best means in 
his ])owcr to ascertain whether tlie man who comes 
forward is really a carpenter or shoemaker, or what- 
ever he may say ?— I think one of the best means in 
his power, at the moment, has occurred to Mr. Lynch, 
that is, asking all the persons about him -whether 
he is really so or not. 

_ 3793. Put do you not think if, a certain time pre- 
viously. he were to require the persons anxious to be 
admitted as freemen to send a list of their names and 
where they worked, it might operate as an improve- 
ment ? — No ; but in my opinion Mr. Lynch might 
have a check upon the admission of improper free- 
men, by publishing a list of tlie applicants, and givino- 
notice some time before he held a court; that, I tliinlf 
would have some influence ; but still I think it would 
be open to great abuse. Another defect in the pre- 



sent system is, that any man who serves a claim as a 
freeman upon the town clei-k — if there be no objection 
from anybody — however unqualified he may be, that 
man must be admitted by the assistant ban-ister and 
Mr. Lynch would. have no notice whatever, and would 
have nothing to do in such admissions. 

3794. { Chief Commissioner.) Trom your knowledge 
of the freemen of Galway can you say whether the 
tradesmen ai-e generally of a poor, class ? — They are 
of all classes ; from very respectable persons, who 
might be influential ratepayers, down to- persons as 
you have heard, in the poor-house. 

379(5. Do you know how many belong to the for- 
mer class ? — I think not more than 40 or 50 ; and I 
am guaranteed in tliat opinion by the person who 
revises the list of ratepayers, that is, Mr. Torbes, who 
acts for Mr. D’Arcy, the town clerk ; and, on con- 
sultation with him, we were both of opinion that there 
would not be 50 upon it. 

3796. You said about two-thirds of the freemen, 
you thought, were not to be bribed against theii- con- 
sciences. I want to know if you meant by that 
persons who, if they had two candidates whose 
opinions were in accordance with their own, could be 
induced by a bribe to vote for one candidate more 
than another ? — I could not answer that ; but I have 
seen in elections, that the freemen, as a body, have 
had feelings one way or other upon the subject, and 
independent of money. They are all liberals ; but 
tliere are often reasons why one person should be 
more liberal or democratic than the other. No con- 
servative candidate would dream of coming forward ; 
but when parties are in that way, persons have an 
inclination as to one side or the other, and I do not 
think more than one-third would ever vote against 
their inclination. But I do not think, as Hughes the 
butcher said, that “ if a person chose to give them 
“ money, that they would not take it.” And I think 
I am less prejudiced on the subject than almost any 
of the witnesses for or against. 

3797. To what do you attribute the hostility of the 
freemen, as. a body, to Mr. O’Plaherty ? — I cannot 
say. 

3798. I thouglit I understood you to say that you 
had formed your own opinion ?— I have formed an 
opinion, but I do not think it would throw any light 
upon tliis investigation. 

3799. When you employed Naughten for Mr. P. 
Blake, did you give him to understand that he would 
be paid ? — No. 

3800. The very revei-se ? — ^No ; I had no under- 
standing 01 - intention even in my own mind of giving 
money ; it was after the election was over tliat I 
determined upon doing so. 

3801. {Mr. Commissioner Leahy.) Have you any 
idea what would be the constituency of Galway, if it 
was limited to ivhat is called “ The Corporation Dis- 
ti-ict,” two miles ? — I think upon the constituency, as 
it now stands, nearly one hundred rural votes would 
be thrown out. 

3802. Supposing the freemen were disfranchised, 
and the constituency confined to the Ql. ratepayers 
and upwards, what would be the amount of the con- 
stituency within that district of two miles ? you know 
that would throw' out the powei- of the landlords in 
the rural disfricts ? — I have just made an analysis, 
and I will just read you the figures showing what 
is the state of the constituency. There are, as I 
made it out, 260 town-rated occupiers. 

3803. That is, shops ? — Shops and houses within 
tlie actual tow-n. Then there wei-e rural votes 140. 

3804. Within the two-miles district ? — No, wifliin 
the whole of the boundary. That made 400 available 
votes ; there were 470 upon the registry, but I have 
struck off 70 for double entries and persons who 
would not be available at the time of voting ; there 
are 92 freeholders upon the registry, but there are 
only 70 available, that is, about 470 in all ; and ti'O 
freemen I have put down as the same — 470. 

3805. Well, leaving out the freemen, you made out 
that thei-e would be 470 voters in right of occupk- 
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tion ? — In right of their occnpation or freeliold ; I 
think 430 voted actually, and Lord Clanricarde did 
not poll some 20 tenants. There are 140 rural voters 
outside the mere town, what I call- frieze-coated 
country people, who would go with their landlords ; 
there were that number at the last election, and these 
being deducted out of the 470, ivould leave the tomi 
330. 

3806. Did you ever hear- any proposition made 
here as to what tlie effect of adding these rural voters 
to the county would be? — I never heard of any 
proposition of the kind ; the constituency would be 
then too small, I take it. 

3807. It would leave 350 voters for the town ? 

That is what is stated in the registry j but the smaller 
or more confined you make the registry the greater is 
the anxiety to get upon it, and instead of 140 rural 



3808. I was leaving out the rural voters at present. 6 Oct. 1857. 

liut in addition to the 470 voters, according to your 

calculation there would be an addition to the rated 
occupiers of men who are now freemen of some 50 

more ?— That would be the outside. That would 
make the town voters 500. 

3809. (C/itef Com?msswner.) Do you wish to add 
anything to your evidence ?— I wish to give an 
opmion on a subject upon which others have expressed 
an opinion. And I must say that I do not concur in 
tie opinion, _ but on the contrary I entirely dissent 
from it, which has been expressed with regard to 
corruption amongst the gentry; I, altogether dissent 

accusation which has been made against 
tlie gentry as a' body. I may say the same of the 
rated occupiers. 



Mr. James Cook O’SiLiUGiiNESsr recalled and further examined. 



3810. {Chief Commissioner.') You wish to add 
something to your former evidence ? — It is with 
respect to the proportion of venality existing among 
the freemen ; and from listening to the observations 
of Mr. Morris and others I think what I have said 
may have created a false impression. I said that, in 
my opinion, from three to four fifths were corrupt. 
Now, I did not mean by that at all to say that from 



three to four fifths would I'ote for anything or any- 
body, hut about that proportion would take money in 
respect of their vote. The great majority of these 
may vote from perfectly proper influences, those of 
conscience, or friends, or other influences not corrupt, 
but may still take money when they are offered it 
perhaps not thinking it wrong to do so. * 



Mr. J. C. 
O'Shaugh- 



Mr. Nichoeas Lykch sworn and examined. 



3811. (Chief Commis^oner.) Did you take any 

pai’t in either the election of 1857 or 1852 ? In 

1857 I did, the other day. 

3812. Wliom did you support at that election ? 

I supported Lord Dunkellin and Mr. O’Flaherty. 
The election before I supported Mr. O’Flaherty, and 
I supported Lord Dunkellin at the same time. ' 

3813. Did you at the last election expend any 

money on any voter ? ^No. 

3814. Did you treat any person ? ^No. 

3815. Did you in 1852 expend money or treat any 
person ? — I think I gave my tenants who came in to 
vote something to go and get their breakfast, but I 
did it out of ray own pocket. 

3816. Did you receive any money, anything to lay 
out, at either the one side or the other ?— No. 

3817. You ai-e a proprietor in the rural part of tlie 
district ? — I am. 

3818. How many tenants have you that vote ?— • 
I think I had only seven or eight tlie last time. I had 
more before that, and I believe I have more now or 
will have more. 

3819. (Mr. Commissioner Leahy.) Do vou know 
of any money having been paid or offered, or any 
^luvalen^ by any of the candidates at the election in 
1862 No. I took very little interest in it ; all I did 
was to come in and vote, and all my tenants came in 
and voted. I knew nothing more. 

3820. Any money or consideration? — ! know 
nothing more about it. 



3821. You say you are a proprietor of the district. 

It has been said that there is a great deal of general 
corruption, and that some of the proprietors arc con- 
nected with that corruption, either in asking for 
money or promises of money, or something as an 
equivalent. Do you know of anything of that sort ? 
—I have been something like 24 or 25 years in elec- 
tions, and I know very little about the practices you 
have heai-d so much about. I had very little personal 
intercourse. I heard a great deal of what was sworn 
hei’e 

3822. WIiat_ is your opinion ? — I am not going to 
form any opinion. I know very little about it, from 
the extent of my intercourse, I may say almost 
nothing, as to the landed interest and the pro- 
prietors, of which you say I am oue.. For the last 
25 years I have been interested in every election. I 
have been in every one, and supported one or other of 
the candidates, aud from no candidate at any time 
have I ever asked or received oue farthing of money, 
or a bit of patronage for myself or anybody else. ’ 

3823. Do you know of any proprietor, himself or 
anybody on his behalf, who asked money for the votes 
of his tenants ? — I do not. 

3824. Or bargained for money for them, or sold the 
votes of his tenants ?— I do not ; but if you let me 
state, about 1847, 1 did make a bm-gain then, but not 
for myself. 

3825. (Chief Commissioner.) We are not permitted 
to enter into the consideration of the election of 1847 
at present. 



Mr. N. Lyneh. 



Mr. Michael Higgins sworn and examined. 



3826. (Chief Commissioner.) You paid a sum 
I ffd ' eleetiou for Colonel French ? 

wff? that spent in treating or in payi. 

oters . I do not think many voters got much of 
There were some orders in it, some cash for treatin 
and some flour, and tea, and sugar for voters, that 

to oueiS’o” flS”'- * 



3829. Are you quite certain of that ? I am. 

3830. Did you lay out any iiKire money out of your 
own pocket ; could you tell me ? — I did. 

3831. How much; did you lay out 30/. out of 
yom- own pocket ? — I could not tell. 

3832. Could you give a guess ? — I could not give a 
guess to you. 

3833. Did Colonel French know of your laying that 
out . — No more than the man in Africa. 

3834. Was it laid out in treating, or in paying the 
voters ? — If you will allow me, 1 will tell you how it 



M4 



Mr. 

M, Higgins. 
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Mr. was laid out. A man named Thomas Dempsey said 
M. Higgins, he would not come without getting money to vote. He 

got 10s. on my token ; but still I knew, whether I 

6 ct. 185 . jjave it or not, the man was loyal. 

3835. There were some voters from Carrabrowne 
that got 10s. to drink ? — Half a sovereign, yes j a 
share of that was for some non-electors. I could say 
how it all went ; but I know I got 91. 8s., and besides 
what was spent from myself, it went in treating and 
in cash payments. 

3836. But what did you lay out besides ? — I could 
not tell how much. 

3837. The additional money that you laid out, was 
it in ti’eating or in paying voters ? — I laid it out in 
treating. 



3838. (Mr. Commissioner Leahy.') About how much 
was it that you laid out of your own. About how 
much, was it 5^.? — I assure you I could not tell. 

3839. Was it lOZ. ? — It was. I had money in my 
pocket at the time of the election. 

3840. Did you make out any account for Colonel 
French ? — No, none. I never asked for it. 

3841. In 1852 did you take any part? — I never 
took part in an election before. I did not vote at this 
election at all. 

3842. Had you a vote ? — I had ; but I thought there 
was no use in voting when Colonel French was sure 
of being beat. 



Q. Pierce. 



G akrett Pierce sworn and examined. 



3843. {Chief Commissioner.) You vote as a free- 
man ? — Not as an elected freeman ; as an old corpo- 
ration freeman. 

3844. Did you get any money at the last election ? 
—No. 

3845. Did you pay any money for any one ?■ — No. 

3846. Whom did you vote for ? — I voted for 
O’FIahcrty and Lord Dunkellin. 

3847. In 1852 was there any money paid to you? 

—No. 

3848. Did you vote then ? — I did. 

3849. I am requested to ask, whether were you 
offered 30Z. by anybody in 1852 ? — I was. 

3850. Who offered it to you ? — Flan Kcary. 

3851. Was it for Lord Dunkellin ? — Yes, because 
I was engaged for Lord Dunkellin six weeks before 
that. 

3852. Did you get any of the 30Z. after ? — I told him 
in the morning, when he came tome at four o’clock in 
the morning, thafl was contrai-y to him ; that I was 
going the otlier way ; that I was going to vote for 
Blake and O’Flaherty. 

3853. Did you ?-^I did. 

3854. Was that 30Z. all for yourself, or to pay 
voters ? — Oh, no ; it was the same as the other men 
got. 

3855. Were the other men getting so high a price 
as 30Z. ? — They were ; some of them 40Z. 

3856. At the election of 1852 ? — Yes. 

3857. Did you see any money actually going at 
that high rate in 1852 ? — I seen a great deal of it the 
next day, Sunday. 

3858. For Lord Dunkellin ? — From that channel it 
was. 

3859. There was very high pay from that channel ? 
— There was. 

3860. And you saw a good deal of it going on ? — • 
I did, on Sunday. 

3861. But when you refused to take the money, 
did it go among the voters ?— I went to get the Pro- 



testant freemen to be ready for Mr. Daly. I went 
off and warned the Protestant freemen, and all his 
other friends, that they were not to go for Lord 
Dunkellin, but for O’Flaherty and Martin Josenh 
Blake. ^ . 

3862. Particularly Mr. Blake ? — Yes. 

3863. And when you would not take the 30Z., and 
said you would vote for Mr. Blake, you did not 
meddle any more ; were others getting so higli a sum 
as that ? — Some got 30Z., 35Z., and 40Z. 

3864. Did you see any paid yourself ? — ^I heard of 
the pai-ties, but I seen some of the money ; I was 
along with some of the agents. 

3865. Why did you leave Lord Dunkellin’s side ? 

Because the word went to vote for Mr. Blake. 

3866. Did the Tories not leave Lord Dunkellin’s 
side until it was late that night ? — Not until six that 
evening, until they heard it. 

3867. Ai-e there many old corporators besides 
yourself ? — ^I believe I would make out 46 j all their 
.stamps were made out at the same time. 

3868. You wei'e not very numerous ; how many 
used tliei'e to be under the old corpoitition ? — I re- 
inembei- voting for 50 years. 

3869. Before the Act of Parliament was passed 
giving the freedom to the Eoman Catholics, how many 
used tliere to be ? — Mr. Daly bad a great many non- 
resident freemen ; he used to call a council and make 
any man he chose on the 3Z. stamp. 

3870. How many were admitted with you ? — About 
18 freemen. 

3871. {Mr. Commissioner Leahy.) Did Flan 
Keai-y show you the money ? — He told me the car 
was at the door and I should go with him. 

3872. {Chief Commissioner.) Did you not get 20Z. 
from Mr. Harrison ? — ^I gave lOZ. of that to the free- 
men to drink the day they went to the poll at 
Mr. Daly’s election ; I kept none of it for myself ; I 
spent it all on drink, and more. 



B. Killian. 



Bartholomew Killian sworn ond examined. 



3873. {Chief Commissioner.) Did you pay any 
money at the last election ? — No. 

3Sf4. In 1852 did you pay any ?~I did. 

3875. What for ? — It was to men employed on 
behalf of Mr. M. J. Blake. {Hands in a paper and 
cheques.) 

3876. That is for 27Z. 12s. ; what did you do with 
it, as well as you recollect ? — I furnished Mr. Murphy 
with the details of the parties I gave orders to. 

3877. “ Thomas Fahy, a voter ; ” did you give him 
3Z. ? — I furnished all that to Mr. Murphy. 

3878. You gave all the persons there the money 
put down ? — I did. 

3879. Do you recollect whether it was as voters ? 
— I cannot say, indeed, it is so long ago ; there might 
be one or two voters, but it is so long ago I cannot 
recollect. 



880. Did you pay any other money besides the 
27Z. 12s. ? — I think I paid 7Z. in the same way. 

3881. Did you pay any more? — I think I paid 
about 12Z. more. 

3882. Is it out of your own pocket ; have you ever 
been repaid ? — No. 

3883. What did you do with the 12Z. ? — I paid 
parties that were sent messages, and I got them to 
stand at the door. 

3884. Were they voters ? — I do not thiuk they 
were. 

3885. Do you recollect the name of any one voter ? 
—I do not. 

3886. Had you advanced any more money of your 
own at that election ?— Between 12Z. and 13Z., no 
more. 
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3887. {Mr. Commissioner Leahy.') Had you any- 
thing to say to the butcliers at that election, as to any 
agreement or undertaking with them ? — They were on 
tlie list. 

3888. Were they the first on your list ? — As it was 
first made out the list was 37/. 4s. 

3889. Did that include anything that yon were to 
pay to the butchers ? — I do not think I paid anything 



to the butchers. TIie*butchers wei'e applying to me, 
I daresay. ’ 

3890. Did Mr. Martin Joseph Blake know of your 
laying out tliat money ? — I had no more to say to 
Mr. Martin Joseph Blake from the beginning of the 
election — I laid it out myself. Directly or indirectly 
I had no communication with him. 



B. Killian. 
6 Oct. 1857. 



sworn and examined. 



Jajces Campbell 

3891. {Chief Commissioner.') Did you receive any 
money from Mr. J. H. Blake in 1852 ?— I do not 
know, I cannot say I did. 

3892. Were you liere when Mr. Blake was 
examined ? — I might have received it from him. 

3893. IVy now and recollect, did you receive it ?— 
I did. 

3894. Were you at the pigeon-hole ? — I was. 

3895. Why did you not answer me at first ? I did 

not know Mr. Blake, I did not see his face. I was 
four months working and I did not get a penny. I 
did not vote, I was prevented ; I was a iiersonating 
agent under the Act of Parliament. 

3896. {Mr. Commissioner White.') How mudi 
money did you get ? — I think 6/. I do not know. 

3897. Who was it sent you there ? — I asked what 
I was to do when I got the card, and I met a person 
coming down. “ What is this for, Lawrence,” says I. 
“ Oh, go up there,” says he, and I went up ; but if I 
had known it I would not have gone, for J! would not 
take my earnings out of a pigeon-hole. 

3898. {Mr. Commissioner Leahy.) Did you apply 
to any other person for payment ? — I did not. 



3899. Whom did you get the ticket from ?— From 
Mr. James O’Shaughnessy. 

3900. Did he desire you to go to any place ?— He 
desired me to go up_ stairs and I did, and by the 
orders of a man coming do'wii I was dii’ected where 
to go. 

3901. And when you went did you see any one ?— 
I did not see anything hut fingers. 

3902. 1 ou took the money and you came away ? 

I did. 

3903. And after that did you apply for further 
payment ? — I did not apply for payment, hut I was 
paid afterwards. 

3904. Did it offend you to go in that way to get 

money out of a hole ?— If I knew it I would not cro 
there. ® 

3905. And ivliy did you not leave it there ? Until 

I would ask Mr. O’Shaughiiessy. 

3906. You took it for the purpose of ascertaining 
what It was for ?. — I did. 

3907. Did you ascertain what it was for ?_I did. 

3908. Did you give it back ? — I did not. 

3909. Did it trouble your conscience ? Oh not 

the least. 



.7, Campbell. 



Mr. Paieick Hyams Cullen sworn and examined. 



3910. {Chief Commissioner.) Did yon spend any 
money at the last election ? — I did. 

3911. You werefor Mr. O’Flaherty, Ibelievc? — I was. 

3912. How much did you spend ; was it your own 
money ? — A portion of it was my own, and a portion 
of it not. 

3913. How ranch wa.s it ? — About 7/. loj. 

3914. What did you do with that ? — I gave it to a 
number of persons who were with us for treating. 

3915. Is that the list ? — I made it out of those men 
whom I gave it to, afterwards. 

3916. Do you say it was all spent in treating, that 

all the expenditure was for actual entertainment ? 

There was 1/. given in cash. 



_ 3917. Is that for goods or orders ? — It was money 
given in some instances to pay for drink, 5s., 35., 2s. Qd. 
and so on, all for the purpose of treating, except 

3918. And what was tliat for ? — It was 1/. given 

to one man named John Ilalloran ; he was a freeman ; 
he is since dead. ’ 

3919. In 1852 did you spend any money of yoiir 
own or anybody else’s ?— I was not in Galway in 
1852. I would wish to state that at the last election 
Mr. O’Flalierty never aslced me to take a part for 
him ; I did it voluntarily. 



Mr. 

P. H. Cullen 



Andrew Halloran swoni and examined. 



3920. {Chief Commissio^ier.) Were you paid 2/. at 

the pigeon-liole in Oliver’s house ? I was. 

3921. Are you a freeman ? — I am, since 1832. 
3822. Did you get anything in 1852 ’—Never a 

Iraction in my life before. 

3923. {Mr. Commissioner Leahy.) How were you 
admitted ’ — I was admitted under the Corporation 
Act m 1832. 

3924. Did you vote in 1852 ?_I did, I voted for 
O’Flalierty. 

3925. Did you get anything for voting at that 
election . — Not a fraction j never in my life. 



3926. Did you vote for anybody else ? — Martin 
Joseph Blake. 

3927. Did you got any order for goods, any treat- 
ing ?— I might take a drink with my fellow tradesmen, 
but I never got a penny before or after in my life. 

3928. {Chief Comjnissioner.) Are you tenant to 
Mr. Martin Jo.seph Blake ? — 1 am. 

3929. You did not vote for his friend at the last 
election ’—No ; I was agent for Lord Dunkellin 
against his friend. 

3930. I have been requested to ask if he has ex- 
pressed any displeasure for your vote ? — No ; I never 
knew him to interfere with his tenantry. 



Adjourned till Thursday, at Eleven o’clock. 



N 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




98 



EVIDE2TCE TAKEN BBFOKE THE COMMKSIONERS APPOINTED TO INQUIRE INTO 



Henry Syman. 
8 Oct. IS57. 



T. Holland. 



M. Hughes. 



Edward Kelly. 



Thoms Lally. 



T.McLoughlin. 



John O'Brien. 



Printed image 



SIXTH DAY. 

Thursday, October 1857. 

Heney Symon sworn and examined. 

3931. {Chief Commissioner.) Ton are returned 8932. Did you get 2/. there for a card sealed by 
as having been at Oliver’s pigeon - hole ? — I Dr. Browne ? — I did. ^ 

■^vas. 3933. Did you get any money in 1852 ? No. 



Thomas Holland sworn and examined. 



3934. {Chief Commissioner.) Did you get any 
money at the last election ? — Not a farthing. 

3935. Did you get any goods ? — No. 

3936. Were you at the meeting of the freemen 
when Mr. Blake was here ? — I was indeed. 

3937. Are you a butcher ? — I am. 

3938. Is it true that you said they ought to get 10?. 
a head ? — Well, I said the like. 



3939. You did say that ; did you get anythin" in 
1852 ?— I did. 

3940. How much ? — 3?. from Pat Greany a long 
time after the election. I did not know ■whether I 
was to get it or not. 

3941. You are one of the men that Greany gave 
3?. a head to ? — I am. 



Michael Hughes sworn and examined. 

3942. {Chief Commissioner.) You ai-e returned to 3943. Was it from Mr. or Miss Oliver you got 
me as having got 21. at Oliver’s at the last election ; that ? — From Mr. Oliver’s clerk, 
did you ?. — I did not ; I got to the value of 21. from 3944. Did you get any money in 1852 ? — No. 

Miss Oliver in about three weeks after. 



Edward Kelly sworn and examined. 



3945. ( Chief Commissioner.) You we returned to 
me as having got 2?. at Oliver’s at the last election ? 
— Never a halfpenny. 

3946. Did you get it from Oliver after it was over ? 
— No, not fi'om him or any person ; neither money, 
drink, or cash. 

3947. What did you get ?— I got nothing. 



3948. Do you mean to say that you got nothing at 
the last election ? — No, not a lialfpenny at the last 
election. 

3949. Whom did you vote for ? — Mr. O’Flalierty 
and Lord Dunkellin. 

3950. Your name has been returned ; ai’e you 
Edward Kelly, cabinet maker ? — No, Edward Kelly, 
painter. 



Thomas Lally sworn and examined. 



3951. {Chief Commissioner.) Lally, you got money 
from Mr. John H. Blake in 1852 ? — I did. 

3952. How much ? — 10?. 

3953. For yourself or for others ? — For others. 

3954. What did you do -with it ? — I disbursed it to 
others ; I gave it to several parties of men. 

3955. Was it ti-eating or cash? — Treating and 
cash besides. 

3956. Was it freemen you gave it to ? — It was, to 
some freemen and to others. 

3957. Do you recollect the names of those to whom 
you made these disbursements ? — A man named 
O’Brien, a stone cutter, I gave 21s. to. 



Thomas McLoughun 

3964. ( Chief Commissioner.) You ai-e returned by 
Dr. Browne as having got 2?. at Oliver’s ?— I have. 



3958. WhatishisChristianname ? — Patrick O’Brien. 
Another named Mannion, a shoemaker, I gave 
10s. to. 

3959. Were the sums which you advanced large or 
small generally ? — Small sums. 

3960. Wliat had you to say to the making out of 
the lists at tlie election of 1857 ? — I knew that Mr. 
Carter asked a list from a man named Bermingham, 
and that list was given to Mr. Carter. 

3961. Was that not at the instance of the freemen ? 
— The freemen did not give their names, but Ber- 
mingham -wrote them down himself and gave them in. 

3962. Bermingham is one of the freemen ? — He is. 

3963. What trade is he ? — A tinman. 



sworn and examined. 

3965. Ton did ?— Yes. 

3966. Did you get any money in 1852 ?— No. 



John O’Brien sworn and examined. 



3967. {The Chief Commissioner.) Hai'C you a 
vote ? — I have. 

3968. As a freeman ? — Yes. 

3969. Did you get any money at the last election ? 
— I did ; it w.os after the last election. 

3970. From -whom ? — From John Oliver. 



3971. How much ? — Between value and money I 
got 2?. 

3972. Had you a vote in 1852 ? — I am not sure 
now. Oh, I had it in 1852, 1 think. 

3973. Did you get any money in 1852 ?— No. 
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Tho2tas Roche sworn and examined. 

3&74. {Chief Commissioner.) There were goods to 3978 Were Hif>v 9 x> • - n 

the extent of 277. suplied by you at the election of butcher's and some^tn tbn — Principally to the 8 Oct. 185?. 

18o2, were there not ? — I did - I was in business snH fn,. i • tliose tradesmen and hibourerr 

had a public house at the time ’ ° 39 ^^ he court-house cleared. 

Wt A, . FTT, T, A orders of yours ?- 



had a public house at the time. 

3975. What kind of |;oqds were they ? — They were 
beer, porter, ale, and spirits, drink in general. 

3976. They were articles for drink ; are you a 
publican ? — I was at the time. 

3977 . Did you give any orders ? — I did. 



3979. In_1857 were there any orders of yours ^ 

1 was not in business. I voted for Colonel French 
the last time. 

“■ S't “5' ””>”«? >'i>i i I leliovo 

14s. 01 los. ; 15s., I think, for small sums : divine 
persons a glass of spirits. ° 

3981. Wlio gave you that I6s. ?— Mr. McGoveren. 



Peter Browke sworn and examined. 



you get 21. 

Oliver s for a card sealed by Dr. Browne ? I did, 

3983. At the last election, I mean ?— Tes- 

3984. Did you get any in 1852 ?~I did. 

3985. How much did you get ?— 2/. lOj. from 
Mr. Hennessy. 

3986. Whose agent was he ?~Mr. O’Flahertv’s 
I always supported Mr. O’Flaherty. I never went to 
any meeting or anything else. 

Mr. Commissioner Leahj.) mat trade ai-e 
you — A tailor. I did not want any opposition ; it 






andTe 

r.S; 

3991. Hats yon lioard that among the freemen ?_ 
Xhey were all in mourning the day Mr. P Blake 
tr^irun I^®ary and others wanted 

to get up a contest ; they live by that sort of thing. 



3992. {Chief Commissioner.) You are a freeman ? 
—Yes. 

3993. What trade ? — A. tailor. 

3994. Did you get any money at the last election ? 
—No ; nor at any election before. 

3995. Wliether for any other person or yourself ? 
—Neither for any other or myself. 

3996. Were you »t Oliver’s at all, or were yon at 
Dr. Browne s getting your card sealed ?— I think it 
beneath me to go to such a place. 



Edward Bird sworn and examined. 



3997. Whom did you vote for ’ - 
O Flalierfy and Colonel French. 



- 1 voted for 



Edward Bird. 



c ir money to lay out on your- 

self or others in 1 852 ?— Not a fhrtliing. 

3999. Is there anybody else of your name in the 
town ? — Well, there is a party. 

4000. What is he ?— Oh, he is a tailor too. 



4001. Had the tailors any meetings ? 
certain ; I did not attend them. 



-I am not 



4002. 
—I was. 

4003. 
—Yes. 

4004. 

4005. 

4006. 
seven. 

4007. 
ways ?- 



Joseph Butler sworn and examined. 
(Chief Commissioner.) Were you at Oliver’s ? 

And got 21. for a card sealed by Dr. Browne ? 



— No^^’ meetings beforehand about it ? 



A freeman ? — Yes. 

Your trade ?— Cabinet-maker. 

Are there many of your trade?— Six 1 



4009. Or agreement among yourselves ? 

4010. You did not ask wliat was going ? 
do not go together in general. 

4011. But you did this time ?— We did. 



-No. 

-No : 



Joseph Butler. 



Do they all go the same way or in differed ^"J^ioney given to you or any 

-We did, I thik, all go the same way diTno^^^ 



Ja^hes Cdrreen sworn and examined, 

_4M3. Yon are a freeman ? 4017. Are yon a bntcl.er ?-N„ f el.oon.akei 



— Y„. 

and°!rt'f pigeon-hole at Oliver’s, 

Yes ^ ^ ^ ^‘■ 0 ‘V''ne? — 

pound^' money in 1852 ? — Oiie 

4016. From whom ?_Mr. Greany. 



James Currecn. 



. time, did they go together or did 

they divide ?_I do not associate at all with them. 



4020. You went for yourself 
O’Flalierty. 



—Yes ; I voted for 



JoHx Connor sworn and examined. 
•Yes^' Commissioner.) You are.a freeman ? 



-Ye.-. 

4oS' y"'"' 

smcrissfTS”*! ?-I voted 

mco 1832, .and I never got a jenny nor looked for 



4924. Ton say you are a tailor ?— Yes ; and I 
1 ^ T beneath any man to look for money. 
W25. Did you get a card sealed by Dr. Browne ? 

4026. Now are you quite certain of that ? I am 

confident of it. 

N2 



John Connor. 
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John Connor. 
8 Oct. 1857. 



M- Eardley. 



J. Sergeant. 



P. Murden. 



M. Cannon. 



M.McPonongh 



P. Dooky. 



Thomas King, 



4027. Were you at Good’s house at all ? — ^No. 

4028. Is there any other person named Connor ? — 
Not a tailor. 

4029. Is there a Connor a voter ? — I could not 
say. 

4030. Whom did you vote for ? — Colonel French ; 
and I split -with Colonel Fi-ench for Mr. O’FIaherty. 

4031. {Mr. Commissioner Leahy.') Wliat do you 
mean hy, “ Tou never looked for it ? ” — ^Because I 
would not look for it ; I would think it beneath me j 



Michael Eaedley 

4037. ( Chief Commissioner^ Are you a freeman ? 
—Yes. 

4038. What trade ? — A tailor. 

4039. Did you get 21. at Oliver’s pigeon-hole at 
the last election ? — I did. 



I would not give my vote for 21. I would not take 
5/., or 10/., or 20/., or any money at all. 

4032. Whei’e ai'e you from ? — Henry-street west. 

4033. Is there any other of your name ? — I heard 
there was another Connor suhpeenaed to London. 

4034. Did you get any money in 1852 ? — No ; nor 
in 1832, nor in 1847 at Monahan’s election ; I believe 
the three parties ai’e in court now, and I defy them all. 

4035. Do you employ persons yourself ? — I do. 

4036. As a tailor ? — Yes ; sometimes. 



sworn and examined. 

4040. Did you get any money in 1852 ? — Not a 
farthing. 

4041. Whom did you vote for then? — Martin 
Blake and Anthony O’Flaherty. 



James Sergeant sworn and examined. 



4042. Chief Commissioner.) Are you a freeman ? 
— Yes. 

4043. What trade ? — A tailor. 

4044. Did you get any money at the last election ? 
— 21. that I did not expect to get. 

4045. From Oliver ? — Yes ; after the election was 

4046. From himself ?— I do not know who gave it 
to me. 



4047. Well, I mean, was he the man that handed 
it to you ? — I cannot say. 

4048. Where did you receive it ? — At Oliver’s. 

4049. At the pigeon-hole ? — I believe so. 

4050. I thought you meiuit after the election ? — 
No ; at the pigeon-hole. 

4051. Did you get money at 1852 ? — ^I had no vote 
then. 



Patrick Murden sworn and examined, 

4052. {Chief Commissioner.) You are a freeman ? 4054. Did you get 2/. at Olivei-’s this last election 

_Yeg at the pigeon-hole ? — Yes. 

'405k What trade ?— A shoemaker. 4055. Did you get anything in 1852?— Never hefoi-e. 



Martin Gannon sworn and examined. 



4056. {Chief Co7nmissioner.) Yon are a freeman ? 
— Yes ; a slater and plasterer. 

4057. Did you get 21. at Oliver’s ? — I did, at 
Oliver’s house. 

4058. On a card of Dr. Browne’s ? — Yes ; but in 
any ease I was determined to vote for O’Fiaherty, 
whether I got it or not ; and 50/. would not have 
made me vote at the other side. 



4059. Did you get any money in 1852 ? — Not a 
penny, or at any one before. , 

4060. Are there many slaters and plasterers ? — I 
believe there are 20. 

4081. Did you all go for O’Fiaherty ? — Oh, we 
are never in the same scale ; eveiy man goes for 
himself. 



Martin McDonough sworn and examined. 



4062. {Chief Commissioner.) Ai-e you a freeman? 
—Yes. 

4063. What is your trade ? — A tailor. 

4064. Did you get money at the last electiou ? — I 
did ; 21. at Oliver’s ; it was through a broken pane 
of glass. 

4065. On a card of Dr. Browne’s ? — Just so. 



4066. Did you get anything in 1852 ? — I did not 
vote. 

4067. Were you active in showing the persons to 
Oliver’s ?— No ; I was not showing the way, buti told 
them. 

4068. Were you told by anybody to do it, or was it 
from yourself ? — I was told myself. 

5069. Who told you ? — Oliver. 



Patrick Dooley sworn and examined. 



4070. {Chief Commissioner.) Are you a freeman ? 
— Yes. 

4071. Wliat trade ? — A carpenter. 

4072. You got 21. at the last election for a card of 
Dr. Browne’s, at Oliver’s ? — 1 did. 

4073. Did you get anything in 1852 ?— No ; I was 
not registered in 1852 ; my registry was out. 

4074. How many carpenters are there, freemen ; 
can you tell me ? — There ai-e a great many ; I can- 
not tell. 



4075. Is it a numerous trade ; are there 20 or 30 ? 
— There are. 

4076. Is it one of the largest of the trades ? — The 
very largest, I believe. 

4077. Have you any master to the carpenters, or 
head •, have they any meetings ? — They have ; there 
is a club among them. 

4078. But you ai’e not a member ? — No. 

4079. And you do not know anything about it ?*— 
No. 



Thomas King sworn and examined, 

4080. {Chief Commissioner.) You are a freeman? — lam; a shoemaker. 

4081. Did you get 21. at Oliver’s, on a card of Dr. Browne’s, at the last election ?— I did. 

4082. Did you get any money in 1852 ? — ^Iwas out of registry ; I had no vote. 
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WnLiAii SuAW sworn and examined. 



4083. 

4084. 

4085. 

4086. 



{Chief Commissioner.) Yon are a freeman ? Yes. 

What trade ? — A cabinet-maker. 



You got at Oliver’s, for a card of Dr. Browne’s, 21. at the last election ’—I did 

Did you get anything in 1852 ?— I was not registered. 



JoiiN CuKKEEN sworn and examined. 



4087. ( Chief Commissioner.) You are a freeman ’ 
—Yes. 

4088. Wliat trade ? — A nailer. 

4089. Are there many in your trade ? A good 

many. 

4090. Do you meet together in a club ? — No. 

4091. Did you get 21. at Oliver’s, on the card of 

?— i did ; of Mr. Browne’s, but I did not 

expect it. I voted in the morning, and a man in the 
neighbourhood came three times, one after another, 
before I went out. And I went and found everybody 
was getting money, and I went with him, and he told 
me where to go, and I went to the house of Mr. 
Browne, and from that to Oliver’s, and I received 21. 

4092. Now, if I am not mistaken, you got 21. in 
1852 also ? — No, I did not ; I got 5s., two half 
a-owns separate ; one from Pat Henehan, a smith. 

4093. What was that for ?— For to take a drink ; 
and one from a man named Conneely ; he stops at the 



Green ; I could not tell you his christening name. 
Inere is the gentleman there. 

4094. You got a pound’s worth of goods on an 
order given by Mr. Clare on a man named Larkin ? — 
1 deny it. I never went to Clai-e, nor any other man. 
1 mtt home up to the ev ening of the election. 

4095. Is your name James Curreen ? — No, it is 
John. 

4096. Upon your oath, did you not get 21. as an 
^ent in 1852 ?— Never ; but in 1852 I understood 
that there was some money drawing out of a list, and 
i was told by a gentleman that is dead to call on 
Ihomas Lee and Greany, that I was returned for 
money, and I jiever troubled them for it. 

4097. And you never went near them at all ?— 
Never. 

4098. Your name was down, and j’ou did not draw 
It ?— So I was told. 

4099. But you did not get the money ’—Never a 
penny, nor never troubled them for it. 



Cii-uiLEs Smith sworn and examined. 

4100. {Chief Commissioner.) You are a freeman ’—Yes a n-iil,.,- 

4101. You got 2?. for a card of Dr. Browne’s, at Oliver’s’ at tliP .,1 5 

4102. 1« , 0 . get i„ 1802 SSo 



William Geangeii sworn and examined. 

4103. {Chief Commissioner.) You are a freeman ’-Yes 

4104. "iVliat trade ? — A nail-maker. 

4106. Did you gTt'arymonly 1^1852 w^ o^ ^d 



Yes' Commissioner.) Are you a freeman ? 

41 AO V spinner. 



John Geiffin (Middle-street) sworn and examined. 






Dr. Browne’s, at the last election'?— No7l did^not 
4110. Did you give a vote for Colonel French ?— 
i. gave him a split. 

T., 4^11- You divided between O’Flaherty and Colonel 
French ?— I did. 

4112. Now, on your oath, did you get no card from 
Dr. Browne ?— I got a card at the court-house, but I 
did not get it from Dr. Browne. 

4113. Did you go to get it sealed by Dr. Browne ’ 
— 1 did. 



4119. Whom did you vote for then ’-I voted foi 
Mr. Blake and Mr. O’Flaherty. 

4120. ^ Dkl you pt any money or goods, or ordoi 



was brought in from Ballinrolie. 

4121. From Ballinrobe in Mayo ?— Yes; and I go 
a breakfast from Mr. Madden, iii Abbeygatc-street 

4122. Your expenses were paid, and 3 ^ou got re 
freshnient ? — The car hire was paid. 

4123. But, upon your oath, you did not get i 
sum of money, or order for goods on any man in tin 
town, a shopkeeper ’—On my oath, I did not. 

4124. {Mr. Commissioner Leahy.) Did you niaki 
any claim upon any of Colonel French’s agents, oi 
anybody on liis behalf, after you had been refused tin 



£no^T 'dM nr/birf w, 

4116. men he e„„ he would no. seel ta“l'5id g”i? ™ *» 

lor you f — Jtie Old not. 4 io- 

Commissioner.) That was in 1852 
but Mr. Leahy asked you about the last election ?- 
Uh, 1 did not mind Colonel French’s men at all. 



for you ’—He did not' 

you get any money ?— Not a fardian. 
' 1118 . Had you a vote in 1852 ?— I had. 



■— Yes^' Commissioner.) Are you a freeman ? 

Hiol' trade? — A shoemaker. 

Oliver’s, for a card of Dr. 
Browne at the last election ?— I did. 



Michael Duggan sworn and examined. 



4129. Aphe pigeon-hole, of course, I mean ? I die 

4130. Did you get anything in 1852 ? — ^No. 

4131. Had you no vote ’—Well I had a vote thes 
14 years, but I nev?r troubled myself to vote unt 
this time, 

N3 



Wiiliain Shaio. 
8 Oct. 1857. 



John Cnrrcen. 



Charles Smith. 



W, Granger, 



John Griffin. 



M. Duggan. 
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M. Duggan. 4132. Were you paid any money in 1852 for not coming forward of Mr. O’Flalierty : it was nof fn- 
o 7 Tr -7 ?— Nothing. the 21. 

^ 4133. Or any entertainment or treating ?— No! I 4134. {Mr. Commissioner Leahy.) It was because 

was employed in the custom-house, and did not mind, the others were taking the money that you thouo-ht 
them. I would not vote this time itself, only for the you miglit as well go for it ?— Tliat is a fact 



W. Gamble. 



William GA^D^LE sworn and examined. 



4135. {Chief Commissioner.) You are a freeman? 
— Yes ; a shoemaker. 

4136. You received 21. at Oliver’s pigeon-hole, for 

a card of Dr. Browne’s at the last election, did vou ’ 
—I did. ^ 

4137. Did you vote in 1852? — I did. 

4138. For whom? — ^Mr. O’Flaherty and Lord 
Dunkellin. 



4139. Did you get any money i}i 1852 from any. 

body ?— About seven or eight days afterwards I frot a 
pound from Mr. Joyes. “ 

4140. Who is Mr. Joyes ? — I think he was clerk 
to Mr. Power, the attorney, Lord Dunkellin’s 
agent. 

4141. Did you get anything else? — Not a far- 
thing. 



James Shaw sworn and examined. 



4142. {Chief Commissioner.) You received 21. for 

a card of Dr. Browne’s at Oliver’s pigeon-hoie ? I 

did. 

4143. You are a freeman ? — Yes. 

4144. What trade ? — Cabinet-maker. 

4145. Did you get any money in 1852 ?— No. 

4146. Orders for goods ? — ^No. 



4147. Wliom did you vote for ? — did not vote at 
ali ; my registry was out. Mr. Fahy made use of 
my name, that he was giving me money, and he never 
gave me a half-penny — never. 

4148. {Mr. Commissioner Leahy.) Had you any 
articles pawned in his house ? — ^No. I do not deal 
at that shop. 



B. Gannon, 



Bajitholemew Gaiinon sworn and examined. 



4149. {Chief Commissioner.) You are a freeman ? 
— Yes ; a slater. 

4150. You got 21. at Oliver’s pigeon hole on a card 

of Dr. Browne’s, did you ? Yes. 



4151. At the last election ? — Yes. 

4152. Did you vote in 1852 ? — No, my registi-y 
was out. 



T.MacNamara. 



Thomas MacNamara sworn and examined. 



4153. {Chi(f Commissioner.) What trade are you ? 
— A victuallar by trade. 

4154. Are you a freeman ?— Of course, one of the 
oldest in Galway. 

4155. Do you recollect the night you took tlie 
chair that Mr. Butler was iu with you ?— No ; I 
deny that. 

4156. Do you mean to say Mr. Butler did not tell 
the truth when he said you took the chair when he 
went in ? — I deny that. I do not know whether he 
was there ; I cannot say whether he was or not. 

4157. Did you see Mr. Butler ?~I did not ; I often 
see him ; every day. 

4158. No, but in that room, in any room ? — To the 
beat of my opinion I did not. 

4159. Did you make out a list ; did you settle a 
list of prices, or anything of that kind ?— No. 

4160. Do you recollect that day that you all were 
together at the liotel ?— No, I was not at the hotel ; I 
deny that I was there. 

4161. Were you in any room that day ?— No room 
except the meeting room of the freemen. 

4162. Is tliere any other butchei- of the name 
Twelve or 13. 

4163. Ai-e any of them butcliers ?— They are all 
butchers. 

4164. It was Thomas McNamai-a that was in the 
chair ?— I am “ Tom,” I am the only “ Tom.” 

5165. Did you get any money at the last election ? 
■—Not a farthing. 

_ 4166. Were you at all concerned in making out a 
list of the butchers with money on it ? I was. 

4167. Now when was that ? — I believe it was 
about three or four days before the election. I was 
at a meeting. 

4168. Was that of Mr. P. Blake’s friends ?-4-So fai’ 
as T know I believe it was. 

4169. Who was making out that list ?— Faith, I 
do not know which of them was making thaf out. 



4170. Was it you drew it ? — Indeed I did not. I 
am sori-y to say I do not know how. 

4171. Did you hear it read out ? — I heard the 
names read out of part of them. 

4172. Did you hear what money was put opposite 
tlie names ? — They may put what they wisli. I know 
I never spoke a word one side or the other. 

4173. Did you hear anybody read out a list of 
names with a sum opposite each ? — No, I did not. 

4174. Did you hear a list read out with 5/. a 
man upon it ? — No, I did not ; but I heard a man 
say that he would not go less than the 10?. I heard 
one man say it was little enough to get ; that 10?. 
was not enough. 

4175. Did you hear Waldi^on say that 5?. would 
do well enough ? — I do not know, did I hear 
that. 

4176. Are you one of his pai’ty ; ai*e you one of 
the 23 ? — Sure, he may put down 120 if ho thinks 
well of it ; but I deny that. 

4177. But we heai-d about a special 23 ? — I deny 
it. Let Waldron come here and say I told him to put 
down my name, and I am satisfied to bear anything 
tlie Court allows. 

4178. Now in 1852 had you a vote ? — I had. 

4179. Whom did you vote for ? — O’Flaherty and 
Lord Dunkellin. 

4180. Did you get any money in 1852 ?— I did. 

4181. How much ? — I got 1?. of Pat Hickey, the 
butcher from Loughrea, and I had no notion at the 
time. It was after the election. 

4182. Was Hickey active here in the election ? — 
He was ; he is dead now. 

4183. He came in to the election on the part of, 
Lord Dunkellin ? — I cannot say that. 

. 4184. Did he not come from Loughrea ?— But he 
might come here to buy cattle ; he had the contract 
and should travel different parts. 
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4185. But lie gave tlie 1/. after the election • how 
long after ?— The very day after, I believe ; he gave 
the 1/. to get a drink, but I had no notion of it. 

4186. It was after you voted for Lord Dimkellin • 
did you see many others getting 1 ?—I did not. 

4187. Perhaps it was 21. they were getting ? I do 

not know. I did not trouble my head about it. 

4188. Did you see an immensity of money spending ? 

— I seen none of it. ^ ^ & 

4189. A good deal of treating ?— I drank every- 
where I got it. •' 

4190. You saw others drinking plenty ? Paitli, I 

do not know hut they were di-inking their own share 
it was most likely they did it. I am sorry there was 
evei- an election ; we lost more than ever we o-aiiied 
by it. 

4191. (Mr. Commissioner Leahy.) You did not 
know anything about the list ?— I did not. 

know why they were getting it 
up ? — Why, I suppose they were getting it up to get 
money for their votes. ° 

4193. And why did they give it up, why was there 

no more about it ? There was nothing getting on it ? 
—I do not know whether there was or not ; I got not 
a penny out of it. ® 

4194. Where was that list drawn out ?— I could 
not say. 

4195. Was it 
street. 

4196. Was it in a house ?— It was in a house by 
the abbey where they have the chapel. 
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n the street ? — ^No, it was not in the 



4197. In whose house was it ?— I do not know. 

4198. Was it in a coniniitteo room ? It was. 

^ 4199. What committee room ?— 1 do not know ; it 
wins in Mr. Edward Good’s house where Bartley 
Ivilhan stops now. ^ 

4200. Was it the friends of Counsellor Blake who 
were there .—I did not see any of them there to mv 
knowing or knowledge. 

4201. (Chief Commissioner:) Whom did you vote 

tor at the last election ? — I voted for the gentlemen I 
IVeneli ■''“'1 Colonel 

4202 (Mr Conmissioner Leahy.) Do yon recollect 

when Counsellor Blake retired and went away ? 

Indeed 1 know nothing about Counsellor Blalte, no 
more than the man in Africa. 

4203. Did you hear tlie people complaining at the 
time Counsellor Blake resigned ?— More than I might 
hear many a one speaking. 

4204. Did you hear persons complaining that there 

liJ^ely to be going when Mr. Blake 
tett i —1 heaa-d enough of that through the town. 

4205. And did you not hear them saying that they 
would send for Colonel French ?—I heard them 
saying that they were drawing down to send for 
Colonel French. 

4206_. This was after Mr. Blake left ?— It was ; 
but I did not get a halfpenny or farthing at this last 
election, nor I did not expect it. 



Patuick Doherty i 

4207. (Chief Commissioner.) You are a freeman ? 
— Yes. 

4208. In what trade ? — Cooper. 

4209. How many coopers are there ?— I do not 
know. 

of them freTmem” a good many 



worn and examined. 

clulf meetings among yourselves or 

Oliver’s pigeon-hole for a 
card sealed by Dr. Browne, at the last election ?— I 
did. 

4213. Had you a vote in 1852 ?— No. 

4214. You voted for O’Flaherty the last time ?_ 
Yes. 



Kelly Byrnes sworn and examined. 

I ««■•) You are a freeman ? c»d of Dr. Browne's, 21. a. the last election ?_J 

4216. What trade ? — Baker ri'oio tt j 

4217. Yon received at Oliver’s pigeon-hole for a onf 



John Melody sworn and examined. 



_4219. (C/he/ Co»,™W.) Yon are a freeman ? 4221. YourecoivedatOliver'spigeon-hoIe, for ac.r<! 

4220. What trade ?— A baker 2/. at the last election ?_I did. 

4222. Had you a vote in 1852 ?— No. 



— Ye^s^' Commissioner.) You are a freeman? 



4224. Wliat trade ?—A sawyer, 
the Is i' 2'- “ Ol™* pigeon-hole ,at 



Patrick McHugo sworn and examined. 

4226. Had you a vote in 1852 ?— No. 



4227. Where do you live ? — Lombard-street. 

4228. Ai-e you a freeman admitted by Mr. Lynch i 
—I was admitted in 1832. 



PaVTRick Mahony, alias Mahon, sworn and examined. 
he?.TteLS ?““’■■) jot, 0 vote at given to me , it was sent to 

• X iifUl. fU* 'XiT •!>. . . 



the last election ?— 1 had. 

, 4230. As a freeman ?~Yes. 

4231. Whom did you vote for 
DunkeUm and Mr. O’Flalierty. 

— wS‘ last, election ? 

-Why, I did not get a farthing of money ;'it was not 



a three weeks aftci' 



( 3 -. ™ , At, wao o«ju. Lo me in enree weeas 

the election. My wife got the amount of 21. 
payments. 

-I voted for Lord , xx her the money ?— At Oliver’s 

place, three weeks after the election. I had no card 
or anything else, 

4234. Did you get any money from Lord Dun- 
kellin ?— When ? 

N4 



T.MacNumnra. 
8 Oct. 1857. 



P. Doherty, 



Kelly Byrnn. 



John Melody. 



P, McHugo, 



P. Mahony. 
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P. Mahony. 
8 Oct. J857. 



Patrick Kenny, 



John Barrett. 



John Oliver. 



John Barrett, 



P. McHugo. 
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4235. Tlie last time ? — Not a fartliing ; I did not 
get a farthing from Lord Dunkeliin, nor nothing 
about it. 

4236. You only got 21, through your tvife ? — In 
six payments. 

4237. Had anything been said about that money to 
yourself ? — Myself ; oh, not a penny. 

4238. It was given to your wife, but did you make 
any application ? — No. 



4239. Is your name Mahon or Mahony ?— My 
right name is Pat Mahony, but I am called both. 

4240. Had you a vote in 1852 ? — I had. 

4241. Whom did you vote for ? — 1 gave a plumper 
for Mai-tin Joseph Blake. 

4242. Did you receive any order for goods from 
any person acting for Mr. Martin Josepli Blake in 
1852 ? — Not a fartliing, only one ten shillings I got 
from Mr. Greany, a loan of ten shillings, and I 
forgot to pay him since. 



Patrick Kennt sworn and examined. 



4243. {Chief Commissioner.) You are a freeman ? for a card of Dr. Browne’s at the last election? ^I 

— Yes. did. 

4244. What trade ? — Tailor. 4246. Had you a vote in 1852 ?— No ; I never had 

4245. Did you receive 21. at Oliver’s pigeon-hole a vote until the last election. 



John Barrett sworn and examined. 



4247. {Chief Commissioner.) You are a freeman? 
—Yes. 

4248. What trade ? — Baker. 

4249. You received 21. at Oliver’s pigeon-hole at 
the last election for a card of Dr. Browne’s ? — No. 

4250. No ! on your oath ? — I am on my oath. 

4251. Whom did you vote for ? — Mr. 6’Plaherty ; 
I plumped for him. 

4252. Did you receive any goods or money’s worth 
for your vote at the last election ? — Not for my vote. 

4253. What did you get ? — I got whiskey and 
refreshments. 

4254. How much ? — Why, to the amount only — 
all I got was 21. I believe ; one time when there 
were two parties sent to me for refreshment for a 
rural voter that was coming in from the country. 

4255. Who was the rural voter ; was his name 
mentioned ; I would like his name ? — His name is 
John Flynn, and another man named Codyi-e j the 
men brought with them I understand had votes, and 
I gave them drink. 

4256. Have you a shop ? — Well, I have a room, it 
was not a shop, in my own house. 

4257. In your own house you gave these parties 
refreshments ? — It was. 

4258. Did you get that 21. to lay out ? — I did. 

4259. Did you bring in any bill ? — I got the 21. 
without a bill ; my boy was appointed as an agent 
or runner or messenger for Mr. O’Flalierty. 

4260. Your boy ? — A son, I mean, but he is a 
youngster, and I of coarse expected payment for him, 
when the election would be over. 

4261. And you got 21. ? — I got 21. 



4262. Wlio gave it to you ? — .John Oliver gave me 
21. odd. I did not get it for ray vote, because this 
was after the election ; I would not vote for money. 
I would not vote for any consideration for money. 

4263. Plow long after tlie election was it ? — It was 
some time after the election, and I do not know the 
particular day, but I know it was after the election ; 
tlien tliere was another pai-ty sent me in six more 
parties, and I sent a bill to Dr. Browne. 

4264. What was the amount of your bill for the 
refreshments altogether that you got ? — Why I do not 
know whether I charged too much or too little. 

4265. Can you not tell the amount? — H. 12s., or 
something that way. 

4266. You got 21., ■which you say "was for your 
son ? — Yes, I consider so. 

4267. And you got U. 12s. for your bill ? — No, I 
did not. 

4268. Is that included in the 21. ? — I did not get 
it. 

4269. You did not get it ? — I was not paid the 
entire of it ; I sent in the bill to Dr. Browne, and 
Dr. Broivne did not cash it, and I saw himself and 

• Oliver speaking one day in the street, and I claimed 
the money, as I looked on it as belonging to other 
persons. 

4270. Besides the 21. that you got, did you get any 
cash into your hands for refreshment or anything 
else ; any more money ? — I did, I got 17. j that is out 
of that 17. 12s. by Dr. Browne. 

4271. You got 17. for refreshments supplied, and 
you also got money from Oliver ? — ^I did ; altogether 
I got about 37. 



John Oliver recalled and furtlier examined. 



4272. {Chief Commissioner.) For what did you give 
the 21. to that man ? — I gave it ; he claimed it for 
refreshments to voters. I knew he voted, and I knew 
he got no money at the pigeon-liole the same as the 



John Barrett 

4274. {Chief Commissioner.) Had you a vote in 
1852 ? — I had previous to that, but luy register was 
out then. 

4275. {Mr. Commissioner Leahy.) Were you in the 
habit of working for Oliver- ? — I only worked for a 



others, and for that reason I paid him ; because the 
man is poor, and I thought it too bad that he should 
be at a loss. 

4273. And you gave it to him for that alone? — I did, 



further examined. 

Couple of days in the man’s place ; I threw up some 
work in consequence of the election. I would like 
to state that Sir Thomas Burke said he gave I07. to 
Mr. Dolan the confectioner, and so far as I know, 
that 107. never went among the bakers. 



Patrick McHugo, 

4276. {Chief Commissioner.) You are a freeman ? 
—I am a freeman these 23 yeai-s. 

4277. What street do you live in ? — I lived in 
Lombard-street here first, and I moved lately, and the 
name of the street on the registry has never changed 
since in consequence of my living within a couple of 
yards of it. 

4278. What is the name of the street you now live 
in ? — Church-lane. 



worn and examined. 

4279. Was your vote rejected at the last election 
as not being the name of the person on the registry ? 
— I was told when I went up to vote for the Colonel 
that I was personated. 

4280. That is that somebody had already voted in 
your nam'e. You got no money ? — No. 

4281. Nor goods ? — ^No. 

4282. Had you a vote in 1852 ?—I had ; I voted at 
every election except the last but one. 
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4283. Wliom did you vote for in 1852 ? — I voted 
for 3Ir. M. J. Blake. I was registered at the time of 
tlie corporation as a freeman. 

4284. Did yon vote for anybody hut Mr. Blake ? 

Ko ; I ahvays gave a plumper. 



4285. Did you get any goods, orders, or money’s- 
worth from his agent at that election ? — ^o, 1 never 
got a shilling from him, or any man. 

4286. Are you a tenant of Mr. Jlartin Blake’s ? 

I am not a tenant of any man’s but Mr. Jlurray’s. 



P, Me Hugo. 
8 Oct. 1857. 



Michael Bradlet 

4287. {Chief Commissioner.) Are you a freeman ? 
— Ye.s ; a shoemaker. 

4288. Did you receive at Oliver’s pigeon-hole for a 
card of Dr. Browne’s at the last election 21. ? — No. 

4289. Wiom did you vote for at the last election ? 
— Mr. O’Flaherty and Lord Dunkellin. 

4290. Did you receive any money from Lord 
Dunkellin’s party ? — No. 

4291. Did you receive any money whatever at the 
last election ? — No. 

4292. Did you receive any order for goods at the 
last election ? — No, only what drink I got. 

4293. Who gave you drink ? — Mr. Whelan, the 
shoemaker. 

4294. How much did he give you ? — He gave two 
or three or four shillings out of his own pocket. 

4295. Were there many of you there when it was 
given ? — About four of us. 

4296. Shoemakers ? — Two of us were shoemakers. 

4297. Voters ? — Of the four but one of us had a 
vote. 

4298. Were you at Dr. Browne’s to get a card 
sealed ? — No. 

4299. Did you get a card at all ? — I did at the 
court house. 



sworn and examined. 

4300. Wliy did you not go to Dr. Browne’s to get the 
money when it was going ?— I did not look after it. 

4301. Do you mean that you did not get money at 
all at the last election ? — Not any. 

4302. Though money was going for Lord Dun- 
kellin and Mr. O’Flaherty ?— I heard they were 
getting some. 

4303. Had you a vote in 1852 ?— I was out of 
rcgistiy. 

4304. {Mr. Commissioner Leahy.) Did you hear 
about the cards that day ? — I know nothing about it. 

4305. But did you hear about the card.s being 
sealed ?— I did. 

4306. When you heard about their being sealed 
why did you not go ?— I did not go look after it. 

4307. Were you too late ?— I do not know ; I did 
not look after it. 

4308. If you heard of cards being sealed, and 21. 
got upon them, Avould you not have gone ?~I heard 
it rumoured, and I suppose I would get it if I looked 
after it. 

4309. _ Would you have gone if you had heard of 
it in time ? — I suppose I would get it ; I cannot 
swear whether I would get it or not, because I did 
not look after it. 



M. Braiieg, 



Timothy Walsh sworn and examined. 



4310. {Chief Commissioner.) Are you a freeman ? 
—Yes; a shoemaker. 

4311. You voted at the last election ? — I did, for 
O’Flaherty and Lord Dunkellin. 

4312. Did you receive any money at the last elec- 
tion ? — I did. 

4313. At Oliver’s pigeon-hole, for a card of Dr. 
Browne’s ? — I did. 

4314. Did you get any money separately from Lord 
Dunkellin ? — No. 

4315. Had you a vote in 1852 ? — I had. 

4316. For whom did you vote ? — I voted I’or Lord 
Dunkellin and O’Flaherty, and I will always, for the 
principle with regard to a certain party here. 

4317. Did you get any money in 1852 ? — I cannot 
tell who gave the money. 

4318. What was the amount ? — Four pounds. 

4319. After or during the election ? — After the 
election ; I was not made any promise previously. • 

4320. Where did you get the 4^. after it was over ? 
— I got it down in May-sti-eet. I cannot tell the 
person. 

4321. Were there many others with you getting 
money on the day you got the Al. in 1852 ? — There 
was a good many. 

4322. Of the same business as yourself ? — Oh ! 
different trades. 

4323. Freemen ? — Yes. 

4324. Were they all getting Al. a head ? — I cannot 
tell what amount they got, I only knew my own. 

4325. But you saw a good many there about tbe 
same business ? — I did. 

4326. Receiving money ? — Y”es. 

_ 4327. Was that after the election was over, or at a 
pigeon-hole ? — Oh ! yes, it was. 

4328. After the election ? — After I voted. 

4329. Was it at a pigeon-hole ? — Yes, it was. 

4330. And you saw a good many going there with 
tickets in the Siune way ? — I did. 

4331. Tliat was Mr. John II. Blake’s place of pay- 
ment ? — Well, I declare I do not know whose it was. 

4332. Do you say your political opinions are always 
the same way though you get money ? Do you mean 



by that, that you always support Mr. O’Flaherty ? 

I mean the conservative party, and without money ; 
my principle is always the same, whatever yon call 
them ; the Tory pai-ty. 

4333. Are you a Frotestant ? — I am. 

4334. Did all the Protestants go together at that 
^election ? — No ; I understand not, in consequence of 

a certain affair whicii took place. 

4335. You went, then, .separate from the rest of the 
Protestant party ?— I did; I tliouglit it had to go 
against Lord Dunkellin ; he was aProtostant himself; 
it is not in regard of tiiat. 

4336. _He was nearer your views tlmn tlie others ? 
— Well, indeed I would certainly sooner vote for iiim 
than the others. 

4337. And though you got tlie 4/. tlien, and the 21. 
since, you belong to that pai-ty ?— Well, 1 would vote 
for him without Al. also. 

4338. At this last election did your party take any 
particular side, in a body, or did every, man vote for 
himself ? — The trade is it ? 

4339. No, the Protestant party ? — I believe they all 
voted for Lord Dunkellin and Mr. O’Flalierty. 

4340. At the last election ? — At the last election ; 
and would at the first, only in consequence of Lord 
Dunkellin’s father having given his interest against 
Mr. Daly ; I am certain they would be the same 
way. 

4341. But did not think it right to go back ? I 

never go wheeling about at all ; I would like to main- 
tain the one principle in regard of the party I would 
vote for. 

4342. (Mr. Commissioner Leahy.) Which is it, the 
Al. principle or the 21. princiiile you mean ? — Neither 
the one nor the other. 

4343. But you said you went on a principle, which 
IS the principle of 4/. one time and 21. the other ? — It 
was not ill view of money I voted. 

4344. Oh, hut you only happened to take it ? — 
Certainly, when it was going; I was not going to 
refuse it, of course. 



T. Wahh. 



0 
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Patrick Cotihe. 



Patkicic Cooke sworn and examined. 



434-5. {Chief Commissioner.) Are yon a freeman ? 

4346. Of wliat trade ? — A tailor. 

4347. You voted at the last election ? — I did. 

4348. Whom did you vote for ? — ^Lord Dunkellin 
and Mj\ O’Fiaherty. 

4349. Did you get any money ? — No ; on my word 
I did not. 

4350. Do you know John Semple ? — I do, well. 

4351. Did you get 11. 10^. from him ? — I cannot 
say that I did not call to h im 

4352. Is your name Pat Cooke ? — It is ; it is John 
in the list. 

4353. Were you at Oliver’s the last election ?— 
Indeed I was not. 

4354. Did you go to Dr. Browne’s to get your card 
sealed ? — Indeed I did not. 

4355. Do you swear that you never went near 
Dr. Bi'owne’a ? — No ; I never minded a card nor went 
to Oliver’s. 

4356. And you got no money from Semple ? — No, 
I did not, nor did not ask it. 

4357. Nor goods, nor flour, nor anything else ? — 
No. 

4358. Did you receive any in 1852 ? — I did not ; I 
had no vote in 1852. 



4359. What is your trade ? — A tailor. 

4360. Was there any meeting of the tailors to 
resolve what way they would go ? — I hmi uothinff 
at all to do with them. 

4361. (Mr. Commissioner Leahy.) The day you 
were voting did you hear there was money to be got 
by going to Dr. Brorrae’s ? — No, I did not, nor did 
not want to know anything about it. I did not hear 
until the petition was going on. 

4362. Have you a son ? do you think he could 
have gone with your card for you ? — I did not ask 
him. 

4363. Or any of your family ? — No ; I did not ask 
them. 

4364. Did you ever hear from any of your family 
tiiat money had been given to any of them ? — I did 
not want to hear it. 

4365. I believe you did not want to hear it ; but 
did you happen to hear it ? — I would have a right to 
know it myself. 

4366. But did you hear it said by them ? You 
might be too honest a man ? — -Not a bit honester than 
what they are ; as honest a man as ever I was might 
take money. 



M. Fahcrt!/. 



Mortimer FAnERry sworn and examined. 



4367. (Chief Commissioner.) You are a freeman ? 
— Yes. 

4368. What trade ? — Tailor. 

4369. Did you get at John Oliver’s for a card of 
Dr. Browne’s at the last election 21. — I did. 

4370. Had you a vote in 1852 ? — I had. 

4371. For whom did you vote in 1852 ? — For 
Mr. Biake and Mr. O’Flaherty. 

4372. Did you receive any money or money’s worth 
from anybody ? — No ; not from that pai'ty. 

4373. From anylwdy ? — I did on Lord Dunkellin’s 
side. 

4374. For wliat ? was it for entertainment, or 
what jmrpose ? — It was. 

4375. To drink? — I believe it was intended for 
drink. 

4376. Come, now, did you get any more ? — Not to 
my knowledge. 



4377. Is that all you got in 1852? — That is all I 
got in 1852. 

4378. Did you get any order for goods or for any- 
thing,. in that contest ? — I did, a little more. 

4379. How much goods did you get in 1852? 

Weil, to the best of my recollection, I do not know 
the exact amount, but I think it was 55. 

4380. What kind of goods ? — I think they were 
groceries. 

4381. Do you mean by that, drink or tea? Tea- 

4382. Was it given to you while the polling was 
going on, or after it was over ?-i-No, previous to the 
polling. 

4383. Was it previous to the nomination? It' 

was. 

4384. And who was the person gave it to you ? 

,A man named Garrett Pierce. 



4385. (Chief Commissioner.) Are you 

4386. In what trade ? — ^Bakei'. 

4387. Did you receive 21. at the pigcou-hole, at 
Oliver’s house, for a sealed card of Dr. Browne’s, at 
the last election ? — I did. 

4388. Had you a vote in 1852 ?— No. 

4389. Did you get any money from Dolan, the 
confectioner ? — I was going out of Dominick-street 
on ray "way homo one day, and he gave me 2s. 6d. ■, 
he tapped me on the shoulder one clay, and he asked 
me was I going to vote for Lord Dunkellin ? I told 
him I would give liim a split, and he gave me and 



the parties wh® were with me 2j. Qd. out of his own 
pocket to drink ; but I understand he accused us of 
getting lOZ.; that an order for that sum was given 
by Sir Thomas Burke ; I deny that I ever got it ; 
and when T heard it I was going up to choke him. 

4390. (Mr. Commissioner Leahy.) Didyongrumble 
about the sum being so small? — 'We did not, for it 
was out of Dolan’s own pocket. 

4391. Did you ask him then, had he got anything 
for you ? — Not at the present time, I did not. 

4392. Did you afterwai’ds ? — I asked him what 
did he mean by coming down without the 10^. 



Michael Commons sworn and examined, 
freeman ? 



David Mvrden. 



David Mueden sworn and examined. 



4393. (Chief Commissioner.) You are a freeman ? 
— Yes. 

4394. What trade? — Shoemaker. 

4395. Did you receive 21. at Oliver’s pigeon-hole 

for a card of Dr. Browne’s at the last election ? 

I was not able to go to receive it ; I got a heatino- at 
tlie election that confined mo to my hod. 

4396. Did anybody else receive it ? — I understand 
that it was got by somebody else. 



4397- Did it ever come into your hands ? — It did 
not ; some of my family got it. I was not able to 
make any use of it. I was too sick. 

4398. Had you a vote in 1852 ? — ^No, iny registiy 
was out. 

4399. (Mr. Commissioner Leahy.) By whom were 
you beaten ? — By some butchers in the town ; they 
knocked me down, and I was confined to my bed for 
weeks. 
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4400. Was it on account of your vote? Yes; I 

suppose because I was for O’Fiaherty. 

4401. Was there much violence going on in the 
tomi ?— I got very bad usiige ; I did not hear of 
much. I was, I believe, the only person that fell a 
victim to it. 

4402. Were you obliged to go away ? — I was in a 
very bad state of iiealth, and I was obliged to go to 
Dublin for four months. 



4403. lYliy were they particularly angry 
you . had you given a promise flie oilier way 
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with 

-Xo, 



I had not. 

.1 you say you were the onh' person 

that sufiered ?— I was the only person that suffered, 
I believe. ’ 

4405. {Mr. Commissioner White.) Was it at the 
court house ? — Xo, it was going home, before 1 
polled at all ; before the election commenced. 1 was 
ijrought in a car to vote for Mr. O’Flaherty. 



4406. {Chief Commissioner.) Are you a freeman? 
— I am. 

4407. WJiat trade ? — Balcer. 

_ 4408. Did you receive any money at the last elec- 
tion ? — Xo, from nobody. 

4409. Did you receive any goods or money’s 

worth ? — I did not receive goods or money’s worth 
but I took some drink. ’ 

4410. Whom did you vote for ?— For Anthony 

O’Flaherty and Lord Dunkellin. ’’ 

4411. Did you hear of money going at the pigeon- 
hole and at Dr. Browne’s ? I did. 

4412. Did you take your card to Dr. Browne’s ’ I 

did. 

4413. Did you get it sealed ? I did. 



Jei’fkky MuRPiir sworu and esamiued. 



4414. And why did you not go for the money at 

money at ail. 

4415. V\hy did you get your card sealed then ?— 

^ the rest to go through the form. 
. of yo«r family get anything on the 

ticket — Not one. 

4417. Had you a vote in 1852 ?— Yes. 

4418. For whom did you vote in 1852 ? — I 

Slice O’Flaherty and Martin Joseph 

4419. Did you get any goods or money’s worth or 

S°ri52'“} ^ money’s worth 

in 1852, but some little drink. 

4420. In one of the houses of entertainment ’ 

les; that was all. 



4421. {Chief Commissioner.) Do you reside in the 
town or the country ?— I reside at Ballyglunin Park 
at present. 

4422. I think that is Mr. Martin Joseph Blake’s 
residence ? — Yes. 

4423. Mr. Martin O’Flaiierty mentioned in his 
evidence that lie had recommended that all money 
transactions at the last election for Colonel French 
should be under your direction ?— Yes ; he requested 
me to act in tliat capacity. 

4424. Precisely; then the financial department was 
all overseen by you ;• — To a certain amount. 

4425. Xo'w, wliat amount of money do you know ' 
of being expended at that election, on tiie part of 
Colonel French ?— About 160Z. 

4426. Are you aware of the amount of the bill 
handed to the election auditor?— bill handed 
to the tvitness). Look tlirough the account, and say 
is It in your handwi-iting ?— No, it is not in my baud- 
writing; I believe it is in tliat of Mr. Me. Goveren. 

4427. Was it taken by you to the election auditor ? 
— JNo, it was not. 

4^8. You will find at the top you are mentioned 
as the agent ? — Yes. 

4429. Is it an account of all the expenditure of 

whicli you are cognizant ?— It is not exactly the wav 
I paid it. •’ •' 

4430. It is not the wny yon paid it ?_I paid the 
solicitors something more. 

4431. I observe here that there is a charge for the 
various agents of 61. Qs.-, Mr. Martin OTIaherty 
mentioned that tliey got 107?— They got 107 

4432. Had you anything to say to preparing this, 

and putting down the Gl. 6s. ?— I had nothing to say 
1° AT London; the account was furnished 

by Mr. McGoveren. 

Yet*^^^' alter the amount of the total ? 

4434. Do you know of any expenditure to any 
T t purpose ? never mind the sums at 
present .— i heard there were other monies paid for 
^ f;iench, but not tlmough me. 
cxSnH;/"' f’^27 ; the amount 

1 ^ Colonel French and Mr 

3007?— So I heard. 

— No i do°n^r became of the balance ? 



Mr. John Blake sworn and examined. 



4437. Can you give aii}-^ explanation of tlie rest of 
the expenditure, except that there was some other 
payment to professional persons named here ? can you 
explain m any other way wiiat liecame of the 3007? 

a!i*Qo^ ^nnot; I Jtnow nothing AvJiatever of it. 

4438. Did you pay any money out of your own 
pocket, at the last election, for Colonel PVebcIi-'’— Not 
a penny. 

4439. Did you expend any money of Mr. Martin 
Joseph Blake s at the last election for Colonel P’rench’ 

— Not a penny. 

4440. Was there any subscription to support 
Colonel Preneh at the last election ?— Not at the 
election ; for the petition tlierewas ; at tlie election he 
paid all the expenses himself. 

4441. Something about 3347 is the sum mentioned 
to have been expended liy Colonel Freneii Do you 
know of any expenditure on the part of Colonel 
Prench and liis friends beyond that 3347 ?— I fio 

4442. Did you interfere actively in the last elec- 
tion — I did. 

4443. Did you go to Mr. Martin Joseph Blake’s 
tenants about their votes ? — I dare say I did • I can 
vassed everyone I could, for Colonel French 

4444. They generally supported Colonel French ? 
— i believe so. 

4445. Has he many freemen tenants ?— He has 
4446 Wow about liow many of hia tenants ' are 

^ ^ J™ exactly now. 

1 an ■ bo";' ‘ ^T°" “““ “PP'-eximato ?—I tliinlt he 
has 30 or 40, but I am not positive. 

4448. I flunk he has 90 voters altogetlier on Jiis 
property — Altogether he has a very hu-ge number of 
voters tenants I think he has 90, as well as I recol- 
lect ; I heard 80 or 90. 

4449. In the election of 1852 did yon act for Mr. 
Martin Josepli Blake ?— I assisted as a friend. 

4450. Had you anything to say to the expenditure 

of money m the yeai- 1852 ?— No, I only acted for 
hmu •' 

7 o authorize any orders to bo given in 
1852, for goods — Not to the value of one fraction. 

4452. Did you see in 1852 that there was a good 
deal of treating going on in the town ?— I saw there 
was a gi'eat deal of di’inlting. 

4453. On the part of everybody ? Everybody 

02 



David ATurden. 
8 Oct. 1S5'. 



J. Murphy. 



r.J. Blake, 
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Mr. J. Blake. 
8 Oct. 1857. 



M. Hussey. 



Thoniat Fahy. 



4454. Were you at all concerned afterwards in the 
accounts that were made out, as to tlie expenditure of 
Mr. Martin Joseph Blake ? — I never saw them, or 
heard of them. 

4455. Until you heard it in the evidence? — I never 
saw or heard until Mr. Martin Joseph Blake was 
called on to pay them, after Mr. Joyce wrote to him. 

4456. That was in August, after the election ? — I 
do not know the time. 

4457. Some months after ? — Yes. 

4458. Di<l you ever investigate these accounts for 
him ? — Never. 

4459. Do you know any more of the expenditure of 
money at the last or the previous election ? — I do 
not. 

4460. 1 mean, if you recollect ? — The only thing I 
know of expended in 1 852 was that Mr. Murphy wi-ote 
that he had satisfied a small account for my lodging 
at Good’s. 

4461. {Mr. Commissioner Leahy.) How soon before 
the day of nomination did you appear at this last 
election ? — I came into Galway on Sunday with 
Colonel French ; I met him at Atlienry, and came 
into Galway with him. 

4462. Before that, you knew nothing of what was 
going on here ? — I heard reports. 

4463. Did you know that Colonel French and 
Mr. Pat. Blake were both candidates on that occasion ? 
—Only from reports. 



4464. You went about to canvass for Colonel 
French ? — I did. I went with hir. Martin Joseph 
Blake, Colonel French, and all his friends. 

4465. Did you heiw anytliing said about the cause 
of the contest being got up, and of Colonel French 
being brought over ? — No, I cannot say that 1 did. 
Colonel French’s friends Avere very anxious to have 
him returned. 

4466. In canvassing, did you hear anything said 

about money being expected by the freemen ? No • 

they never asked any money from me ; in my experi- 
ence, I tliink it right to say, I ahvays found the 
freemen most loyal to the liberal side. 

4467. They were ail liberal here at the last elec- 
tion ? — They always supported Mr. Blake, the majority 
of them. 

4468. Do you not call all the candidates liberals ? 

Some of them are more liberal than others. 

4469. {Mr. Commissioner White.) Would yon 
have supported Mr. Pat. Blake if he had gone to the 
contest ? — I Avould, in opposition to Mr. O’Flaherty. 

4470. Were you ever asked for any money by the 
freemen ? — Never ; I took care to keep clear of all 
money matters. 

4471. But I mean when you were canvassing? 

Oh, they might have asked for di-ink, some fclloAvs 
when they were folloiving us, Avhilo Ave Avere can- 
vassing, for drink, or something that Avay. 

4472. Notliing more that that ? — Nothing more 
than that 



Michael Hussey sworn and examined. 



4473. {Chief Commissioner.) Are you a freeman ? 
— Yes. 

4474. What trade ? — A tailor. 

4475. Did you receive at Oliver’s pigeon-hole 21. 

for a card of Dr. Browne’s at the last election ? I 

did. , 

4476. Had you a A’ote in 1852 ?— Yes. 

4477. For AA’liom did you vote in 1852 ? — I voted 
for O’Fliilierty and Lord Duukellin. 

4478. Did you receive any money in 1852 ? — No ; 
all that I got Avas this time at Oliver’s. I never voted 
before the last election. I did not vote in 1852, 
except at the last time. 

4479. Had you a vote in 1852? — I never had a 
vote before. 

4480. {Mr. Commissioner .Leahy.) How did it 
happen tliat you Avere not registered before, a man of 
your time of life ? — I did 3iot mind it. 

4481. Do you live in GalAvay ? — I do. 

4482. Are you a regular tradesman ? — I served my 
time in Gahvay. 

4483. And Avliy did you never apply for the freedom 
before ? — I did not mind it. 



4484. Were you one of the last batch that Avas 
admitted last year-, Avlien there Avere over 100 
admitted together ? — I do not know but I av! 1 «. 

4485. Who asked you to talce out the freedom, 
then ? — I cannot tell. 

4486. Why did you think of it then and not before ? 
— When I seen eyery one at the last turn going, I 
said I Avould go myself, that avus all ever 1 deter- 
mined. 

4487. You heard so much money Avas going in 1852 
and 1847, that you did not see why you should not 
be on the list this time ? — I did not hear about money; 
it was not for money that I AA-ent into it. 

4488. You are rather old ? — Over 60, anyhoAv. 

4489. And Avhy did you not go before ? — 1 did not 
mind. 

4490. {Mr. Commissioner White.) Did anybody 
put it into your head to take-out your freedom? — 
Indeed I did not. 

4491. It Avas your oAA’n doing ? — Only that I seen 
everybody going, and 1 AA'cut myself. 



TnoiTAS Fahy SAvorn and examined. 



4492. {Chi(f Commissioner.) Did you take any 
pari, at the last election ? — I did, a little. 

4493. For Avliom ? — For Mr. O’Flaherty and Lord 
Dunkellin. 

4494. Did yon lay out any money for them, or 
cither of them ? — None. 

4495. Out of your OAvn pocket, or anybody else’s ? 
— None out oFiny oAvn, or any other body’s. 

4496. Did you give auy goods or orders for goods ? 
—I did. 

4497. What are you by occupation ? — A grocer and 
spirit dealer. 

4498. Did you give the goods out of your OAvn shop, 
or out of another’s? — None but Avliat Avas out of my 
own. 

4499. Did you do it at your OAvn expense ? No. 

4500. How much did you gh-e altogether ? Well 

really I could not say. 

4501. Have you ever been paid for it ? — For the last 
election. I have not been paid ; I Avas paid a portion 
of it. 



4502. Hoav much is it altogether? — I AA-aspaida 
fcAv pounds by one person, I think. 

4503. How much Avas the Avhole thing ? have you 
never made out a bill ? — It is about 10/. or 12/. 

4504. Did Oliver gh-e you the money? — He did; 
lie paid. 

4505. Hoav much did you get on account of the 10/. 
or 12/. ? — I should think, to be candid Avitli you, I 
could not say whether Fiiliy or Oliver paid me. James 
Fahy gave me some verbal orders to the amount of ?/• 
or 8/. 

4506. That is, on yourself, orders to give spirits ? 
—Groceries and spirits. He gave them for groceries, 
and those pai-ties chose spirits and porter. 

4507. Were you to give anything they liked out of 
the shop ? — I did, to the amount they desired. 

4508. Were they freemen ? — Well, some of them 
were freemen. 

4509. Do you knoAv their names ? — Some of Ihc'U, 
I believe, had no vote at all. 
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4509a. Were they TOitten orders ? — Verbal, I should 
think. 

4510. Altogether you gave 10/. or 12/. in that kind 
of way, between tea, sugar, whiskey, and so on ? — 
About that. 

4511. Of the goods I have said, did you give tea ? 
—I did. 

4512. Sugar?— Yes. 

4513. Whiskey? — Porter, and so on. 

4514. Was that all the money you know of being 
laid out at the last election ? did you take any part in 
1852 ? — I did. 

4515. For whom? — O’Flalierty and Lord Dun- 
kellin. 

4516. Did you supply any parties with spirits or 
groceries then ? — I did. 

4517. Freemen? — Well, principally to freemen and 
to persons who had no votes at all. 

4518. About what amount did you lay out at that 
time, and what extent of goods did you give ?-»~I gave 
goods to the amount of orders given by any party I 
thought worthy of attending to their orders. 



4519. Well, but what amount would you say now ? 
— 1 should think it was between 30/. and 40/. 

4520. {Mr. Commissioner White.) Did you keep any 
list of the freemen you gave goods to at the last 
electiou ? — As the m.atter was paid for, and a busi- 
ness transaction, it never cost me a thought after- 
wards. 

4521. Had you ever any negotiation with the 
butchers in 1852, to purchase their support ? — Well, 
I could not say, indeed ; I know they were dilnking 
in my place often, and we may have had a conver- 
sation about it ; I really forget it now. To be candid 
with you, I was not veiy active about it, and I was 
careless ; any orders that I received, that I thought 
I would be safe in furnishing them, I attended ter 
them. 

4522. Hut do you recollect any offer, on the part 
of the butchers, to support Lord Dnnlcellin for 
money ? — To the best of my Icnowledge, I do not. 

4523. {Chief Commissioner.) Do yon wish to add 
something to the evidence you have already given ? — 
I stated that all the orders were paid ; they were all 
paid in 1852 but one j there was a trifle of 10s. 
or something remaining. 



Thmas Fahg, 
8 Oct 1857. 



Mr. Patrick John Concannon sworn and examined. 



P.J.Concmnon. 



4524. {Chief Commissioner.) Are you a solicitor ? 
—No, I am a private individual. 

4525. Did you take any part in the last election ? 
—I did. 

4526. For whom ? — Mr. O’Flalierty and ray Lord 
Dunkellin. 

4527. Did you lay out any money for them ? — 
I did. 

4528. Yonr own or other persons’ ? — My own. 

4529. How much ? — ’I think something about 20s. 

4530. Given for drink, 1 suppose ?— Yes. 

4531. In 1852 did you take any part in the elec- 
tion ? — 'I did. 

4532. Who were you for then ? — I was very anxious 
for Lord Dunkellin then ; I knew Mr. O’Flaherty 
was safe. 

4533. Did you receive any money from Lord 
Dunkellin, to lay-out in 1852 ? — No. 

4534. Were you concerned at all about the laying 
out of money ? — No. 

4535. Did you canvass the freemen for him ? 

We did. 



4536. Were you often asked for money wlien 
canvassing them ? — Not when canvassing. 

4537. At any time ? — Very often. 

4538. A good many asked you ? — Of those that 
had no votes as well as the freemen. 

4539. But several did ask you ? — They did. 

4540. {Mr. Commissioner Leahy.) Were the free- 
men following you about whenever they saw you ? 

I think it was more the parties who were applying 
that had no votes mostly ; being a tenant of Lord 
Chmricarde’s they knew I was veiy active for Lord 
Dunkellin, and for two or three months previous to 
the election at all I spent some money of my own in 
small sums ; it is right to add perhaps now, that I 
received 31. from Mr. Considine, which sum did not 
remain with me twenty minutes. 

4541. You got 3/. to lay out, did you get any more 
money ? — I did not get any otlier sum hut that ; it 
was more a loan than anything else. I was not aware 
at the time that I received any money ; it was subse- 
quently I heard it. 



Mr. Thojias Comins sworn and examined. 



4542. {Chief Commissioner.) For whom did you 
vote at the last election ? — Mr. O’Flaherty and Lord 
Dunkellin. 

4543. Had you anything to say to money at the 
last election ? — No, not at the last. 

4544. Either yourself or anybody else ? — No. 

4545. At the former liad you ? — I have been con- 
nected with every contested election that took place 
for the last twenty /esirs in the county of Galway, 
and county of the town of Gdway ; I have been 
land agent and receiver connected with several pi-o- 
perties in the county of the town of Galway and 
county of Galway. 

4546. In 1852 had you anything to say to the 
expenditure of money ? — No, not directly, except 
some I paid out of my pocket for my own tenants. 

4547. Who was it that you supported in 1852 ? — 
I supported Lord Dunkellin and Mr. O’Flaherty. 

4548. You were active for them ? — I was. 

_ 4549. And canvassed for them ? — In fact, I some- 
times have acted as deputy sheriff, sometimes as 
paid agent, and sometimes as volunteer. 

4550. In 1852 did you say you had no money to 
lay out except from yourself ? — I did. 

4551. But you knew a good deal of expenditure was 
going on ? — ■! did. 

4552. For Lord Dunkellin ? — For Lord Dunkellin. 



4553. But for Mr. Anthony O’Flaherty ? — I knew 
of none on that occasion. 

4554. But Lord Dunkellin ivas laying out a great 
deal ?— Yes. 

4555. Did you know anything of tliat expenditure 
yourself ? — No, further than it was very profuse. 

4556. Entertaining ? — Yes. 

4557. And cash going ? — Cash going. 

4558. Did you see anybody paid ? — I did not 
actually see the cash paid, hut I heard it from persons 
who took an active part. 

4559. You saw by the state of the town (hat a 

good deal also was going upon Mr. Blake’s side ? 

No doubt of it, entertaining, and so on. 

4560. In fact a great deal of money was spent at 
that election ? — A laa-ge amount, I am told. 

4561. Had you canvassed the freemen youz’self ? — 
No, not the freemen ; I was connected with tlie rural 
districts. 

4562. Did you ever know of the payment of money 
to voters in the rural districts, except in tlie case of 
the Carralirowne tenants ? — Not since 1832, since the 
lieform Bill ; hut antecedent to that there wa.s a 
good deal of traffic with the 40«. freehold votes by 
their landlords ; a good many of these were very 
embarrassed ; but they have been to a great extent 
swept away by the sales in the Incumbered Estates 



Mr, T. Comins. 
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ThwnaiCmim. Court; and latterly I knorr of no corruption In that are named. They are put down as the immed' 

■8 Oct 1861 ""La, ,0 CO u o, ■» tlio list; and the Other 104 reside On eaci’cf 

'>563. 1)0 yon say the .same of the city 81. rate- the towulands adjoining the towm, and they am 
payers .'-Decidedly. My opinion is, that they are as dependent gentlemen; some of them have in f, .' 

, freeholds in the townlauds of Eahoon, Sliant.S 
4564. Are you much acquainted with he freemen ? Dangaii, and Newcastle, and reside on them and tl 2 
—I know a good many of them personally. are rated to these other 100 holdings 5 

i mpfln m Tinlitical pnufliipt. nnH ph-11-Qpfk.v. ? 



4565. I mean in political conduct and character ? 4573. Do you call these other 100 holdings indepen. 

a sou' A 1 1 , 1 ■ ■ ■ 0 ar ■ . dent voters ?— Everybody amongst them is supposed 

4566. And what is your opinion ?_My opinion to be independent of landlord indnenoe 

with regard to that class is, that payment for votes is 4574. Are they voters of the class of gentry t 
the rule, and non-payment IS the exception ; andwith They are;jnst so, a class of gentry; some of them iim 
regard to the rural voters, non-payment is the rule, professional men, and some have their estates in fee 

and payment the exception. 4575. (A*. Comm. Wmr Wife) Gentlemen hay ng 

45, 0. And yon have had a good deal of experience ? villas near the town ?_Jnst so, holders of villas 
— A good deal or experience: for the last 30 years, it 

tVSilorr *° I “ i n»oTt *diSife 

4568. One question with regard m the evidence d”fin°t‘S aelSeJon ““ 

Mr. Blake has given ; he considers the freemen as a as;> 7 >t /jir ^ 

counterpoise to the landlords ? — I could prove that . * Leahy.) Before you go 

to be a complete fallacy; for since he gave his ask where you drew the line between 

evidence, I looked into the tenement valuation, the ^'^al districts and the town?— By the towniand of 

last valuation, and I could give you in numbers what '^parks, which comprises the whole of the town, 
it consists of ; the whole number of rated tenements ^ toivnparks ; but I have not gone to the 

in the county of the town and totvn, amount to 945. *^orough boundary at all. 

4569. Do you mean rated to any amount whatever ? 4578. You have not regarded the borough boundary? 

— No, rated at 8Z. and upwards, but in that are — I not; I threw that into the rural district, 

some double entries; and of that 941, in round 4579. Part of it? — Yes. 

numbers, 641 are in the town and its immediate 4580. Outside where the houses stop ? Outside- a 

vicinity ; and there are 300 in the rural districts ; few townparks, not a great many. The town is built 



4580. Outside where the houses stop ? — Outside; a 
few townparks, not a great many. The town is built 



80 tliat is two to one in favour of the town. Now, on what is called the townland of townpai-ks, in the 
if the landlords were to combine as one man against parish of Saint Nicholas, and the parish of Baboon - 1 
the town of Galway, leaving altogether the freemen have not gone outside of that. I can give you now 
out of consideration, they could only bring 200 men the particulars of the town. There are rated tene- 
into the field, that is up to the poll ; for these rural ments in the town exceeding 87. and ujiwavds, 641- 
districts have only 300, of which 100 are highly rated buildings in the town of Galway^rated at and 
respectable independent voters in the neighbourhood over87.,627; of the townparks, 14. I^alludingto 
and near the town. I have been a good deal con- the buildings alone. ^ 

neetedwith the valuation of property in the county 4581. Rated at 87. and upwards ?— Yes- there are 



neeted witi, the valuation of property in the county 4581. Rated at 87. and upwards ?— Yes; there are 
of the town of Galway, and that is the reason I have 14 occupiers rated for townparks ; that, with the 304 
such an intimate knowledge about it. rural voters, makes the gross total 945. 

4.^70. {Mr. tommissioner Leahy.) If a widow have A<roo -im,,, j„ , ,, , . „ ^ 

a rated tenement, she would not be able to vote ?- fiqi wS ?-Because 

My calculation is of tenements which would entitle to 

vote, and not of actual voters, and I am assuming that . Commissioner.) It would be desirable 

eacli tenement has its representative. calculations furnished to the secretary 



4571. {Mr. Commissioner White.) Any allowance 



' as to prevent mistakes, and 



for tenements lieing unoccupied or occupied by females accordingly you ivill have the kindness to prepare such 
would occur as much on one side as the other ? a document. — I will. 



It tells both ways; it is rated tenements I am speaking r'ri' ■ 
of ; I did not look to the names at all. The principal ^ ^ "mitness afterwards furnished the following 
charge of corruption brought against the gentry in calculations in writing .-] 

ac comity of tlie tmvii I ivill dispose of by stating Statistics of the County of the Tom of Gai.w.it. 

their names, and the strengtli of each. ^ vTAj.TVAi. 

4572. Is it your opinion that they are independent Return of Tenements is taken from the Ordnance 

and free from corruption ?— I am perfectly awai-e they Valnation. 

are, as a body. Mr. Martin O’Flalierty made no ex- Number of tenements in the county of the town 
ceptions; if you would allow me to read the names, it of Galway, valued at and over- 87. per annum - 
would be a complete contradiction to his statement. I Of which are in the town, or townland 

have taken the particulars from the Ordnance valua- of “ To-wnparks” - - 641 

tion. The Marquis^ of Clani-icarde lias 35 tenements In rural districts - - . 304 

rated at 87., and which would entitle the occupiers to ' 

vote ;Lor<l Campbell, 15 ; Mr. Patrick Mark Lynch, Tenements valued at 67. and under 87. 195 

2o ; Mr. Nicolas Lynch, of Barna, has 29 tenements, • Tenements valued at 57. and under 67. 130 

hut lie IS the occupier rated in eleven instances; sol __ 

liave struck out the 11 and put down 18 ; he is Buildings in the town of Galway rated at 
put down as the owner of the rest of the tenements and over 87 - - - 627 

himself ; they are unoccupied; I only gave him credit Occupiers of town parks rated at ditto - 14 

mr one. Lord Claiimorris has 10 ; the Alliance Rural tenements, including buildings - 304 

Company, lo; the Law Life Assurance Company, 9; 

Martin Joseph Blake, 9, that is in the rural districts -n , i a i • -a • , 

I am not now talking of liis town property. I-Ienrv -Ihe townlands which comprise the 304 tenemi 
Hodgson, Merlin Park, has 9 ; Sir Tliomas Blake, of follows:— 

Menloe Castle, has 6 ; Dudley Persse has 9 ; Comins Immediate Lessors, 

mil BiiiTMI ivcyokfe townhn^^^ Menloe - - 6 Sir Tliomns Bkke. 

9; ll.eobiildl lake, 4; ISerninAOTkherty, 3; James Balliiifoile - o Lord Cknricarde. 

R. Ryan, 4; lliomas A. Joyce, 5; James O’Hara, of Castlegav - 9 Same 

Lenaboy, 5; Henry S. Jones, 4; Francis Comyn .4; Terryland - 7 Same’ 

and Peter S. Comyn, 2. These amount to 200, and Glenaneal - 1 R. A. Somerville 

1 take these 200 to be the tenants of the parties that Merlin-park - 1 Henry Hodgson 



of Galway, valued at and over- 87. per annum - 945 
Of which are in the town, or townland 
of “ To-wnparks” - - 641 

In rural districts - _ - - 304 

Tenements valued at 67. and under 87. 195 
• Tenements valued at 57. and under 67. 130 

325 

Buildings in the town of Galway rated at 
and over 87. - - - . 627 

Occupiers of town parks rated at ditto - 14 
Rural tenements, including buildings - 304 

945 

The townlands which comprise the 304 tenements 
are as follows: — 
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Jluvrough - - 3 James B. Ryan. 

Koscam - - 9 T. Comiiis and Barrett. 

Ballybane - 13 P. M. Lyncli. 

Ballybrit - 3 Same. 

Parkmore - - 3 Same. 

Renmore - 6 Same. 

Wellpark - 1 Martin Morriss. 

Atterevagli - 4 Thomas Barton. 

Barnacranny - 3 La^r Life Assurance Company. 

Bushy-park - 1 Robert Martin. 

Cappanaveagli - 4 Henry S. Jones. 

Clogliatiska - 1 Janies O’Hara. 

Dangan up sloner 12 Jno. Reddington, and others. 

Gortatleva - 2 James Browne. 

Kentfield - 1 Thomas J. Blake. 

Kilcorkey - 10 E. C. Burke, and others. 

Lenaboy - - IS James O’Hara, and others. 

Letteragh - 2 Dudley Persse. 

Mutton Island - 1 M. Ryan. 

New Castle -‘13 Dudley Persse, and others. 

Polnarooma - 6 Lord Clanmorris. 

Ralioon - - 28 William Keogh, and others. 

Shantalla - 14 M. J. Blake, and others. 

Tievgarriff - 4 Anne O’Hara. 

Ballygrenane - 4 Henry Hodgson. 

Brokagli - - 3 Bernai-d O’Flaherty. 

Curragreene - 4 Theobald Blake. 

Doughiska - 4 Henry Hodgson. 

Killeen - - 1 M. Cullinan. 

Poulkeen - - 14 Lord Clanriearde. 

Aille - - 4 Lord Campbell. 

Aubuce - - 1 James R. Ryan. 

Aty Shonock - 1 P. S. Comyn. 

Ballybruke - , 1 Nicholas Lynch. 

Ballagh - - 2 Lord Campbell. 

Ballyslennam - 1 Francis Comyn. 

Ballynahoona - 2 Nicholas Lynch. 

Ballymoneen - 3 Same. 

Barna - - 1 Same. 

Bolleybeg - 2 Same. 

Brownville - 1 James Browne. 

Cappagh - 3 Nicholas Lynch. 

Cerbally Lynch 

and Morgan - 4 Lord Campbell. 

Clybane - 4 Alliance Company. 

Corcullen - 6 Law Life Company. 

Derry Cooney - 1 Nicholta Lynch. 

Drum East and 

West - - 2 Francis Comyn. 

Freeport - 1 Lord Campbell 
Gortaiieka - 1 Nicholas Lynch. 

Kimineenmore - 2 Same. 

Knoekaiinecarra 5 Same. 

Killeen - 1 P. S. Comyn. 

Lacklea - - 1 Lord Campbell. 

Lenereragh - 5 Nicholas Lynch. 

Lisheenakera - 1 Francis Comyn. 

Mincloone - . 2 James Davis. 

New Village - 1 Lord Campbell. 

Oran Hill - 1 Edmund O’Maley. 

Pollagh - - 1 Nicholas Lyncli. 

Shanballyduff - 2 Same. 

Sliangort - 2 Alliance Company. 

Truskey -• 2 Lord Campbell. 

Angliliam - 4 Thomas A. Joyce. 

Cloonacaneen - 1 , Reps. Robt. Fane. 

Carrabrowne - 5 Alliance Company. 

Kilroghter - 2 Same. 

Sylaun - . 2 Same. 

Rusheen - - 1 Nicholas Lynch. 

Ballmdooley - 4 Lord Campbell. 

Coarsefield - 1 Thomas A. Jovee. 



Tenants of Lord Clanmorris - - 10 

5 , Alliance Company - -to 

„ LawLife Assurance Company 9 

„ Martin Joseph Blake - 9 

» Henry Hodgson - - 9 

,, Sir Thomas Blake - - 6 

„ Dudley Persse . - 9 

„ Comins and Barrett - 9 

„ Theobald Blake - - 4 

„ Bernai-d O’Flaherty - 3 

„ James R. Ryan - -4 

„ Thomas A. Joyce - - 5 

5 , James O’Hara - . 5 

,, Henry S. Jones - .4 

„ Francis Comyn - - 4 

„ Peter S. Comyn - -2 



Thomas Comins. 



Independent occupiers 



The following Schedule shows the Area, Valuation, 
ind Population of the Town and County of the Town of 
o-alway, in the years 1841 and 1851 respectively : 



I3th October 1857. Thomas Comins. 

4584. (C/def Commissioner.) Is there any other 
observation that you wish now to make ?— With 
regard to the freemen, I really would not be an 
advocate for striking them off the roll; I would rather 
see the body preserved than annihilated ; and I do 
not think it has any effect at all on the landlord 
interest, unless you consider the landlords a venal 
corrupt set, that would sell the votes of theinselvea 
and their tenantry. 

4585. As a fact, are you aware that the rural 
voters go together always ?— No j I have known 
them frequently to divide. 

4586. Of all the names that you have resid do you 
think as a general rule the tenants would go with 
their landlords ?-Most unquestionably they" would 
but the landlords would not go with each other. ’ 

4587. With the exception of Mr. Martin Joseph 
Blake, as _a general rule, do they not usually go 
topther ; 18 not he the only person who acts sepa- 
rately from the rest ?— No, I would say not. ' 

4588. With the exception of Sir. Martin Joseph 
Blake, do not, as a general rule, the body of the land-' 
lords go together ?— I gave my opinion ; and I have 
known them to be on different sides. 

4589. That is where pai-ties agree in polities, but 

where there is a difference of political feeling ? 

There is very little difference. 



4590. But .suppose there is a difference, in point' of 
fact, do they generally go together or take different 
sides — ihey go according to friendship and party ; 
and there are several I think upon that list who 



Summaiy. 

Tenants of Marquis Clanriearde 
„ Lord Campbell 

M P. M. Lynch 

» Nicholas Lynch 

Less repetitions 



and there are several I think upon that list who 
would be willing to support Mr. O’Flaherty. 

4591. Of .your own knowledge did you ever know 
of money being stipulated for by any persons in the 
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Area in Statute Acres. 


■Valuation. 


Population. 


Town 628 

Rural . 23,504 

24,132 


1841. 


Town 17,275 
Rural 15,236 

32,511 


Town - 628 

Rural - 23,504 


1851. 

A"’ s. d. 
18,015 13 0 
9,027 18 0 


Town 23,787 
Rural 10,359 


24,132 or 


.€27,043 11 0 


34,146 


In all 37-| square miles. 
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EVIDENCE TAKEN BEFORE THE COMMISSIONERS APPOINTED TO INQUIRE INTO 



Thoma$ Cm'ma. class of gentry at an election ? — Of my own knowledge 

I do not ; but at the same time I have not the 

8 Oct. 1857. tjligijtest douht that there were bargains made. 

4592. In more than one instance ?— In more than 
one instance. 

4593. {Mr. Commissioner White.') I want to under- 
stand whether in making the calculation you distin- 
guish between what you called the town and 
country in this way, that is, you took the town with 
its suburbs and the townparks that run into it as 
one division, and what may be called the open 
country with farms as the other ? — Precisely ; that 
was the distinction I drew. 

4594. I also want to ask you, with reference to 
what you call the civic voters living in buildings in 
the town, whether, as a class, they are open to much 
influence on the part of their landlords ?— I do not 
think that they arc ; I think they are independent of 
their landlords. 

4595. Do you think they vote independently of 
that influence ? — From everytliing I know of them I 
am quite sure that they do. 



4596. As you know a great deal about them, what 
is your opinion with reference to the, freemen ?J.i 
stated, from my knowledge of all previous elections 
that payment for votes was the rule and non-payment 
the exception among that class ; but I know, at the 
same time, many of them who refused money at thp 
election of 1847. 

4597. Then, would it be your view that the body 
of freemen could be improved by a more rigid mode 
of admission ? — Decidedly ; and the mode of admission 
that ought to be adopted is by having some more 
stringent rule concerning their qualification. In the 
first place, the indentures of apprenticeship should be 
lodged with the clerk of the peace, to prevent any 
tampering with them ; next, I would have a certificate 
of their having served their time regulaa-Iy j and I 
would not admit tliem as raw recruits immediately 
after serving their apprenticeship.. I think they 
should serve at least three years to their various 
professions or trades. I would not admit them at 
once. 



Mr. M. F. 
O'Ftaherly. 



Mr. Majitin F. OTlaueety i 

4598. {Chief Commissioner.) Do you wish to make 
a statement touching your former evidence ? — I am 
afraid, from the remarks that have been made since 
my evidence was given, that there is some misappre- 
hension with regard to the observations that I made 
touching the degree of corruption which exists 
among the gentry. When I used the word “ gentry,” 

I meant not merely those in the country districts, but 
also in the town. 



■ecalled, and further examined. 

4599. Your evidence simply conveys that they will 
all seek to get places ; but I did not understand you 
to mean that any man would take money ? — I would 
go so far in some instances ; but my observations 
were directed_ especially to the seeking after place, 
which I stated I looked upon as a practice quite as 
corrupt amongst those in the better classe.s of life, as 
the taking of a bribe by a poor freeman or voter. 



M. Clancy. 



Michael Clancy sworn and examined. 



4600. {Chief Commissioner.) You are a freeman ? 
—Yes. 

4601. Wliat is your trade ? — Shoemaker. 

4602. You got at Oliver’s pigeon-hole, for a card 
of Dr. Browne’s, 21. at the last election ? — No, not at 
Mr. Oliver’s. 

4603. Where did you get money ? — I got some 
from Fahy, a pawnbroker. 

4604. How much? — 10s., and 2s. for released 
dotlies. 

4605. Did you get any more than that ? — I did ; I 
got np to the amount of Zl. 

4606. Who gave you the rest ?— Mrs. O’Shaugh- 
ncHsy. 

4607. Was that some time after the election or 
during the polling ? — About four weeks after the 
election. 

4608. Were you in the workhouse ?— I was sick. 

4609. But were you in the workliouse ? — I was in 
the hospital of the workliouse. 

4610. Did you come out of it to give your vote ?— 
I was fetched out. 

4611. And then you gave your vote ? — Yes. 

4612. And got what you said ? — Yes. 

4613. Had you a vote in 1852 ? — No, my registry 
was out. 

4614. {Mr. Commissioner Leahy.) Did you meet 
any other freemen wlio were in the workhouse like 
yourself ? — One man. 

4615. Only one other person ?— Yes. 



4616. Were you in the workhouse at any other 
time than on that occasion ? — Never. 

4617. Who fetched you out of the workhouse ?— 
Dr. Broughall, the apothecary, spoke to me first. 

4618. Was it he asked you to come out ? — He 
asked me would I vote for O’Fiaherty; I said I would 
not vote for anybody until I saw Mr. Dooley, mj 
employer ; I met him, and lie told me to vote for 
O’Flaherty and Lord Dunkellin, and I did the .same. 

4619. How soon after you voted did you get the 
clothes and money ? — I got the clothes the day I came 
out. 

4620. From whom did they come ? — Mr. Faliy, the 
pawnbroker, told me he sent them to me and he 
stopped 12s. out of the money. 

4621. Wore tliey clothes of your own ? — Yes ; Dr. 
Broughall fetched me out, and Mr. O’Shaiighiiessy 
brought a ear. to the workhouse gate, and broiiglit 
anotlier man and me out. 

4622. Another man and you ? — Yes. 

4623. Who was the other man ? — A weaver. 

4624. And was there a car brought to the gate ?— 
Tliere was. 

4625. {Chief Commissioner.) What is the name of 
the weaver ? — Michael Glynn. 

4626. Who brought the cai’ ? — I do not know who 
the driver was. 

4627. The ear waited for you ? — It did, and brought 
me to the court house. 

4628. Did you go back to the workhouse ? — No, I 
did not ; I am doing a little work since. 



Patrick Kinneen sworn and examined. 



4629. {Chief Commissioner.) Ai-e you a freeman? 
- — I am. 

4630. What trade ? — A tobacco spinner. 

4631. Did you get 21. at Oliver’s pigeon hole on a 
card of Dr. Browne’s at the last election ?— No I 
returned the cai-d to Dr. Browne in some short time 
afterwards. Some men met me after polling, and 



asked me if I got a cai-d and I told them, and they 
desired me to' go back again, and I asked for what 
purpose, and they told me I was to go get it scaled 
by Dr. Browne, as it was a general thing to get 
them sealed. I did not go to the pigeon-hole, but I 
kept it for some time, and I gave it to Dr. Browne 
into his bwn hand. 
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4632. Had you a vote in 1852 ? — Yes. 

4633. For whom did you vote in 1852 ? — I voted 
for Martin Joseph Blake and Anthony O’Flalierty. 

4634. Had you any money in your hands to lay 
out at all for anybody ?— No ; I never was offered 
money by anybody. 

4635. Did you lay out any money belonging to 
other persons ? — No. 

4636. You gave no orders ? — Never. I never 

asked any order either for my vote or any time. 

4637. {Mr. Commissioner Leahy.) Nor never took 
any share in orders ? — No. 

4638. Are tliere many men of your trade ? Seven 

or eight, I think. 



4639. And they ai’e generally persons pretty 
solvent ? — I think they ai-e. 

4640. Men that like always to vote independent of 
any bribe ? — Yes. 

4641. Do you work for yourself or for an em- 
ployer — We work for a manufacturer. 

4642. But are the seven or eight you mentioned 

respectable also ? They are. 

4643. Are there any of these that you know paid 
at elections generally ? — No. 

4644. The tobacco spinners are not? — .1 am not 
aware of them being paid. 

4645. Have you attended any meetings of the 
freemen generally ?-No ; I had nothing to do with 
anybody or any class. 



P. Kinneen. 
8 Oct. 1857. 



WiLr.iASt Dowling sworn and examined. 



4646. ( Chief Commissioner^ Ai’e you a freeman ? 

4647. What trade? — Cabiuet-maker. 

4648. Did you get 21. at John Oliver’s for a card 
sealed by Dr. Browne at the last election ? — I did. 

4649. Had you a vote in 1852 ?.^No. 

4650. How long ai-e you a freeman, and was it 
Mr. Lynch let you in ? — It is live years since I was 
admitted. 

4651. Had you a vote at the election of 1852 ? 

I was admitted in 1852. 

4652. Did you evei- get your freedom formerly ? 

The last time. 

4653. And why did you never apply till 1852 ? 

I neglected it always j I did not mind it. 

4654. Nor did not think it worth while ? — It was 
not altogether that. 

4655. You had only &d. to pay for it ? — I know 
that, but I never minded it ; the last time I was 
promised to O’Flaherty and Dunkellin. 

4656. Did you hear anything about money going 
at that election before you voted ? — I thought the 
trades would be paid for their time, and I asked the 
men, and they said they would be paid. I said, may 
be that would be bribing, and tliey said no, it would 
be after they voted. 

4657. Before you voted did anybody say anything 
about money going or payment ? — Not a word. 

4658. Now how came you to vote for O’Flaherty ? 
— Because I promised him always : at one time when 
I had not a vote I promised and gave him my 
interest. 

4659. Did yon get yourself enrolled with the 
object of voting ? — I did ; they canvassed me for 
other people before, and I told them I did not mind 
the registry, but I experienced a great deal of friend- 
ship in his house, and I thought it right I should vote 
for him, for gratitude. 



4660. When you thought about getting it, was it 
Mr. O Flaherty’s agents suggested it to you ?— No, it 
was enthely from my own liead, and seeing others 
going. 

4661. And seeing Mr. Lynch holding a court ?— 
Yes. 

4662. Were there many let in at the same time 
with you ? — Oh, a great deal at that time. 

4663. {Mr. Commissioner Leahy.) About what 
hour of the day did you vote for O’FLiherty and Lord 
Dunkellin ? — About nine o’clock in tlie morning. 

4664. Wlien you saw persons canvassing before 
tlie election did you go up to any man and ask if 

anything would be given or any compeusation ? I 

never asked a word about it or asked what I would 
get, or if there was anything getting, or anything 
that way. ° 

4665. {Chief Commissioner.) Did you vote for 
Lord'Dunkellin ? — I did. 

4666. Did you get any money from him ?— I did 
not. 

4667. {Mr. Commissioner Leahy.) It was not ne- 
cessary to give you money ; you voted for him of 
course, aiid you got money without asking anything 
or expecting it ?~It was from a lot of tradesmen that 
told me Mr. O’Flaherty was paying them for their 
time ; it was under them circumstances that I took 
this money. 

4668. {Mr. Commissioner White.) Did you lose 
any time except merely coming to vote ? — Not a great 
deal indeed. 

4669. You were not out canvassing ? — No, I did 
not mind it at all except to give my vote j but of 
cour.se wlien they made me a present of it for my 
trouble, it was not my business to dictate what I was 
to get. 



W, Dowling. 



Michael Lee sworn and examined. 



4670. {Chief Commissioner.) Did you vote at the 
last election ?— I did as a freeman. 



4671. For whom ? — For Mr. O’Flaherty and Mr 
French. 

4672. Did you get any money ? ^No. 

4673. Money’s worth ? — No. 

4674. Did you got any treating, any entertain- 
ment ? — No. 

4675. Had you a vote in 1852 ?— I had. 



4676. Whom did you 
O’Flaherty and Mr. Blake. 



vote for then ? — Mr. 



T ““y ft>r goods in 1852 ? 

I did not get an order for myself, b^ut I know I got 
lor a lot of men. 



What were they? — They were. freemen. I 
think there were two orders given to the men. I do 



not know to what amount, but I got no order for 
myself. 

4679. But did you get orders for these men ? I 

do not know whether it was to me it was charged ; 
but I spoke to young Clare to give an order for some 
men. 

4680. You spoke to him, saying to give so much 
among them ? — That is the very thing. 

4681. Besides that, did you get 3/. for acting as an 
agent ? — Never a shilling did I get ; but I got between 
5s. and 7s. for private expenses. That was tor myself 
during the election of 1852. I think it was between 
5s. and 7s. I do not know how much it was, but I 
gave the bill to Mr. Murphy. 

4682. Did you get anything for your own vote ? 

Never ; never asked or expected, always voted free, 
without favour or alFection. 



P 



Michael Lee. 
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Michael Lee. 
8 Oct. 1857. 



Timothy Kelly. 



M. Greene. 



John Oliver. 



M. Greene. 



M. J. Tierney. 
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4683. (jl/r Commissioner Leahy.') Who were the 
men that you desired young Clare to give on order 
to ? — I declare I forget them now. 

4684. What was it you desired to give an order 
for ? — I tliink it was for flour ; I think it was to the 
amount of 1 /. or something, an order given for drink, 
I tliink IOj. or 1/., I cannot recollect which. 



4685. These were men that you thought deserved 
something ? — Yes. 

4686. Some of them were voters and some of them 
were not voters ? — Just so. 

4687. And they were loyal to your party and you 
desired them to get something ? — Yes. 



Timothy Kelly sworn and examined. 



4688. [Chief Commissioner.)Xow ai-e a freeman — 
Yes. 

4689. Wiiat trade ? — A painter and glazier. 

4690. Did you get 21. at John Oliver’s pigeon-hole 
on a card sealed by Dr. Browne at the last election ? 
—I did. 

4691. Had you a vote in 1852 ? — No. 

4692. Were you let in with the large batch of free- 
men in 1856 ? — Well I am not sure ; I do not re- 
member it. 

4693. It was just after the other election you 
thought of going in ; tliere were a good many more 
with you when you were admitted ? — Yes ; the 
court was full. 

4694. Tell me who put it into your head to become 
a freeman ? — It was myself. 



4695. [Mr Commissioner Leaky.) Are there many 
men in your trade admitted who are not re<^ular 
tradesmen ? — There is. 

4696. What do you call these men here, who are 
not regular tradesmen ; is it “ colts ?” — I heard that. 

4697. What name have you for them in your trade? 
“ Bucket boys,” I believe. 

4698. Did you ever object since you were admitted 
to any “ bucket boy ” being let in ? — I did not ; nor 
did not interfere about it. I would not fancy inter- 
fering. 

4699. You might get a knock on the head ? They 

would do it in a minute. 

4700. [Mr Commissioner fVhite.) Did the painters 
meet before the election ? — There was no meeting 
before the election; 



Michaei, Greene sworn and examined. 



4701. [Chief Commissioner.) Are you a freeman? 
—Yes. 

4702. What trade ? — Baker. 

4703. Did you get 21. at John Oliver’s on a card 
sealed by Dr. Browne at the last election ? — Not at 
the hole. 

4704. Who gave it you ? — It was sent to me by 
another person. 

4705. Did any person else go for you with the card? 
—There was a person, but not at the pigeon-hole ; it 
was a fortnight after the election being over when I 
got it. 

4706. Who gave it to you ? — My mother gave it 
to me ; I do not know any more about it. 



4707. Tell me, had you heard the day the polling 
was going on, that everybody was to get 21. ?— Yes, 
all that was to vote for O’Flaherty. 

4708. Any that went to the pigeon-hole, and you 
knew money was there to go for ? — I did. 

4709. Why did you not go for it yourself ? Be- 

cause I did not intend to take it at all ; but after- 
wards it was sent to me. 

4710. Did you go to get the card sealed by Dr. 
Browne ? — I did. 

4711. And after that you did not go to the pigeon- 
hole, but it was sent to you ; who sent it ? — My 
mother gave it to me. 



John Oliver recalled, and further examined. 

4712. [Chief Commissioner.) Is that statement of Michael Greene accurate? — I believe he did not intend 
to take it, but his mother came for it. 



Michael Greene further examined. 



4713. [Chief Commissioner.) Had you a vote in 
1852 ?— No. 

4714. When were you admitted ? — I was let in the 
last time the freemen were made. 

4715. You were let in on the 9th February 1856. 
Wiiat put it into your head at that time to get yourself 
made a freemen ? — Myself. 

4716. Had you ever served an apprenticeship to 
your trade in this town ? — Yea. 

4717. Why did you not seek for your freedom at an 
earlier period ? — Because I did not think I was 
entitled. 

4718. Why did you not consider yourself entitled to 
be a freeman ? — I was not of age at the time they 
were made before. 



4719. There were a great number of you let in on 
that day ? — There was a good number. 

4720. [Mr. Commissioner Leahy.) How long before 
that were you of age ? — Well, I think about tiiree 
years before. 

4721. Was it very generally talked of at that time 
that there was likely to be an election soon ? — I do 
not recollect it. Very likely there might. 

4722. Do you recollect a man saying, “ Boys, there 
“ will soon be an election, and we must get our free- 
“ dom, in case there is anything going ?” — I have no 
recollection of anything of the sort ; that was not ray 
intention. The first opportunity I had of getting 
myself made, I did. 



Martin John Tierney sworn and examined. 



4723. [Chief Commissioner.) You live in this town? 
—Ido. 

4724. I think you have a shop hoi'e ? — I have. 

4725. You are a groeei' ? — And spirit dealer. 

4726. Did you take an active part in the last elec- 
tion ? — Bather so. 

4727. For whom ? — Mr. Anthony O’Flaherty. 



4728. For whom else ?— I voted for Lord Dunkel- 
lin, but my interests were principally wound up m 
Mr. O’Flaiierty’s success. 

4729. Had you any money to lay out at the last 
election for Mr. O’Flaherty ?— I had. 

4730. Your own money ? — Yes. I got Si. from 
Mr. Bernard O’Flaherty 5 there was a strong feeling. 
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not among the freemen, but among the non-voters, 
in support of Colonel French ; and we thought Mr. 
O’Flaherty rather weak in that element, and Mr. Ber- 
nard O’Flaherty supplied to several parties, myself 
among the number, with al., for parties that I knew 
myself were active in his behalf. 

4731. That was to keep up a counter excitement ? 
—Yes. 

4732. Besides that money you got, did you lay out 
any money of your own, and to what extent? — 14/. 
or 15/. in cash and treating. 

4733. But you gave, mon.ey besides treating ? — Yes. 

4734. Did you lay out the whole of that 14/. in 
cash,?— No cash, but 21. or 3/., and 10s., 5s., and so 
on. It was principally orders for provisions. 

4735. Was that in lieu of giving actual drink ?— 
Drink, groceries, tea and flour. 

4736. And the small sums that you gave, was that 
to enable them to buy otlier things ? — They would 
prefer having some cash mixed up with their orders. 

4737. But these were very small sums ? — Yes. 

4738. And you expended yourself in treating at 
that election the amount you stated ? — I ant aware 
that there were other amounts principally of my otvn 
money ; there was a sum of 30s. for printing expenses 
and lOs. for the porter on the door of the committee 
room. 

4739. Did you lay out or did you know of the 
laying out of more money for Mr. O’Flalierty at the 
last election ? — I am not aware of any more. 

4740. The persons you laid out that money on, 
were they voters ?— They were freemen, all freemen. 

. 4741. Did you take any part in the election of 
1852 ? — No ; I was not in G^way then. 

4742. Are you well acquainted with the freemen ? 
— Not very well acquainted, though I had the oppor- 
tunity of knowing them. 

4743. Had you canvassed them at the election ?-— 
I had been speaking to them over and over again on 
election matters. 

4744. But had you anything to say to them about 
money ? — Nothing more than I think it is the general 
desire of the freemen to obtain money at the season 
of an election. They may be taken up by the enthu- 
siasm of the hour, if a strong cry came to the country, 
and then they Avould fling all personal consideration 
to the winds. 

4745. As there was in 1852 about the religious 
questions ? — Precisely. 

4746. Do you think, unless something of that kind 
occured, they look for money ?— In fact, they told me 
so themselves, and they think they have a right to be 
paid at election times ; it is the only thing tlfey think 
of— that other persons are looking for situations, and 
they have a right at elections to get something also. 

4747. You know the mode in which these freemen 
are admitted ? — Well, I cannot say I do, I have not 
considered it much. 

4748. {Mr. Commissioner Leahy.) As I under- 

stand from you, the freemen appear to think that 
some of the respectable shopkeepers and some of the 
gentry get places and situations for their sons or 
themselves or some of their families, and they do not 
see why they should not get some consideration too ? 
—They justify their demand in that way, and I know 
they have sent me in several lists over and over again, 
and I forget to what number ; carpenters, some of 
them masons, and so on ; but I know they had been 
going from me to another, and from that to a third 
party, and getting as much as they could from everv 
person. ' •' 

Bwt from what you kiioiv, do you think it 
Ukely tliat the persons who went about with the lists 
did so tor their own purpose, without being authorized 



by the persons they professed to represent ; do you 
think that likely ? — I should think they did, because 
they repudiated each other’s acts continually. 

4750. Then any badly disposed and corrupt person 
might represent a great many persons that knew 
nothing about it ? — But I am sorry to say that the 
general course was to repudiate the practices and to 
imitate each otlier at the same time. 

4751. Do you think these active persons had large 

influence here, that they represent many otliers ? 

Well, I would not say that ; in fact, I have known 
half-a-dozen who are altogether superior to these 
considerations ; but I might mention that I did 
mention to Dr. Browne at the time I supplied the 
freemen in this way, that I was doing so ; and I 
think I am bound to state that Dr. Browne wai-iied 
me against such a course ; however, I felt so M'analy 
then in the interest of Mr. O’Flaherty, that I would 
not he guided by his directions, and I acted on my 
own authority. 

4752. You say the freemen were constantly repudi- 
ating the acU of others among tliemselves ? Yea. 

4753. Do you think it likely that some of the men 
received money for distribution, which they used not 
to account for with the others ?— I have no doubt 
whatever of the fact. 

4754. Are there many distressed persons among 

the freemen- that you recollect of them ? Oh, yes ; a 

good many. 

4755. {Mr. Commissioner White.) In sending in 

these lists, would they put the prices to the votes ? 

Well, they did state prices occasionally, the carpenters 
for instance ; and among the sawyers some of the 
body said they would not give their votes unless they 
received 4/. a man ; I told them in reply that they 
would get as much as any of the other trades going. 

4756. {Chief Commissioner.) Had you any nego- 
ciation with the ship cai-penters or any of their party 
relative to the purchase of their votes ? — Only in the 
way I tell you ; they said they would support IMr. 
O’Flaherty, hut they would expect to be treated as 
well as any other freemen who would give their 
votes, and there was something more particulai’, no;v 
I am reminded of the fact. There were some five 
or six or seven used continually to frequent my house 
during that election, and one of them was not a 
freeman, his name is Kain, lie was not registered, 
and the others compelled me into terms, that although 
he was not registered, he should receive at the same 
time a bribe, — we may as well call it by its right name, 
the same as the others. 

4757. Is there any truth in the statement that seven 
persons came to you, of whom five were voters, and 
that you offered to pay 35/. to the party, making the 
two that had not votes as good as the others, jiro- 
vidiiig those men went to the poll ?— No such thing 
at all. All that is imaginary. 

4758. Were they paid after ?— No j as I mentioned 
to you awhile ago, they negociated for tliis man u’ho 
was not a freeman, and I said that whatever was 
going they should all get alike ; that was all that 
passed. 

4759. {Mr. Commissioner Leahy.) But you did not 
offer 35/. or name any sunr ? — No ; with regard to 
treating I might say that I asked these persons 
afterwards, why it was they changed their opinions, 
because they were really determined to support 
Mr. Antliony O’Flaherty. They told me that they 
were all in the employment of the London and Y’e>t 
of Ireland Fishing Company, of which Colonel French 
is a director and a proprietor to a large amount, and 
they told mo that he had said, that ivhoever did not 
vote for him must mark the consequences, that is 
what the men told me. 

4760. Do you know anything of the pigeon-hole 
at Oliver’s ? — No. 



P2 



iVf, J. Tierney. 
8 Oct. 1857. 
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William Kelly 

4761. {Mr Commissioner Leahy.') Are you in any 
way connected with the Poor Law office ? — I am a 
collector. 

4762. Of what district ? — The entire of the toivn, 
and two or tliree of the rural districts. 

4763. Have you made an examination of the books, 
with reference to the number of persons appearing 
on them as ratepayears ? — I have. 

4764. Have you made a calculation of the rated 
occupiers of the whole district of the county of the 
town of Galway ? — I have. 

{The witness afterwards handed in the folloioing 
statistical return in writing.) 

Statistical Return (No. 1.) prepared by William 
Kelly, Poor Law Rate Collector. 

Total number of rated occupiers in the county of 
the towa of Galway, at 81. and upwards as fol- 



lows : — 

Town of Galway portion - - 529 

Rural inside and outside borough - 352 

Total - - - 881 

Total number of rated occupiers in the county of the 
town of Galway, at 51. to 81. : 

Town of Galway portion - - - 157 

Rural inside and outside borough - 171 

Total - - - 328 



William Kelly, 
Poor Rate Collector. 



Michael Killeen 

4765. {Chief Commissioner.) You reside in the 
town ; Jiave you done so for a long time ? — For the 
last 25 years. 

4766. You are a trader ?— I am. I am an iron- 
monger and stationer. 

4767. Have you luid experience of all classes of the 
constituency here, in the way of business ?— I had a 
good dcivl. 

4768. Have you known the freemen well ? — I have 
known them for a long time. 

4769. Have you been attending liere during this 
inquiry ? — I have. 

4770. You have lieard a good deal of evidence as to 
the corruption existing among them as a body ; what 
is your opinion with reference to that subject ? — My 
opinion is that they should be something more than 
human nature to withstand the temptation held out 
to them by agents and sub-agents, and others above 
tliem. 

4771. You mean by those in a superior position in 
society ? — Yes. 

4772. Now, have you any experience as to what 
extent the receiving of money prevails among them ? 
— I liave no knowledge of that matter. 

4773. Do you know the mode in which the freemen 
are admitted ? — I have heard a good deal about it 
here, hut I never ivas present at it. 

4774. But 1 mean, you know the way in which it 
was done ; is it your opinion that it would produce an 
improvement in the freemen, if a more stringent mode 
were adopted ? — No dcmbt of it. 

4775. {Mr. Commissioticr White.) Do you think 
the persons that hold out these temptations have been 
successful in corrupting a large proportion of the 



orn and examined. 

Statistical Return (No. 2.) prepared by William 
Kelly, Poor Law Rate Collector. 



A Return of rated occupiers rated at 81. and up- 
wards, and also 87. to 51. witiiin the borough limits 
of the Town Improvement Commissioners. 



— 


&l. ami 
upwards. 


Prom 8/. 
to 51. 


West Ward, Gahvay 


251 




Southward „ - - - 


258 


61 


North Ward „ - - - 


179 


58 


Total 


688 


184 


Rural tenants in this district. 




North Ward „ - - - 


36 


3 


Southward „ - - - 


13 


8 


West Wai-d „ - - - 


110 


16 


Total - - 


159 


27 



WiLLiAjt Kelly, Roor-Rate Collector. 



[Hk account of this witness in connection with 
the election of 1852, and a cheque of Mr. Mur- 
phy's inpayment, were produced by Mr. Patrick 
George Murphy.'\ 

Copy account of Wm. Kelly, 

The agents of M. J. Blake, M.P., 

To William Kelly, Dr. 

To expenses incurred on account of election with 
the Barna and Salt-hill voters, 37. 5s. 18th July I852_ 



sworn and examined. 

freemen ? — To the extent of something about 130,' 
140, or 150. I do believe the remaining portion to be 
as virtuous as any class of voters. 

4776. Did you induce a man, named Curley, a shoe- 
maker, to vote for Colonel French ? — On my oath I 
did not. I gave him an order for 5 j. worth of flour, 
because I believed him to he starving with liis family. 

4777. {Mr. Commissioner Leahy.) But at the time 
you gave liim that 5s. had you any conversation with 
him as to how he was to vote ? — Nothing at all on the 
subject. 

4778. But have you heard him say frequently that 
he would vote for Colonel French ; that if Colouel 
French stood he would vote for him ? — Yes. 

4779. Wlien was it you gave' the order to him ?— 
It was several days before Colonel French came 
at all. 

4780. Are you in the habit at otlier times beside 
election times of giving these orders ? — Oh, I never 
gave an order before. 

4781. So that it had something to do witli his vote ? 
—He told me he was distressed. 

4782. And then you said you would keep him in 
good humour and you gave him 5s. ? — No. 

4783. Surely you know very well it was to keep 
him in good humour for voting ? — I did not give it 
for that purpose ; I have no doubt I did not give it 
for tliat purpose. 

4784. Had you any doubt that it had an effect on 
him ? — I do not know what effect it had. 

4785. (ilfr. Commissioner White.) It was to con- 
firm him in his resolution of voting for French ? — 
Yes. 



Mr. Patrick J. Concannon 

4786. ( Chief Commissioner.) There has been some 
controversy with regard to a sum of 107. being paid 
to l\Ir. Flan Kemy in 1852 by Mr. O’Shaughnessy ; 
I wish to ask, were you present at any such transac- 
tion ? — I distinctly recollect being present when 
Mr. Carter went out and brought in 201. 



recalled, and further examined. 

4787. ' After it was brought in, do you recollect 107. 

of it being handed across the table to Mr Keary ?— 
Certainly. . , 

4788. Was it at the time understood that it had 
been given to Mr. Keary for the purpose of expendi- 
ture by him ? — It was given because treatiug was 
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going on very extensively at the other side ; and 
Mr. Keary was in a very confidential position, but I 
did not see him actually get the money. 

4789. {Mr. Commissioner Leahy}) Did you shut 
your eyes or turn away your head that you did not 
see lihn get it ? — I make it a point never to be 
present at money transactions, and I walked out of 
the room, but I saw it handed across to him ; I cannot 
say whether he took the money or not. I did not 
hear him say he would have nothing to do with the 
money. 

4790. As to the other men who were charged with 
not having supplied the money which they got for 
distribution in 1852, among the freemen, ai-e you 



aware that they did distribute large sums ? I am 

perfectly awai-e that Mr. Patrick McDermott, William 
McDermott, Young, and Cross, did distribute money. 
These are the only persons I am aware of ; not one 
them is now in tlie counti-y. 

4791. Is there anything further tliat you wish to 
state ? — There was a voter taken from me by vio- 
lence immediately in front of tlie committee room, by 
Colonel French’s party, eai-ly in the morning. 

4792. What is his name ? — John Skerrett, I think. 

4793. {Mr. Commissioner White.') Were any but- 
chers among those by whom he was caa’ried off ?— 
There were. 



Mr. Coll Rochfoet re-called, and further examined. 



4794. {Chief Commissioner.') Have you examined 
the poll books of the last election ? — Not the Sheriff’s 
poll books but the check books ; I had a list taken 
from them by ray clerks, and here is a summaiy of 
that list. 

4795. Have you analyzed tlie votes under different 
classes ? — I have ; freemen, occupiers, and free- 
holders. 

4796. Will you tell me the number of these classes 
that-voted for each candidate ? — I will. There were 
for Mr. O’Flaherty — 

184 votes of freemen, 

281 votes of rated occupiers, and 
41 votes of freeholders. 

For Lord Dunkellin there were — 

306 votes of freemen, 

284 votes of occupiers, and 
46 votes of freeholders. - 

For Colonel French there werc^ 

322 votes of freemen, 

84 votes of occupiers, and 
17 votes of freeholders. 

4797. Wlien you were examined on a former day 
in reference to the uncontested election in 1847, you 
were not quite certain at tlie time as to your answer. 



I wish to know, now that you have heai-d Mr. M. J. 
Blake’s and Mr. O’Flaherty’s evidence to the effect 
that they never gave a shilling at the time to prevent 
a contest, or for any improper purpose, whether you 
have anything to state ? — I cannot say tli.at I have ; 
because we all expected that a contest would take 
place, I am quite aware that some money must have 

been given. I am quite awai'o that money must have 
been given in orders on both sides. 

4798. Did you know of any corrupt agreement or 

expenditure of money to prevent a contest, or to in- 
duce parties to withdraw from the contest ? The 

only man that could receive money was Mr. Monahan, 
and I am sure he would not have done so. 

4799. Did you know of any payment to the free- 
men to induce them not to put up. a candidate against 
the others ? — Oh, I think not. 

4800. I tliink you stated on the last occasion, that 
it was not the custom to give money to freemen, ex- 
cept at elections ?■ — I did. 

4801. And you do not know of any money being 
given between 1847 and 1852, upon any iiccoimt ?— 
Except immediately at the election or at election 
times. 



Ja5Ies Stephens sworn and examined. 



4802. {Chief Commissioner.) Ai-e you a trader ? — 
I am an ironmonger. 

4803. Residing in Galway ? — I was born in Gal- 
way. 

4804. Have you taken any part in the elections 
here have. 

4805. Do you know the constituency ? — I do. 

4806. Do you know the freemen ? — I know them 
as a body well. I know some personally. 

4807. Do you know anything of the corruption that 
exists ? — I am sorry to say I have been present at a 
great deal of proof of it ; nevertheless, I do not be- 
lieve that they are the most corrupt body. 

4808. Do you know the mode of their admission ? 
— I saw them admitted. 

4809. Is it your opinion that the freemen would be 
improved by some more rigid test of their qualification? 
— I should think so — instead of bringing in the whole 
community and putting them on the roil of freemen, 
and afterwards corrupting these men by the means 
adopted, which I think most disgraceful to the com- 
munity. 

4810. Had you ever anything to say to the expendi- 
ture of money at an election ? — I gave two subscrip- 
tions. I gave a subscription on two occasions for Mr. 



O’Flaherty. I voted for him, and did everything in 
my power to have him returned. 

4811. Did you ever hear of money taken by a rated 
occupier ? — I heard of it, and I saw a man who 
applied for it to persons canvassing for Mr. O’Flaherty, 
who would have been returned without any trouble, 
if it were not for the scenes enacted by the party of 
Judge Slonahan. 

4812. Did you know a ratepayer to ask money ? — 
I did. I saw him, and I heard of more than one. I 
saw the man make application, putting his hands 
behind him, and turning round. \_Here the %citness 
imitated the manner of Hie voter.'] 

4813. You have yourself, I understand, some free- 
men amongst those in your employment ? — I have, 
and I think none of my men would be corrupted. I 
had not canvassed them at the election, but they 
generally follow me. It is my impression that not a 
man in my employment would take money to vote ; 
and I would dischai-ge a man if I thought he were 
capable of doing it. 

4814. {Mr. Commissioner White.) How many free- 
men have you in your employment ? — I do not know 
how many. My sons are engineers,' and I never 
looked for the franchise for them. 



Adjounied till To-morrow, at Eleven o’clock. 



P3 



Mr. P. J. 
Concannon. 

8 Oct 1857. 



Mr. 

C. Rochfort. 



J. Stephens. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



118 



EVIDENCE TAKEN BETOEE THE COMMISSIONERS APPOINTED TO INQUIRE INTO 



Edward Gill. 
9 Oct 1857. 



SEVENTH DAY. 
Friday, October 9, 1857. 

Ed-\vaed Gill sworn and examined. 



4815. (^Chief Commissioner.) Are you a freeman ? 
— Yes. 

4816. Wliat trade ? — Painter and glazier. 

4817. Did you vote at the last election for Lord 
Dunkellin and French ? — Yes. 

4813. Did you get 1/. 10s. from Mr. Semple ?— I 
did. 

4819. Was that during or after the election ? — 
After the election. 

4820. How long ?— I got two Ss. and ll. on the 
31st of last May. 



4821. A good while after the election ? — Yes. 

4822. Had you any conversation with Semple 
while the election was going on ? — I work for him. 

4823. He asked you to vote, and you said you 
would ? — I could not refuse my employer. 

4824. Did he say anything at the time about your 
getting money ? — He said if any money were going 
he would not see me short. 

4825. Had you a vote in 1852 ?— No ; I never 
voted before. 



John CoNNOn sworn and examined. 



4826. {Chief Commissioner.) Had you a vote at 
the late election ? — I had. 

4827. For whom did you vote ? — ^Lord Dunkellin 
and Mr. O’Flaherty. 

4828. Did you get any money at the last election ? 
No. 

4829. Did you get any goods ? — No. 

48S0. In 1852, did you vote ? — I did. 

4331. Did you get money at the pigeon-hole in 1852 ? 
— No ; I got a pound at the Green, above, — at the 
square, — from Mr. Regan, the attorney ; he called me 
as I was buying oats the same day, and they came 



over to Kilroy’s Hotel, and I did not expect it at all, 
and it was seven weeks after the eiection ; he called 
me over and gave me a pound at the club-house. 

4832. Had anything Seen said about money during 
the election ? — Not a word. 

4833. You say you did not expect it ? — He called 
me over and handed me a pound ; Mr. Regan told 
Mr. Power that I had a great deal of trouble, and he 
called me over and gave me a pound, I believe, in 
seven weeks after the election. 

4834. I want to know, were you at Nunn’s island, 
at the pigeon-hole, in 1852 ? — No. 



M. Curretn. 



Michael CtTKREEN sworn and examined. 



4835. {Chief Commissioner.) Are you a freeman ? 
— Yes. 

4836. Wliat trade ? — A nailer by trade. 

4837. You voted at the late election for Lord Dun- 
kellin and Colonel French ? — I did. 

4838. Did you get ten shillings from Semple ?— 
I was standing at a shop door with some other men, 
with the men that work for a man of the name of 
Bippingliam, and we were discoursing a few more 
freemen who were inside standing in the shop, and 
Semple came in, and they asked when would they 
be paid ; he said ho did not know what day. I said 
they never would be paid nor never would get a 
penny of the money. “ What will you hold ? ” says 
he ; “I will hold a pound,” says I ; “ Make it IOj. 
and it is a bet,” and I put my hand on the desk and 
proffered him 10s. on the moment. 

4839. But did you get money from Semple ? — I 
did ; I got H., and ho held me to the bet and stopped 
10s. 

4840. Wliero did you get it ? — At the chapel, one 
morning. 

4841. Was that during the election or after ? — A 
long time after ; he called me in the street. 

4842. Ai-o you in the employment of Semple ?— 
No. 

4843. Did he say anything during the election 
about paying money ? had you any conversation about 
money going from Lord Dunkellin if you would split 
with him ? — Never. 

4844. What made you go for Lord Dunkellin ? 

It was through the means of my going for Colonel 
French, and then I gave the other split to Lord 
Dunkellin. 

4845. Did anybody for Colonel French bid you do 
that ? — There did. 

4846. Who were they ? — There were many friends 
belonging to him asked would I vote for Lord Dun- 
kellin and not for Colonel French, 

4847. But I asked, did any one on Colonel French’s 
part bid you vote for Lord Dunkellin ? — Well, after 
Colonel French told me. 



4848. Colonel French told you ? — His own lips told 
me to vote for Lord Dunkellin. 

4849. Had you a vote in 1852 ? — I was not able to 
vote at that election. 

4850. Did you get any more money at the last 
election ? — I received 3Z. 2s. 

4851. From whom ?— Mr. Greany. 

4852. Was that after the election or during it ?— 
After. 

4853. Was it from the French party ? — It was. 

4854. Was it money he gave you ? — Money he gave 
me' out of his till ; it was for my expenses. He met 
me in the street one day, and he asked me would I 
give him a bill of expenses, and I made him answer, 
saying, I did not think, as the gentleman was not 
returned, it was right to bring in a bill of expenses, 
and then he told me, “Bring in your bill, it is the 
only chance of taking the money or not ;” then I 
brought in a bill, and he said he would put it in his 
own bill, and that he would draw the money. 

4855. Did Greany tell you during the polling that 
he would give you your expenses ?— No, he did not. 
I lost more by elections myself than I ever got by 
it. 

4856. Did you pay that money ? — I gave some of 
it away here and there, and gave men drink mid 
paid it. 

4857. Did you pay any more money ? — Small sums ; 
it was not much. 

4858. {Mr. Commissioner Leahy.) During the elec* 
tion, did you not know very well that there was some 
an-angement to give Lord Dunkellin a certain number 
of split votes from the Colonel French men ? — Why, 
I knew by deception. 

4859. By deception ? — Yes ; some of Lord Dun- 
kellin’s friends held up that saying. 

4860. But had you any doubt about it ? — I had no 
doubt in life that Lord Dunkellin’s men would split 
with Colonel French, up to the last half hour or hour, 
at least. 

4861. You said you never asked this 30s. at all ?•'“ 
I never thought of it until the election was over. 
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4862. Do you mean to tell me tliat you did not 
expect to get consideration from Lord Dunkellin ? — I 
did not expect and I never got it. I took it from a 
man in the street ; but show me the man that says I 
got it for my vote. 

4863. Do you now mean to swear on your oath 
that you did not know when you were voting for 
Lord Dunkellin that you might expect something 
afterwards ? — No ; I did not, on my oath I did not 
expect it, but if I got it I would take it. 

4864. You were a very active supporter of Colonel 
French’s ? — I voted for him, that is all. 

4865. Among the men you went with, did you hear 
that there was some payment on the part of Lord 
Dunkellin for all the votes he got ? — I heard it. 

4866. From whom did you hear it ? — I heard many 
persons saying that they expected the same. 

4867. And this Zl. was given you to pay your ex- 
penses by Greany ; will you swear you gave a 
farthing of it ? — I sweai- between what I laid' out in 
drink, and whatever shillings I gave here and there I 
did more. 

4868. Whom were the shillings for, what class of 
persons did you give them to ?— To men along with 
me in the same street. 

4869. Were those men voters ? — Mostly all of 
them were voters. 

4870. Now, when you gave these shillings you 
knew that you were not to be at the loss of it out of 
your own pocket ? — I did not know. 



4871. Wliatdidyou think ?— I thought that every M.Cmreen. 

man was not to be at tlie loss of it. 

4872. {Chief Commissioner.) Do you know a man ^ 
named Pat Henehan ? — I do. 

4873. Is he a voter ? — He is. 

4874. Did you give him lOs. Qd. ?— I will tell you 
how I gave it to him ; he and I were together the 
whole day for four days, and drinking here and there, 
and in making up a bill for Greany in the rough 
account I gave him of accounts, we were 10s. 
deficient, and says my friend Henehan, says he, “ put 
“ down Costello for demanding the money,” no, says 
I, “I am not able to do that,” then says he “put 
down my name for it,” and I did. 

4875. Did you promise to vote for Mr. O’Flaherty’ 

—I did. 

4876. {Mr Commissioner Leahy.) And then you 

voted against him ? — I did. ' 

, 4877. From whom did you hear of an arrangement 
for splitting the votes ?— I will tell you ; about half an 
hour before the polling commenced Colonel French 
was standing at the door, the mob ranged round him 
^d there was a cry of three cheers for Colonel 
French, and he liimself said, “ and three more for 
Lord Dunkellin.” 

4878. And when you heard that ?— Why I thought 
of course they were all one then, it was all our 
opinions. 



Patrick Henehan sworn and examined. 



4879. {Chief Commissioner.) Have you a vote?— 
I have, as a freeman. 

4880. For whom did you vote at the late election ? 
— Colonel French and Lord Dunkellin. 

4881. Did you tell Michael Curreen to put down 

your name for lOs. in his account ? No. 

4882. What did you tell him ? — He told me that 
he was at a loss for a certain sum, and I believed he 
was at a loss at the time, and I asked him how much 
was it, and he said it was Zl., he said a little over 
31., and then he said it was 31. wanting 3s., and then 
I said “I will lend you my name for the balance,” 
that was for 3s. 

4883. Well, it is lOs. that is down ?— But I did not 
get it. 

4884. I want to know, did you tell him to do it ? 

No, I did not. With respect to the 3j. I did. 

4885. Did you get any money yourself, at the last 
election, from anybody ?—I got 11. from Carter, but 
I did not consider it for my vote. 

_ 4886. Was it during the election, or after the elec- 
^n ? — After, long after ; two months, I believe, 

4887. _Had Carter asked you to vote .for Lord 
Dunkellin while the election was going on ?— He 
knew I would vote, and I would vote. 

4888. What do you mean ?— I believed it would be 
of service_ to Galway, first of all ; and I swear, on 
my oath, if I never got a penny I would vote for 
liim. 

^ 4889. Are you a follower of Lord Dunkellin’s ? 



4890. Some time after they gave you a pound ? 

A pound, and no more, about two months after. 

Did you get anything from Colonel French’s 
side .’’—Not a penny or a halfpenny. 

4892. Did you get any drink ?— Not a sup. I do 
not drink any. 

4893. Had you a vote in 1852 ?— I had. 



property do you live on ? — I live on 
Air. Mangan’s property. 

11 0 you vote besides Lord 

Dunkellin ?_Mr. O’Flaherty. 

4896. Did you get any money in 1852 ?— I do not 
know who gave it to me. 



4897. Was it from Lord Dunkellin from his side? 

—It was. 

4898. Was it at the hole in the wall, at Nun’s 
Island ? — It was. 

4899. How much ? — 3/. 

4900. And you did not forget it this time, when 
Lord Dunkellin stood again ? — I did not. I would 
have voted for him without it again. I do not know 
who gave it. I knew I would be paid for my services, 
for I was employed some time before. 

4901. But you went to get the monev throusrh the 
hole in the wall ? — I did. 

4902. On a ticket given by Mr. Blake ?— No, by 

an agent, I believe. ■' 

4903. Had you anything to say to the making out 
of any list of freemen ?— Very ' little ; but I knew 
of it. 

4904. Who made it out P—Really I do not know. 
Every man came here to get their registry, and Carter 
told me he would be very anxious to get a list. 

4905. And you all met in a place to vote ?— No 

we did not. ' 

_ 4906. You say every man was very anxious to get 
it made out ?— I did not say that ; Mr. Carter was 
anxious. 

4907. Where was it made out ?— It was left at 
Bermingham’s for signature. 

4908. Is he of your trade ? No. 

4909. Who left it at Bermingham’s ? who brought 
the ink and paper ? — I do not know who left it ; Mr. 
Carter said he was very anxious to get it, and the 
men got It up, and it was handed in. 

4910. And Berminghara got everybody to sign it ? 
—I do not know anything of the sort, hut he signed 
it, and so did I. 

_ 4911. {Mr. Commissioner Leahy.) The men went 
in and out to sign it to say they had voted ?— They 
did. ^ 

4912. There were a great many of them on the 
list ? — There were. 

4913. W as there any money mentioned on tlie list ? 
—No money ; and Mr. Cai’ter got it up to present at 
Portumna ; he did not want the parties that were on 
Semple’s list to be on his list ; he wanted tliein to be 
quite, separate. There was nothing about money at all 
with reference to making out this list. 



P4 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



120 



EVIDENCE TAKEN BEEOBE THE COaOIISSIONEES APPOINTED TO INQUIPvE INTO 



D. BranneUy. 
9 Oct. 1857. 



John GiUespie. 



P. Lynskey. 



Samuel Skate. 



T. Gregory. 



Dominick Beamkelly sworn and examined. 



4914. {Chief Commissioner.) Did you vote at the 
late election for OTlaherty and Dunkellin ? — I did. 

4916. You are a freeman ? — I am, and by trade a 
carpenter. 

4916. Did you receive 21. at the pigeon-hole at 



Oliver’s house, on a ticket of Dr. Browne’s, at the 
late election ? — I did. 

4917. Who told you to go to Dr. Browne’s to get 
it ? — A young mao of the name of Michael Walsh. 

4918. Had you a vote iii 1852 ? — No. 



John Gillespie s 

4919. (Chief Commissioner.) You are a freeman? 
—Yes. 

4920. What trade ? — Shoemaker. 

4921. For whom did you vote at the last election ? 
— For Colonel French and Lord Dunkellin. 

4922. Did you get any money from Mr. Semple ? 
— I did. 

4923. How much did you get from Mr. Semple ? — 
I got two five shillings, and a pound on the fair day, 
the 31st of May. 

4924. When did you get the two sums of 5^. each ? 
— About five weeks after the election. 

4925. Did you get any money while the election 
was going on ? — No. 

4926. Had any one spoken to you about voting for 
Lord Dunkellin while the election was going on ? — 
No. 

4927. Had Semple gone to you during the election ? 
— No. 

4928. How did you come to vote for Lord Dun- 
kellin ? — I was told to vote for him, and were it not 
for that I would not vote for him. 

4929. Who told you ? — Mr. Sweeney, the agent 
over me. 

4930. Who is he ? — He is agent of the house I 
live in ; it is his own now. 



vorn and examined. 

4931. And you say that but for that you -would not 
have voted for Lord Dunkellin ? — I would not vote 
to-morrow for him if there -was an election. 

4932. Mr. Sweeney canvassed you, being your 

landlord, and you voted at his request ? I -was 

unwilling to put him against me. 

4933. Did you get any money from Colonel French’s 
friends ? — Not a farthing then, I did not expect it. 

4934. As I see you are on Curreen’s list, I wish to 
recall it to your memory ? — No, I got nothing ; it 
may be my son, but I know nothing about it. He 
got a shilling as a messenger. 

4935. Had you a vote in 1852 ? — I had. 

3936. For whom did you vote then ? — O’Flaherty. 

4937. Any one else ? — Martin Joseph Blake. 

4938. Did you get any money ?— No. 

4939. Goods ? — Neither goods or chattels. I would 
vote to-morrow for Mai-tin Joseph Blake and Colonel 
French if they came in. 

4940. (Mr. Commissioner Leahy.) Only that Mr. 
Sweeney pressed you for Lord Dunkellin, whom 
would you have voted for ? — I would vote for Colonel 
French a full plumper. 

4941. Was Sweeney supporting Colonel French? 

— No. 



Patrick Lynskey sworn and examined. 



4942. (Chief Commissioner.) You are a freeman ? 
—Yes. 

4943. What trade ? — Brogue maker. 

4944. You voted for Mr. O’Flaherty and Lord 
Dunkellin at the last election ? — I did. 

4945. Were you at Oliver’s, and did you receive 

21. there for a card of Dr. Bro-wne’s ? I did. 

4946. Had you a vote in 1852 ? — I did indeed. 

4947. Whom did you vote for in 1852 ? — For my 
landlord. 

4948. Whom ? — Mr. Martin Joseph Blake. 



4949. But this last time you did not vote for him ? 
— Oh, he did not want to go in ; if he asked it I 
would vote for him. 

4950. And then when he did not want it you voted 
for O’Flaherty and Lord Dunkellin, and got 21. ? — 
Yes. 

4951. Did you get any money in 1852 ? — I did not, 
nor did not expect it either. 

4952. Goods — No ; nothing at all. 

4953. I am requested to ask you, did you get a 
notice to quit since the last election ? — No ; nor did 
not require it either. 



Samuel Shaw sworn and examined. 

4954. (Chief Commissioner.) Ai-e you a freeman ? — Yes. 

4955. What trade ? — Cabinet-maker. 

4956. Did you vote for O’Flaherty and Lord Dunkellin at the last election ?— I did. 

4957. Did you get at Oliver’s 21. for a ticket sealed by Dr. Browne ? — I did. 

4958. Had you a vote in 1852 ? — No, I had not. 



Thomas Gregory ( 

4959. Chief Commissioner.) You are a freeman ? 
— Yes, and a shoemaker by trade. 

4960. Did you vote for Colonel French and Lord 
Dunkellin ? — Yes. 

4961. Did you get money from Semple ? — I did, 
10s. and 1?. 

4962. How long after the election ?— The 31st of 
May I got the pound ; I cannot tell when I got the 
10s. 

4963. Did you get it during the election ? did 

not. 

4964. Any goods ? — No, not any ; I got 2s. Qd., 
and Is. for drink for some men. 

4965. Was that 10s. out of the 30s., the regular 
payment ? — It was. 

4966. Wlien did you get it ?— A long time after 
the polling, about April. 



vorn and examined. 

4967. Had Semple been with you at all during the 
election ? — On the morning of the polhng he told me 
to poll for Lord Dunkellin, that is all the interference 
I had with him. 

4968. But did he not say that if anything WM 
going you would get your share ? — I am sure he did 
not. I was not on his list at all ; he put me on it a 
long time after the polling. 

4969. Did any one say it to you ? — Not before the 
election ; when they come to the freemen they have 
a fashion of enticing them with money. Before one 
of them says a -word, they say, “ My boy, whatever is 
“ going, you will get your share,” — they will secure 
you. 

4970. That is the phrase ? — ^Yes. 

4971. Do you recollect writing a letter stating tha.t 
you got lOs. out of the 30s., and that a H. ought to 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




THE EXISTENCE OP CORBOTT PRACTICES IN THE COUNTY OP THE TOWN OF GALWAY. 121 



be coming to you ? — I did not write a letter ; I defy 
G-aiway to get a letter out of me. 

4972. And you were told you would be secured, 
before ?— They have a fashion of it, the agents have. 
The money is so tempting that we look after it. I am 
infomed that my name is on a list of Curreen’s, and 
I wish to state that is not the fact. 

4973. Did you vote in 1852 ? — I did. 

4974. For whom did you vote ? — A full plumper 
for Lord Dunkellin. 

4975. Oh ! you are always for him ? — I would not 
forget him for the world. 

4976. Did you, in 1852, go to the pigeon-hole at 
Nun’s Island ?— Oh, I got it sm-ely ; that could not 
pass me. 

4977. How much was it ?— Four pounds. 

4978. (Mr. Commissioner Leahy^ Curreen swears 
he gave you 3s. M. ?— He did not ; but I will tell 
you what he gave me ; from the day Pat Blake flew 
out of the field he never gave me a farthing, but I 
will tell you the money he gave me ; he brought me 
one day into Oliver’s, :uid I got Is. 



4_9/9. Lou took that shilling, and voted against 
O’Flaherty afterwards ? — I sweai- there was no talk 
of Colonel French at that time. He charged Colonel 
French 3s. 6d., and I never received a farthing. 

4980. How much did that 2s. Gd. and the 30s. and 
all you got besides make up together ?— Altogether, I 
could not tell you, for I am a very bad clerk. 

4981. Would it have made up the other 20s. ?— It 
was not near it ; it would be nearly a pound. 

4982. You only got half price ?- They refused 
more ; so they gave that for the price of a' drink ; hut 
it would not make up the pound nor 15s. 

4983. You got value for one-half from Lord Dun- 
kellin ; but did you get nothing for tlie other half ?— 
Except a few shillings. I got not a fai-thing at all 
from Colonel French’s side, not a penny piece, nor 
did I look for it. 

4984. Did not Curreen give you a shilling ?— That 
was on Pat Blake’s side. 

4985. But I am talking of Colonel French ?— One 
on Pat Blake’s side, and another on Mr. O’Flaherty’s 
side. Colonel French was not in the field, nor was 
he standing at the time I got it. 



J. Gregory. 
9 Oct. 1857. 



Tno^fAS Joyce sworn and examined. 



4986. (Chief Commissioner.) You are a freeman? 

4987. Wliat trade ? — A house painter. 

4988. You voted at the last election ? Yes ; I 

voted for Colonel French and Lord Dunkellin. 

4989. And what money did you get from Semple ? 
— I got a pound and 10s. 

4990. Wlien ? — I suppose it was a good while after 
the election. I cannot say. 

_ 4991. Before tlie election, and during the election, 
did you hear you would he secured ? — No, I never did. 

4992. Was it said among the trade ? — Mr. Semple 
is a carpenter, and of course I went with him. 



4993. Do you generally follow Mr. Semple on 
occasions of this kind ? — No ; I go according to my 
conscience. 

4994. But your conscience and his generally go the 
same way ? — We ai’e quite different generally. 

4995. ^ Well, hut half your vote goes with Semple ? 
— I do hot know if it would, cither. 

4996. Had you a vote in 1852? — No, I had no vote. 
In 1847 I voted for Mr. O’Flalierty. 

4997. And did Semple go the same way ?— No ; 
he went with Monahan, and I was against Mr. Semple 
that time. 



Thomas Joyce. 



4998. (Chief Commissioner.) You are a freeman ? 

— I am. 

4999. Of what trade ? — A mason. 

5000. You voted at the last election for O’Flaherty? 
^ 6id not. I voted for Colonel French and 

Lord Dunkellin. 

5001. Did you get any money from Semple ?— I 

got 30s. . ^ 

_ 5002. Wlien ?— Long after the election. I believe 
It was on the 31st of May I got it. 

5W3. During the election, had Mr.- Semple said 
anytliing about voting or being secured ?— I never 
spoke a word to him before the election, unless tlie 
morning of polling ; he said what side was I going, 
what side did I intend voting. I told him I intended 
to split for Colonel French and Lord Dunkellin ; he 
said he did not care what side I gave it to, so as I 
gave him one. That was all passed between us. 

5004. Was that all ?— That was all. 

6005. Did he not say that money would be going ? 
—Not a word, not a sentence. 

5006. Did you hear there would be plenty going 
for Lord Dunkellin ? — On my oath, no. I had no 
expectation. 



Nicholas Vaughan swora and examined. 



5007. Did you vote in 1852? — I do not know 
whether it was in 1852 or not. I voted for O’Flaherty 
wlien first he set up. 

5008. At the time Lord Dunkellin first set up, had 
you a vote ? — No ; I had no vote then. 

5009. Has Semple anything to say to your husines.s ? 
— I believe that I was not in his employment for the 
last five years. 

5010. But he used to employ you ? He did. 

5011. And he has something to say to your line of 
business ? — He has. 

_ 5012. Did you got any money from O’Flaherty’s 
side, too ? — From O’Flaherty’s side I got 2s. Gd. I 
do not know whether the money was gettin" from 
O’Flalierty or not. “ 

5013. Were you at Dr. Browne’s to get your card 
sealed ?— No. I got 2s. 6c?. distinct fro'" ” 



hail to take a drink. 



ii Di'. Broug- 



o014. (Mr. Commissioner Lenhy.) Did Mr. Semple 
say he would put you on his list at tliat time, at the 
tune he asked you to vote ?— No ; lie never asked me 
a word about it. 



Patrick McDermott sworn and examined. 

’-I Si “ ““ ’ •“““ 

5017. Were^you at 5021. Did you receive any money from Lord 

5018. And got 2? ?-2l did* ' ^ Dunkellin’s side, in addition to the 21. you got at 

5019. For a card of Dr. Browne’s ?-I did. Soney.* 
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P. Madden. 
9 Oct. 1857. 



I 

1 

I 



Patric Madden sworn and examined. 



6022. {Chief Commissioner.') Are you a freeman? 
— Yes. 

5023. For whom did you vote at the last election ? 
— For Mr. Antliony O’Flaherty and Lord Dunkellin. 

5024. Were you at Oliver’s pigeon-hole, and did 
you get 21. for a card of Dr. Browne’s ? — I swear to 
a pound. 

5025. You first got your cai-d sealed Ly Dr. Browne? 
—Yes. 

5026. Had you a vote hi 1852 ? — Yes. 

5027. For whom did you vote in 1852 ? — For Mr. 
Anthony O’Flalierty and Mr. Mai-tin Joseph Blake. 

5028. Did you get any money in 1852 ? — I got 5s. 
after voting, from a man that followed me in the 
street, for drink. 



5029. No more ? — No. 

5030. Or goods ? — Neither goods, clothes, or 
food. 

5031. Did you get any goods, tea or sugar ?— No- 
hut I cannot swear. 

5032. {Mr. Commissioner Leahy.) Was your name 
ever doivn on any of the lists, or on any of tlie orders 
given to any of the shopkeepers in 1852 ? — ^No. I 
never got an order. 

5033. But did your wife, or any other member of 
your family ? — My wife may have got it ; but I can- 
not say whether she did or not. I was never awai-o 
of it. 



Michael Costello sworn and examined. 



5034. {Chief Commissioner.) Are you a freeman ? 
—Yes. 

5035. Did you vote for Colonel French and Lord 
Dunkellin at the last election ?— I did. 

5036. Did you receive any money from Semple ? — 
I did, unexpectedly, which he never promised to 
pay. 

5037. After the election ? — Yes. 

5038. During the election had you heai-d that any 
money would be going for Lord Dunkellin ?— No. 

5039. Had you a vote in 1 852, when Lord Dunkellin 
first stood ? — I had no vote then. 



5040. Were you admitted in the year 1856 -with 
the large batch of freemen "i- — .Yes. 

5041. What trade ai-e you ? — Brogue-maker. 

5042. {Mr. Commissioner Leahy.) Were you ever 
registered before ? — No. 

5043. Why did you not look for your freedom 
before ? — Well, I lived for some time out of the town 
of Galway, and that kept me from looking after it 
until about two years ago ; being my native town I 
never minded my freedom until the year 1856, and I 
looked for it then and I got it. 

5044. Are you a regular tradesman ?— Yes. 



M. Codyre. 



Martin Codyre sworn and examined. 



5045. {Chief Commissioner.) You are a freeman ? 
— Yes, and I am a mason by trade. 

5046. Did you receive 30 j. from Semple ?— -I did. 

5047. Wlien ? — A long time after the election. 

5048. During the last election had he said anything 
to you about being paid or secured, or to that effect ? 
— No, not a word. 

5049. Did you know that money was going or 
would be going for Lord Dunkellin ? — I did not. 

5050. Did you get anything from Colonel French ? 
— No, not a drop of water. 

5051. Wliom did you vote for in 1852 ?~Lord 
Dunkellin and Colonel French. 

5052. Did you get any money in 1852 from Lord 
Dunkellin ? — I did. 

5053. Was it at Mr. Blake’s house, where the 
pigeon-hole was ? — Yes, and I never tliought I would 
get it. It was three hours after voting, when I was 
brought down to get it. 

5054. How much money did you get ? — I got 3/. 
on it. 

5055. It was very well known at the election in 
1852 that these payments were going on for tickets of 
Mr. Blake’s ? — Well, I never knew a ha’porth about 
it. 1 never knew until two hours after voting, and 
never thought I would get a fartliing. 

.5056. Then you were brought down and got it ?— 
I did not handle a ticket at all until I went to the 
door, and then I got it. 



5057. {Mr. Commissioner Leahy.) Did you not 
expect, as Lord Dunkellin was giving ihoney so freely 
in 1852, that you would be likely to get something for 
your vote in 1857 ? — No, I did not ; I would vote for 
him to-morrow. 

5058. When you got 3Z. in 1852, did you not think 
you would get something in 1857 ? — I did not ; I did 
not know, I did not expect it ; but if I got it, I would 
take it. 

5059. If it came you would not be taJeen by 
surprise ? — I do not know ; if I got it I would take 
it, but I never was promised by any man. 

5060. Did you grumble at getting only half the 
money in 1857 that you received in 1852 ? — No, 
because I voted for Colonel French, and I never got a 
halfpenny, and I would go for Lord Dunkellin the 
same ; I' would give a plumper for Colonel French, 
only I think Lord Dunkellin a good man to represent 
the town. ' 

5061. Did you not think it likely that you would 
get money in 1857 ? — No. 

5062. Why ? — I did not see any money going ; I 
was working for Mr. Semple when he called me, and 
gave me If. 

5063. Were you asked by any of Colonel French’s 
men to split for Lord Dunkellin ? — ^No j Colonel 
French never spoke a word to me to give my vote or 
not. 



John Glynn. 



John Glynn sworn and examined. 



5064. {Chief Commissioner.) Are you a freeman ? 

5065. Did you vote for Colonel French and Lord 
Dunkellin at the last election ; — I did not ; I voted for 
O’Flaherty and Lord Dunkellin. 

5066. Did you get any money at the last election ? 
—I plumped for O’Flaherty at the first election, 
and tliat was my first intention, and I was going up 
aud 1 was desired to split for Lord Dunkellin, and I 
split, and after I polled I went home and I gave my 



ticket to my wife, and she went into Oliver’s and got 

21. 

5067. She took the ticket ; was it one of Or. 
Browne’s tickets ? — Yes. 

5068. Had you a vote in 1852 ? — I did. 

5069. For whom did you vote in 1852 ?— For 
Mr. O’Flahei’ty. 

5070. Any one else ? — Mr. Martin Joseph Blake. 

5071. Did you get any money then ? — No, 

5072. Money’s worth or goods ?— None. 
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5073. Before you voted at the last election, did any 
person tell you that money would be going at Dr. 
Browne’s ? — I did not get it sealed. 

5074. You must have got it sealed to get the 
21.? — No, but Oliver gave it to me with his 
hands. 

5075. Oh, Oliver gave it to you ? — The money was 
given after by Oliver to my wife. 

5076. Did you send your wife to Oliver for it ? 
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^en I went home I heard that money was going at ro/,,, 
Oliver’s, and when! got the card I weJt home ^ 

5077. Wlio gave you the card ?— Oliver Iiimself. » Oct^^- 

5078. (Mr. Commzssio?zer Leahy.') You gave the 

second vote to Lord DuuleUin. DiS gotVthi^ 

from Semple ?— No ; my name is not on liis list, 
hin “Vfliing for Toting for 



John OniFriN sworn and examined. 

__^80. (CU,f Co«„w.) Yon ore n freem.n F 5086 TOy did yon go to get the cord setdcd if it 

-Mr. O’Flaherty and Lord Dunkellim. noth L ™ «W v ^ ^ 

5082. You got 21. from Oliver for a card of Dr ^ ® 

Browne’s ?— No. 5087. JIad you a vote in 1852 ’—I had 

“islfpenny. M Jon vote then F-M.rtin 

5084. Did you get a card sealed ? — I got a card Joseph Blake. 

for him ?_Yes. 

ouoo. JNow aieyou quite certain you never got anv .5(100 Tliri -.r/v., «.„ 4 . i 

money ?-Q„ite certain ; I wonld not look for it, ^ BhopkeepS- tlmf timm ?“mo” 



John Quirk sworn and examined. 

_5091. (ca,f C««W.) You are n freem.n ? 5094.^ Did yon get 2i. nt Oiiver'. for . c.rd of Dr. 

5092. Of tvh.t trade ?— Cooper. dm? *■ 

5093. Did you vote at the last election for , of?® . * ™‘.“ •— »«. 1™4 I had in 

OTlahcrty mtd Lord Dunkellin ?_I Sd. in I8ffl ^ “ 



5096. (Chief Com7msstoner.) Ai-e you a freeman ? 
— i am. 

5097. Of wh.t trade ?_A carpenter ; I was made 
by tJie corporation. 

5098 Whmn did yon vote for ?_Lord Dnnkellin 
and Colonel French. 

5099 Did yon get 30s. from Mr. Semple ?_I not 

the last on this day week. ^ ° 

5100. During the election had Mr. Soniple told 
gra ho had yon on hi« list ?-He told me Sothing. 

dim “m*?* “? time. 

5101 Did yon tell Mr. Semple that you were goinv 
to vote for Lord Dunkelllu during the election ?i.Ho! 
I voted for Lord Dunkellin, and I hronght eight or 
nine more that did not handle a farthing at all, in 
consequence of what his father did for the fishery. 

5102. And what did he do about the fishery ?— He 
took ou him to support the poor who would have 
nothing to do except he took on him to support them 
in that way, and opened the law for them. ^ 

5103. Is that the fishery of Lough Corrib ’ Yes 

because they took the side of the people about that. ’ 

104. And It was on that account you determined 
Tovv^^f ‘ ^ supported the 

bv /fifri n ^ corporation man, and was made 
by Lord Dunsandle and Mr. O’Hara 

5105. HM you a vote at the election before?— I 
^ ^ doorkeeper, but my registry was 



James Keane sworn and examined. 



5106. How do your pai-ty, the old corporation, 
generally go at these elections ? do they go together or 
each man for himself ? — The old corporation men 
always went together, but there are very few of them 
in it. 

5107. How do you go now ?— We always go with 
the party on the Tory side. 

5108. Dunkellin was the man for tliem this time ? 
— Certainly he was ; why not ? 

5109. (Mr. Conmissiorier Leahy.) Did you ever 
speak to Mr. Semple about giving you something 
since the election ? — I was tipsy one day, and I met 
some officers here belonging to the Bedfordshire 
railitia, and I got some money from them ; and I was 
told tliat 30s. was going at Mr. Semple’s ; and the 
whiskey was in my head, and I did not mind what I 
did, and so I was hunting Mr. Semple that day. 

5110. Did you ever trouble him except on that 
occasion ?— I was tipsy, and I got out of my bed for 
the purpose, and I was in the police baa-rack. 

5111. (Chief Commissioner.) Who is the most 

active man of what you call the Tory party here ’ Is 
ttcre any person very active for them ?— Be^-orra I 
do: not know that. ° ’ 

Leah/.) Whnt 3o von 
cdl the roiy party here ?-I 4„ not know; it is a 
name they go by ; but I am a had sehoiar. 



— I’nm You are a froomon ? 

1 am, and a shoemaker by trade. 

— I'oi*’™oL7n™ election ? 

her Colonel Pponch and Lord Dunkellin. 

-fuot Mr. Semple ? 

day.^ ., and a pound that he gave me the fair 

for him ^^oction did Semple, or anybody 

•or him, feU you that you .vould bo paid or soeired ? 



'Joseph Conneelt sworn and examined. 



I did not see 'the man at all during the election ; 
he promised me nothing. 

5117. DoyouknowMr. Paliy ; did you get money 
from Fahyupon the other side ? — Myself and another 
•man got a trifle. 

5118. How-much? — Ilalfacrown. 

5119. Wliy did you vofe against Fahy after getting 
the 2,5. 6rf. ? — There was a good many went against 
•him as well as me ; there was a good many that got 
money from him tliat went to the opposite side. — 

Q2 



J. Conneely. 
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J. Conneely. 
9 Oct 1857. 



Pa/rick Eyan. 



John Francis. 



Hugh Pearson. 



Patrick Irwine. 



Printed image 



5120. Was that for drink or in cash ? — Well, he 
sent it by a young girl to me ; I do not know whether 
it was his daughter or step-daughter. 

5121. That was a little before the election ? — I 
think it was on Monday the 30th or 31st it was given 
to me. 

5122. And after that a number of you went and 
voted for the other side ? — We did. 

5123. Had you a vote in the election before this ? 
—I had. 

5124. For whom did you vote? — I voted for 
O’Flaherty and Lord Hunkellin. 

5125. Did you get any money at Nun’s Island ? — 
Not that time ; I am not sure whether it was four or 
live days afterwai’ds, one Feenerty gave me 3s. 6<f. for 
drink. 



5126. You did not get any money on a ticket from 
Mr. Blake ? — ^Not a farthing. 

5127. Nor on Colonel IVench’s side ? — I did not 
receive as much as would buy a ha’porth of 
tobacco ; I was out all night for him and I never 
receiyed to the amount of one farthing. 

5128. {Mr. Commissioner Leahy.) Mr. Semple was 
only paying you for the split ? — Mr. Semple promised 
me no money. 

5129. {Mr. Commissioner White.) You said you 
were up all night for Colonel French ; what were you 
doing ? — There was a great many up as well as me ; 
the town was crowded ; the night being short and 
line there was a great deal of people out. 

5130. But I want to know what you were out for ? 
was it canvassing ? — Not a hap’orth ■, going from one 
place to another. 



Patrick Ryan sworn and examined. 



5131. {Chief Commissioner.) Are you a freeman ? 
— Yes. 

5132. Of what trade? — Weaver. 

5133. For whom did you vote at the last election ? 
—For O’h'laherty and Lord Dunkellin. 

5134. Did you get 21. at Oliver’s for a card sealed 
by Dr. Browne ? — Yes. 

5135. Had you a vote in the election before this ? 
—I did. 



5136. For whom did you vote then ?— For Mr. 
O’Flaherty ; I plumped for him. 

5137. Did you get any money at that time ?— No, 
never, since or before. 

5138. Except the day at the pigeon-hole ? — Nordid 
not expect that. 

5139. Who told you that it was going ?— A man, 
after getting it, said, “ Come with me, and you will 
get 21.” I never heard it till then ; I never was told 
a word about it. 



John Francis sworn and examined. 



5140. {Chief Commissioner.) Are you a freeman ? 
— Yes. 

5141. What is your trade ? — A carpenter. 

5142. For whom did you vote at the last election ? 
— For Dunkellin and Colonel French. 

5143. Did you get any money from Mr. Semple ? — 
I did. 

5144. When ? — I do not know how long after the 
election ; it was a long time. 

5145. On the day of the polling, or during the 
election, had Mr. Semple said anything to you about 
being on his list ? — During the election, no ; the day 



Hugh Pearson 



before I met Semple, and he asked how I was going 
to vote. Well, I said I was going on his side along 
with Colonel French ; nothing more than that. I 
gave him the preference, as I worked for him a long 
time before that. 

5146. For a long time ? — Yes, nearly four years. 

5147. For the four yeai-s previous to the election ? 

5148. Did you vote at the election before that 
again ? — No ; I had no vote that time ; I voted for 
Mr. O’Flalierty the first time he started. 



and examined. 



5149. {Chief Commissioner.) Are you a freeman ? 
— I am. 

5150. Wliat trade ? — A weaver. 

5151. For whom did you vote at the last 'election ? 
— For Colonel French and Lord Dunkellin. 

5152. Did you receive money from Mr. Semple ? — 
I did, 30s. 

5153. When ? — I got a pound the fair day at the 
Green, the 31st of May, and 10s. a month before that. 

5154. Had you and Semple been talking about the 
time of the election ? did you ever see him putting 
your name down on a list ? — No ; only I went to him 
after the election was over wlien I heard there was 
money going, and I asked if my name was on the list, 
and he looked at it and found my name on the list. 

5155. That was a month after the election ? — Yes. 

5156. Now, had you got money from John Oliver 
besides ?— I never got any money. I got a shilling 
the time Mr. P. Blake was canvassing, but there was 



another boy got an order, and I got my share of it so 
far as half a cro'wn and a stone of flour. 

5157. Did you get 5s. lO^f. from John Oliver on any 
occasion ? did your wife or anybody for you get 
5s. lOd. ? — No, only 2s. Qd. and a stone of flour. 

5158. Wliat is the value of a stone of flour ? — It 
would make it up, I think. 

5159. And you took that from John Oliver and then 
went for the other side ? — It was not I that got it, it 
was another boy along with me. 

5160. And how many others besides you took things 
from Mr. Oliver and then went the other side ? — I do 
not know. 

5161. {Mr. Commissioner Leahy.) Had you any 
conversation witli Oliver ? — All the conversation I had 
witli him was, that he asked me was the other man 
sound. 

5162. Now, who coaxed you over to Colonel French? 
— No one at all. 

5163. It was your inclination ? — It was. 



Patrick Irivine sworn and examined. 



5164. {Chief Comsnissioner.) You are a freeman ? 
— Yes. 

5165. For whom did you vote at the last election ? 
— For O’Flaherty and Lord Dunkellin. 

5166. Did you get any money at the last election ? 
— Where ? 

5167. At Oliver’s house for a card of Dr. Browne’s ’ 
—Yes. 



5168. Two pounds ? — Yes. 

5169. Had you a vote in the election before this ? 
— I had. 

5170. For whom did you vote that time ? — 
O’Flaherty and Blake. 

5171. Did you get any orders for goods ?— No, I 
got nothing at all in that election. 
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John Church sworn and examined. 



5172. {Chief Commissioner.) You are a freeman? 
— Yes. 

5173. What trade ? — Iron moulder. 

5174. For whom did you vote at the last election ? 
O’Flaherty and Lord Dunkellin. 

5175. Did you get any money at the last election ? 
I did ; I got 21. from O’Flalierty’s side. 

5176. Do you mean at Oliver’s ? — No, I did not get 
it at Oliver’s ; it came into the office where I worked, 
and I received it. 

5177. WTio gave it to you ? — I cannot tell who gave 
it, or where it came from ; but I heard it came from 
Oliver’s. 



5178. Was that on tire day you voted or after ? 

It was weeks after, I think. 

5179. When you voted, did you not go and get a 
card sealed by Dr. Browne ? — It ivas not my intention 
to go to look after it ; but when the money came to 
me I took it. 

5180. Did you Iiear that day that it was generally 
going ? — No, I did not. 

5181. Had you a vote the time before this ? — I had 
not. 

5182. Were you admitted in 1856 ?— The last batch 
that was made I was admitted. 



Peter Keogh sworn and examined. 



5183. {Chief Commissioner.) You are a freeman? 
—Yes. 

5184. Wliat trade ? — Tailor. 

5185. For whom did you vote at the last election ? 
— Lord Dunkellin and Mr O’Flalierty. 

5186. Did you get any money at Oliver’s, or a card 
of Dr. Browne’s ? — Yes. 

5187. Two pounds? — Yes. 

5188. Had you a vote at the election before this ? — 
I had. 

5189. For whom did you vote then ? — ^Lord Dun- 
kellin. 

5190. Anyone else ?— -No one else. 



5191. Did you get any money that time ? — No, not 
a farthing. 

_ 5192. Did you not hear there was money going that 
time for tickets from Mr. Blake ? — I did not get any ; 
I heard there was some going, but I did not get it. 

5193. Why did you vote that time for Lord Dun- 
kellin, and not get money ? — I voted in compliment 
to a neighbour of mine. 

5194. Wlio is he ? — Patrick Concannon. 

5195. What class of life is he in? — A respectable 
man. 

5196. Does he employ you ? — No ; he asked me to 
go, and I went with him. 

5197. He lives near you ? — He does. 



Michael Grady sworn and examined. 



5198. {Chief Commissioner.) You are a freeman ? 
— Yes. 

5199. What trade ? — Mason. 

5200. For whom did you vote at the last election ? 
— I voted for Lord Dunkellin and Colonel French. 

5201. Did you receive any money from Mr. Sem- 
ple ? — Thirty-shillings eai-ly in June, about ttvo 
months after. 

5202. Had you been asking for money before ? — 
No. 

5203. Wliere did he give it to you ? — At his house. 

5204. Did he send for you, or do you work for him ? 
—I used to work for him before that time. 

5205. He sent for you that day ? — Yes. 

5206. And gave you the money ? — Yes. 



5207. Did you hear anything about that money 
when the election was going on ? — I knew it ^vas to 
be given. 

5208. Did you hear that it was to be at the rate of 
30s., because it was to be for a half vote ? — I did 
not know what the sum was. 

5209. Did you not know exactly what amount 
would be giving ? — I did not know. 

5210. But you knew money would be giving for 
Lord Dunkellin ? — I did. 

521 1. Had you a vote at the election before this, or 
at any time before ? — Never before. 

5212. Were you admitted a freeman in 1856 ? — I 
was not in this town. 



Patrick Beatty sworn and examined. 



5213. {Chief Commissioner.) You m-e a freeman ? 
— ^Yes. 

5214. For whom did you vote ? — I gave my vote 
to Mr. O’Flaherty. 

5215. Did you receive money at Oliver’s for a card 
of Dr. Browne’s ? — I received Al. on two cards. 

5216. How did you get two cards ? — My father’s 
and my owu. 



5217. And what is your father’s Christian name ?— 
John. 

5218. Had you a vote at the election before this ? 

—No. 

5219. Were you admitted the other day? — I was 
made these five years. 



John Beatty sworn and examined. 



5220. {Chief Commissioner.) You received the 2Z. 
which your son mentioned, money that came from 
Oliver’s ? — I did. 

5221. That was on the day of polling ? — Yes. 

5222. Did you go yourself to get your cai’d sealed 
hy Dr. Browne ?— No, I did not. 

5223. Who took it to him to get it sealed ? — My 
son. 



5224. Had you a vote at the election before this ? 
— No, I never had before. 

5225. And why were you not registered sooner ?—• 
I never looked for it. 

5226. What trade are you ? — A blacksmith ; and I 
never will again. 

5227. Did you know your son was going with that 
ticket ? — I did. 



Q3 



John Church. 
9 Oct. 1857. 



Peter Keogh, 



MichaelGraiy. 



Patrick Beatty, 



John Beatty. 
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/K Lynshey. 



William Lynskey, senior, sworn and examined. 



9 Oct. 1857. 5228. {Chief Commissioner.') Did you take any part 

' in the last election ? — I did. 

5229. For whom ?— For Colonel French. 

5230. Did you vote ? — never had a vote. 

5231. But you were active for him ? — I was ; I done 
all I could for him. 

5232. Who told you to work away for Colonel 
French this time ? — No one. 

5233. No one ? — I knew my master was for him, 

5234. Who is your master ?— Mr. Martin Joseph 
Blake. 

5235. You knew he supported him, and then you 
became active for him ? — I did. 

5236. Did you pay money ? — I did, a little. 

5237. How much ? — 23/. 

6238. Was that out of your own pocket ? No, 

indeed ; I got it back from Mr. McGoveren. 

5239. What did you do with it ? — I spent in 2s. and 
3.S'., and 7s. was the largest, all about the town. 

5240. Upon voters and non-voters ? — And yiniien 
also. 

5241. If you worked so hard for Colbnel Fi*ench 
because you thought your master was for him, you 
must have worked a good deal hai-der for your master 
when he stood ? — I always did my duty ; I brought 
up every man I could. 

5242. Wliat were you doing the time before this for 
your master ? — Wliat election is that ? 

5243. The election in 1852, when your master was 
against Lord Dunkellin ? — I did my best. 

5244. Did you spend any money ? — I did. 

5245. How much ? — Paying away at the time j I 
paid away 12/. and 10/. 

5246. Wiis it on orders ? — Some on orders it 'was, ' 
!ind others to men that brought in men. 



,5247. ThCTe was a great deal of money spent it 
the election in 1852 ? — There was no end to it. ■ 

5248. And the goods going in the shops very fast ? 
— I do not know j I never asked what. 

5249. Did you know anyfliing of the accounts sent 

m to Mr. Murphy ? — I heai-d that a great deal was 
spent in public-houses on entertainments. : 

5250. Tea, sugar, and so on ? — I heard there was 
tea and sugar particulai-ly j I believe it was. 

5251. Did you hear that there was any habit of 
giving clothes ? — Nevei’. 

5252. Was it generally in eatables, tea, sugar 

coffee, and whiskey ? — I do not know whether they 
did or not, but that was what was going on. ^ 

525S.- (Mr. Commissioner Leahy.) What is your 
occupation ?-I am a bailiff' to Mr. M. J. Blake and 
a driver to five more men in the town. ’ 

5254. You look after the tenants ? — I do always 
these 18'yeari, for every man in Galway ; I receive his 
rents, the highest and the lowest. 

5255. Did Mr. Blake know anytliing of what you 

were doing, or laying out'?— On the virtue of my 
solemn oath, since the first day I became a bailiff he 
never spoke to me, or I to him, on- electioneerina 
purposes. " 

5256. You gave an account of what you had done 
to Mr. Murphy ?— To him ; I did after the election 
was Over j and on the virtue of my oath and con- 
science, here before the public, I spent 8/. of my Oivn 
rnoney that was never accounted for. ' ' 

5257. Was that to save yourself from being mobbed ? 
— It was ; I could- not help it. 

5258. They beat you in 1852 ?— They did, and 
some of ,thepx. are here now. 

5259. Were they butchers ?— Some of Lord Dun- 
kellin’s and O’Flaherty’s men. 



Lawrence Forde 

5260. (C7i/e/ Commissioner.) Are you a freeman ? 

— I am. 

5261. Of what trade ? — Cabinet-maker. 

5262. For whom did you vote at tlie last election ? 
— I voted for O’Flaherty and- Lord Dunkellin. 

5263. Did you receive at Oliver’s house 21. for a 

card_ sealed by Dr. Broivne,?— I did ; but I knew 
nothing about it when I voted ; I had no' expectation 
of it. • . 

5264. Why did you vote for O’Flalierty ?— Because 
ho asked me. 



sworn and examined. 

5265. Himself ?— Not himself, but his agents. 

5266. And had other persons asked you to vote for 

them ?— There did, but I promised Jiim first and I kept 
to it. ^ . 

5267. Had you a vote before this election ?— I had 
not. 

5268. Did you not heai- when voting or before you 
•TOted, that this sealing of the cards was going on at 
•Dr. Browne’s ? — I heard nothing at all about it. 

5269. What tiihe of the day did you vote ?— I voted 
early ; I know nothing about money afterwards. 



Patrick Lydon. 



Patrick Ltoon sworn and examined. 



5270. Am you » frocmai ? ■ y„„f „„d, or whon were you told to go „,d get tte 



5271. For whom did you' vote at the last election- ? 
— O’Flalierty and Lord Dunkellin. 

5272. Did you receive 21. at Oliver’s for a card 

sealed by Dr. Browne ? I did. 

5273. What time of the day did you vote ? ^About 

half-past eight in the morning. ' 

voting that the giving 
of this 21. and this sealing of the cai-ds was to go on ? 
— Never heai-d a word about it. 

5275. When you voted who told you 'to goand“get' 



J 1 ^ ™ ana get tne 

•card .—When-I voted I got a card j'l did not know 
what to do with it. 

• 5p 6. .Who told you ?— I had the card for about three 
or four hours in my pocket walking -in the street up 
and down, and I did not know what to do with it. 

_ 5277i..pidyou expect anything ?^I was different 
times in the court house after voting. . 

5278. Andwasit some time after you voted? — It was. 

5279. Had you a vote before this ?— No, I was 
.made in 1852. 

5280. ■RTiat trade are you ? — A tailor. 



5281. (Chief Commissioner.) Are you a freeman ’ 

— I am. . ’ 

5282. What trade ?— Boot and shoe raakeri 

5283. For Avliom did you vote at tlie last election ? 
— Mr. O’Flaherty and Lord Dunkellin. i . 

5284. Did you receive any money ? No. 



Thomas Toole sworn and examined. 



5285. Were you at John Oliver’s ?— No. • 

5286. Was your card seded by Dr. Browne ?— -It 
was.' ' • 

, 5287, When you got that sealed, why did you not 
go for the money ? — I did not mind it. 

5288. Did you never get any money ? — ^Ncvor j I 
^ceived a shilling at any_election. 
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5289. Did you vote at the election before this ? 

No ; I neglected my registry. 

5290. You never received, at any election, money ? 
Never a sixpence. 

5291. Did you ever receive an order for goods ? 

Never. 

5292. {Mr. Commissioner Leahy.)'SVasitjoxijQxa- 
self took the card into the room where Dr. Browne 
was ? — I did. 

5293. Were you told to do that ? — I was. 

5294. Were you not told with what object you 

should get it sealed ? — WHien Dr. Browne sealed the 
card, he returned it back to me and desired me to say 
nothing about it. ' 

5295. Did you know what that meant ? — I did not 
mind it then. 

5296. Did you not suspect what it was for ? I 

considered it was to get something'Tor'it of course, 
but I never applied for it. 



5297. And afterwai-ds, when you came out, wliat 
did you do with the cai-d ?— I took it home with me. 

6298. And what became of it ? could anybody else 
have gone with it ? — I gave it to Oliver some time 
atterwards. 

5299. Into his owi hand ? — Yes. 

5300. Did he tell you at the time if you wished 
you could get money on it ?— He said it wuis not in 
Ins power to get any then. 

5301. He said you were late, but if he offered it to 

you that time would you. have taken it ? I would. 

5302. Why was it you did not send it in time ?— 
1 was careless about it. 

5304. But as you kept it a month did you not con- 
sider at the time it was worth something ? I really 

did not know whether it was worth anytliing or not. 

5305. Is not the real reason that no money was paid 

on It tlmt the'funds were out then ? — Yes, it was, to 
be sure. ’ 



Baktholokbw Waish sworn and examined. 



5306. ( Chief Commissioner.') Are you a freeman ? — 
Yes. 

5307. What trade ? — A slater. 

5308. For whom did you vote at the last election ? 
— O'Flaherty and Lord Duiikellin. 

5309. Did you receive at Oliver’s, for a cai-d sealed 

by Dr. Browne, 21. at the last election Yes. 

4310. What time of the day did you vote About 

11 o’clock on the day. ■ , • ' 

5311. That was 1ke time' the money began to go; 
at that time did yoirhear that money Avas 'to be had ? 
— Not a word of it for two or three hours after. 

5312. Who told you to go to Oliver’s ? — One man 

named Thomas Glynn ; he is dead now'. 

5313. Before that, had there been any talk of money 
going on Mr. O’Flaherty’s side ? — I did not hear 'it. 



5314. Had you a vote at the election before ?— I 
had. • 

5315. 'Whom did you vote for then ? — Mai-tin 
Joseph Blake and O’Flaherty. 

5316. Did you receive any money, goods, or money’s 
Avorth ?— Not to my knoAvledge, exeexit an order for a 
drink. I think I did ; I am not certain. 

5317. Did your Avife get any orders for goods to 
have athome in the house ?— I got an order for lOs. 
and returned it ; I would get nothing for it. 

5318. Why ? — The Avoman said she Avould take no 
more orders. 

5319. 'Wlio Avas the person that you Avent to ?— Mr. 
Cbnneely. 

5320. 'Wliat Avas his Christian name ?— He lived in 
Middle-street. 



Baetholomew El wood 

5321. {Chief Commissioner.) Are you a freeman ? 
— A ratepayer. 

5322. For whom did you vote at the last election ? 

, — Mr, O’Fiaherty and Lord Dunkellin. 

5323. Did you receive any money at the last elec- 
tion ? — I did •; 21. at Oliver’s for a card of Dr. 
Browne’s. 

'5324. What time in the day did you vote ?~f- 
Between ten and eleven o’clock. 

5325. The money was going at that time ? — ^I did 
not know it then, nor did I know it for three hours 
after I polled. ' ■ ' 

5326. Wliose tenant are you ? — I have three land- 
lords. 

5327. Why did you vote 'for O’Flaherty ? had you 
been ahvays of his party ? — was several times of 
his party. 

5328. Had you a vote at the election before this ? 
— No, I had not. 

5329. {Mr. Commissioner Leahy.) Who is the 

landlord of the place for which you are rated ? — I voted 
out of the lands in Bushy Pai’k belonging to Lord 
Campbell. . ... 



sworn and examined. 

5330. Did the agent interfere about your vote ^ 

No. 

5331. {Mr. Commissioner White.) Wliat is the 
amount of your rating ?— I am rated, I believe, at 241. 
for Busliy-pai'k. 

5332. You have three holdings ? — I have. 

5333. What is the gross rating of the three ? I am 

rated at 181. for one, building, 201. for another, 121. for 
another, and 41. for another, I think. 

5334. {Mr. Commissioner Leaky.) And none of 
your landlords forced you to vote, but left you to your- 
self ? — They did. 

5335. {Mr. Commissioner White.) Did you expect 
the money Avlien you voted ? — No, nor ai'tor I voted ; 
I never kneiv there Avas any going. 

5336. {Chief Commissioner.) Who asked you to 
vote or canvassed you at ail ?_Why, one of my land- 
lords asked me to vote first. 

5337. Who is he ? — Mr. Robert Power. I told him 
that I had been canvassed before by the O’FIahorty 
party, but that I Avould give a split between liiin.self 
and Lord Dunkellin. 



Ai’DREAV RoCHFORT 

5338. {Chief Commissioner.) Are you a freeman ? 
~Yes. 

5339. Wliat trade ?— SaAvyer, 

5340. For Avliom did you vote at the last election ? 
— Colonel Fi-ench and Lord Dunkellin. 

5341 . Did you receive any money from Mr. Semple? 
— 'Thirty shillings. 

5342. Wlien ? — On the Slstof May, or thereabouts. 

5343. Had there been any talk of money while the 
election Avas going on ? - Not a Avord. 

5344. Did you beai’- it said that money would go for 

Lord Dunkellin ?— I did. . 



sworn and examined. 

5345. Did you hear it said that Semple had you on 
his list ?— No, he had not got me on his list. 

5346. Did you go yourself and tell him others 
were getting it, and that you ought to get it likcAvi.se ? 

— No. 

5347. What did you do ? — He called on me himself 
and gave it. 

5348. Had you a vote at the election before this ? — 
No, my registry was out. 

5349. Have you anything to say to Semple in the 
Avay of your trade or business ?--Not a Avord. 



Q4 



Thomas Too’e. 
9 OcL 1857. 



B. Wahh. 



B- Elwood. 



A. Boclifort. 
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Myles Mealhj. 



Myles Meally sworn and examined. 



9 Oet. 1857. 



5350. {Chief Commissioner.') Ax& you a freeman ? 
— Yes. 

5351. Wliat trade ? — Brogue-maker. 

5352. For whom did you vote at tlie last election ? 
— Colonel French and Lord Dunkellin. 

5353. Did you receive money from Semple ? — I 
did. 

5354. Thirty shillings, was it ? — Thirty shillings. 

5355. Wlien ?— In or about two or three months 
after the election. 

5356. Had there been any talk with you during the 
election? — During the time of the election; no, I did not. 

5357. Did you hear that any money would be going 
on behalf of Lord Dunkellin ? — ^After it was over. 



5358. Did you hear of any more for Colonel 
French ? — No ; but some persons thought that, split- 
ting together, both would be returned, and that is the 
reason, I am told. 

5359. And were you told to divide with Lord 
Dunkellin ?— I was told to split by the Colonel him- 
self. 

5360. When you were told that, were you told that 
money would come from Lord Dunkellin by anybody? 
— I did not hear it at the present indeed. 

6361. Had you a vote at the election before tins?— 
I had. ; I was in England at the time ; I was not at 
home. 



G. jRochfort. 



Geohge Rochfort sworn and examined. 



5362. {Chief Commissioner.) Are you a freeman ? 
— Yea ; a freeman of tlie old corporation of the 
year 1832. 

5363. Do you consider yourself a Tory, as the other 
man said, an old corporator ? — I am. 

5364. For whom did you vote at the last election ? 
— For French and Dunkellin. 

5365. Did you receive any money from Semple ? — 
I did. 

5366. When ? — Ten shillings in about a month or 
six weeks after the election. 

5367. Had you heard anytliing about money during 
the election ? — I did not. 



5368. Did you only get 10s. ?—H. 10s., 10s. one 
time, and H. another. 

5369. Did you get the whole of that H. 10s. after 
the election? — Oh, six weeks after it; none before it. 

5370. Wliich did you care for most, Dunkellin or 
French ? — I agreed to support French at the time he 
was sent for, and I would like to give my interest to 
him. 

5371. Oh, the time he was sent for, you said you 
would stand by him ? — I did. 

5372. Were you at all vexed when Mr. Pat Blake 
gave up ? — I had nothing to do with that election. 

5373. Had you a vote the time before the last 
election ?— My registry was out. 



Palrich Griffin. 



Patrick Griffin sworn and examined. 



5374. {Chief Commis.sioner.) Are you a freeman ? 
—I am. 

5375. Wliat trade ? — Mason. 

5376. Did you vote at the last election ? — I did. 

5377. For whom ? — O’Fiaherty and the lord. 

6378. Did you get any money at the last election 

from anybody ? — I got 10s. from Mr. Semple. 

5379. When did you get that money from 
Mr. Semple ? — About three weeks after the election. 

5380. Had you a vote at the election before this ? 
— No, I had not. 

5381. Did you heai’ anything about money, while 
tlie election was going on, for Lord Dunkellin ? — 
I did. 

5382. How did you get that 10s.; did Mr. Semple 
come to you ? — I went to him; I was on his list ; he 
called on me to go to him, and I went to the house to 
Iiini ; I got the money. 

5383. {Mr. Commissioner Leahy.) Why was so 
little given to you compared witli the rest, did you 
not complain of it ? — I did not. 

5384. Did you not hear that tlie others were getting 
30s., and was not your vote as good as theirs ? did 
you not reason with them about it ? — Never a reason; 
but when he gave it, I took it. 

5385. Did you not say, “ Wliy do not I get 30s., as 
“ well as the other boys”? — “I cannot give you 



“ anymore,” he said; “that is all I am ordered to 
“ give you.” 

5386. Did you not ask him for the balance ? — I 
did. 

5387. Well, what did he say then ? — He told me 
he could not give it to me, because I voted for 
O’Flaherty. 

5388. If you had split for Colonel French you 
would have got the 30s. ? — I cannot say. 

5389. Did you not go to tlie other party, to get 
them to make up that H. to you ? — If I did itself, it 
would be no use. 

5390. Did you never speak to Oliver about it ? — I 
never spoke to anyone. 

5391. You were satisfied to be at the loss of the U.? 
— I should be satisfied. 

5392. Whose tenant are you ? — I pay rent to 
Mr. M. J. Blake. 

3593. Did Mr. Blake say anything about voting ? 
— I did not see Mr. Blake at all ; if Mr. Blake came 
to me for my vote, of course I should give to ray 
master. 

5394. Did Lynskey find you out before the election? 
— He did. But when I promised a gentleman, I did 
not like to break my word ; if Lynskey came before 
tliat, of course I would have voted for my master. 



J), Considine, 



Daniel Considine sworn and examined. 



5395. {Chief Com7nissioner.) Did you take any 
part in the last election ? — I did. 

5396. For whom ? — Mr. O’Flaherty. 

5397. Anyone else ? — I did, for Lord Dunkellin. 

5398. You gave him a vote ? — I did. 

5399. But you were anxious for Mr. O’Flahertv ’ 

—Yes ■ 

5400. Had you any money to lay out for Mr. O’Fla- 
herty ? — None. 

5401. Did you take any part in the election of 
1852 ?— I did. 



6402. Had you any money then to lay out for any- 
body ? — Not a penny ; I never got a shilling from any 
mail. 

5403. Not yourself, but did you lay it out on any- 
body eise ? — Not that I know of. 

5404. Did you give any orders for goods in 1852 ? 

^No. 

5406. {Mr. Commissioner White.) What is your 
tirade ? — A retailer of spirits. 

5406. Did you ever give drink to voters on orders ? 
—I gave drink on orders. 
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5407. And -w-ere you paid for the drink you gave ? 
— I was paid a part. 

5408. How much were you paid ? — That M-as in 
1847. I was paid ail in 1852. 



5409. How much did it amount to ?— About 251., I 
diink. 

5410. Wiio paid you that 251. ?— I believe my son. 

5411. Was he an agent for Lord Dimkellin ?— He 



5417 Were is Connor non- ?_Connor ivlio ivas 
acting for Mr. O'Flaherty ivent off to America, 
n of the SI. ever naiil, or is 

It shli due to you ?— I noTOr got the halancc. 

04iy. Have you none of these accounts That 

man is in America, and I could not get tiicm from 
him ; he passed me a bill for tiie amount, and when it 
came due he paid me 51. out of it. 

5412. (C/def Commit, ion«-.) Do yon recollect, did heiicvei,r™.'" “ OTIaherty ?-I 

you receive any orders for supplying goods at the 5421 Wlint'voT.ir e,<* re , . 

general election of 1847, when Uv. Elfke and Mr. occupaHon ?-I dilnre fd^not Lm ' 

O'Flitherty were returned without a contest?-! 5422. How do to n l-„ow 1 i" 
received no orders at that time, bnt I received them Mr. O'Flaherty ?— Kamo T ' ™ 

on the first elechon between Monahan and OTIahcrty. 5423. met; did yon 

5413. {Mr. Commissioner Leahy.) At that time, 1847. ^ 

known svhethor there il°LTertest” w„rthere ha^Wn®”™^ 



0 orders going about previously, such as is usual to 
keep the people in good Immoiir ?— I recolirr^ that at 
tlie time it was thouglit Mr. Monahan would come, 
orders to the amount of 9^. were given Ly a man 
named Connor. 

5414. Tor whom was he acting ?~Mr. O’Flaherty, 
to the amount of about Ql. 



Considhe. 
9 Oct. 1S57. 



him acting for him. 
him acting for !iim ?— In 



„ , ,, - -.i ii.c. ivould be 

a second, and he was acting for that election. 

o425. Do you know the exact date of that trans- 
action — the exact montli and time ? I think it was 

in July. 

5'™ ‘‘ J’™' ’—1 tl“>* »»l- 

keep 



5415 He™ yon ,„y Mlh or hooks, or h.ve yon eny acZnTw“e bm sCm-r™” “ 

acoonnt of .1... ?_N„. the least, hut I hnow what 5428. Do yon meanZt ”l™Sy of your shop is 

Was that Oh paid to you ?-Five pouud. 

not know whether that is in it or not. 



Michael Connor sworn and examined. 



5429. (Chief Commissioner.) Are you a freeman’ 
—Yes. 

5430. What trade ? — Savyer. 

5431. Did you vote at the last election ?— I did. 

5432. For whom ’—O’Flaherty and Lord Dun- 
kelliu. 

5433. Did you receive 21. at Oliver’s for a card of 
Dr. Broivn’s ? — I did. 

5434. Had you a vote in 1852 ?— I had. 

5435. For whom did you vote then ?— I voted for 
the same two gentlemen. 



5436. Did you get any money at that time ?— I did 

3^. 6i?. 

5437. Drink, I suppose ’—No, it was a man that 
was my oivn tradesman, a Mr. Feenerty. 

5438 . Wereyou at Mr. John Blake’s house in Nun’s 

Island, where they were giving 41. a head on the 
tickets r — I was not. 

5439. Did you liear of it at the time ?— I did not, 

indeed. ’ 

5440. Was your name down on any of the orders ? 
I never got three farthings from any man ; if any 

man in court knoivs it, let him come forward and say so. 



n and examined. 



5441. (Chief Commissioner.) Are you a freeman? 
—Yes. 

5442. What trade? — A slater. 

5443. For whom did yon vote at the last election? 
—Mr. O’Flaherty and Lord Dimkellin. 



5444. Did you receive 21. at Oliver’s for a card of John Finegan. 

Dr. Bro-wne?— I did surely. 

5445. Did you vote the election before this ?— I did 

5446. For whom’— Mr. O’Flaherty and Mr. Blake! 

5447. Did you at that time get any money or 
money’s worth? — No. 



Michael Costello sworn and examined. 



5448. (Chief Commissioner.) Are you a freeman ? 
— les. 

5449. What trade? — Brogueinaker. 

5450. For whom did yon vote at tlie last election ? 
I voted for Lord Dimkellin and Colonel French. 

T receive any money from Semple? — 

•1 did; to the amount of 30«., after the election. 

tlto election, had you been told that 305 . 
would be given for a half vote for Lord Dunkellin’?— 
1 was told no such thing; I made no engagement with 
tlie man nor he with me. 

’• induced you to vote for Lord Dunkellin ? 
— v\ ell indeed, to tell you the truth, I was not induced 
y any person; I had a regard for the gentleman 
imself, and also for Colonel Frencli. 

0454. Had you a vote in 1852?_I had. 

DimfceliiJ°^’ then?— For Lord 

o456. Did you get any goods at the last election? 
rA°i indeed. 

045/ . What was the amount?— Well, I got a small 



portion of tea and sugai*, and value to the amount of a M. i 
stone of flour. 

5458. Was this from the Dunkellin party?— No- I 

got this from the French side. ’ 

5459. Did you get anything in 1852 ? did von get 
any of the orders that were going for Mr 'Mm-fin 
Bkhp ?_! got nod, big in l§52,”„„Iets 1 ", tf," 
imiouiit of 3Z. for Lord Dunkellin at the first efectiou. 

5460. Did you get it at Mr. John Blake’s house 
wlion lie was paying at Nun’s Island the 3/., 4Z. or 51. 
a man:. — Not at Nun’s Island; I got it at’ Wood 
quay, where they were paying through a hole. 

5461. At the last election when yon voted for Lord 

Dunkellin and Colonel French, besides the money you 
got from Semple for Lord Dunkellin, did you get 
money, goods or treating?— ,Just as I tell you, notbiim 
but the few shillings worth, I think. ® 

5462. Who gave it to you’— I got it from a man 
named Mr. Madden. 

5463. Was that Thomas Madden? Yes. 
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P. G. Murphy. 
9 Oct- 1857. 



Mr. Patiiick G-EOittiic Mfiu-HV rccaOod, ami furtlier examined. 

.5464. {Chief Commissioner.) You have furnished an account of the expenditure at the election of 1852; 
is tliat a<‘Cotmt correct ? — It is. {The witness handed in an account of expenditure in 18.52, of which the 
foUojnncj is a copy :)— . ' ■ 

(A.), ... 

Expense.s of Martin Joseph Blake in the election of 1852, as shown hy the following Account of 
Mr. P. Gr. Murpliy, Solicitor. 



Dr. 

Amount of acceptance of 
Mr. Peter H. Fynn of 
my draft endorsed by 
Mr. Pierce Joyce - 7 
Deduct discount 



Deduct sum advanced by 
Mr, Pierce Joyce to 
Clare and Printers, 
and stopped from me - • 



Net proceeds of this bill received by 
Mr. Murphy .... 

Amount of acceptance of 

Mr. Pierce Joyce - 276 18 10 

Deduct discount and cash 
advtineed by Mr. Peter 
Fynn during election - 10 6 0 

Nett proceeds of this bill received by 
Mr. Murphy ... 

To furUier cash received from Mr. 
Joyce .... 

Total cash received by Mr. Murphy 



266 12 10 
16 0 0 
991 10 6 



To the solicitors employed 
'By amount paid various shopkeepers and other 
peisoiis for goods and entertainment supplied 
hoth to electors and non-electorSj on orders or 
by directions of friends of Mr. Blake 
Cash paid street agents 

Ditto clerks and doorkeepers ... 
Paid for securing a mob from the commencement 
to the termination of the election 
Amount paid bringing in out-voters from ad- 
joining counties,&c. - - - - 

Stationery, &c. 

Orders of Thomas G. Clare on shopkeepers 
Amount of cash paid to voters - - - 

To further agents - - . • . , 

To Patrick Greany to pay the butchers 
Various cash payments - 



546.5. {Chief Commissioner.) You have also handed 
in a paper, entitled “ Cash payments to voters in 
1852.” ? — It is quite correct ; those persons are 
voters. {The xvitness handed in a paper, of which 
the following is a copy :) — 

(B.) 

Cash Payments to Voters in 1852. 



1 0 0 
1 6 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 



Thomas O’Brien 
James Toole 

•lolm Geraglity - - - 3 

Edward Fleming - - - 2 

Wm. Matthews - - - 3 

Marie Kirwan - - - - 1 

Joseph .Kelly - - - 2 

5466. {Chief Commissiotier.) Ilav? you also a list 
of particulars of accounts paid by you, for the 
election in 1852 ? — I liavc. {The witness handed in 
such arcomit, of which the following is a copy :) — 
(C.) 

List of Accounts paid by Mr. P. G. Murphy for 
Mr. M. J. Blake’s Election, 1852. 

s. d. 



1. Thomas Roche 

2. Rent of store - - - 

3. Thomas Madden - 

4. Thomas Nohally 

5. John Garmon 

6. Barth". Killian 

7. P. Rabbitt by order P. Fynn 
g. William Kelly, Baiaia 

9. Ulick Sweeney - . - 

10. Tliomas Kyno 

11. Patrick Greany 

12. Andrew King 

13. Patrick Nugent 

14. Andrew Lynch 

15. Mrs. Higgins - - - 

16. John Gill - - - 

17. John Good - - - 

18. Thomas Rogan, Gahvay, cars - 

19. Peter Halloran do. 

20. Caddy, Bellringer, H. Clare 



Poll -books, Tally -papers ' 3 IQ 0 

HughHessiou ' 4 13 10 

Paid taking men out of prison 
Burke and a cousin of Lynskey > 0 15 0 

& cai’ liire ' - . - j 

25. William Lynskey’s account - - ,12 10 0 

26. Galway Packet account - - 8 14 0 

27. Joseph Kelly’s account - - 1 1 3 

28. Peter Kirwan’s account - - 1 13 1^ 

29. Account of John Mahon - - 3 0 0 

30. Thomas 'Delaiiy - - - 0 10 0 

31. Martin Curley - - - - 0 10 0 

32. Thomas Brennan and! 5s. I0<Z. ") „ ,, 

MichaelLee -• -J6s. SJtf. / ^ 

33. Edwai'd Goods’ account - - 3 6 10- 

34. Mr. Fynn’s servant - , - - 0 10 6 

35. Michael Kelly - - - - 3 0 0 

36. Miss Knight, rent £25 0 O'* 

37. Repairs of house per l « lo nr 33 12 0 

38. Estimate of Mr. Brady f ® 

39. William Mitchell’s account, car-hire 4 0 0 

40. Michael Grealy’s account - - 2 0 0 

41. Patrick Burns, car-hire - - 0 8. 0 

42. William Burke, coffin - - 0 10 0 

43. Pat Flannery, cai--driver - - 0 10 0 

44. James Farrell’s account - -500 

45. Peter Lai-kin’s account - - 9 10 0 

46. Thomas Mannion’s account - 1 16 6 

47. Paid Thos. G. Clare, 

Wm. Brennan £2 6 0 ) 

Andrew King 1 0 0 > 4 3 6 

Clai-e’s account 0 17 6J. 

48. James Davis’ account per receipt - 50 0 0 

49. Patrick Greany per cheque - 25 0 0 

50. Paid solicitors, per receipts - - 160 10 0, 

I (5 51. Daniel Murray’s account - - 2 15 0 

o 4 0 52. Paid Mr. Denis Kelly, amount 

2 5 0 advanced to Thomas Roche by > 18 0 0 

11 0 0 him on my order as per receipt J 

0 15 6 53. Paid John Kelly’s account - - 2 8 0 

3 0 0 54. Michael UshePs account - - 0 18 0 

18 0 0 55. Paid O’Grady’s account per ackiiow- 

•7 10 0 ledgment , - 3 0 0 

“4~0~S -- ^532 6 5h 



24 6 
5 0 0 

5 0 0 
4 10 0 

6 19 9^ 
27 12 0“ 

2 0 0 
3 5 0 
8 0 0 
1 5 0 
20 
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56. Paid Joseph Keef for painting com- 
mittee room, poll-room, hoards, 

. and alphabets - - - 5 10 0 

Paid Mr. Burke, distiller, for whiskey 
given Thos. Roche on my order 
and per cheque - - . - 4 19 0 

Paid Mr. Grealish’s account 4)cr 

receipt - - - '-0150 



ii543 10 5^ 



5467. There were two persons, wliose names were 
mentioned in the evidence formerly. •Patrick Need- 
ham got 4A 7s. 6d.’-; did you pay Itini that for real 
services, or did you consider that his vote formed an 
element in tiie payment ?— For real services. 

■ '5408; You wish' to leave him -out of this paper 
which you hand in, containing a list of payments to' 
voters ? — I think the man earned it well. 

5469. Was the man bond fide employed ? — Bojidfide 
employed, and worked night and day. 

5470. Where is he ? — In Galway. 

5471. A person named Fletcher, received 6/. He 
is a voter, hiit it would appear also that he had given 
services ; and that you did not altogether pay him as 
a voter ? — He was a personation agent, in a booth. 



Mr. Martin .Josei’h Blake : 

5478. {Chief Commissioner.) I think y-mi said you 
came forward at the election of 1852 . a-s the servant 
of the peo])le, and at their request ? — Yes. 

5479. Will you tell me whether you issued any 

addi-ess stating such to bo your position ? I did, I 

have a copy of it. {'Che witness handed in a copy of 
the address in qvestion, w?iich was in the following 
terms ;) — 

“ To the patriotic Electors of Galway, 

“ Gentlemen, 

“ In the exercise of your rights to select repre- 
“ seiitatives, you will have to ansM^er to -our countiy, 

“ at least for the motive and prudence of yonr choice. 

“ The duty devolving upon you, though transient is no 
“ less important than are those onerous responsibilities 
“ fi-om which I have been recently released. 

“ That I have at all times felt strongly for the 
“ freedom as. well as for the purity of election cannot 
“ hnt be known to those amongst yon who have 
“ not entirely forgotten when Gal'way was a close 
“ borough. 

“ If refraining, therefore, from the customary solici- 
“ tations of a candidate and placing but little reliance 
“ on obtrusi^^e importunity, I have desired, and now 
“ prefer, to address you as an elector, it is because of my 
“ regard for a principle, and with a hope even to give 
“ some impulse to a question I have always supported, 

“ VOTE I!Y BALLOT. 

“ That and many other popular measures have been 
“ mooted since I entered Parliament, and whatever, 

“ in the spirit , of open enmity, or emanating from 
“ feelings less ingenuous, may have been said or 
“ written by local partisans, with the justice of whose 
“ prejudices or partiaiities I have no disposition to 
“ %yi-angle, I may be permitted to state that during the 
“ time I have had the honour to represent Galway, I 
“ know of no vote given or withheld, in respect of 
“ which my motive has not been the good oe the 
“ people. 

“ I feel confident, too, that a reference to the divi- 
“ sions of the House of Commons for the last nine- 
‘ teen years will satisfy the friends ' of civil and 

religious liberty, the latter now so furiously assailed, 

oi my constant attachment not only to those grea^ 
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°“^72. And was the payment for services in that 
capacity 't — It was ; he was a particularly active man, „ 
and he was so employed. 

5473. Now, except to persons on the paper (B.), 
wliicii you have handed in, you did not pay suiy 
money directly to a voter ? — Tliere is anotlier niiui 
named James Bermingham, paid for services. 

5474. I do not v^ant anything as to services, I wisli 
to inake a distinction between persons who were paid 
bond fide for their services, and those who were ])uL 
down as voters to whom money payments were made? 

No money was paid for votes, except to those 
persons named in list (B.) 

5475. I think it right to state that I examined 

tlie.se accounts, and the vouchers sent by Mr. Murphy, 
and they seem to me correct ; but 1 wish to know 
whether Mr. Martin J. Blake ever saw an account of 
yours, to your knowledge, before ? No. 

. 5476. Did he authorize you to spend any money on 
his account ?— No. I paid the sums by Mr. Pierce 
Joyce’s directions, and with his consent. 

5477. Was it not entirely after the election that 
these accounts were sent in and cashed ? — Yes ; the 
bills were caslied in August, and the proceeds applied 
to meet the bills of 'tlie . election, which took place 
in July. Mr. M. J. Blake ha.s statixl here, and I 
state it again, in his presence, that 1. never got any 
authority from iiim whatever to spend a sliilling j 
these orders were given by Mr. Fierce Joyce. 



recalled and further .examined, 

“ principles, but also to the nationality of our coiin- 
“ try. 

“ I have no merely personal ambition. I possess, 
“ however, an interest in, and entertain an ardent wisii 
“ for the welfare of our country, particularly the 
“ prosperity of Galway. 

“ These allusions to my past conduct, not wholly 
“ uncalled for on other grounds, became necessary, 
“ were it but in some degree to evince the grali- 
“ tude I feel for proofs of your confidence so oft 
“ repeated. 

“ I trust you will pardon their introduction, and for 
“ the future as well as at the present crisis, you shall 
“ find me steadily eo-operating with you and cordially 
“ supporting a disinterested selection of triistv'orlliy 
“ representatives. 

“ I remain, 

gentlemen, 

• “ your faithful humble servant, 

“ Ballyglunin Park, “ M. J. Bi.ake. 

3rd July 1852.” 

, 5480. I cannot exactly see that this address is to 

'be 'regai-dcd as a resignation ? — You will see that J 
addressed tlieni as an elector. Perha])s you will 
allow me to state the matter as it ocmirred. jVfter 
issuing that letter I received a reijuisition, numerously 
signed i>y the' bishop and a great many of tlie leading 
Catholic-clergy and electors of the town, whicli was 
in these terms. ( The witness read the reefuisition, of 
loliich the following is a copy :) 

To Martin Joseph Blake, Esq. 

Ballyglunin Park. 

“ We the undersigned clergy, gentry, and electors 
“ oi Galway, liaving witnessed your conduct in Par- 
“ liament for neaady twenty years tliat you have 
“ represented the town of Gahvaj', do heicby request 
“ you will not abandon the post to which you have 
“ adhered with strict integj-ity and undeviating priii- 
“ ciple, but that you will again avail yourself of the 
“ suffrages of those to whom your ]mst career lias 
“ given a guarantee of an etiually lionoruljle future 
“ in your capacity of member for the town and county 
“ of the town of Galway.” 

R 2 



Mr. 

G. Murphy. 
Oct. 1857. 



Mr. 

r. J. Blahe. 
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Mt. 

M. J. Blake. 
9 Oct. 1897. 



5481. In consequence of receiving that requisition 
signed by so many voters of tlio town of Gahvay, did 
you then determine to become a candidate ? — Not to 
become a candidate ; but in reply to that requisition 
on the 5th of July I made the following reply. (^Tlie 
witness- handed in the second address issued by him, 
of which the following is a copy ;) — 

“ To the patriotic Electors of Galway. 

“ My Lord and Gentlemen, 

“ I beg to acknowledge the honour you have 
“ conferred by the requisition in which you call mo 
“ again to the arena of political strife. 

“ At moment of danger as this is I cannot 
“ hesitate ; for although I could liave desired a better 
“ choice, I shall not shrink from your command. 

“ No plotting politician, neither placeman nor the 
“ adhei-ent of placemen, independent alike of Whig 
“ or Tory, and sincerely loving justice and rational 
“ liberty, I shall come amongst you to ask, for our 



“ common cause, the honest suffrages of a patriotic 
“ people. 

“ I have the honour to be, 

“ My Lord and Gentlemen, 

“ Tour faithful and obedient servant 

“ Ardfry, 5th July 1852. “ M. J. Blake. ’ 

5482. After you had issued that second address, did 

your friends then determine to persevere in the contest 
and without your authority. and sanction incur the 
large expense that l;as been stated ? No, but ex- 

pressly against my determination and wish. I was 
quite confident that I would be beat at that election 
and I said I will sacrifice this to please my friends’ 
who say I ought not to desert them. I thought I 
would be beaten, and I was never more surprised°than 
when I found I was winning all through. 

5483. Is Mr. Higgins’ fee of 100?. Irish— is that 

included in the 161?. paid to agents ? No. 

5484. How many ^ents had you ?— I think seven 
or eight. 



Mr. 

E. Considine. 



Mr. Edward Coxsidine sworn and examined. 



5485. {Chief Commissioner.) Were you engaged 
actively in the last election ? — I was. 

5486. For whom ? — Mr. O’Flaherty. 

5487. Are you any relative of the Mr. Considine 
who was examined ? — A son of his. 

5488. Did you expend any money at the last elec- 
tion ? — Three pounds. 

5489. Wliat did you do with that 31. ; — It went in 
treating. 

5490. Voters ? — ^Yes. 

5491. At your own house, or through the town ? 

Not a shilling at my own house. 

5492. Do you supply yourself any drink or enter- 
tainment at your own house ? — No. 

5493. Do you know anything more of the expendi- 
ture at the last election ? — Nothing more than that. 

5494. Did you take any part in the election of 
1852 ? — ^I did, for Mr. O’Fhdierty and Lord Dun- 
kellin. 



5495. Did you receive money at the election of 
1852 into your hand ? — I did. 

5496. IIow mucii ? — I tliink about 60?. 

5497. WJiat did you do with tliat 60?. ?— I gave 

one mail, named McDermott — Patt McDermott 20?. 

5498. Where is this man ?— He is in Australia. 

5499. Whom else did you give money ? To a 

brother of his, 10?. 

5500. What was his name ? — Nicholas. 

5501. Where is he ? — ^In Australia, too, I think. 

5502. Wliat else did you do witli it ? — I gave a 
man named Michael Sheridan 6?. or 8?. 

5503. What is he ? — A cai-penter. 

5504. Is there anything else ? — Terry McDermott, 
another cai-penter. 

5505. Any one else do you recollect ? — A man 
named Anthony Keogh, I gave 2?. to. 

5506. Were these men, Sheridan, T. McDermott, 
and Keogii, freemen ? — They were. 

5507. Do you recollect any more ’—Well, not that 
I recollect at present. 

5508. Do you know anything more of the expen- 
diture — Not that I recollect. 



5509. At tlio last election did Mr. Bernard 
O’Flaherty give you 6?. ? — Yes. 

5510. Wiuit did you do with tliat ?— I gave 3?. to 
Michael Sheridan, and I expended 3?. myself. 

5511. Sheridan is a freeman ? — He is. 

5512. Wag there a very great outlay in 1852 for 
Lord Dunkcllin ? — I think there was. 

5513. Now do you think the money was actually 
spent J do you think the money that was given in 
1852 actually went for the purposes of tlie election ? 
—Ilhiiik the party that I gave the 20?. to did not 
expend the entire, but every shilling I got I handed 



5514. Was there in 1852, appai-ently and ostensibly 
a very great outlay going on for Lord Dunkellin, both 
of goods and money ? — There was. 

5515. Is it your belief that money was actually 
expended bo7itl fide for election purposes, or kept in 
tlie pockets of private parties ? — The only person I 
had a suspicion of was tlie person I gave the 20?. to, 
and I do not think the whole of tliat, but merely a 
portion, was kept. 

5516. Did you observe that there was a very great 
outlay in the sliops \ I mean in having simps open for 
entertainment ? — There was. 

5517. And shops are very expensive when opened 
in that way ?— They are. 

5518. I suppose persons require better fare at 
elections than at other times ?— Generally so. 

5519. Persons that usually get whiskey at other 
times want wine then ? — ^And brandy. 

5520. You think that what went in that way would 
account for a good deal of the 2,000?. ?— I do. 

5521. And the Nun’s Island pigeon-hole would 
account for a good deal more ?— I think it would. 

5522. {Mr. Commissioner Leahy.) Did you hear of 
mulled port and sherry being drank in lai-ge ouan- 
tities ’—Not in 1852. 

5523. Do you think elections have degenerated 
from the time mulled port was going ? — They ai-e not 
so good as in 1847. 

5524. How long have yon known Galway ? For 

very many yeaa-s. 

5525. They have generally been very expensive ? 
— Yes. 

5526. Your father mentioned sometlung about hi!l« 
haviiig been paid for entertainment at the uncoutested 
election of 1847 ; how much was that ? — He mistakes ; 
it was in 1852. 

5527. {Mr. Commissioner White.) Your father 
swore to a distinct transaction in 1852, to the outlay 
oi 25?. for Lord Dunkellin ; and he also swore to a 
distinct thing ; tliat at the uncontested election a man 
named Connor gave an order on liis establishment for 
drink to the amount of 9?. ?— He alluded then to 
Monahan’s election. 

5528. He said he was repaid 5/. out of the 9?., and 
that 4?. was stiil due, luid he swore that that occurred 
at the uiicontested and not at Monahan’s election 'i— 

I think it was at Monahan’s election. 

5529. How long was Monahan’s election before 
that at which there was no contest ? — It was only 
four months ; it was in February previous in the 
same year. 

5530. {Chief Commissioner.) Connor was acting 
for O’Flaherty against Monahan, was lie ?— I think so. 

5531. Who were you acting for ? — I was not in 
town at the time. I was only here one day during 
the election. 
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Maktin Ward sworn and examined. 

6532. {Chief Commissioner.) Areyou a freeman? =5^49 -n-i 
-I am. ^ ^ n ?-Indeed all I 

5533. What trade ?— Nailer. ^ tj ^ ! I got a trifle. 

5534. For whom did you vote at tlie last election ? 5^44' w'll ^ ^ 

—For Lord Dunlcellin and Colonel French. nr, a t I’ogistry out ? — I was not regis- 

5535. Didyourepeivem.ymoneyfromMr.Semple? 5o-45 , ,, 

_No, I never got a farthing ; I never got any money Lynch ?-l'e“ ^ “■■■ 

from anybody hut one bare shilling. 5545 And wliot a> ... ... 

5536. From whom was that ?— From my employer, ^^len ?— I never troubled my’lieaTabout'fr.” 



never troubled my head about it.° 



5547. Were there 



5537. And he gave you a shilling ? One bare '■ — There was. ' ^ nailers admitted at 

shilling. 5548. Wlm put it into your head to look for your 

5538. Did you go to Semple asking money ? 1 fr'^cdom ? — One Bright. ^ 

went twice. 5549. Who is he ? — A nailer. 

5539. You heard that others got 30s. ?— I did 7°^ ought to be active and get 

5540. Was that after the election ?_It was. a' f 

(Mr. Commissioner Leahy.) Curreen has put you nt pipf.f';p.,= 5 >e say any more ? is he an active man 
down for 5s., so that he owes you 4s. I <5° i^nowj I did not think over it. 

_ •' oood. Old he tmir .* j., .. c , 



uuiv.A Aui ou ciiai. 41C owes you ^S. kk -. c , -r... . “ ■-■‘.a a.v'I' mum over it. 

0541 (C/«/ Co^Unono,:) Yon ,rc dso on ,Mo 1.0 ...1?! mf^;l^.7ivcVteo it 
list of Semple s for 5s. J are you quite certain that 5553. (Mr Commissioner r 
you did not get 5». fron, Semple ?— He guve if to P«t tion made to you t_No 
Wa.-d, .ml put down my umno in mistake. 5554. You were .dmitlod on view ?_I was. 



5555. (Chief Commissioner.) You voted at the last 
election ? — I did. 

5556. Did you hear a gentleman, who was exa- 
mined this moment, say that you got some money in 
1852 ? — I did. 

5557. How much ? — Three pounds. 

5558. For whom did you vole ?_I voted for Lord 
Dunkellin and Mr. O’FIalierty. 

5559. Did you get any more than that 37. ?— -I got 
57. from Gill. 

5560. Was it for yourself, or to lay out ? To lay 

out. 

5561. What did you do with the whole 87. ?— Of 
the 37. I gave 30s. to Mr. Gill, and I spent the other 
30s. in treating. 

5562. What did you do with the 57. j you have only 
accounted for 37. ?— I spent the 57. and the 27. on them 
in the same way. 

5563. Were the 27. your own, out of your own 

pocket ?— Yes. ■' 

5564. And you spent it all in giving entertainment 
to voters and non-voters ? — As I met them, yes. 

5665. Did you get imy money from Semple to 
^ introduced the name 

01 Michael Sheridan here, hut it is quite a mistake. 



Michael Sheridan sworn and examined. 



I spoke to Mr. Semple about it the next day, and he 
sent me tins note (A letter from Semple L the loit- 
ness was produced, stating that the name on the list 

tUSicff " 

5566. (Mr. Commissioner Leahy.) Did you con- 
sidei It necessary, for the purposes oi' the candidate 
you were supporting, to spend money in that indis- 
ernmnate way ?--I considered at the time that, for 
the support ot Mr. 0 Flaherty, it was necessary. I 
Dunkellh)''^**^^'^'' ** necessary on the part of Lord - 

5567. _ But you considered it necessary to suend 

money in that indiscriminate way ? There was a 

great deal of bad feeling raised against Mr. O’FIahertv 
among tlie freemen. ^ 

5568. Is it a general thing to spend the sums iu 
that way on the ireeraen ?_Thoso recognised as 
having anything to do with agencies are generally 
supposed to bo in the way of treating the Lemen ; 
that It IS 111 their jiower to do it. 

5569. Do you say that every agent or active friend 
of a candidate is expected, as he goes along, to have 
money .''—Ihey are expected, wlietlier they have 
money or not, to have influence to raise tlie drink. 



5570. (Chief Commissioner.) Are you a freeman ? 
— les. 

5571. Wliat trade ? — Baker. 

o572. For whom did you rote at the last election ? 
— I'or 0 Flaherty and Lord Dunkellin. 



John Whelan sworn and examined. 



5575. Were you told that 27. would bo "•iven ?— • 
— Ihero was some talk that compensation would'he 
given to tradesmen, but there was no talk of the 27 

5576. Had you a vote at any other election ?-Tno. 

• dSld w'm.T' 1 ” ‘'““dtof freemen 



5573. Did you receive 21. at Oliver's for a card of ““’f Were you lot in with the hatch of freemen 
i.Biownes? — les, as the thing was going in the ^^7 Mr. Lynch a year ago, or when woro vmi 

town, and as I was not in emiiloymcntfl took the ?— In 1847. ^ 

money. ■' 



town, and as I was not in employment, I took the ?— In 1847. ’ 

tfw°afn„t''ta‘S 



Thomas Lee recalled and further examined. 

relSmf^ miS- ^ 

‘i'iftfi A ™°“®7 at the time of the election. 

558l’ ^ «een it paid. '>'^83. In August 1852 the accounts were all iu- 

fith ilr.Vnrphy err'o'Lriom -as going a, „.e 

election, did you know ol it ?— I wa.s solely acting as 

E 3 
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Thomax Xce. 
9 Oct. 1857. 



M. McAuley. 



J. Rippiwjham, 



M. Keame)/. 



the friend of Mr. Blake on the occasion, I put my 
face against orders too. 

5585. And you knew that it was Mr. Blake’s wish 
tliat there should be no such thing ? — ^It was under 
that impression I did so always j however, I knew 
tiiat sums were going on. 

5586. At this last election did you know of any 
money going ? — I always act from conviction, and I 
never interfere in these practices ; I leave other persons 
to do that, but I do not. 

5587. {Mr. Commissioner Leahy ^ Did you expend 
any money at all at the last election ? — I did not. 

5588. Wliom were you acting for at the last elec- 
tion ? — Colonel French. 

5589. Did you split for Lord Dunkellin ? — No, I 
would not, though I was on his committee ; I did not 
vote for him afterwai’ds. 

5590. How many elections have you taken a pai’t 
in ? — Three contests, 1847, 1852, and 1857. 

5591. {Chief Commissioner.) There was always a 
good deal of money going at an election here ? — It 
was always my belief there was. 

5592. And if a candidate did his best to get in he 
would have to spend a good deal ? — Well, I have no 
knowledge of it myself. 

5593. {Mr. Commissioner Leahy.) You shut your 
eye.s altogether at elections ? — I never was in a 
money transaction at an election. I often seen. , 

5594. Did you not see any of these Zl. payments ? 
— I did not see it going on any side. 

5595. On whose committee ■were you ? — I was on 
Lord Dunkellin’s committee, and I voted against him 
afterwards. 

5596. Why did you do that ? — I considered there 
was some under-cuixent at work. I Avas sincere in 
returning Colonel French, and I 'thought an amalga- 
mation of parties Avas to take place. I heard Colonel 
French was anxious that some split votes should be 
given to Lord Dunkellin ; afterAvards I voted against 
him when I thought it was not kept. 



Michael McA'dlet 

5605. ( Chief Commissioner.) Are you a freemen ? 
— I am. 

5606. What trade ? — A butcher. 

5607. For whom did you vote at the last election ? 
— Tjord Dunkellin and Colonel French. 

5608. Did you get any money from SemiAle ? — Not 
a shilling. 

5609. From any one ? — Prom any one, not a 
penny. 

5610. Did yon get any entertainment or goods ? — 
Not to the value of a penny. 



5597. You Avere on Colonel French’s committee ?— 
I was not, I acted solely as his friend. 

5598. Did you sign- the requision to him ? I 

not. 

5599. What, is your opinion about the freemen 
generally ? at a contest here do tliey expect money ? 
— I Avould like • to justify myself. I returned from 
Dublin in 1841 to be elected president of the guild of 
bootmakers, and I kneAv their habits .from that to 
this. It was customaiy in those days that all can- 
didates should go to the different guilds, and give 
their vicAvs and opinions before the guilds of trades. 
Any man avIio gave bad votes in the House of Com- 
mons, they were called up and they pointed it out 
against him ; they generally passed resolutions with 
reference to his opinions, and there Avas nothing else 
in the world, at any election. 

5600. There were guilds in those times, do the 
candidates not noAv go to the guilds ? — I believe not 
lately; they Avould Avisb to foIloAv up the practice I 
believe, but (hey do not avail themselves of it. 

5601. Do you mean to say that at the elections of 

1847 and 1852 they acted in that- Avay ? I AA'ill 

not say anything about 1847. 

5602. {Mr. Commissioner White.) Did you not 
hear it sworn here that Mr. Semple Avould not pay 
anything for votes if they AA’ere split Avith O’Plalierty ? 
— I heard it stated here, but I do not knoAV it. 

5603. {Mr. Commissioner Leahy.) Wliat paidicular 

part did you take? you kept clear- of money? L 

heal'd a good deal said liere about Wliigs, Tories, and 
Railicals. There were tAvo pai-ties alAvay.s here, one 
side Avas called Tories and another party Avas caOed 
Independents ; and I know . my father to be on the 
same side, and I always followed his example. 

5604. Did you state on any occasion that you 
Avould support Mr. Pat. Blake ? — I supported him 
against Mr. O’Flalierty. I did my best to put him 
out, and I Avould again. 



sworn and examined. 

5611. Which of the two candidates did you care 
most for ? — For Colonel French above any. 

5612. Why did you vote for Lord Dunkellin ?— 
We Avould not go unless Mr. Joyce advised us to 
split for Lord Dunkellin. 

5613. Who is Mr. Joyce? — Mr. Thomas Joyce; 
he told a fcAv of us on coming in about 12 o’cloik 
that Colonel French Avas safe, and to give the other 
vote to Lord Dunkellin. 

5614. Had you a vote in 1852 ? — My registry was 
out. 



Joseph Rippingiiam SAi-orn and examined. 



5615. {Chief Commissioner.) Are you a freeman? 

5616. For Avliom did you vote ? — Lord Dunkellin 
and Colonel French. 

5617. Did you receive any money from Mr. Semple? 
—1 did. 

5618. Wliat ? — Thirty shillings. 

5619. Was that at the time he Avas paying the free- 
men after the election ? — ^Yes. 

5620. Wliat is your trade ? — A Aviiitesmith. 

5621. Have you anything to say to Mr. Semple in the 
Avay of your trade ? did lie ask you to vote ? — He did. 



5622. And can give you employment ? — Yes. 

5623. And when lie a-sked you, you said you AVould 
give a split for Lord Dunkellin ?— I did. 

5624. And you kneAv he Avas active for Lord Duiii 
kellin ? — I did. 

5625. Did he say to you that he would secure you 
or tliat money Avould be going ? — He did. 

5626. Had you a A'ote in 1852 ? — I had not. 

5627. You Avere registei'cd since that ? — I Avas. 

5628. With tlie last batch a year ago ? — On the 
14th of October 1852. 



Martin Kearney sAvorn and examined. 



5629. ( Chief Commissioner.) Are you a freeman ? 
— ^No ; I am a householder. 

5630. Are you a ratepayer ? — Yes. 

5631. Did you vote for O’Flahert)' and Lord Dun- 

kellin at the last election ? — ^No ; I voted for Colonel 
French, , , 



5632. A plumper for Colonel French ? — Yes. 

5633. Did you get any money from Semple? 
— From Semple or anybody else, none ; I voted 
for my country and religion, AA'hat I ahA'ays go 
for. 
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Bernahd Egan sworn and examined. 



5634. ( Chief Commissioner.') Are you a freeman ? 

— Tes. ■ • - 

5635. Wliat trade ? — A butcher. 

5636. Did you vote at the last election ? — I did. 

5637. For whom? — Colonel French and Lord 
Dunkellin. 

5638. Did you get any money from Mr. Semple ? 

I did not, not a farthing. • ‘ ' • • • - 

5639. Had you a vote in 1852 ? — No ; but it was 
suggested to me that I could get money for my 
fatiier and brothers. 

5640. {Mr. Commissioner- Leahy.) Did you get 
money in the last election ? — I did in the county. 



5641. Would you explain to us why the butchers 

of Galway are employed as agents in the county ? 

I %vill tell you ; I think they have a great deal of 
influence beyond the liberties of Galway, because they 
are generally buying of them : I think they would 
be said and led by them wherever they tell them to 

go- 

' 5642. To what number are butchers employed as 
agents in the county ?~I think to the extent of 51 or 
48 were employed that time. 

5643. I suppose it was somebody who was getting 
up a list of those that offered you the money ?— —He 
asked me to put my name down. 



Bernard Egan. 
9 Got. 1857. 



Patrick Greany recalled and further examined. 



Patrick Greant/. 



5644. (Chief Commissioner.) Pat Egan, who lived 
in Mimster-lane, was he one of the men that you 
gave 3/. to in 1852 ? — I think not. 

5645. John Egan of Dominick-street ? — Ho. was 
one of the parties ; he got 51. 

5646. Do you recollect a man named William 
McAuley, of the New Road ?— He was one of them. - 

5647. There was a man named Joseph Regan also ? 
There was one Regan ; there ai-e more than one of 
that name on the registry. I cannot say whether it 
was Michael or Joseph, I do not know his Christian 
name. 

5648. A man named Joseph Murphy, was he one 
of them ? — He was. 

5649. Nicliolas Mui-phy ?— Xes.j he is not a voter 



5650. But he was then ? — He was then. 

5651. Patrick McNamara ? — There ai-e two on the 
list ; I think it was Pat. McNamai-a of the Bowling 
Green. 

5652. Heniy Hart, is he a voter ? — He was one ; 
he was on some list with Egan, but in a different class : 
some got more and some got less. 

5653. Patrick Sullivan of Key-street ? — He was 
one. 

5654. John Callaghan ? — He was one. 

5655. Hugh Costello ? — Yes. 

5656. Thomas McCann ? — He is dead : he was 
one of them. 

5657. John Henry ? — Yes, ho Is alive, I think. 

5658. Michael Sullivan ? — He was one. I do not 
recollect any more now ; I think you have them all.' 



John Lenihan sworn and examined. 



John Lenihan. 



5659. (Chief Commissioner.) Are you a freeman ? 
— Yes. 

5660. Did you vote at the last election ? — I did, for 
Colonel French and Lord Dunkellin. 

5661. Did yon get any money ?— Thirty shillings. 

5662. Pi-om Mr. Semple ? — Yes. 

5663. After the election ? — ^Yes. 

5664. Wliat is your trade ? — Brogue making. 

5665. I believe you have nothing to say to 
Mr. Semple in your trade, how came you to give 



Lord Dunkellin a split ? — I was told that he would bo 
giving some money, either more or less ; I did not 
know what it was, it was my first time. 

5666. For which did you care most. Lord Dun- 
kellin or Colonel Fi-ench ? — For the Colonel, of 
course. 

5667. (Mr. Commissioner Leahy.) You belong to 
the independent pai-ty ? — I suppose so. 

5668. Had you ever voted before ? — I.iiever liad a 
vote before tliis. 



Hugh Costello s 

5669. ( Chief Commissioner.) Are yon a freeman ? 
— Yes. 

5670. "What trade are you ? — Bntchei-. 

5671. For whom did you vote at the last election ? 
— Colonel French. 

5672. Alone ? — A plumper. 

5673. You did not give one to Dunkellin ? — I did 
not, I plumped for Colonel French. 

5674. Did you get any money ? — No ; nor did not 
expect it. 

5675. Had you a vote the election before tliis ? — 

I had. 

5676. ‘Whom did you vote for then ? — Martin 
Joseph Blake. 

5677. Any one else ?— Never ; I never gave a split 
to any one, I always voted for Martin Joseph Blake, 
and always would. 

^ tenant of his ? — I am not. 

00/9. Did you get any goods or orders on a shon in 
1852 ?_No, not a ha’porth. 

elways stand hy Martin Joseph 

sro ’ — did, whether I got money or not. 

5681. Did your wife get any orders tliat you know 
0 m 1852 ? — She did not get tlieir orders, she did 
not want their orders. • 



vorn and examined. 

5682. 'Were you an agent ? — T was in 1852, for the 
county and the town. 

5683. Did you get the 3/. from Mr. Greany 
after it was all over ? — I got it i'rom Mr. Barry, 
from Mr. Murphy’s clerk. I got two 3Z. iu Mr. 
Murphy’s office ; 3/. for the town and 3Z. for the 
county. The hutchers always got that 3?. both in 
the town and county. 

5684. I believe tlicy ni.ake a great noise and fight ? 
— ‘Well, they did their best. 

5685. (Mr. Co7nmissioner Leahy.) Was that 3/. 
which you got as an agent in the town, all for your 
services '{• — It was. 

5686. But yon voted at the time for Mm-tin Joseph 
Blake. How many butchers were agents with you at 
the time ? — A good number. I could not tell how 
many. 

5687. And the vote had nothing at all to do with 
that 3/. ?~It was a good while after the election that 
the money was paid. 

5688. What value did you give for the 6/. ? — I 
was forced into if. I lost a great deal of sweat by 



Hugh Costello. 



R 4 
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Denis Kelly. 
9 Oct. 1857. 



Denis Kelly sworn and examined. 



5689. {Chief Commissioner.) Tliere was a sum of 
18?. tl>at you received from Mr. Murphy ; what was 

that 18/. for, and what did you do with it ? 15/. of 

it was given in cash by the order of Mr. Murpliy to a 



man usuned TJiomas Eoche, and 3/. was to pay for all 
the whiskey tliat was given out the night previous to 
the polling. 



Adjourned till To-morrow, at Eleven o’clock. 



James Toole, 
10 Oct. 1857. 



EIGHTH DAY. 

Saturday, October lOtk, 1857. 

James Toole sworn and examined. 



5690. {Chief Commissioner.) Are you a freeman ? 
— Yes. 

5691. What trade ? — Brazier. 

5692. For wiiom did you vote at the last election ? 
— Colonel French and Loi-d Dunkcllin. 

5693. Did you get smy money from Mr. Semple ? 
— I did. 

5694. When ?— Some time after the election. 

5695. How much ?— One pound sixteen shillings. 

5696. Had he been speaking to you during the 
election about it ? — Not a word. 

5697. Why did you vote for Lord Dunkellin ?— He 
was badly treated at the first election, and I did not 
vote at that election. 

5698. He was badly ti'cated ?— Persons said so, 
and I said to myself I would vote for him at tliis 
election. 



5699. You thought he was badly treated wlien he 
spent so much money in not getting in? — Woll,Ithought 
so ; he spent a great deal of money and did not get in. 

5700. But you did not vote for him ?■ — I did not. I 
voted for Mr. Blake and Mr. O’Flaherty. 

5701. That is in 1852 ?— Yes. 

5702. I am requested to a.sk, did you not promise 

Mr. O’Flahcrty this last time to vote for him ? I told 

him I would consider on it. 

5703. The time you voted for Mr. Blake and Mr. 
O’Flaherty did you get any money ?— I did. I got a 
pound from Mr. Murphy. 

5704. Was that while the election was eoinm or 
after it ?— After it. 

5705. Did you get any goods, tea, whiskey, or 
sugar ? — I did not get a pint of whiskey, ale, porter, 
or sugar ; I got nothing at all. 

5706. You got a pound ?— I did, and I sported it. 



A. McLean. 



AlEXAXDEK McLEA^ 

5707. {Chief Commissioner.) Are you a freeman ? 
— T am. 

5708. Wliat trade ? — Shoemaker. 

5709. For whom did you vote at the last election ? 
— Colonel French and Lord Dunkellin. 

5710. Did you get 30s. from Mr. Semple ?— I did, 
ill three ji.ayments, he kept mo 10 weeks walking for 
it, and put me otf from day to day and month to 
month. 

5711. You got it at last ?— I did. I got it in lOs. 
one time or the other. 

5712. The last he gave to you he came to the house 

with it; — did he say he would malce you secure ? 

That is so far as it would satisfy me ; so f:u- as any 
other one. 

5713. Had you a vote in 1852 ?— I had. 



sworn and examined. 

5714. For whom did you vote then ?— Mr. Blake 
and Mr. O’Flaherty. 

5715. Did you get any money ?— Not a halfpenny. 

5716. Did you get an order? — A man came and 
knocked at the door, myself and iny family were going 
to bed in the dark, and we were aloath to open the 
door, but my wife got up, and “ Here,” says he, 
“ give him tliis,” taking a bit of paqier, and it was 
left there till morning, and when I looked at it in 
the morning, I found it was an order for a pound of 
value. 

_ 5717. Was that order from Mr. Clai-e, or who 
signed it ?— I cannot say j I did not see the man at 
all ; it was in the dark. 

5718. Did you get the goods ? — I did. 



T. Sullivan, 



Thojias Sullivan sworn and examined. 



5719. {Chief Commissioner.) Arc you a freeman ? 
— les. 

5720. What trade ? — Shoemaker. 

5721. For ivhom did you vote the last election ? 

I voted for Colonel French and Lord Dunkellin. 



5,22. Did you receive any money from any person 
— I received 30s. from Mr. Semple. 

5723. When ?— On the 31st of May. 

5724. Had you been told before by Mr. Scmpl 
that he would make you all sure ?— He never pre 
iniscd me a halfpenny, and I never liad any encao-e 
ment made with him. 



5725. Had lie canvassed you during the election ? 
—I never knew he had anything to do with Lord 
Dnnkellin’s election. 



5,26. Who asked you to vote for Lord Dunkellin 
or did yon vote from your own wisli ?_I voted from 
ny own wish and desire ; 1 Imd a desire to vote for 
him and I would give him one vole. 

5727. Had you a vote in the election before this ? 
—I had in 1852. 



5728. For whom did you vote then ? — For Lord 
Dunkellin and Anthony O’Flaherty. 

5729. Did yon get any money in 1852 ? — I did. 

5730. How much ? — Four pounds. 

5731. Was it given to you on a ticket ? ivas it at 
tliat house in Nun’s Island where the pigeon-hole was? 
— Not at Nun’s Island ; in Mary-street. 

5732. They had it in two places ; you just merely 
got the money, and did not see wlio was tliere ? — 
No. 

5733. {Mr. Commissioner Leahy.) When you got 
4/. the time before that you voted for Lord Dunkellin ; 
— why did you not expect that some money would be 
going this time ? was it not natural to expect, if money 
was going before, that you would get it tliis time ? — 
Y ell, I did not expect it ; tliere was no promise of 
money, certainly. 

5734. He gave money before, did you not think it 
would be given this time ? — I did not know wliether 
it would or not ; wliatsoever I got I would give a 
vote for Lord Dunkellin ; I took my chance what- 
soever might be. 
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5735. {Chief Commissioner.) Are you a freeman ? 
— I am. 

5736. What trade ? — Baker. 

5737. For -wliom did you vote at the last election ? 
— I plumped for Mr. O’Flaherty. 

5738. Did you get 21. at Oliver’s for a card sealed 
by Dr. Browne ? — I did. I voted at 11 o’clock in the 
morning, and I never heard a word about it till I was 
told by a man in the evening, between tliree and foui-, 
to go to the house below and I would get 21 . ; said 



Patrick White sworn and examined. 



lifarl it ^vas 10 Oct. 1857. 

more tlian two Jiours afterwaa-ds. 

IsS^Ino^*^ election before that in 

5740. Had you a vote ? — No ; it cost me more than 
myself afterwards. 

5741. {Mr. Commissioner White.) What do you 

"• 

poraons ?— No, not for anv 
purpose, but during tile time of tile election. 



EmYAED Keiiy (Bowling Green) sworn and examined. 



J7«. (aie/ Commissioner.) Are pou a freeman F and I went independent and never expee.ed any 

5744. What trade ?-A oabinet-maker. fS ftere wa's' «“''*• r 

5745. For whom did you vote at the last election ? woU it it aj thirert'””’ ^ ^ "”»'■* “ 

-O'Flaherty and Lord Dunkellin. Ol“ I f J u“ “ “"isU *«!«■ 

tsSy^.Siifld^- ““ “S 

™ y ™ 70«i“Vour ciSiS‘iflNo 1 

5747. Who got it ?— My father. niraimd” 

wiii “S f«- vote befbreF^o, I never voted 



5751. (Chief Commissioner.) For ivliom did you 
vote at this last election ? — Colonel French. 

5752. Any one else ?— A full plumper. 

5753. Did you get any money, goods, or treating- ? 
— INo, indeed, at the pigeon-hole or any other hole. 

5754. Did you get any whiskey?— No whiskey, 
beer, ale, wine, or brandy. 

5755. Did you vote in the year 1852 ?— No I did 
not. 



Thomas Hart sworn and examined. 

r Avhom did you 5756. When were you registered?—! believe 
ITeneh. about a year and a half ago. 

5757. {Mr. Commissioner White.) Are you arated 
ods, or treating ? occupier or a freeman ? — Freeman, 
any other hole? 5758. {Mr. Commissioner Leahy.) Had you been 
7_No wbi«ifP.v ^ “;?oman before 1852, or was your registry run out ? 
• wmsKey, —No, I never was before. 

<■^0 9 TvT T b-j yoiJ ? — I am a butcher. 

io 2 . No, I did 5760. Were you one of the men who were agents ? 

— No ; I never was an agent. 



^6761. {Chief Commissioner.) Are you a freeman? 

W62. Did you vote at the last election?— I 
DuSlin^'’ “Colonel French and Lord 

di(l^^^' Semple ?— I 

Semple ?— Thirty sJiillings. 

0766. During or after the election ?— After the 
election. 

.Sfl' ^^PPlyrng to him before you 

pt it ?— No ; I never asked a fai'thing of it j he came 
to my employment and gave it to me. 
elp?!£ S®“Ple been speaking to you during the 
™pl“mem. 



Patrick Demrsey sworn and examined. 



5769. Did he tell you to go and vote, and that you 
would be satisfied hereafter ? — He did not speak any 
such thing. 

5770. He merely told you to go' and vote ?— He 
said to go and vote, and then I voted for Lord Dun- 
kellin and Colonel French. 

5771. Had you a vote the time before ? I had. 

5772. For whom did you vote then ? — O’Flaherty 
and Lord Dunkellin. 

5773. Did you get luiy money then ? — No, not a 
farthing. 

5774. Did you hear then tliat money was going ? 

I did ; I had a wish for O’Flaherty greater than any 
other man, and for that reason I did not care whether 
I got it or not. 

5775. You heard it was going for Lord Dunkellin, 
and yiDu divided with him ?— I did not know, nor did 
I ask it from Dunkellin. 



Michael Dowd s\ 

— Yes^’ -^'’6 you a freeman ? 

^bat trade ?— Sawyer. 

.nfi dLSS, 

did.''™' *■■■ SemploF — I 

Wm' n ‘f"J'~?’V6nty-<irsl of May. 
tbp Semple been talking to you during 

the election about going to vote ?-No. ^ 



5782. Were you in his employment, being asaivyer? 
— No, I was not. 

5(83. How came you to vote for Lord Dunkellin ? 
- William Lynskey,of Bohermore, left a card at my 
house in the morning, and told me to vote for Lord 
Dunkellin and Colonel French. 

5784. Are you a tenant of Mr. Blake’s ? — No. 

6785. And what had Lynskey to say to you ? 

Because I live a neighbour of liis. 

5786. Had you a vote the time before this ?— No. 
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Thomas Mollownet 



sworn fuid examined. 



10 Oct. 1857. 



5787. {Chief Commissioner.) Axz you a freeman ? 
Yes. 

5788. What trade ? — smith. 

5789. For whom did you vote ? — Colonel French 
and Lord Dunkellin. ' 

5790. Did you got 30s. from Mr. Semple ? — I 
believe in six weeks after the election. 

5791. Had he been speaking to you at the time of 
the election ? — No. 

5792. Who told you to go and vote for Lord Dun- 
kellin ? — I was told by Mr. Carter ; he canvassed 

5793. Was Mr. Carter telling everywhere the 
persons would be satisfied ? — He was saying that 
there would be some satisfied, and he was a friend of 
my oivu besides. 



5794. Had you a vote the time before this ?— I had 

5795. For whom did you vote that time?-.' 
Mr. Blake. 

5796. Anyone else ? — Nobo'dy else. 

5797. Did you get an order on any tradesmen at 
that time ? — I did. 

5798. For how much was it value ?— One pound in 
drink between another man and myself. 

5799. - Do you recollect wlio gave you that order > 
— No ; I did not.see him at all. 

5800. It was on a shopkeeper ? — Yes. • 

5801. And you got the goods ? — We did. 

5802. {Mr.- Commissioner Leahy.) Wliy did you 

not split your vote that time like the last ? The 

employer I wm working for was a tenant of Mr. 
Blake’s, and I voted for my employer. 



W. Sherritt. 



William Skeekitt 

5803. {Chief Commissioner.) Are you a freeman? 
— I am. 

5804. Wliat trade ? — Sawyer. 

5805. For whom did you vote ? — Colonel French 
and Lord Dunkellin. 

5806. Did you get any money from Mr. Semple ? 
— I did, 30s. 

5807. Wlien ? — The day after the fair. 



sworn and exmnined. 

5808. That is in May ? — Yes, he came to the work 
to me and gave it to me. 

5809. Had you a vote the time before ?~No, I had 
not. 

5810. Who asked you to vote for Lord Dunkellin ? 

— No one but my own wish and inclination. I gave 
a split for Colonel French and Lord Dunkellin. 



Daniel Walsh, 



Daniel Walsh sworn and examined. . 



5811. {Chief Commissioner.) Are you a freeman? 

5812. What trade ? — Stonemason. 

-5813. For whom did you vote? — O’Flaherty and 
Lord Dunkellin. 

5814. Did you get 21. at Oliver’s ? — I did. 

5815. On a card of Dr. Browne’s ? — ^Yes. 

5816. Had you a vote the tune before ? — I had. 

5817. For whom did you vote then? — For O’Fla- 
lierty and Lord Dunkellin. 

5818. Did you get any money tliat time ? — I did. 

5819. How much ?— 3Z. ; but I was 30 miles from 
home at the time, and I got it to pay ray expenses. 

5820. Was it given to you for a ticket ? — It was 
given to me for a ticket, but I made application for it, 
and it was given me in that way. 



5821. How far did you come ?— Thirty miles, from 
Cong. 

5822. How many days were you away from Con" ? 

— Six days. ° ’ 

5823. Why were you kept six days ?— I was wrote 

for before tlie time, and I waited after to see the way 
it would go. ^ 

5824. Wliat ti-ade ai-e'you?— I was a contractor 
myself for the Board of Works. 

5825. Why should a man like you take money in 
that way for voting ?— I considered that I had my 21. 
for expenses and for lost time ; this last time there 
was a friend of mine that took it, and I did not 
expect it, and I was told it was the one thing to 
us. 



John Mahony. 



John M^vhony sworn and examined. 



5826. {Chief Commissioner.) Ai-e you a freeman ? 
— Yes. 

5827. What trade ? — Brogue-maker. 

5828. For whom did you vote ? — For Colonel 
French. 

5829. And you did not vote for Lord Dunkellin ? 
—No. 

5830. Did you get money from Mr. Semple?—! 
got 11. in three months. 



5831. And why did he pay you when you did not 
vote for him ? — I promised him the day before. 

5832. And you went and got the 11. ?— I was told 
I would get it if I went for it. 

5833. You thought you would get it for your 
pi'omise j did you tell him that you had not voted for 
Lord Dunkellin when you were receiving the pound ? 
— I did not. 

5834. Did you vote at the election before tins ?— No, 



M, Donokoe. 



Michael Donohoe 

5835. ( C/tie/ Commissioner.) Are you a freeman ? 
— I !im. 

5836. What trade ? — Nailer. 

5837. For whom did you vote ?— Colonel French 
and Lord Dunkellin. 

5838. Did you get money from Mr. S^nle ?— I 
did, 30^. 

5839. When ?— Some two months after the time j 
I got it in three payments. 

5840. Had he spoken to you during the election ’ 
— No. 

5841. Had Cai’ter ? — No. 



sworn and examined. 

5842. Who asked you to vote for Lord Dunkellin ? 
— I heard different persons say he would be a good 
pa-son to return. 

5843. Did you not hear any other reason ?— No 
otha- reason in life. 

5844. Did you hear either Cai-ter or Semple say 
that the freemen would be satisfied after they had 
voted for Lord Dunkellin ? — I never spoke a word to 
Semple or to Carter. 

5845. Did you hear- any agents saying tliat tJiey 
should vote for him and they would be satisfied ? — 
No. 

5846. Had you a vote tlie time before ? — No. 



J. Callaghan. 



John Callaghan 
5847. {Chief Commissioner.) Are you a freeman ? 
—Yes. 

•5848. What trade ? — Butcher. 



5849. For whom did you vote ? 
kelliu aud Mr. O’Flaherty. 



swoni and examined. 

5850. Did you get 21. at Oliver’s, on a cai-d sealed 
by Dr. Browne ? — 1 did not get one fraction. 

_ 5851. Not at all ? — Not at all. 

5852. Before, during, or after the election ?— Before 
or dui-ing or after the election. 
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5853. Did you get any- goods or treating, any 
whiskey ?— No, I never did. I never drank a drop 
of whiskey ; tliere was an order belonging one night 
to Colonel French, and I drank some porter out 
of it. 

5854. Were you all drinking at every side one 
another’s orders ? — I do not know who gave it j I 
drank some of it. ' . 

5855. Had you a vote the time before ?—I had. I 
voted for Blake and O’Plaherty. 

5856. Were you one of those that got- 3/. from 
Greany ? — I got it some time after the election. I 
think it was August ; it was some time in the year; I 
do not know exactly. 



5857. You had been hearing from G-reany that 
something would be going during the election ? — No. 

5858.1 Did anybody tell you you would be paid as 
an agent ? — No, they did not. 

agent?— No, indeed. 

58b0. Were you active in keeping the table, making 
a noise — I was the same as anotlier. 

5861. Did you get the money that was given at 
Kilroy s for keeping the table ? Did you go to Dr. 
Browne on the day of the election to get the voting 
card sealed ? — I did not, indeed ; never got one frac- 
tion of money. It was only reported that I got money 
from 0 Flaherty, that is the way of it altogether. I 
did not want his couple of pounds. 



John Mannion sworn and examined. 



5862. {Chief Commissioner.) Are you. a freeman? 
— Yes. 

5863. What trade ? — Shoemaker. 

5864. For whom did you vote ?— Lord Dunkellin 
and Colonel French. 

I i-eceive 30s. from Mr. Semple ?-^ 

5866. When ? — Some time in May. 

5867. Had you been put on his list durino- the 

election ? — He had. , ° 

5868. Had he been saying that persons would be 
satisfied with Lord Dunkellin ?— He made a promise ; 
I did not ask it of him. 

5869. Had you a vote the time before tliis ?— I had. 

5870. For whom did you vote ? — ^Mr. Blake and 
Ml-. O’Flaherty. 

5871. Did you get an order for goods that time ? 

I did. 



5872. For how much value in money ?— Really I 
could not say, it is so long ago. 

^73. But you did get an order on the shopkeepers ? 



o874. (Mr. Commissioner Leahy.) Could you explain 
wiiat reason, generally, the class of respectable trades- 
men had for giving up Mr. O’Flalierty and voting for 
Colonel French ?— We thought Lord Dunkellin and 
Colonel R-ench would be two respectable members, 
and would be of ^eat service for the town and might 
do some good for it. I had no otlier view but that in 
the matter. 



5875. What sort of service did you expect ? what 
did you think they would be able to do ?— I thought 
they would be able to get some good work done for 
&e town, some improvement, or sometliing of that 



Joseph Regan swoi-n and examined. 



5876. {Chief Commissioner.) Ai-e you a freeman? 
—I am. 

5877. Wliat trade? — Butcher. 

5878. For whom did you vote at the last election ? 
— Colonel French. 

5879. Did you any goods, money, or money’s 
worth ?— Not a pin’s worth. 

5880. Had you a vote the time before ? I had. 

5881. For whom did you vote ?— For O’Flaherty 
and Martin Joseph Blake. 

5882. Did you at that time get 3/. from Greany ? 
— I did. 

5883. That was some time after the election ? 

It was. 

Greany undertaken for all tlie butchers 
that they would get payment ?— Not to my know- 
ledge. 

5885. Had you and lie had any conference about 
voting ? — Never a word between us. 



5886. Were you not an agent ? — I was not. 

5887. You were working yourself as well as voting ? 
— I believe I was. 

5888. The butchers, I believe, all generally go 
together ? — Well, we are left to our oivn opinion. 

5889. But generally tliat opinion is all the one 
way ? — We generally go together. 

5890. And in going together you not only give 
your votes but make a good deal of noise for the 
person on whose side you happen to be ? — We do our 
best in that way. 

5891. There is a meeting generally before the 
election, at which you meet and talk among your- 
selves ? — No, indeed, there ai-e different opinions. 

5892. Tell me, are you all vei-y fond of Greany, 
that you generally go with him ?— Well, indeed wo 
are under no compliment to hhn, for my part. 

5893. Has he more influence than anybody else 
with you ? — I do not say he has. 



J OHN Egan sworn and examined. 



5894. {Chief Commissioner.) Are you a freeman : 
— les. 

5895. What ti-ade ? — ^Butcher. 

5896. For whom did you vote at the last election ; 
1 voted for Colonel French and Lord Dunkellin. 

fartf^”' money from Semple ? — Not a 

5898. From anybody ?— Not a fraction. 

50A ■ I ’lad. 

5900. For whom did you vote then ? — I believe I 
I generally voted for him. 

o901. Did you get 3Z. from Greany ?— I think I got 



S think Igot4Z. 

election " ** ®!®®tion ? — It was after the 



5904. Had you agreed witli Greany, during the 
election, for your vote ? — I never had a word with 
him on the subject. 

5905. Were not you with the rest of the butchers, 
making a noise ? — I am a freeman since 1832 ; and 
I- never got a blow, or never gave one. 

5906. You never meddle with riots ?— I vote for 
the man I think proper, and never meddle in any- 
thing else. 

5907. pid you give your vote without money ? — 
On my oath, I would vote for Mr. Blake as soon 
without money as if I never got a penny. 

5908. Are you a tenant of his ? — I am not. I am 
a Tipperary man. I came liere 40 years ago with the 
army, and my cluixacter has been untouched since. 

S2 



J. Callaghan. 
10 Oot. 1857. 



John Mannion. 



Joseph Regan. 



JohnEyan. 
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John Egan. 
10 Oct 1857. 



James Hynes. 



E. Callahan. 



E, Costello. 



Printed image 



5909. Did you vote for Colonel French ? — I did, 
by my word, and I would go to my native county to 
vote for him, and I never expected compensation or 
remuneration from liim. 

5910. Had you given any services, independent of 
voting at that election were you got the Al. that we 
spoke of ? — All I could influence I advised to vote for 
liim. 

591 1. Did you go about canvassing for him ? — If I 
knew anybody that I knew in the town I would tell 
him to vote for Mr. Blake, that he was an honourable 

5912. Who brought you down to get the Al. ? — I 
came in myself when I heard it was going, and I went 
to Greany. 



5913. Now, on your oath, wlren you gave your 
vote, had you any expectation that you would get 
money from Mr. Martin Joseph Blake ? — On my 
oath it was not upon that principle I went ; I knew 
if it was given I would get it, but it was not upon that 
principle. I can live independent of bribery. 

5914. You say if it were given you knew you would 
get it ? — That is what I would say. 

5915. But when you were giving your vote — ^ — ? 
— I did not mind so much whether it was given or not. 
I knew if it was given I would be included ; and if it 
was not itself I would vote for A. O’Flaherty and 
Lord Dunkellin. 



James Hykes sworn and examined. 



5916. {Chief Commissioner.') Are you a freeman ? 
— Yes. 

5917. For whom did you vote ? — Lord Dunkellin 
and Colonel French. 

5918. Did you get any money from Mr. Semple ? — 
Tliirty shillings from Mr. Semple in two months after 
the election. 

5919. Had you a vote the time before ? — No, my 
registry ran out. 

5920. Had you any conversation with Mr. Semple 
or Mr. Carter during the election ? — I had no conver- 
sation with Semple, to the best of my knowledge, for 
three weeks or a month after the election. 

5921. During the election had you with Mr. Carter? 
— Not a sentence. 



5922. Who induced you to give half your vote to 
Lord Dunkellin ? — A man of the name of David 
Heneiy. 

4923. Was he an active agent of Lord Dunkellin’s ? 
— No, only a kind of under-agent. 

5924. Did he say Lord Dunkellin was a good 
fellow, and that there would be plenty of money 
going ? — I had no idea of money. 

5925. You had no idea of it when you wei’e giving 
your vote? — No hopes whatsoever of getting any money. 

5926. Did Henery say he would put you on a list ? 
— He did. 

5927. Did you hear, before the time you voted, 
that Lord Dunkellin gave a great deal of money 
among his friends ?— -I heard tell of it, but that is all 
I knew about it. 



Patrick Cai.lahan sworn and examined. 



5928. {Chief Commissioner.') You are a freeman ? 
— Yes. 

5929. What trade you ? — Butcher. 

5930. For whom did you vote at the last election ? 
— For Colonel French and Lord Dunkellin. 

5931. Did you get 30s. from Mr. Semple ? — No. 

5932. From any man ? — Never a halfpenny at all. 

5933. Did you get any money, goods, or money’s 
worth from anybody ? — No. 

5934. Had you got any money from Mr. Oliver ? 
— No. 

5935. Had you any dealings with Oliver ? — Never 
spoke a word to him during the election, or after it. 

5936. Had you a vote the time before ? — No. 



5937. Now are you quite certain you got nothing 
from Oliver ? — Not a halfpenny I got from the man. 

5938. Is there any other man named Pat Callahan? 
— No, there is not. 

5939. A butcher ? — ^I am the man. 

5940. Had you a vote the time before ? — No. 

5941. And do you swear positively now thatyou 
did not get money from Oliver ? — On my oath I 
never got a half-penny from the man, a shilling, six- 
pence, a pound, or a cro%vn. I never spoke a word 
to him during the election. 

5942. {Mr. Commissioner Leahy.') Did you speak 
to him before the election ? — No, nor before the elec- 
tion, since there was any talk of it. I believe he 
gave my wife Is. \d. ; he told some woman in the 
street that he had it for her. 



Edward Costet.i.o .sworn and examined. 



5943. {Chief Commissioner.) Are you a freeman ? 
— Yes. 

5944. Wliat trade are you ? — -A sawyer. 

5945. For whom did you vote ? — Lord Dunkellin 
and Colonel French. 

5946. Did you get money from Mr. Semple ?— I 
got 30s. some time either in May or June, I do not 
rightly know which. 

5947. Some time after the election ? — A couple of 
months. 

5948. Have you anything to say to Semple in the 
way of your trade ? do you work for him?— I work for 
his brother. 

5949. Was it his brother asked you to vote for 

Lord Dunkellin, or was it Semple himself ? He 

mentioned the matter, and I told him I did not 
rightly knou', I had not made up my mind ; and he 
advised me to vote for Colonel French and Lord 
Dunkellin. 

5950. He advised you ; did he say anything about 
your being satisfied, or the way Lord Dunkellin had 



paid at tlie last election ? — On my oath I did not 
know anything about it ; I never heard it. 

5951. But was not the statement that money would 
be giving the cause of your giving the half vote to 
Semple ? — On my oath I never got any money except 
that 30.9. 

5952. And wliy did you give him the vote ? — 
Because I had a wish to give him the vote. 

5953. Had you a vote the time before ? — I had not. 

5954. When were you first admitted a freeman ? — 
Tlie first time Mr. O’Flaherty set up I voted for 
him. 

5955. And why did you not vote with him in the 
second contest, when he and Mr. Mai’tin Blake stood 
against Lord Dunkellin ? — Because my registry was 
run out. 

6956. {Mr Commissioner Leahy.) Semple told you 
he would put do-vvn your name on a list., so that it 
would not be forgotten ? — He put it down. 

5957. You saw him ? — I did not see him, but he 
said he would. 
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Patrick l?EEi>iiAii sworn and examined. 



5958. {Chief Comtnissio7ier.') Ai’e you a freeman? 
— I am, since 1832. 

5959. For whom did you TOte?— This last election? 

5959a. Yes? — Colonel French and Lord Dunkellin. 

5960. Did you get 30s. from Mr. Semple? — I did. 

5961. After the election? — I believe, on or about 
the 9th of May, I was told he was giving some money; 
aud I went to him myself and spoke to him to get me 
an order for a cwt. of iron. I got the cwt. of iron, and 
then on the last day of May, was on Sunday, he 
called me in the street and told me to go to his own 
house at four o’clock, and I did, and he gave me 10s.; 
and the next morning, being the fii-st of June, he gave 
me an order for another cwt. of iron, being 10s., and 
that made up tlie entire 30s. 

5962. Who asked you to vote for- Lord Dunkellin at 
that election? — No one. 

5963. Did you vote entirely from yourself when 
voting for Lord Dunkellin? — I voted for Colonel 
French and gave a split to Lord Dunkellin. 

5964. Why did you vote for him? — Because I 
desired to do so. 

5965. Were you de.sired by anybody? — I was not. 

5966. Ai-e you in any way connected with Semple 
or his brother? — In no way, only that I buy rod-iron 
from his brother. 

5967. You know him in the way of business? — I 
do, I'ery well. 



5868. Did he ask you to vote for Lord Dunkellin ? 
— No; he did not. 

5969. Did Mr. Carter?— No. 

5970. Whose tenant ai-e you ? — I am tenant to 
Mr. Taylor of Athenry. 

5971. Did you vote the time before this, in 1852? 
— I did. 

5972. For whom? — Mr. Martin Joseph Blake. 

59/3. 1 believe you got some money from Mr. 

Blake, was it for your services?, It was as a door- 
keeper and going of messages. 

5974. Wliat was the exact sum you got, do you 
recollect?— Mr. Murphy told me he would give me 
U. for my exertions, and I got D. and 2s. 6J. 

5975. Had you promised Mr. O’Flaherty to vote 
for him in your own shop? — No, I did not promise 
him. 

5976. Mr. Flaherty states that you first refused to 
vote for him on account of his absence from the 
Mayiiooth division, but that you afterwimds shook 
hands with him and promised to vote for him; liad 
Mr. O’FIaherty’s vote or absence on the Maynooth 
question anything to do -with your voting for Lord 
Dunkellin? — I do not care who he voted for, or what 
he voted for, I would vote for anybody I cliose. Many 
a person promised a thing and broke it after; and I 
was one of them. 



P. Needham. 
10 Oct. 1857. 



Wii.LiAii McAulky sworn and examined. 

5977. {Chief Commissioner.) Are you a freeman ? 

—I am. 



5978. Wliat trade? — A butcher. 

5979. For whom did you vote at the last election? 
— For Colonel French. 

5980. Anyone else? — ^No. 

5981. Did you get any money or money’s worth? 

I looked for none, was promised none, and got 
none. 



5982. Had you a vote before ? did i-on get 3/. 
from Greany? — I did. 

5983. While the election ^vas going on, did you 
hear there would be 3Z. a liead for the butchers, 
or any money? — I did not. 

5984. Did you see Greauy about it while the elec- 
tion was going on, or was it Waldron told you? I saw 

him in a room with a few others after the election. 

5985. Are you one of Waldron’s party? No; I 
disavow any connexion with him. 



W. McAuUy. 



John Oliver recalled and further examined. Oliver 

5986. {Chief Commissioner.) Did you give Calla- I stated that his wife got a very small quantity of 

ban any money during the last election? — I did not; flour, I think, a night or two previous to the election. 



Sajieel Montgosiery sworn and examined. 



5987. {Chief Commissioner.) Did your wife get 

2s. 9d. from Mr. Oliver after the last election? 

I cannot swear ; but I know she got a stone of 
flour. 

5988. Had you a vote yourself ? — I had. 

5989. For whom did you vote at the last election? 
— For Colonel French and Lord Dunkellin. 

5990. Did you get money from any person ? No 

money from any party. 

5991. Was it promised to you ? — They did make a 
promise. 

5992. Wlio promised you ? — Mr. Semple and 
Mr. Carter. 

5993. But since the election you have not got it ? 

-I have not. 



5994. But you have been asking for it, and have not 
got it ? — Not a single thing. 

5995. Were they saying anything about paying 
when this Commission would he over ? — No. 

5996. Had you a vote the time before, in 1852 ? — I 
was out of the registry. 

5997. Did you promise at the last election that you 
would vote for Mr. O’Flaherty, aud say that you 
would go with John Oliver and with nobody else? — I 
did not promise to vote for Mr. O’Flaherty. 

5998. Did your wife get that Hour pending the 
election?— No it was not; she got it while Mr. Pat. 
Blake was here. 



S. Montgomery. 



John Oliver recalled and further examined. 



5999. {Chief Cojumissioner.) Do you know a 
the name of Edward Hynes?— I do; a buih 
London upon the petit 
Wl. Precisely; the very man. Did you see 
oa the day of the polling in town here?— I did. 



6002. Wlien he came in here first, did he tell you 
for whom he was going to vote? — He told me he was 
going to vote for O’Flaherty. 

6003. Did he tell you first he was going to vote for 
Lord Dunkellin?— I do not recollect that he did. 

S3 



John Oliver. 
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Mm Oliver. 6004. Eepeat the conversation that passed between 
- you and him? — He told me lie had come a considerable 

10 ct. 1857. distance to vote, and I was trying to gain him for 
' Mr. O’Flaherty as well as I could ; I believe I 
made him some promise if he would vote for 
O’Flalierty. 

6005. And the result of your making the promise 



w^s, that he did finally vote for O’Flaherty? Hg 

6006. Did he get any money or a sealed cai-d? I 

understand that he got the money for the card at the 
pigeon-hole, but he wrote to me saying that he did 
not receive any; and he claimed just as much for 
expense, after getting the 21. as if'he had never 
got it. 



i ^r, John Gill. 



Mr. John GtILl recalled, and further examined. 



6007. {Chief Commissioner.) Is vrhfit Hynes swore 
about you true? — It is not true; not a word of it. 

6008. What passed between you and him really? 

I did not see him at all until late in the day. I did 
not see him until the polling was over; he came to me 
then. 

6009. Here is what he stated about you in the 

evidence befoi’e the Parliamentary Committee : “ Did 
“ Gill say anything to you ? — He was canvassing 
“ me to vote and I told him I would vote for whom 
“ I liked. I did not mudi like him, and I took 
“ him up short.” “ Did he offer you auythmg ? He 



‘ offered me no sum of money, but he held out his 
‘ hand and said, ‘ I will give you that for your vote ’ 
‘ holding out his hand in that manner {describing it). 
‘ He offered mo no sum of money ; he said, ' I -wiii 
‘ ‘ give you that for half your vote, go wherever you 
“ ‘ like for the other.’ I told him I would go for 
“ Lord Dunkellin, and I did not want any money for 
“ my vote.” Did that occur ? — .It did not. 

6010. And you had no conversation afall with him 
before he voted ? — I had no conversation with him 
until after he voted. 



John Oliver. 



3 OHN Oliver recalled, and further examined. 



6011. {Chief Commissioner.) Hynes said you were looking 
kind, Mr. Gill holding out his hand ? — No, I was not. ° 



on ; were you by at any ti-ansaction of that 



JonN-GiLL-furtlier examined. 



6012. {Chief Comrnissioner.) Did you hold out and I was more than surprised when I heard it, for I 
'■om.' hand . I never held out my hand in that way, did not see him until late in the day. 



John Oliver. 



3 OHN Oliver further examined. 



6013. {Chief Commissioner.) I think you said he 
went with you to the tally-room, and that he went arid 
got a card ; you know he got the 21. after ?— I under- 
stand he did. 

6014. {Mr. Commissioner White.) Did he make 
any stipulation with you that he should be paid his 
travelling expenses ? — No, lie did not. 

6015. It was 2^. for his vote ?— Yes, and he claimed 
his travelling expenses afterwards. 

6016. {Chief Commissioner.) Did you ever give 
Dcrham any money at the last election ? — He got some 
money, I believe, in the shop, but it was on his otvn 
account ; he was working for me at the time. 

6017. I am requested to ask you whether there was 
any conversation between you and Mr. Naughten be- 
fore the last election as to his being employed for 
money, or to be paid for any services at the election ? 
— There was some slight conversation, I recollect ; I 
believe the purport of it was chiefly to guai-d me 
against laying out my own money in the election, and 
to take care would I be tricked. 



6018. Did he express a wish to be engaged, or to 
make anything of the election ? — He told me he had 
not been engaged as yet ; I inferred from that that he 
might wish to be. 

6019. Was this before Colonel French came down ? 
—I believe it was before Mr. Pat. Blake was here. 

6020. . Was that before the election ? — I do not think 
it was very long before the election. 

6021. Colonel Fi’ench was not in the town at that 
time ?■ — I believe he was not. 

6022. {Mr. Commi^siorier Leahy.) Did Mr. Naughten 
offer you his services for Mr. O’Flaherty ? — He did ' 
not, but he told me he was not engaged. I would be 
inclined to Naughten if I could, for I think him a smart 
clever person ; he appeared to be reluctant to engage 
with me, and seemed to have a party of his own. 

6023. Did he make any pecuniary terms with you 
whatever ? — He did not ; he appeared to be reluctant 
to engage with me. Mr. Naughten is a brother-in-law 
of my own. 



M. Sullivan, 



Michael Sullivan sworn and examined. 



6024. {Chief Commissioner.) You are a freeman ? 
— Yes. 

6025. A butcher ? — Yes. 

6026. For whom aid you vote ut tlio last election ? 
— For Colonel French and Lord Dunkellin. 

6027. Did you receive any money at the election? 
—Not a farthing. 

6028. Or value ?— No ; I do not remember that I 
got anything, if I did not drink a couple bottles of 
ginger beer or pop, I do not know w’hich. 

6029. Was there any meeting of the butchers at 
the last election ? — There was. 

6030. To consider which way they would go ? 

There was ; and we were spoken to by Mr. Carter. 
He came and he .spoke to me, and I believe we had a 
few words, and he told me to meet lihn in Itilroy’s 



ball-room, and so I did meet him there. We sat down, 
and he bai'gained to give 41. a split for every man 
that would split for him of the butchers. 

6031. And besides your votes you were to make a 
good deal of noise and other matters of that kind ? — 
That understanding was in the engagement. Any 
man that was to split was to get 41. 

6032. And to give their seiwices in every way ? — I 
am not going to injure myself for any man. I do not 
know whether it was for service or for votes, but there 
was no money then. He made me send him in a list, 
he forced me ; so I did send him in a list, and I believe 
there was another list went in afterwards. 

6033. How many names were there on your list ? — 
Sixteen, I believe. 
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6034. Was Waldron on yours ? — No. 

6035. Yours was a sepaa-ate list ? — It was quite 

separate. 

6036. And do not you think lie lias acted badly iu 
not paying the 4?. ? — That I cannot judge. 

6037. lias he made any excuse for not paying ? 

He mentioned tJiat there was a Commission to come 
round, when the whole matter was to he known. To 
the best of my belief he made me write a letter to the 
Eai-1 of Clanricarde to ask for the butchers all round. 

6038. But they have not got that amount ? — 
Never a farthing. 

6039. But the excuse is that the Commission was 
coming round ? — I believe that is it. 

6040. The time before, had you a vote ? Oh, I 

had in 1852 and 1847, and I do not know how many 
in all. 

6041. How did you vote in 1852 ? — O’Flaherty 
and Martin Joseph Blake. 

6042. Did you get any money in 1852 ? — I did, 57. 

6043. Was it after the election ? — It was on the 
8th of August, and on the 12th of July it was 
concluded. 

6044. You all came down that day and got the 
money all round ? — We did. 



6045. That came from Mr. Martin .losepli Blake ? Sullivan. 

rrom his side, I mean. _ 

I" 1852, when you voted for Blake and I®”. 

U hlaiierty, had you any conversation with Greany 

Uuring the election, about the way the butchers would 
S?.,; . 1 believe there was a conversation with Bai'tloy 
Killian, that time j I believe he promised them so 
much a man. 

6047- Well, they kept their word that time ?— 
tiihl^ 

6048. Were you at that conversation ?— I was 
listening to it. 

6049. Did he say tlie exact sum, or only tliat they 
were to giye so much a liead ?— I believe he men- 
tioned they were to be at 67. a head. 

6050. And did he say that was too much ?— First 

he declined giving it, but when he saw it wsis coming 
to a hard tackle, he agreed. ^ 

6051. For 67. ?— I believe he agreed ibr 67., but 
they were cut dmvn after. 

6052. To how much ?— They were cut down to 
61. a man. 

6053. Except you, who got 57. ?— I got 57., and a 
few more of us, because I exerted myself at the 
same time. 



any 



Thomas Lee recalled, and further examined. 

60S4. {aief Commissi^r.) Were yon present at conversation at all, —at all preTlons to fl.o el™ 
ly bargain with any of the butchers? — No, I was tion. - ■. ^ us to the elec- 

_ 6058. Were you not sent for by Mr. Pierce Joyce 

in order to bring you down to Mr. Murphy to 
ascertain what tlie bargain with the butchers was > 
you were sent to ascertain what was the exact 
bargain ? — I was present. 

“If,’"'™ y™ preserit when Mr. Kilroy said it 



6055. Between Mr. P. Joyce and anybody ? — I 
had rather not answer. 

6056. Oh ! but you must ? — Pardon me, I do not 
like to be answering those questions. 

6057. You. must state what occurred? They 

were not present at all, the butchers. I had no was 37. ?_i\vas,'^anri7aid was^^^ 



6060. {.Chief Commissioner^ Are you a freeman ? 
— I am. 

. 6061. For whom did you vote at the last election ? 
—Colonel Fi^ench and Lord Dunkellin. 

6062. Did you get money from Mr. Semple ? — ^No. 

6063. From Mr. Carter ? — No. 

6064. Did you get any money wha^tever at tiie last 
election? — Two or thi-ee days before it. I got 2s. 6<7. 
from a friend of mine, but I do not know whether it 
was his own money, or what money it was. 

6065. Before the election ? — Yes. 

6066. In the street ? — He is a friend of my own. 

6067. Had you a vote the time before ? — I had. 

6068. For vdiom did you vote then ? — Martin 
Joseph Blake and Anthony O’Fiaherty. 

6069. What trade are you ? — Nailer. 



Edward Mooney sworn and examined. 



Blake and 

0 Flaherty, did you get an order for goods ?— I was 
over some men, and a 10s. order was given in that 
quarter of the town. 

6071. Was it an order for goods.on a shop?— Any- 
thing they chose to tiike. 

shop^^' ^ pnbUc-house and 

6073. Might they take it home, or drink it there ? 
—They might if they like. 

,6074. Do you recollect how much in money it 
was ?— I think about 10s. . 

6075. Were there many together ?— There was the 
whole quay side. We got the names of the voters in 
tlie district, and we were to bring up voters, myself 
and another man ; and we did as well as we could ; 
but we never liandled a halfpenny for it. 



12. Mooney. 



James Doodey sworn and examined. 



6076. {Chief Contmissio7ier.) Are you a freeman 
— Yes. 

6077. What trade? — lam a freeman tliese many 

yeai’s. ■' 

60(8. Are you a corporation freeman ? Why, 

O’Hara paid 17. for me for my freedom. 

b079. For whom did you vote at tlie last election ? 

For Colonel French and the lord. 

6080. Did you get any money from Mr. Semple or 
ivir. barter ?— He met me of a day in the street when 
X had got no money, but he gave me a little money 



until I would be able to work ; lie said he would give 
me a little money out of his own pocket, hut that it 
was not election money. 

6081. Did lie ever give yon tlie 30s. ' l,o was giving 

to the rest ?— No, indeed. ^ 

6082. Did he ever tell you why he was giving you 
so ht le, compared to the rest ? _ lie told lie paid 
me, that he did not get money at elections. 

6083. Had you a vote at tlie election before this ? 
— JNo, I had not got my name down. 



James Dooley. 



Patrick Sullivan sworn and examined. 
— I^am' ^ Commissioner.) Are you a freeman ? 

6085. A butcher ?_Yes. • 



6086. Did you vote at the last election ?— I did. 

6087. For whom ? — Colonel French and no or 
se. 

S4 
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■ “ 6088. Did you gefc any money, money’s wortli, or 

, ^ goods at the last election ? — Not a ha’portli. 

’ ■ 6089. Did you vote the time before ? — I did, at the 

election before that. 

6090. Did you vote for Mr. Martin Joseph Blake ? 
— I did, and for Mr. O’Flaherty. 

6091. Did you get 3Z. or any money from Greany ? 
— There was 3^. given the day after the election. 



6092. Who canvassed you during the election to 
vote, who agreed with you the way you were to go ? 
—No one agreed with me, but all the butchers went 
the same way. I went to vote for O’Flaherty, and 
when I went up I gave a split betweeu them. 

6093. Did you hear of the 6Z. n-head agreement 

with Mr. Kilroy that Michael Sullivan alluded to ? 

I M'as not with them when they went in that way. 



Martin Walsh sworn and examined. 



\_Thc taitness being only able to speak h-ish, an 
interpTeter named Martin Naughton was 
sworn to interpret the fmestions and answers 
faithfully^ 

6094. {Chief Commissioner.) Are you a freeman or 
a ratepayer ? — I do not know %vhat I am ; I pay taxes. 

6095. Did you vote at the last election ? — I did. 

6096. For whom ? — O’Flalierty and Lord Dun- 
kellin. 



6097. Did you get money at Oliver’s pigeon-hole 
21. on a card of Dr. Browne’s ? — ^Not a fai-thing. ’ 

6098. Did you get any money whatever at the last 
election ? Not a farthing. 

6099. Did you take a cai’d to Dr. Browne to seal it 
for you ? — 1 did not, I did not go in it. 

6100. Had you a vote at the former election ?— I 
had not. 



Dr. James V. Broivne recalled, and further examined. 



6101. {Chief Commissioner.) Look at Martin Walsh 
and see whether you recollect his bringing a card to 
you to be sealed at the last election ? — I do not 
remember the man’s face, any more than many others, 
but there is acircumstance connected with that card that 
makes me recollect it. There were four cards not to 
be had at the time of the petition, and it was necessary 
to make search for these four cai-ds, in order to get 
them up ; they were four cards that had been sealed ; 
this man got one of them, so that either this man or 
some of his people must have taken the card on the 
day of polling and got it sealed ; but it is quite possible 
that a tliird person might have brought it up. 

6102. {Chief Commissioner to Martin Walsh.) Did 
you get any cm-d I'rom any body ? — I did. 



6103. What did you do with it ?— I put it in mv 

pocket. •' 

6104. Wliat became of it ultimately, where is it 
noiv ? — It melted in my pocket. 

6105. {Mr. Commissioner Leahy to Dr. Browne.) 
Was there money got on that card ?— Money was 
given, because after these cards were given out 
these four were made and did not come for pay- 
ment, and there had been money sent for the purpose 
of redeeming and taking up these four cards ; 
and in this way some member of his family iniiy 
have got the money, because it was given, but the 
man being a countryman he may not have got it 
himself. 



John Duffy. 



John Duffy .sworn and examined. 



6106. {Chief Commissioner.) Are you a freeman ? 

— Yes. 

6107. WQiat trailc ? — Slater. 

6108. For whom did you vote at the last election ? 
— Colonel French and Lord Dunkellin. 

6109. Did you get any money from Semple or 
Carter ? — I got it from Semple. 

6110. How much ? — Thirty shillings. 

6111. After the election ? — Yes. 



6112. During the election, had you heard anything 

about that 305. or about any money? No; ho 

promised me no money. 

6113. Had you a vote at the election before?— 
No. 

6114. Had Semple asked you to vote ? I was in 

the habit of working for him. 

6115. And he asked you to vote ? — He did, and I 
would like to do what he likes. 



W. Walsh. 



WiLLiAJi Walsh sworn and examined. 



6116. {Chief Commissioner.) Are you a freeman? 
— Yes. 

6117. Wliat ti'ade ?— Painter and glazier. 

6118. For whom did you vote at the last election ? 
— Lord Dunkellin and Colonel French. 

61 19. Did you get any money from Mr. Semple ? 

I did, M in two instalments. 

6120. Was it for yourself and your son ? — It was ; 
he is specified. 

6121. It was given to you in instalments ? — Yes, it 
was given to me. 

6122. Do you work for Semple ?— Never. I always 
supported any parties of the Marble Hill family that 
came forward. 



6123. You support any Burke ; have you always 
done that ? — I have. 

6124. If that is the case, why did you vote for 
Colonel French ? — I voted for him through an old act 
of gratitude. I was under pai-ticular obligations to 
his sister, the nun. At one period the Colonel sent 
home sums to be distributed among the poorer classes 
of Galway, particularly those who had once been, 
respectable, and his sister was so kind as to rank me 
with families that had once been respectable, and she 
gave my -wife 21. 4s. id., and in compliment for that I 
voted for the Colonel, and I never opened my lips to 
the man up to the period of the election. 



James O’Brien s 

6125. {Chief Commissio7ier.) Are you a freeman? 
—No, indeed, I am not. I am a victualler by trade, 
and my name is not on the list at all. 

6126. Were you a voter at the election before this ’ 

—No. 



orn and examined. 

6127. Then you have not a vote ; did you take a 
list of voters to Mr. Mui-phy, or iinybody else ? — I 
think I took a list to Mr. Coll Rochfort. 

6128. Did you mention anything about what tlie 
butchers would expect ? — Why, indeed, I do not think 
there was a butcher at all on it. 
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6129. But were they freemen that were on it ? 

IVell, I believe they were. 

6130. Was that list a list of voters or of men to 
make a tumult and noise during the election ? — It was 
for a Jioise during the election and for a little drink. 

6131. Did yon say to any other gentleman that 51. 
a head was what the persons on your list, or upon the 
the list of any one else, should get ? — 0)t the virtue of 
iny oath I never did. 



6132. Did ^you ever try to make terms for the 
butchers — 2\o. He called me one day when he was 
on horseback and I was sitting on the railings, and he 
asked me M-hy I did not hand in a list as well as 
anothei-, or something to that effect. 

6133. Did you make out a li.st ? — I made out a list 
and a few parties with me. I did not say how many 
pounds a head it Avas worth, hut I got a few pounds 
myselt in 1852. I believe I was acting as an agent. 



William Matthews s 

6134. {Chiflf Commissioner.) Ai-e you a freeman’ 
_I am. 

6135. What trade ? — A baker by trade. 

6136. For wliom did you vote at the last election ? 
—I did not vote at the last election. 

6137. Had you a vote in 1852 ? — I had. 

6138. For wlioin did you vote then ? — I voted for 
Mr. O’Flaherty and Mr. Martin Joseph Blake. 

6139. Did you get an order for goods or money at 
that time ? — I did not. 

6140. Did you get money to give away, or did you 
give orders ? — I did not. 

6141. Did Mr. Murphy himself pay you any money ? 
— He did uot. 

6142. Do you mean to say tliat neither before, 
during, or after the election money was paid to you 
on any account whatever, either as an agent or for 
sei-vices ? — I received no money ; but I am not going 
to prevaricate in any -way, and I was working in the 
country, in Ougliterard, and of course I was under 
expenses in coming from Oughterard, leaving my 
work there for four or five days; and I happened to 
be in Galway, and when this election came on, I asked 
for my travelling expenses as usual. 

6143. What did you actually get for your expenses 
for coming from Oughterard, and your four or five 
(lays absence from -work ’ — Well, I will tell you 
exactly ; I had an iuterviev' with Mr. J. Blake, and I 
told him I would be on for Oughterard in the morn- 
ing, and it was right ho should give me my ear fare 
to Oughterard, and he gave me my car fare, 2s. Gd., 
that is Bianconi’s chai-ge. 



vorn and examined. 

6144. How much money did you get altogether ?— 
I went to Oughterard the following mornin*’’. 

6145. ^ How much did you get altogether ?— My 

impression is that I received no money hut that 
2s. Gd. •' 

6146. But what more did you receive ? As I 

remarked before, I am not going to jn-evaric’ate from 
what I got ; at the expiration of the inoiitli my wife 
got from j\Ir. Pat. Murphy, I believe, to the amount of 
1/. 15s. or H. 17s. Gd. ; she Avas to get 21., hut the 
2s. Gd. I got for the cai- fare was to he stopped out of 
it ; T got it for my expenses. 

6147. {Mr. Commissioner Leahy.) But it ivas not 
for your vote ?— It Avas a month after that 1 received 
it. 

6148. I-IoAV many days were you from vouv Avork ? 
— About, I cannot say exactly, I think from .Satur- 
day to Wednesday. 

6149. Why did you spend so much time here, could 
yon not liave come one day and gone back the next ’ 
— Sunday interfered. 

6150. But yon do not cliarge for Avorkiiig on Sun- 
day ? — Our business interferes Avitli Sunday. 

6151. Were you a journeyman baker at Ouglite- 
rard ? — I Avas. 

6152. IIoAv much Avages Avere you paid there? — I 
used to e-aim some weeks 17 os. and ofliers that Avas task 
work I Avould earn 1/. and so on ; it AA'as by the hue I 
Avas paid, hut on my oath if I had been living in the 
town of Galway I Avould not lake a penny, hnt I 
think it fair and right tliat I should he alloAved my 
expenses. 



Tiio.aias Saaiet sworn find examined. 



6153. {Chief Commissioner.) Are you a freeman ? 
I am. 

6154. Wliat trade ? — Shoemaker. 

6155. For AA’hom did you vote at the last election ? 
— Colonel French and Lord Dunkellin. 

6156. Did you receive any money from Semple ? — 
I did. 



6157. IIoAv much ? — 17 15s. 

6158. After the election ? — Yes. 



6159. During the election had Mr. Semple canvassed 
you ? — No. 

6160. Had his brother ? — No. 

6161. Mr. Carter ? — No. 

6162. Whom did you speak to during the election, 
about giving your vote to Lord Dunkellin ? — T avus 
Jiot canvassed ; 1 Avent voluntainly myself, and voted 
Avithout any person asking me. 

6163. Had you a vote at the election before this ? 

No. 



WiLLiAAt Walsh, jun.. 

6164. {Chief Commissioner.) You voted at the 
last election for Lord Dunkellin and Colonel French ? 
— I did. 

6165, Your father got 30$. for you from Mr. 
Semple ? — So he told me. 

^ 6166. Did it never come to you ? — I never received 

6167. {Mr. Commissioner Leahy.) You knew your 
father had it ? — I kneAv he got it. 

6168. Do you live Avith him ? — I do. 



sworn and examined. 

6169. And you left it for the expenses of the 
house ? — I suppose so. 

6170. {Chief Commissio7ier.) Hoav came you to 
vote for Lord Dunkellin ? Avho asked you ? you AA'Oiit 
Avith your father? — Yes. 

6171. {Mr. Commissioner Ideally.) Did your father 

tell you lie had got the money for yourself ’ lie told 

me in a fenv hours aftenvards. 

6172. You did not Avant to have any difference 
about making him pay yon? — No. 

6173. You left it so?— I did. 



James Kelly SAvorn and examined. 



6174. {Chief Commissioner.) Are you a freeman? 



6175. 

6176. 
For Mr, 



What trade? — Nailer. 

For Avhom did you vote at the last election?-— 
O’Flaherty and Lord Dunkellin, 



6177. Did yon get money at Oliver’s for a card 
of Dr. BroAvne’s? — I did, a long time after I voted; 
T kncAv nothing about the pigeon-hole ;• Oliver 
came to my house with it about five [or six hours 
after. 

T 



J. O’Brien. 
10 Oct. 1857. 



W. Mattheas, 



Thomas Swift. 



W. Wahhyjun. 



James Kelly. 
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^ y- 6178. To youroM'nliouse? — Yes; but if never a penny 
10 Oct 1857 i would vote for O’Flaherty; always did. 

' 6179. And Oliver came to your house about four 

hours aftertvarcls ; what did be do ? — He told me some 
money was going; to get a ticket. I told him I had no 
ticket ; that Gunning had it. 

6180. Wiio is he?-^ohn Gunning? he is a tanner, I 
believe. I -went immediately and got a ticket, and 
Oliver signed it, and I brought it to Mr. Browne, 
and he put a stamp on it; at the same time I did not 
expect it. 

■ 6181. Well, how much did you get? — Two pounds. 

6182. Did you get any other money? — I did, to the 
amount of 13s. 

6183. From whom? — Oliver.' 

6184. From Oliver himself, separate from the 
pigeon-iiole? — Yes. 



6185. Had you avotsatthe election before this’— T 

had. ' ^ 

6186. For whom did yon vote that time?— For 
O’Flaherty and Lord Dunkellin. 

6187. Did you at that time get any money? No. 

6188. Did you know that money was going in Nun’s 

Island? — I heard in the evenijig; I did not go to look 
after it. 

6189. Yon did not hear it till all was over?— No- 

if 1 did I would not let it go, any more than the other- 
I would he a foolish man if I would. ' ’ 

6190. You never lieai-d it till the bank bad stopped 

payment? — No; I thought no such thing -ivas goin» as 
payment at any time. I voted for Mr. O’Flahertv 
and never received a penny until the last election, and 
I did not expect it then, until Oliver c;une to mv 
house. •’ 



Joseph Kelet sworn and examined. 



6191. (Chief Commissioner.') Are you a freeman. 
KeIIy?_I am. 

6192. For whom did you vote at the last election? 
— I voted for Colonel French and Lord Dunkellin. 

6193. Did you receive money from Mr. Semple?— 
I did. 

6194. Tliirty shillings after the election? — Yes. 

6195. What trade are you? — Painter and glazier. 

6196. Does Mr. Semple employ you in his business? 
— often work for him. 

6197. Did he ask you during the election to give a 
split to Lord Dunkellin?— On my oath he never did. 

6198. How came you to give a vote ? which do you 
care more for,JColonol I'reneh or Lord Dunkellin ? why 

did you give Lord Dunkellin a half-vote? I will tell 

you that; I asked Colonel Frcncli in the morning, 
would I plump for him or not, and he said not. 

6199. And you were directed to givo the other half 
to Lord Dunkellin ? — I was. 

6200. Had you been asking Mr. Semple for money 
after or before you voted to please liim ? — Never. 

6201. Had you a vote the time before ? Yes. 

6202. Forwhomdidyouvotetbattime ? Mi-.Blake 

and Mr. O’Flaherty. 

6203. Did you get an order for goods that time 
from anyone ? — I did. 

6204. For how much did you get an order for 
goods ? — To the best of my belief a pound’s worth 



between two of us ; Charles Ryder got an order and 
we shared it ; Ryder is dead, I believe. 

6205. There was a pound bet-^^een you and Ryder ? 
— Tbere was. 

6206. Did you get money from Mr. Murphy in 1852, 
as well as an order for goods ? — I did. 

6207. How much money did you get from Mr. Mur- 
phy in cash at the time ?— I got 21. for painting the 
boards. 

6208. What boards ? — Tho boards of the committee 
rooms. 

6209. Wiiat were you painting on them ? That 

they were Mr. Blake’s tally-rooms or his committee 
rooms. 

6210. Do you mean to say you got 21. for doing 
that ? — I do. 

6211. How much is that a letter ?— It is not by the 
letter I was paid. 

6212. Did you get 21. from Greany, and Mr. Mur- 
phy’s order ? — I did. 

6213. Why, you were a very valiiable man ; how 
much more did you get ? did you get any more than 
that order and tlie 21., and another 21. that yon got from 
Greany ?— I got ll. out of H. 3^. Zd. tliat I spent ; I 
got it from Mr. Pat Muq)hy. 

6214. You generally fell in for money, I think, 
where there was any going ; I would like to know 
whether or not you got more ? — I painted boards for 
the other sides too. 



, Hr. James V. Browne recalled, and further examined. 

J. V. Browne. 

6215. (C/Ke/‘ Commssione?-.) When you were ex- a hint to take care of Halo ; that Hale had been a mau 

aminod formerly, you stated ^v^lat I shall now read to who had been treacherous to a friend before, and, in 
you. “ I know one man named Hale, a bootmaker ; fact, that Mr. M. J. Blake had him turned out of liis 
‘‘ be wanted to get money directly from me ; he gave own committee rooms on a former occasion for some 
„ pci'haps even more, and then tricks which he had been playing ; and this, of course, 

„ said that it I would lodge so much money Avith made mo cautious with regard to him. But, however, 
Jiim, that he would secure a considerable mnnber of Hale stated to me then that he did not like to be seen 
voters. I declined to do that. I declined to have any coming to my house, for fear he would be seeu, and 
dealings with money, iind I had hoped tliei-e avouIcI would much rather meet me elsewhere ; and he made 
nave been none.” Noav, is Hale, who is standing an appointment then to meet me at the lock gate of 
'r'oi’o ? — J'hat is the man. the canal. I Avas coming out of toAvu accompanied by 

5 ■ noAv, do yoa adhere to that state- Mr, Bernard O’Flaherty, and Ave Avere returning home, 

ment . Oil . certainly ; the simple facts are these : — and Ai-hile I Avas coming to this point I stated to 
Hale canie to my house in the evening, and he stated Mr. Bei-nard O’Flaherty that I promised to meet Halo 
to me that lie had influence among a certain number tlie bootmaker on this canal, Avith one or tAi-o friends 
0 voters, and be then said he Avould come to me. I that he Avas to bring Avith him. I do not know avIio 
asiced now many they Avet-o, and hoAv lie could get these pai-ties Avere, I really forget ; but, hoAvever, 
tJiem. Ho said these Avould be Avith him on another Mr. Bernard O’Flaherty and myself both Aventiip tie 
night, and he would bring me a list of these persons canal to see Avhat Hale had clone or Avhat he Avas doing, 
AvJiom lie could manage ; he came then on another as I had great suspicion of him, and he then came up 
nignt, and he brought the list. I Avill not be posith-e and stated that lie had this number of -persons, and 
as to tlio iiumbei- ; I beg to be alloAved to alter that that he would require so much ; tluit, in fact, they 
^ Avould not vote unless they were satisfied at so much 

6217. liie Avordmgofyourstatementisnotpositive ahead. I think Mr. Bernard O’Flalierty can sub- 
on that pomt . -As to number it may be less or more, stantiate that part of the statement. With regard to 
but be brought me a list, and lie Avauted me to lodge the rest, it is mere swearing between Hale and myself^ 
money either in his OAvn hands or in those of some and you can only take my evidence for so much as it 
other person, to the amount of that list. Well, I got is Avorth. 
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6218. (C/ite/C'omm 2 s«o«er.) Do yourecollect being there he is ;■« 7 E,/ \ rp, 

with Dr. Browne ? did you see Hale at the time ?— I brought me eWn tlfe ^ 

was M'alkmg home from the club ; Dr. Browne said, there, I think ivitb tw« ^* 1 ’ 

“ Wait, and I will be with you,” and as I was going know who”iiey wie ^ I do not 

the same way, I waited ; he then said, “ Come this 6219. Did von 
“ way, I have promised to meet so and so.” I think them arguino- about 
ho mentioned Hale the bootmaker ; and the first day 6220 Did von l>nn . ^ 

of my examination that was the man whose name did; hut I dW not bnl money?—! 

I forgot, but I know his appearance very well, and money, or anythhig else!^ iimount of 



John Hale recalled, 

6222. (Chief Commissioner.) You have heard both 
these gentlemen examined ? — I hare. 

6223. Is it true or false that you went to 
Dr. Browne, and had the conversation with him that 
has been mentioned ?—I went to Dr. Browne, and 
had a conversation with him, and I will tell you how 
I was made an instrument of. 

6224. Answer simply, yes or no ?— Allow me now, 
it will clear up my chaa-aeter ; a gentleman in town, 
that 1 am under many compliments to, sent for me • 

I do not wish to mention his name. 

6225. You must tell his name ?— Alichael Dooley 
a hoot iuid shoe maker ; he sent for me, he is related 
to me, and I am under many compliments to him, 
and he told mo that he had suffered so much from 
electioneering, wliich I knew he had, for I had 
known him to be processed and distrained in 
electioneering. 

6226. Come to the conversation with Dr. Browne? 
—At any rate, I M^ent to Dr. Browne, and I told him 
who sent me to him. 

6227. 'Well ? — “ Well,” says lie, “ what do you 
link you can do?” “ Well,” said I, “ I can gather 

tile workmen, but they have no meetings, no house 
tor meeting, and they will be difficult to get ; and 
- It will be difficult to get them together, unless 
under some little expense.” 

<1 sum mentioned ?— No, nothing: 

well said he, “lye had a committee last night, and,” 
says he, “ they came to a resolution tliat if they 
could get eight men from each guild of trade in the 
towii, they would have the ball at the imp, and for 
that, says he, “ they are to get 37 a man.” 

6229. Well, did you bring Dr. Browne hack a list 

or the men . — As God is to judge me, never, by 
verbally or tbelist 1 never did ; but I will tell you 
about the canal now. - ^ 

6230. No, I want this to be answered about the 
list first ; did you bring a list of names to Dr. Browne 
01 persons who would vote with you ?— I did not. 
card ?— Not a list or 

6232. Did you tell him of one by word of mouth ? 
iNever,^ never. Now on the canal, I will explain it 

to you, If you will allow me. 

6233. This is the answer I want an explanation ofi 

i asked you did you give any list fo Dr. Browne 
01 men who would vote in any particular way, and 
wJio should be paid for their votes, and your reply was 
„ position I stand in, with one leg in the 

grave, and as I am to be judged, I never gave him, 
even verbally, the names of tlie freemen that 
would vote ?” — Never, never. 

6233a. Do you persist in saying that ?— I do' per- 
sist 111 saymg that. 

6234. ( Chief Commissioner to Dr. Browne.) Nou' 

bring 

vn??', to IMe.) Why did 

Lmhml ? ' '■“* cmiTersiiticiii ivlien you ivore first 

von nnt f formerly exiuiiincd, did 

70U not tell as much as you did now?— You did 



and further examined. 



i^ot inquire. I did not want to bring a second person 
to exclude Mr. Dooley from the matter. 
? You were sworn 

to tell the whole truth, and you did not ?— I did as it 
was asked of me. ’ 

6239. (Chief Commissioner.) You did not tell tlie 
whole truth ; I must say you answered veryuncandidly 
VV Jiat do you now say about tho canal ?— The canal • 
i live convenient to it, and on my oath I did not 
appoint to meet him that night. 

6240. Never mind whether you appointed or not ? 

i was at the canal ; I had to pass it. 

rvm V ■ conversation which Mr. Bernard 

0 Flaherty and Dr. Browne have both deposed to 
as to tho persons who would vote, and the money to 
be given .—I had a conversation with him, but I 
withdrew from them ; so much so, that the dav 
previous to tluit, I met him at a place called Ruxtoii’s- 
bridge, and I turned my back on him. 

6242. _ (Mr. Commissioner Leahy.) Did you make 

an a,ppointment witli him, on your oath, near the lock 
of the canal ?— On my oath, in the presence of my 
brod, I (lid not, never. •” 

6243. Aiid was it by mere chance you met Dr. 
Eiwne ,m,I Mr. Bernard O'FIahci'ty ai the loot ?- 
It was. I had to pass it ; I live very convenient to it, 
and I had to pass it in a sharp turn, and on my oath 

out that I met Dr. Browne 
and Mr. Bernard O’FInherty. 

Sfi- 5. ’’’"o ?-Tl.at is my eridonce. 

6240. IJiat you by chance coming that way and 
Dr Browne being in tliat vmy going towards l.oiue- 
IDr. Broxvne interposing : That is not my way home! 
-that you by chance met him there ; and on your 
oath you swear no^v- that you had not a conversation 
uiffi him there, m the presence of Mr. Bernard 
U i laherty, with respect to any money to he paid to 
voters . I swear that ; there was some money 
mentioned, though. ^ 

6246. 'lell us what it was, the money part of the 
conyersiitioii ?— He asked me If I eonld collect .my 
men and f told him that it was difficalt, as they had 
no place of meeting, “Did yon collcet any men ?” 
says he ; It is d.fflenit, sir.” say, I, ■■ withont money. 

1 liare expended throe or fonr sliillings on file men a 
few days ago,” winch 1 believe T explained before 
and I cannot afford," says I, -to give away my 

“money.” Mr. O'Fl.herty drew out a pansol and 
handed me out ds which was ali was in it, I believe. 
(Ml . .Bernard 0 Flaherty, interposing. I forgot when 
f to state at the time that I Jiad 

cxjiciided that, I believe. J 

6247. i CMof Cowmhsioimr to toitness.) But wiiat 
liad that to do with the rate that tho men were to ho 
paid for their votes ?_I had no oonvoraation as to 
i.ite ; I made no agreement. 

6248. d did not say you had an agreement, but did 
you give the iiaine.s of any men who expected money 
before they would give their rotes upon tliat occasion 
at the lock of the canal ?— On my oath I did not; 

J. told him the difficulty would be to get them together 
witiiout money. 

6249. Did you tell him how many you could sret 

together i — I think not. ° 

T2 



Mr. 

B. O'Flaherty. 
10 Oct. 1857. 



John Hale. 
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' 6250. What was it he asked you ? — Eveiything 

10 Oct. 1857. about wJiat I had done with the men. 

1 6251. What did Dr. Browne say about the eight 

men you mentioned 'i did you tell him you had 
seeu the eight men of your o\vn guild ? — I told him 
I had not seen them, that I could not meet them ; I 
might meet three out of the dozen. 

6252. Do you swear that anything that occurred 
between you and Di-. Browne had nothing to say 
to any list of voters, wliether that was a list in your 
own mind, or a list on paper?— Well, of course 
when he told me that eight persons would do, I had 
in my mind wlio they might he, but that is ail. 

6253. But did you tell him who the eiglit persons 
were to he, or whetlier you could get them ? — Well, 
I might. 

6254. You might?— I might just so; will you 
allow me to state a little further, as I wish to hear’ 
out my point as far as I can go. As I related here, 
I met this gentleman about Ball’s-road, and when I 
saw him I turned my back to him ; lie followed me 
as quick a.s lie could for a distance of 500 yards. I 
cautioned him to go away. I did not want to have 
anything to do with him ; I motioned him away ; I 
would not liavc airything to say to him. 

6255. You were called to merely one point. Dr. 
Browne stated yon gave him a list of voters. You 
.stated That you did not, and you accompanied that 
statement hy a very solemn adjuration, to the efieet 
that you were with one leg in tlie grave ? — Yes, I 
considered so. 

6256. Now, I wi.sh to ask yon again, will you 
persist in swearing that you did not give Dr. Browne 
a list, either verbally or in -\vi-iting, of the eight men, 
or of any numhev of freemen — 1 did not. 

6257. {Mr. Com7nissioner Leahy.') Had you it in 
your pocket ?— No ; never wrote it nor never had it. 

6258. Had you any list that anybody gave you of 
men who would vote for money ? — No. 

6259. Ajid ivlieu you went to Dr. Broome it was 
not to make any interest, covenant, or agreement 
about any money Avhatcver for votes ? — No, I cannot 
swear tliat. 

6260. Weil, tlien, you did go to Dr. Browne to 
make some sort of Ircatiiig, or bargain, or agreement 
for Iheir votes ? — I did. 

6261. Toll us the particulars of what you intended 
to do ? — I explained it before. 

6262. Tell iis fully what the entire of the proposal 
was that you were ready to make to him ? — I told 
you before, I was sent. 

6263. What vrns it that you were sent to do ivitli 

reference to that treating or agreement for votes ? I 

intended to get a few shoemakers together that I 
might find and have them paid, as well as otiier men. 

6264. You did intend to do that ? — I did ; I saw 
i’roin my experience that the journeymen shoemakers 
were always badly treated. 

6265. And intended to be a friejid to them if you 
could without I'ayiiig anything out of your own 
pocket ? — Just so. 



6266. For the men who were working for you ? 

Only a few of them worked for me ; it was at 
Mr. Dooley’s shop they were. 

6267. 'When you intended to get that done, and to 

he a friend to these men, had you any idea whom they 
were to he ?— I might have it. ^ 

_ 6268. Did you know they were to be freemen ?-_l 
did not know ; they might he freeiiieu, they mio-ht 
not. ° 

6269. You menu to say that though prepai-ed to 
enter into a conti-act, tliat yet you did not know wlio 
amongst the men in your Own workshop had votes 
and ivho liad uot ? — I did not knoiv them that day. ' 

6270. And do you think it was a fair and candid 
answer, when you went to make a contract or ao-rce- 
ment for some men, and Dr. Browne asked for a^list 
in order that some pai'ticular agreement might be 
made as to their votes, — did you tliink it was a fair 
and candid luiawer, because you did not give that 
list, to say that you knew nothing whatever ol' 
bribery ? — Because I did not know tlie men myself. 

6271. Though you were prepared to go and procure 

the men and look after them, and meet them ? 

only object was to do the men a benefit. 

6272. Ill what place did j'ou meet Dr. Browne ?~w 
It is a passage. 

6273. Is it on the canal ? — As I was going to my 

house, close by. ^ 

6274. Where is your house? — Near Doniiuick- 
street. 

6275. How long is it since you last passed by that 
way ? — Yesterday. 

6276. Yesterday ? — Ay, and to-day. 

6277. The same jilace where you met them ?— 
Just so. 

6278. Is it your way ?— It is ; it is a thoroughfare. 

6279. Wliere do you live ? — In Parkavera. 
[pr. Browne interposing : Tliere, you have it now 
from liis own lips, the straight way to his house is 
not at all in the direction of that point on the canal.l 
{Witness.) And is there only one way into town by 
the bridge, because a person is living in Pai-kavera ? 
— I have business in every quarter. 

6280. {Chief Commissioner.) We have just heard 
enough to show that you did not answer at all can- 
didly on your first examination, that you did not 
.answer anytliing like what you ought to have done, 
and that you conducted yourself extremely improperly 
on your first examination? — I answered what you 
Avishod. 

6281. {Mr. Commissioner Leahy.) Is it true that 
either Mr. Martin Joseph Blake or any of his friends 
accused you of treachery ? — Not to my knowledge. 

6282. Did you hear it ? — On my oatli I did not. 

6283. Did you over hear of any intention of turning 
you out of tlie committee room, or any other room 
belonging to Mr. Slartin Joseph Blake ?— So much 
so that 1 Avas not in one of them. 

{Mr. Bernard O’Flaherty.) I have no hesitation 
in saying that Hale and a fcAv others appeai’cd to 
be Avaiting there and loitering about till Ave came up. 
Dr. BroAvne told me before Ave Avent there at all that 
he Avas going to meet Hale. 



Hev.B.J.Roche. 



llcverend Bau'i'hoi.o.aieaa' Joiiy Roche sworn and examined. 



6284. (Chief Commissioner.) You are a Roman 
Catholic clergyman ? — 1 am. 

6285. Of the town of Galway ? — Of the county ; 
hut I Avas 111 the toivn of Gahvay, up to the last Igav 
months, for 30 yeiu'.s. 

6286. At the last election I think you supported 
Colonel French. It has been stated that the tele- 
graphic message by Avhich he Avas invited to become 
a candidate for the toAvn of Gahvay Avas sent Avith 
your concurrence, ami that you were a party to the 
sending of that message ? — ^No, I Avas uot. 

6287. It Avas stated in the telegraph that you and 

other persons approved of its being sent? There 

Avere persons Avaited on me. on the subject, as a 



deputation from the trades, and I said they might do 
so if they pleased, hut I Avoiild not be responsible; and, 
on the contrary, I Avrote to Colonel French myself. 

6288. They had in the telegraph assumed the right 
of mentioning your name, saying that you Avith some 
others appi-oved of his coming ? — I did not express 
my approbation or disapprobation ; I said they might 
Avrite if they liked. 

6289. The telegraph they sent Avas proved here ; 
and the telegraph Avas tliat Dr. Roche and other 
friends of the people Avish Colonel French to come 
over at once. But you have said you made some 
communicationjbefore that .appeared, to Colonel Fi’ench, 
in reference to his contestbig this toAvn ; may I ask 
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ivliat that communication w<as ?. — Shortly before the 
election I wi'Ote to him to say that it would not he 
advisable for him to come fonvard to ofier himself on 
that occasion, that I did not think he would be 
successful. 

6290. Colonel French, I think, mentioned here 
that you said that the expenses of an election here 
would be very considerable ? — Well, I might have 
expressed these words ; at the same time that I did 
not exactly think that any expenses, more than legal 
expenses, must be incuiTcd ; but still I had heard 
that bribery would be more expected on tliat occasion. 

6291. Do you state that from the general opinion 
which prevails that elections in Galway are expensive, 
or did you gain any particular information at the 

time, as to the election then pending ? IVliy T never- 

had any impression on my mind that there had been 
such e.xpenses attending elections before. I have 
been a Galway parish priest for- twenty-four years, 
having had to do -with elections on the popular side, 
and I believe I may say, iir the presence of this court, 
that I rrever supported any gentleman from private 
favour or friendship, but on the ground of his advo- 
cating the measures and the principles which I trusted 
would serve the country. Orr the occasion of the 
last election I rvr-ote to Colonel French that persons 
were expectirrg to be paid for voting ; you have heai-d 
it from several people. 

6292. {Mr. Commissioner Leahy.') Had you any 
reason for supposing that a good deal of money would 
he expected, beyond mere rumour, or had you any 

reason to believe that such -would be the case ? 1 

merely heard it from rumour ; I heard that some 
tradesmen expected to be paid, and would not vote 
unless they were paid. I made several public ad- 
dresses to them against bribery ; it is my duty as a 
clergyman, both io the pulpit, in the chapel, and on 
public occasions from the hustings. 

6293. When you gave that very prudent advice to 

Colonel Frencli, did you believe that the cause of his 
being unsuccessful would be from his not being in- 
clined, as you thought, to spend money on bribery ? 

1 knew well that he would not, and also that I could 
not approve of anything of the kind. 

6294. And that was tlie reason you came to the 
conclusion that he would not be successful ?— I 
thought it very doubtful, at all events. 

6295. You did not think you could insure success ? 
— I thought the uncertainty of success would not 
make up for the rashness of the undertfiking on his 
part. 

6296. Did you on that supposition, so fsu- as you 
formed a belief on the subject, come to the conclusion 
that any particular class of voters required money ? 
— I did ; I supposed some of the freemen would bo 
more accessible to influence of that description. 

6297. They ai-e a poor class ? — They are a poor 
class ; but I -would say I had a very high opinion of 
the majority of them ; and it is my belief that those 
■\vlio have not abused their trust ought not to be 
disfi-ancbised because of the abuse of the trust by 
others. 

6298. You have known Galway for a very long 
time ?-— I have been over thirty years employed in 
uie mission of Galway, and have been parish priest 
lor tweuty-foiu- years. 

6299. And in the course of your addresses you 
have denounced bribery ? — Always on the eve of mi 



election I have simken from the altar, from the pulpit, 
and. in public addresses I have denounced bribeiy, 
perjiu-j'-, di-unkonness, corruption, and all the criiiiea by 
wliicli our 2 >lace is disgraced on the occasion of an 
election. 

6300. As a matter of opinion, do you believe, from 
the general aspect of a contested election here, that 

there is corruption here to any large extent ? 1 

heard from time to time that there -was some, but I 
never inquired into it to any extent ; I heard rumniu-.s 
on the subject, but I did not believe tlieiii. Tlici-c 
were rumours that there had been a great deal of 
money spent by one party or another, wliich I did not 
always believe. The practice existed to some extent, 
I have no doubt. 

6301. You did not take any part in the election ? 

I voted for Colonel French. 

6302. Is it general at elections in Galway I'oi- 
clergynien to take an active part ?— They have nor, 
indeed, been taking an active part, but I wish to say, 
that in some elections mo.st of them do tiike a jini-t. 
Latterly, entitled as they have been to the exercise of 
their opinions, they thought there was no ground for 
interference in public questions or anything of the 
kind, and therefore they avoided it ; but at tlio same 
time, I think I would not receive any coiiipiiment if 1. 
-«'erc the person singled out as an exception to those 
who went after the “ flesh pots ; ” I would not receive 
a compliment at the expense of niy brethren, whom I 
know to be as patriotic as myself. 

6303. {Chief Commissioner.) You attribute to them 
tlie same conscientious motive.s wliich you claim to 
have attributed to yourself ? — Altogether. 

6304. {Mr. Commissioner White.) Did you iicar 
aiiy cbai-ge of corruption made against liiiy other 
class of the Galway constituency except the freemen ? 
— No, I did not ; I liem-d ti-oni time to time that 
parties w-ere em|>loyed as agents who got money. I 
did not hear anything about them jicrsonally, except 
in the dischai-ge of tlieir duties as agents. 

6305. {Chief Commissioner.) Do you think your- 
self competent to give an opinion as to llie relative 
pi-o]}oi-tion of corruption and incori-uptioii among 
the freemen ? — I would say, certainly, that the 
persons mIio have not abused their trust ought not to 
be deprived of it. 

6306. {Mr. Commissioner Leahy.) For the reason 
you gave, at the last two elections, tliei-o being no 
general principle of liberal views, or patriotic views, 
as you call them, or religious views in controversy, 
you did not take an active part in the election, Init 
merely voted ? — I did not take an active part ; I 
addressed the people particularly on the -subject of 
bribery and corruption, and in favour of Colonel 
French, on the eve of the election. I heard, -whellier 
it may be a compliment to myself or not, that several 
-who were wavering and going away from him were 
confirmed to vote for him by the address I made, 
confiding in my integrity of purpose, I believe. 

6307. Then I understand that, independently ol‘ 
your duties as a clergyman, you did give support in 
that way to Colonel bh-endi ? — I did. 

6308. In 1852 did you sujiport the candidate in 
the same way ?— I did, Mr. Martin Joseph Blake ; 
ho -\vas tardy in coming forward, and I perhajis 
originated the requisition calling on liiiii to come 
forward to his constituents again. 
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6309. {Chief Commissioner-.) You are a Queen’s 
Counsel ? — I am. 

6310. Of the Connaught bar ? — I am. 

^ 6311. I believe you ai-e a native of Galway? — 



6312. And your family have been in the town foi- 
sometirae? — My father came to reside in Galway, 
believe, some eighty years ago, and my family have 
been always residing here since. 



6313. Ill all these ways you have very considerable 
knowledge of the coiivStituency of Galivay ? — I think 

6314. You were a candidate previous to the last 
election, for some time ? — I was. 

6315. Do you recollect how long you were in that 
]iosition before you resigned ? about how long '( — 
I can tell you; for some considerable time before any 
vacancy took place, I had intimated, by my friends 
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and otherwise, that in the event of a vacancy occurring 
P- J. Utah, 1 would come forward ; that is, in the event of either 
Q- C. of the members tJien holding the representation of the 
10 accordingly, wdien I heard that 

' Mr. Martin Joseph Blake had resigned, which I heard 

only during the assizes at Castlebai-, I immediately 
lei't Castlebar and came to Galway, with the view of 
carrying out my previously stated intention. I 
arrived in Galway very late at night, I think on 
Friday niglit, and on the next morning I publicly 
intimated my intention of seeking the representation 
of the town. 

6316. On what day did you finally withdraw ? I 

limilly witiulrew on the following Friday week. 

6317. Do you mean a fortnight from the time you 
first came ? — A fortnight, within a day of a fortniglit. 

6318. Uui-ing the fortnight that you were here, 
Jiad you canvassed the constituency ? — For a portion 
of tlie time. 

6319. But your friends had also canvassed ? — For a 
portion of the time ; for a very limited portion only. 

6320. Would you have the goodness to state, as a 
great deal of evidence has been given about it, and it 
is not all to the same eifect, what, finally, was the 
reason that you Avithdrew ? — I ivill tell you ; but I 

. must tell you first what took place. On the Saturday 
morning after I ari'ived, — it Avas the Saturday imme- 
diately preceding the assizes, AA-hich commenced on 
the following Monday — on the morning of that 
Saturday I drove out to Mr. Martin Joseph Blake’s, 
iiaving heard he had retired, for the pui'pose, if I 
could, of securing liis support at the election. I did 
not succeed in getting his decided support at the 
time ; ami not Iiaving got it, I did not come foi'Avard 
to canvass the toAvn, conceiving that it Avas essential 
to my interest to have his support. On the following 
Saturday, that is that day Aveek, friends of Mr. Blake 
came to me, and announced that they Avould giA-e me 
his support, and tlieii being committed to the business 
of tlio assizes, and to iny clients’ business, I could not 
go to canvass. I could not throAv up professional 
business which I luid taken ; and on the following 
Tuesday, — the assizes having terminated at about 
12 o’clock, — I Avent out, accompanied by Mr. Pierce 
Joyce and some other gentlemen, and canvassed 
through the toA\ui ; stating to the gentleman avIio 
canvassed Avith me, and to some of the electors avIio 
questioned me upon it, that as I had been 2>reA-entcd 
from coming fonvard at the earliest moment, the 
effect had been to induce many of my friends to sup- 
l>o.se that I Avas not coming fonvard at all, and to 
pledge themselves against me. I am speaking noAV 
of the rated occupiers, freeholders, and persons of 
that kind, men aa’Iio I believe AA’ould have supported 
me, had they been positively certain that I would 
have come fonvard. Then I canvassed the tOAvn all 
Tuesday ami Wednesday, and all Thursday. I put 
myself chiefly in the liancls of iny relative Mr. 
Michael Morris, and his brother Mr. George Morris, 
and Mr. Higgins my conducting agent ; and upon 
rimrsday night they stated to me that they considered 
it Avould be useless to jiroseeute the contestfiirther j for 
that on examining the lists, and seeing how the con- 
stituency stood, they considered it avouIcI be a very 
co.stly election, if I Aveiit on Avith it, and a difficult 
one to siu^ceed in ; and that it. Avouid bo unAvise for 
me 1:o go any further Avitli the contest. Acting uimn 
(ho advice of these gentlemen, I on that night deter- 
mined to resign, but did not 2)ublicly uniioiince my 
intention to do so until the folloAving morning,—! 
think Friday. 1 tuu .stating my recollection, smd I 
tliink tliat occurred betAveen 8 and 9 o’clock on 
Friday morning. We droA'C into toAA’n, and commu- 
nicated Avith some other friends Avho supported me. 

1 thought it right to do so at the earliest moment 
after 1 juade up my mind, and Ave communicated to 
air. O’Flaherty and his friends, and the public that I 
had retired. I Avas induced to do so chiefly by these 

circumstaiicos Avhieh I have uoav stated to you that 

the contest would have been a bitter contest ; (hat 
it Avas possible 1 might Iiua'c failed in it ; and tiiat 



had I succeeded, it Avould have been a costly one I 
acted on their advice, and had I failed, I may sav 
as it lias been alluded to by Mr. Michael Mon-is, that 
I should liave been placed in a A'eiy false position 
politically. I should liave been placed in the false 
position that it might be said I had come to tliis 
borough, and Avas the originator of an idle contest 
against Jlr. O’Flaherty, Avhen in fact I kncAv per- 
fectly Avell, if! did not stand, Colonel French Avould • 
and accordingly I did not Avish to be placed in the false 
position of failing on the one hand, and being exposed 
to that imputation ; and I did not Avisli, on the other 
to run the risk of the very heavy expenses requisite 
to ensure success. 

6321. Had you canvassed the freemen at all your- 
self ?— I had j and my friends had canvassed them to 
a gi-eater extent. Mr. Morris and Mr. Butler, avIio 
acted for me in tlie matter, are better acquainted Avith 
that class. I am so long removed from the town 
that I only canvassed them generally. They can- 
vassed them, and I Avent among them. 

6322. But not to the same degree ? — Not to the 
same extent. 

6323. Do you recollect any meeting taking place 
at Avhich a number of the freemen Averc present, and 
at Avhich you spoke ? I think it Avas at Nohui’s Hotel ? 
— I do, perfectly. 

6324. Was there at that meeting any list handed 
in ? — None. 

6325. Of freemen ? — None at all. 

6326. Was there any conversation at the hotel 
respecting the payment of freemen ? — Not a syllable ; 

I am stating noAv from my recollection Avhat I 
believe to be the fact — not the slightest, nor do I 
think there Avas one single syllable of paying the 
freemen spoken to me. I am perfectly certain there 
Avas no list handed in to me until I had jmblicly 
resigned ; in fact I did not knoAv of the existence of 
any such thing, nor had any such list the least effect 
in inducing mo to resign. 

6327. At any meeting that yon attended have you 
any recollection of ever seeing any list with the 
names of freemen, and jnoney opposite to the names ? 
— I saAv such a list after Iliad resiamed, but never 
before ; on Friday I believe it Avas, if must have been 
on Friday, and I Avill tell you Avhy. I retired on 
Fi-iday ; I Avas A’ery much mortified at being obliged 
to retire, and I Ai'as rather disinclined to do so ; but 
my friends advised me, and I Avas obliged to yield. 

I then Avent_ to Dublin at 4 o’clock on Friday, and 
I saAv that list before I left Galway, so it must have 
been on Friday before that hour. 

6328. It Avas Mr. Butler Avho had tliese lists ?— It 
Avas. The Avay itAvas slioAvn to me ivas this, —Butler 
said, “ It Avas very Atwell you did i-etire, for there is a 
“ document.” 

6329. There Avas a statement made here by a man 
named^ Waldron, Avliich was also made before the 
Committee of the House of Commons, that at some 
meeting AA'here these demands Avere made, you used 
this expression, “ The Bank of Ireland Avould not 
“ stand Gahvay ?” — Tliat is utterly Avithout foundation. 
And I may state this, it Avas most unlikely that I 
Avould be so rash and foolish as to make such a 
statement AA'hilc a candidate. 

6330. Well, I (liink so ; you inighl. intend to come 
again ? — And then I could not make it after I ceased 
to bo a candidate, because, being mortified at the 
result, I stayed in the club-house almost the aa'IioIo 
day on Friday, and at 4 o’clock I left the toivn. 

6331. Noav, AA-hen canvassing for freemen, Avere 
you directly asked for money ? — I do not recollect ; 

I do not think I Avas. 

6332. From your knoAidedgo and experience of 
GalAA'ay, is it not a fact tliat elections here are ex- 
tremely expensive ? — Extremely so ; avMcIi I think 
is quite as much the fault of the candidate as of the 
others. A candidate Avho lets i1; be knoAvn that he 
is ready to s])end money, of course excites the people, 
and I think Avhere money is going, it is human 
nature that certain classes of the people aviII take it. 
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6333. A great deal of it goes in liouses of enter- 



tainment ? — A larger portion, as far as my e^cperience 
<rr.Ps, than goes into the pockets as bribes. That is, 



Senien”^^ “^ny of his tenants, most, I believe, ai'e 



so far as niy belief goes. 

6334. May I ask if you do not believe that houses 
of that description charge very liighly at election 
times, -vvliieh also has a tendency to render them 
expensive ?— They do so ; and I have been informed 
tliat this takes place, — persons procure orders, say 
for 10s. or 11. ; the person to whom it is given is 
possibly not a voter at all, or some person who 
represents himself as a voter, and that party will 
sell the order for 2s. (id. or 5s. The money is given 
to the person in preference to drink, and the full 
amount is charged by the shopkeeper. That is so 
far as niy experience and belief goes, and why I 
think that is this : there wei:e elections at which it 
was said that bribery^ was going on ; I do not know 
myself of anything in the way of bribery, I never 
had anything to do with it ; but at particular elec- 
tions bribery was going on, and I will take tlie 
number of persons wlio voted for money at some of 
these elections to have been, say a couple of hundred, 
who took 3^. a man ; I am only taking this upon the 
evidence as given before you ; at that calculation tlie 
sum to be paid would amount to 600^. ; and if that 
he the maximum that goes in the way of bribery, the 
rest of the large sum paid must go in other ways. 

6335. Is it your opinion, fi-om wiiat you know of tlie 
constituency, that many of the persons who take money 
would give their votes precisely the same way as they 
do if no money had been paid ? That is, that thono-h 
a man takes money at an election, he really would 
vote in the same way if lie did not get any ?— I 
believe many have this feeling, they will vote for their 
friends, and then if money is going they will expect 
to be treated in the same way as others, that is, not 
to be treated worse than strangers by their own 
Irieiicl There are many who will vote conscientiously, 
but who expect when money is gomg tliat they should 
get it as well as another. 

6336. What is your ojjiuion as to the position which 
the freemen occupy in this constituency, in reference 
to the utility of preserving them as electors ?— My 
opinion is that you should do one or other of two 
things in order not to make this a close borough, a 
pocket borough for a few individuals. Either the 

qualification in the town should be lowered, in the 

town, you observe, — and the rural qualification should 
be left as it is ; oi-, you sliould leave the freemen, but 
I think there ought to be a more satisfactory mode of 
admitting the freemen. 

6337. Yes, I think everybody agrees in that ?— I 
think the respectable body of the freemen, of -whom I 
believe there aa-e a very large number, are perfectly 
entitled to their franchise. 

6338. Were you professionally engaged in the case of 
the fishermen’s claims ?~No, I was not. But I think 
as I have given my testimony, upon opinion, I ought 

to give my reason for that opinion. I think the land 
in atownlike this, — in a district nearly four miles round 
so large a town as tills, — must be valuable, and therefore 
tenants who occupy a house, and five or six acres of 
land would, in all probability, be rated ns rated occu- 
piers at 8Z. Well, then, a vast number of such persons 
eould be mmle, and there would not be a sufficient 
eounterjioise against them, if tlie town were left merely 
to the occupiers rated at 8Z. Therefore I thinlc it 
ivould be right to liave either a considerable body of 
treemen properly admitted, or to have a lower ratino- 
lii the town, so as to bring in a larger number for the 
town. 

^39 You assume in this statement that the rural 
voters follow their landlords ?— That they liave almost 
done so is my experience. 

^40. There ai-e a large number of landlords, it is 
Bot all m the hands of one?— But there are large pro- 
influence. 

a, XT f- iiBs so many 

as Mr. Martin Joseph Blake ?— Yes, but he is iu the 



6342. It is said that he has only nine rural voters 
on Ins property ?_So I think. 

6343. And if these were swept off, he would not be 

rTa •— not. 

0344. As to the ratepaying constituency, does your 
opinion coincide with that of others, tliat it is an cx- 
tremcly pure and good class ?-I think the great body 
of It IS ; but I think, for instance, that some of those 
who are electors, and who have these houses for treat- 
ing and entertainment, might be affected by tlie fact 
P'O-licular candi- 

clt’ A T ' .* pei-sons who give meal and things 
of that land might be affected by the circumstance 
And I may say myself, that so far as I could iud<^e iu 
my own canvass, I thought I could discern on the part 
ot some of these persons, although there was nothino- 
.very decided, that if houses were to be opened': 
they ought to participate in the profit as well as 
another. ^ 

1 suggest that this should bo 

Uieched .—1 think one way of meeting the difficulty 
would be, if candidates who pay the bills,— no matter 
when they pay them, or whether to their friends or 
otherwise, — if they are held responsible precisely as if 
they had originally paid the bribe, 1 think there will 
be an end put to bribery. 

6346. And in no other way ?— In no otlier way, as 
tar as my opinion goes. Put it this way. Suppose I, 
a.s a candidate and a member of the bar, were dis- 
qualified, by the fact of having paid my friends wlio 
paid Ae money for me in tlie first instance, from hold- 
ing office, or from being returned to Parliament again, 
and subjected to all the jienalties as if I had iiaid the 
money originally with my own hand. No candidate 
would dare pay under sudi circumstances, and if ho 
could not, his friends would not. I think that would 
be meeting the thing at the root. 

6347. Is there any other matter that you would 

wish to mention to the Commissioners ? I think I 

inay state this as a matter of justice, that I believe 
there are a very large body of freemen, perfectly 
respectable persons, quite entitled to vote, and they 
have proved that ; for instance, wherever they liad 
strong political orpersoiial motives, the great majority 
of freemen voted again.st payment. At the last 
election they formed the greater number of Colonel 
French s supporters ; he had 335 freemen upon his 
side, wliilst Lord Dnnkellin and Mr. O’Flalierty, 
though both were proved to be paying, did not eimal 
that number. In 1852 Lord Dunkellin paid 2,000/., 
and I do not think he got very many votes in that 
quarter. At each of these elections, and also at foriiuw 
elections, when large pecuniary temptations were held 
out, a great majority of the freemen voted against the 
person that was paying, and according to their political 
feelings. 

6348. (Mr. Commissioner Leahy.) Have you any 
reason to believe, when money was going at elections, 
tliat there were persons acting for candidates who 
got money to distribute, and tliat that money never 
left their own pockets ?— I liave heard such tilings 
asserted. 

6349. Upon more than one occasion ? I have. I 

forget the names ; but I have heard that jiarticulai- 
men, who were to have dealings with the body, got 
money and probably gave some, whilst others coni- 
plamcd that tlicy never got a halfpenny j that I have 
heard complained of, and»it would account for a greal; 
deal of the money spent, and which, though intended 
to go into the jiockets of the freemen, was .stopped on 
the way by abetter class of men. As to treating, I knew 
of a great deal myself. Some years ago, I saw a .shop 
bill for 247/. lOs. which was claimed by one liouse for 
treating. 

6350. It has been stated in evidence liere that it is 
ail almost general custom at elections for the I'riends 
of candidates, whetJier with money that lliey get or 
out of then' own pockets, to go about giving small 
sums of 2s, 6d, and 5s. continually to voters, besides 
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trciifing all the friends they meet ? — I know nothing 
of that. J kept myself clear of money matters. I 
have been very active in some elections, particularly 
one ; but I kept myself aloof from money. 

63ol. When you retired you believed it would be 
a very e.xpensive election ? — My feeling was this ; that 
if 1 were I’Ctiirned I would be precisely in the same 
])osition that Mr. 0’l''laherty is in now ; that a peti- 
lioii would have gone against me, and that I would 
have been put out ; in fact, at the very time I retired, 
my inipi-ession was, although T could not know it, and 
did not know it, that a sufficient number of illegal acts 
had been done in the way of treating or otherwise to 
)jut me out at any moment ; that I Avould be, in fact, 
placed at the mercy of anybody who chose to petition. 

6352. You believed, if you persevered, you would 
be liable to be unseated on petition ; and it was 
beciau.se you considered that, you were induced to 
retire ? — Whether I could avoid it or not, I knew it 
•would be done, and that I would he at the mercy of 
any person who chose to petition against me to put 
jnc out, and to disqualify me from being returned 
again; that was one of siiy motives, for retiring. 

6353. What i.s your opinion as to the commercial 
importance of Galway as a town, compared with what 
it was ii> former times ? I remarked a great deal of 
dilapidation and decay even in fine-looking old houses 
in the town ? — I can only speak from what I hear. I 
do not believe the trade of Galway is nearly as great 
as it was. 1 believe the famine, in 1847 and 1848, 
and the repeal of the Corn Laws, have done away with 
the corn t]-ade, which -was the great return cargo of 
the port ; there is now no return cargo, and ships 
will not come without getting increased freight, as 
otherwise they must go away in ballast. I believe 
the mercantile trade of the town has greatly dimi- 
nished in that way. 

6354. In fact, then, Galway does not stand in the 
same imjiortant mercantile position now that it did 
formerly ? — I. believe it has not the same trade ; that, 
however, may be merely a temporary state of facts. 

6355. M?\ Commissioner White.') You stated that 
one of the reasons that induced you to retire wa.s 
being informed by friends that the election, if it went 
on, would be very costly. 1. wish to knov' if you 
made any calculation as to the amount of money 
which it would be necessaiy to spend on treating ? — 
I made no calculation of the kind. The details of 
that nature were gone into by jny friends ; I was 
guided by their advice, as they understood those 
matters better than .1 did. 

6356. Do not you think, if a candidate were starting 
for G-alway, and wished to have a fair chance of 
success, that he should make up his mind, either by 
himself or through his friends, to give money to parties 
Ibi' goods or'votes ? — I believe that to have been the 
jjractice in most elections since 1832, and fliat not 
merely in the town elections, but I believe it to have 
been done in this to^vn for tlie county elections also. 



6357. And if the freemen were abolished you ex 
pressed your opinion that Galway would become a 
pocket borough ? — I think so. 

6358. Do you found that opijiion on any calculation 
■which you have made of the rated occupiers, whom wc 
will call civic voters ? — Pai-tly on that, and partly 
considering the power that exists of gi-eatly increasing 
the number of rural voters, which is not at present 
attempted. Owing to this counterpoise of the freemen 
as against the conntiy voters the owners of land do 
not increase their voter.s, but if they found that they 
had merely the rated occupiers to deal with they 
woidd then be active in creating other voters, so that 
the proprietors of the rural districts would have the 
power in their own hands. 

6359. We have had an estimate given to us statino' 
the number of rural voters at 300, and that the number 
of rated occupiers who may be supposed in a great 
measure to be independent of landlord influence 
amount to 600, and out of these 300 rural voters 100 
ai’e occupiers of villas and independent gentlemen, so 
that we have 700 independent voters againt 200 rural 

voters under the influence of the landlords ? That 

assumes two things : one is, that the rated occupiers 
are independent of the people of Galway, and 1 can 
state from niy own knowledge that they are not. I 
myself was asked by one of the most respectable men 
in this town not to press him to vote for me althougli 
lie was pledged to me, because by voting for me he 
would offend a person who was a customer of his. 

6360. And do you believe that a large proportion 
of the shopkeepei's and householders of the town are 
subject to landlord oi' other influence ? — Not to land- 
lord influence, but they are subject to influence that 
all people in business are, to the influence of persons 
who are their customers. That gentleman mentioned 
to me, for instance, that be got 200/. a year from a 
particular person whom he ■would offend. 

6361. {Mr. Commissioner Leah;/.) Th.Kt\&\yAwnz <2 
complained of in other places ? — No doubt,; hut here 
it would have the effect of giving an addition to the 
rural power which exists, and which, if there were an 
insufficient counterpoise, I think would be considerably 
augmented ; and the result would be to render the 
town really a pocket borough in the hands of a few 
proprietors. 

6362. Did you ever hear the proposition discussed 
as to limiting the representation of Galway borough 
to one member, and letting the otlier go to the county? 
— Do you mean throwing the county of the town into 
the county at large ? 

6363. No ; hnt allowing the county of the town to 
remain, and letting the rural districts of the town be 
thrown into the county, and leaving the town but one 
member ? — I never heard it. Such a proposition 
might be suggested by some person desirous to obtain 
a rejjresentative for another place. I might name 
any place, say Ballinasloe or Killarney, for instance. 



T. Hopkins. 
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6364. ( Chief Commissioner) Are you a freeman ? 
— Yes. 

6865. Wliat trade ? — A mason. 

6366. For whom did you vote at the last election ? 
— Colomd French. 

6367. Did you get any luouej'^ from Colonel French 
or anybody acting ns his agent ? — Well, indeed, 
Ml-. Groaiiy was so kind a.s to give me 5s. to take a 
drink ; but it was not for iny vote he gave it. 

6368. Did yon get any more from Greany ? ^No, I 

did not. 

6369. Did any other persi 



\ ? — No. 



n besides Greany give you 
—Well, in 



6370. Where did Greany give it. to you ? 
the sfreel. 

6371. What passed? did he say anything? — He just 
thanked me for my ^•ofe, and gave it to me to take 
nnytliiiig I liked.- 



6372. Before you received it, did you not get 10«. 
on the other side from Gill ? — On my oath, no. 

6373. Did you get any part of it ? do you knmV 
Dan Walsh ?— I do. 

6374. Did you get a part of it with him ? — I got a 
drink. 

6375. Was it you and Walsh that was at it?— 
Well, there was more at it. 

6376. It was in Gill’s house ? — Yes. 

6377. Was there not 10s. given among you all 
there at the time ? — I could not tell. 

6378. Did you get .any of it ? — I did ; hut I could 
not tell whether it was 10s. or anything. 

6379. You got some money ? — I got a shilling. 

6380. And there were seven or eight of you there ? 

— There were several. 
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6381. And then you drank if, and got 5s. from 

G-reany, and voted for the other side ? jSTo. 

6382. It was against Gill you voted, and you knew 
lliat he was working for Mr. O’Flalierty ?_WelI I 
suppose he was. 



N OF GXLWAy. .153 

6383. Had you a vote the election before ?— No • T 
was in Cong. ’ 

63S4. Did any of your family get any inonev ? 

1.0 not tli.l I kno„ of. Wl.en I got tho .Wnk'from 
trill, Colonel I'reneh was not in the Held. 



WiLLiiUr Dejipsey, junior, sworn and examined. 

6385. (Chief Co7nmissioner.) Are you a freeman ’ 

—Yes. 

6386. Wliat trade arc you ?— Tobacco spinner. 

6387. For wliora did you vote ?— For O’Flaherty 

and Lord Dunkellin. ■’ 

6388. Did you get 21. at Oliver’s pigeon-hole on a 
card of Dr. Browne’s ? — I did. 

6389. Had you a vote the election before this 
No. 



6390. Wiat time of the day did yon vote ?— To the 

between 9 and 10 o’clock. 

6391. Did you know, when yon were voting, that 

> I inquired. 

b8J_. Wlien did you hear that the 21. was «-oing ’ 
. — I lieard after I voted. 

6393. Was it in the street or from the agents ?— 
Well It was from a man who voted the same way 
that I voted. I never iiupiirod whether or not, but 
when 1 heard the money was going, 1 went and got it. 



Martin Kirwan sworn and examined. 

KIM. (Chef Commimoiur.) Am jou a freeman ? card that day !_I g„t „„ card the day I voted , I 
wi,.,* *-,...1- (j . , would not expect it. 



— Ye.s. 

6395. What trade ? — ^Painter. 

6396. For tvliom did yon vote ?_For Colonel 
French and Mr. 0 Flaherty. 

money from anybody ?— 

6398. Did yon vote at the election before ?— No. 

6399. (Mr. Commissioner Leahy.) Did you get a 



i got no money ? — No, nor nothing 



6400. And yo 
else. 

6401. Had you a vote in 1852 ? No. 

6402. There is a Martin Kirwan on the registry 
for 1852 ?— Martin Kirwan, the voter at that period, 
was my grandfatlier ; he got no money, unless a few 
shillings, I know ; he is dead. 



James BERjiiNuirAM 

6403. (Chief Commissioner.) Are yon a freeman ’ 
— \ cs. 

6404. Wliat trade ? — Tinman. 

6405. Did you vote at the last election ?— I did 
6408 For trliom ? _ For Lord Dunkidliii imd 

Lolonel I rench. 

'’■'I )’»“ e»t «ny money from Mr, Somple ? 
6408. From Mr. Carter ?— No. 
fnftSo' ? — From anybody, not a 

6410. Had you any money to lay out ?_No, not 
ot others. 

it 

6412. Did you give drink to other persons ?— I 
did not much, at all. 

6413. _ You treated, hut not to a large amount ? 

^ I””*’ hut not more. 

^ '’ote in 1852 ?— Blake 

and O h lalierty. 

6415. Did you get any orders on a shop ?— -I got 
orders, to the best of my belief, but they were for the 
comity election. 

dief^^*^' ? They 

n ^ ^ suppose so ; I got 21. at 

luo 1852 election. 

P»“kM5.y:'™ ”■■■ 

6419. And -what did you consider it was for ? 

i was ten or twelve days before the election doiu"- 
^ "■ 

6420 Wore you electioneering ?— I was canvassing 
hully'boy ° ^ ^ ■"'as no 

6421. You were a man likely to bring influence to 
ar on voters ? — I liad no infiuenee, but I was over 

me temperance rooms, and the men had a likiim 
tor me. ® 

6422. Did you give „„ order in 1852 to the slions 
™' ?-Ho, I did not. 

6423. Hnd you imy „,„„<,y „f Hr. Murphy’s to 

t mal^e out it list at any tunc ?— He 

came to solicit me. 



sworn and examined. 

6425. Wlio ?— Mr. Carter was for Lord Dunkellin 
the last time. 

6426. Did you make out any list? Tliey were 

made out at my house. I sat and wrote some and 
parties might write others, and some would sign. I 
recollect its lying at my house. 

6427. Was there anything about money? — Not a 
single sentence in it about money. 

64:28. Was the list made out for tho purpose of 
soliciting money ? — No ; it was suspected that it was 
for keeping up the balance of power for Mr. Cmder. 

6429. ( Co?nmissioner Leahy.) Mr. Semple was 
getting up a list and Mr. Cai’ter wanted to have one 
of his own, that is ivliat you call koeiiing up the 
balance of power ? — Just so. 

6430. I-Ic wanted to sliow that he could bring as 
many voters to the poll as Mr. Semple ?— That is my 
opinion. 

6431. Were these lists going about in the same wav 
in 1852 ? — I do not kno\v. 

6432. (Chief Commissioner.) Had you much to say 
to the freemen yourself?— I know a considerable 
number of the I'recmen of Galway, and I know that 
whatever would turn up they would vote for Lord 
Dunkellin ; and the last election I knew others certainly 
would vote for Mr. O’Flalierty, no matter what way 
it would turn up. 

6433. But tlie great mass of them would like 
money ? — ^A good many, if it was not offered to them, 
would not mind it. 

6434. And did you find when you were canvassing 
that a greatmany of them had strong opinions of their 
of their own '<■ — They have strong opinions. 

_ 6435. Did you find that that tvas the case tlie last 
time ? — Oh, there were a great many of the fi'ceinan, 
I knowmyselt^ from their political opinions would not 
vote_ for Mr. O’Flalierty for his I'ccent votes in 
Parliament, before the general election. 

6436. And what vote did they complain of ? — Why 
it was .the way he voted for the Government tliey did 
not like. 

6437. (Mr. Co>nmissio7icr J.eahy.) And do you 

think that Lord Dunkellin vi'ould not do the same ? 

I do not know whether he would or not. 

6438. I am asking whether yon thought he would 
not go ndth the Government ; -w'hy did they give a 
preference to Lord Dunkellin before Mr. O’Flalieriy ? 

U 



T. Hop/, ins. 
10 Oct. 1857. 



TF. Dempsey, 
j«n. 



M. Kirwan. 



KBi’rminyham. 
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J.Btrminglui) 
10 Oct, 1857 



A. Dclani/. 



J. Connell, 



John Joyce. 



n. — Siuce the “ So help me God” question, — since the 
Seceders, or Sadlierites, — call them what you like, 
■ they did not like it at all. 

6439. Was Lord Dunkellin more that way than 
Mr. O’Flaherty ? — He was not in ParliamenF. 

6440. So you prefer men who have not been tried 
to men who were tried ? — We do. 

6441. But what particular votes of Mr. O’Flaherty 
did you find fault with ? — I disrememher them now, 
hut I could point out a good many of them if I had 
the papers. 

6442. Ajid you think his political conduct up to 
that time went against him ? 

6443. {Chief Commissioner.') At all events they told 
you so ? — They did. 

6444. {Mr. Commissioner Leahy.) Did you hear 
any of them say, or do you believe that they thought 
more money would be coming from Lord Dunkellin 
than from Mr. O’Flaherty at the time ? did you not 
hear them say that Lord Clanricarde had more ca,sh 
than Mr. O’Flaherty ? — I did not hear anything 
about it ; I was not in the booth or tally-room. 

, 6445. Did you hear in the town any rumour that 
they were afraid Mr. O’Flaherty had not pioney to 
spend the last time ?— I did ; I heard it before the 
election. 

6446. Do you not think that would influence many 
of the voters who would take money ? — It would 
influence them, certainly. 

6447. Were Mr. Semple and Mr. Carter vicing 
with each other to see who would have the longest 
list ? — I think so ; that is my opinion. 

6448. To know who would show himself the great- 
est friend of Lord Dunkellin ? — I do not know ; but 
I know Mr. Carter must have some view in it, when 
he came to my house twice to solicit to get a distinct 



list of those that voted for Colonel French and Lord 
Dunkellin, that Mr. Semple had not on his list. 

6449. {Mr. Commissioner White.) Did not some of 
the men whose names were putting on it ask how 
much they Avere to get ? — Never. 

6450. Is that the case ? — There Avas many a man’s 
name put on that list that never knew anything aliout 
it, in consequence of the Avay Mr. Carter put it to 
get a distinct list of those from Mr. Semple. 

6451. Was this after the election? — Yes, three 
Aveeks after the election ; a month after the election. 

6452. {Mr. Commissioner Leahy.) And hoAv would 
he serve Lord Dunkellin by putting names doAvn on a 
list at the time ? what object had Mr. Carter in putting 
down the names ? — I think it Avas to serve himself. 

6453. Hoav Avould that serve him ? — Well, Lord 
Clanricarde Avould think more of him that had so 
much influence among the tradesmen. 

6454. {Mr. Commissioner White.) Do you think he 
got much support among the tradesmen ? — lie is his 
agent. 

6455. Did you hear there Avere more situations 
given among the ratepayers than among, the free- 
men, and Avas that one of the reasons why they 
Avere displeased with Mr. O’Flaherty ? — I often heard, 
it said that there were parties got situations in the 
toAvn. 

6456. Did you hear the freemen complain that the 
ratepayers got more than they did ? — I did, often- 
times. 

6457. Was there a jealousy betAveen them ? — These 
parties Avho might vote if they Avere satisfied might 
grumble at it to men of a better class. 

6458. Did you ever sign a meinorial recommending 
a man to a place ? — ^No. 



Anthony Delany. swoim and examined. 



6459. {Chief Commissioner.) Are you a freeman ? 

6460. What trade ? — A mason. 

6461. For whom did you vote at the last election ? 
— Colonel Fj'cneh and Lord Dunkellin. 

6462. Did you get any money ? — I did, from Mr. 
Semple. 

6463. How much did you get?— Thirty shillings. 

6464. Some time after the election ? — About tAvo 
months, 1 thbik. 

6465. Were you on Semple’s list during the elec- 
tion ? — He put me on the list. 

6466. Had you any dealings Avith him ? — I Avorked 
for him for tAvo or three years. 

6467. You Avcrc often employed by him? Very 

often. 

6468. And you Avould like to give him one vote if 
he asked you ? — I Avould serve him if I could. 

6469. Had you a vote at the election before this ? 
— I had. 

6470. For Avhom did you vote then ? — For Mr. 
Anthony O’Flaherty and Lord Dunkellin. 

6471. Did you get any money ? — I did. 



6472. Fi’oni Lord Dunkellin’s side atNun’s Island ? 
— Four pound. 

6473. On a ticket ? — On a ticket. 

6474. You did not forget that, this time, Avhen Lord 
Dunkellin stood ? — Well, T would go with Lord Dun- 
keliin in compliment to Mr. Semple., 

6475. {Mr. Commissioner Leahy.) You Avould giA'e 
one vote for compliment and the other from convic- 
tion ? — Yes ; I Avould like to stand to my friends. 

6476. Did you promise to .vote for Mr. O’FIaherly ? 
— I Avas tipsy if I did. 

6477. {Chief Commissioner.) You v'oted for him 
before, and you did not this time. On your oatlihad 
money anything to do in inducing you to chimge your 
mind ? did Mr. Semple ask you to give your second 
vote to Colonel French ? — Well, indeed I did not. 

6478. Did you sign the requisition calling on 
Colonel French to come foi’Avard ? — I did. I was not 
under compliment to Mr. Semple at the time, but I 
thought being a nobleman’s son he could do something 
for our town. 

6479. Public works is it ? — That he Avould bring 
some trade into the toAvn, or get us a barracks here. 



John Connell .sworn and examined. 



6480. {Chief Commissioner.) Are you a freeman ? 

6481. What trade ? — A slater. 

6482. Whom did you vote for ?— For Lord Diin- 
kellin and Colonel French. 

6483. Did you get 30s. from Mr. Semple after the 
election ? — I did. 



6484. During the election, had you and Mr. Semple 
any conversation about your vote ? — 'Nothing more 
than something Avas expected ; but no promise, no 
asking for if, mid no bai'gain. 

6485. Had you a vote at the election before'this ? 
— I Avas out of date. 



John Joyce sworn and examined. 



6886. ( Chief Commissianei'.) Al'6 you a freeman ? 
— Yes. 

6487. What trade ? — Jfason. 

6488. For whom did you Vote ?— Colonel French 
and Lord Dunkellin. 



6489. Did you get 80s. from Mr. Semple ? — I did, 

One pound and 10s. . 

6490. Did you knoAV you Avere oh Sempl&S 
list during the election ? — I did not ; 1 
after. 
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6491. Do you work for Mr. Semple sometimes ? 

Very seldom. 

6492. Had you a vote before this ? how did you 
vote at the election previous ? — I did not vote at the 
election before this ; my registry was out. 

6498. And you had no conversation with Semple at 
all during the election ? — No, I had not. 



6494. And how came you to go for Lord Dunkellin ’ 
—I was working before the election for Mr. Carter, 
and I was informed that Mr. Carter told here that he 
gave me one pound. 

6495. Is that true ? — Ho never gave me a half- 
penny, a shilling, or cro\vn, or anytliing. I did not 
get anythmg for my vote, agency, or anything else. 



John Joyce. 
10 Oct. 1857. 



James G-lynn sworn and examined. 



6496. {Chief Commissioner.) Ai-e you a freeman ? 
— Yes. 

6497. What trade ? — Cai’penter. 

6498. For whom did you vote ? — Mr. O’Flaherty. 

6499. Any one else ? — And Lord Dunkellin. 

6500. Did you receive at Oliver’s pigeon-hole 21. 
for a cai’d scaled by Dr. Browne ? — I did. 

6501. What time of the day was it that you got 
that ? — I think about one o’clock. 

6502. What time did you vote ? — I voted, I think, 
about twelve o’clock. 



6503. ^ Had you heard at this time that this money 
was going ?— ^Whether I got monej' or not I would 
vote for Mr. O’Plaherty. 

6504. Have you been always a supporter of his ?— 
I had no vote in 1852, but I voted for liim in 
Mr. Monahan’s time. I stood for liim then, and did 
since as often as I voted. 

6505. Who told you the 21. Avas going ? Avas it 
after you voted, or before ?— After I voted. 



Jamex Glynn. 



Adjourned till Monday next, at Eleven o’clock. 



NINTH DAY. 
Monday, October 12th, 1857. 



Michael McNally 

6506. {Chief Commissioner.) Are you a freeni*^n ? 

— Yes. • . 

6507. What trade 7 — SaAvyer. 

6508. For Avhom did you vote ? — For O’Flalierty 
and Lord Dunkellin. 

6509. Did you get money at Oliver’s for a card of 
Dr. BroAvno’s ? — .1 never got a shilling, sixpence, a 
penny, a croAvn, or a pound, from any man born yet 
at any election. 



SAvorn and examined. 

6510. At any election ? — At any election j or even 
a drink or anytliing else. 

6511. {Mr. Commissioner Leahy.) Did you get any 
orders ? — No, indeed ; I never troubled any man yet 
for an order for drink. 

6512. Or, so fiU' as you knOAv, your Avife or any 
other member of your family ? — No one belonging to 
me. 

6513. In 1852 ? — In 1852, or any other time. 



M McMUy. 
12 Oct- 1857. 



John Grippin (Upper Dominick Street) SAvorn and examined. 



6514. {Chief Commissioner.) You are 'a freeman ? 
— Yes. 

6515. For Avhom did you vote ?— -Mr. O’Flalierty 
and Lord Dunkellin. 

6516. Did you receive money at Oliver's on a card 
of Dr. BroAvne’s ? — I did, 

6517. Had you a vote in 1852 It was out ; my 

registry Avas out, and I avhs not on the registry again 
till October. - •• - • 



6518. You got 21'. at Oliver’s ? — Yes. 

6519. What time of the day did you vote ? — Early 
in the morning ; I was one of the first avIio voted in 
the morning. 

6520. Who told you to go to Oliver’s,, and Avhen 'i 
— ^A man, called White, a baker. 

6521. When ? — The very morning that I polled. 



Joseph Muriuiy s 

6522. {Chief Commissioner.) Are you ii freeman ? 
I am. 

6523. Wliat trade ? — Victualler. 

6524. Did you vote at the last election ? — I did. 

6525. For whom ?— Colonel French. 

6526. Any one else ? — ^No, no one else. 

6527 . Did you receive any goods, money, or money’s 
Avortli ? — No. 

6528. Did you vote at the election before this ? — 
I did. 



rorn and examined., 

6529. For.Avhom ? — Martin Joseph Blake. 

6530. Did you get an order for goods or money’s 
Avorth at that time ? — No. 

6531. Did you get any money from Greany ? — I 
did. Al. 

6532. • That Avas after the election ? — On the 18th 
of August. 

6533. Are you a butcher ? — I am. 



J. Murphy. 



Daniel Flanagan sAvorn and examined. 



6534. Co»iiHis5tower.)Are you afreeniaii?— Yes. 

6535. What ti'ade do you foIloAv ? — Shoemaker. 

6536. _ For whom did you vote ? — I voted for Lord 
Dunkellin and Colonel French this last time. 

6537. Did you get any money from Semple or 
Carter ? — I got 30j. from John Semple. 

6538. In May, after the election ?— A long time 
after the election. 

6539. Did you know during the election that you 
were on Semple’s list ?— No,T did not. 



6540. You did not knoiv of tliat money till after 
the election ? — No ; I did not expect to get it at all 
Avhen 1 got it. 

6541. Who induced you to vote at that election for 
Lord Dunkellin ? — Well, I Ava.s resolved of my oavu 
accord to go for Lord Dunkellin. 

6542. ]}ut tlien for Colonel French ? — I A\-ould 
have voted for him only, but he said he Avas satisfied 
Avith a split. 



U2 
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Anthony Keogh, 
12 Oct. 1857. 



Anthony Keogh sworn and examined. 



6543. {Chief Commissioner.') Are you a freeman ? 
— Yes. 

6544. What trmie ? — House carpenter. 

6545. I'or wliora did you vote ? — O’Flaherty and 
Lord Dankcllin. 



6546. Did you get any money ? — Never. 

6547. Did you pay away any money to voters ?— 
No. 

6543. Had you a vote at the election before this ’ 

—No. 



David Henery, 



David Henery sivorn and examined. 



6.549. {Chief Commissioner.) Are you a freeman ? 
— Ye.s. 

6550. Wliat trade ? — Mason. 

6551. For whom did you vote ? — For Colonel 
French and Lord Dunkelliii. 

65.52. Did you get money from Mr. Semple ? ^No. 

6553. Did you get anything from Mr. Carter ?— 
Not for the town election. 

6554. Did you get anything for the county ?—I 
got U. I got 3/. altogether. 

6555. For what ? — For iny agency connected with 
Ihe coiinly election. James Mannion and Dartley 
Sullivan were with me at the time, and got share 
of the money. 

6556. Now, are you quite certain that the 3^. was 
for the county ? — Quite certain. 

6557. What were you doing in the county? We 

were employed as agents in it. 



6558. For whom ? — Mr. Bellew. 

6559. Had you a vote the election before this ? 

No, I had not. 

6560. Did you pay any other person ? — No ; lie 
was next me and handed me three notes j and I gave 
ll. to Sullivan, H. to Mannion, suid kept the other 
myself. 

6561. Was that during the election ?— It was five 
weeks after ; James Mannion and Bm-tley Sullivan 
were the men. 

6562. Did you get any other money except that 

from Mr. Carter for the county of the town, or any- 
thing ? — . •' 

6563. {Mr. Commissioner Leahy.) Was Cai-ter 
paying for the county and the town at the same time ? 
— I do not know ; I am not sure. 

6564. Why wore you appointed !ui agent for the 
county ? — Why, there was nine or ’ten of us ap- 
pointed. 



E. Devany. 



Edward Devany sworn and examined. 



6565. {Chief Commissioner.) Are you a freeman 5’ 
— Yes, I am. 

6566. Did you vote at the last election ? — I did. 

6567. Who for ?— Colonel Fi-eneh and Lord Dun- 
kellin. 

6568. Did you get money from Semple or Carter ? 
— I got 30a-. from Mr. Semple. 

6569. Had you a vote in the election before thi,s ?— 
I had in 18.52. 



6570. Wliom did you vote for?— I voted for Mr. 
Mm-tin Joseph Blake ; I got nothing, and did not 
look for anything. 

6571. Orders for goods or anything ? — Nothiim. 

6572. What is your trade ? — Slater. ° 

6573. Do you work for Mr. Semple ?— Yes, I was 
on Mr. Semple’s list. 



6564. Did Semple ask you to vote for Lord Dim- 
kellin while the election was going on ? — I had not a 
word of conversation with Mr. Semple during the 
election, or for four or five days after it passed, or 
before. 

6565. You went for Colonel French also ?— And 
gave a split to Lord Dunkellin. 

6566. Do you vote generally as Mr. Semple wishes ? 
— T was going to vote for a lengtii of time ; it was 
only a few days before, it was put on the list. 

6567. Do you generally go whatever way Mr. Sem- 
ple goes at elections ? — Nd, I do not. 

6568. {Mr. Commissioner Leahy.) Do you recollect 
the time the orders were going for tea and sugar, and 
all those things, upon the shops in 1852 ?— I got no 
order. 

6569. Did your wife ?— I have no wife. 



N. Dolan, 



Nicholas Dola 

6580. {Chief Commissioner.) Sir Thomas Burl 
mentioned that he gave you 10^. for the bakers ?- 
He did not. 

6581. Did you not get 10^. from him ?—I got K 
Irom Mr. Raftery, the cluh-housc keeper. 

6582. It is all tlie same ; you knew tlie mom 
came trom that quarter ?— I did. 

6583. What did j'ou do with that 10/. ?-- -I e: 
pended it in drink and treating upon tliem 

6584. When was that ?-During the election, bot 
before and alter ; nor did I get the 10/. till tu 
mouths after. 

6585. And yon put that down to pay what you ha 
expended in treating ?-On my oath I spent 15/. 

6.586. But you got (he 10/. after ?— I did. 

6587. And that amount was spent in drink an 
treat ing 'i- — It was. 

6588. Was tliat at yom- own house or at othc 
houses ?— It was m both my own house and other- 

6589. Have you whiskey in your own house '-’- 
iNo, beer and ale. 

6590. (J/r. Commissioner i.eahy.) When you <’< 
that 10/. dkl you hear any person say that it was fc 
the bakers ? — On my oath I did not. 



sworn and examined. 

6591. When did you first Iiear anything said about 
the 10/. being for the balcers ? — I never heard a word, 
good or bad, about the bakers ; not a word, good or 
]>ad, about them. 

6592. {Chief Commissioner.) When you were 
treating, was it bakers principally you treated, from 

being connected witli their trade ? There was some 

ol them ; not altogether j there were many parties. 

6593. {Mr. Commissioner White.) Were they voters? 
— Tliey were, some. 

6594. {Mr. Commissioner I..eahy.) Had yon an 
account then ?— I offered it to Sir Thomas Burke, 
hut he said he did not want to see it, and he did not 
see it. 

6595. But you had it ? — I liad. 

6596. And what became of it ? — I did not keep it 
after Sir Thomas said he did not want it. 

6597. About how much of that did you spend in 
your own house ? how much of the entire amount did 
you supply from yourself ? — I think up to 4/. 10s., as 
well as I recollect ; tlie rest was spent on ti-eating at 
the houses of other people. 

6598. G-iving them money and whiskey ? — Yes. 
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6599. Tou gave some money ? — I did. 

6600. Had you down on that list tlie different sums 
of money that you paid ? — I had, the most, hut not 
the wliole, because I gave money to some that I did 
not know their names. 

6601. And why did you give it to them ? — Because 
they told me they were friends of-Sir Thomas Burke 
and Lord Dnnkelliii. 

6602. And you gave money to persons that you did 
not know anytliing about ? — did not know at tho 
time, or expect to be paid by Sir Thomas Burke ; on 
my oath, I did not care at the time -wlietlier I was or 
not. 

6603. And you gave it in tliat way to persons that 
you did not know anything about ? — I did. 

6604. That is a most extraordinai-y thing ! what 
sums did you give to the bakers ? — I know some got 
2s. 6d. and Is. ; some were bakers ; I did not say 
tliat they were all bilkers. 

6605. But you knew some of them to be bakers ? 
—They were ; they followed Sir TJiomas Burke into 
niy house. 

6606. And you gave small sums to the baliers and 
others ? — Yes. 

6607. And used you to go into other houses and 
ti-eat tiiem there ? did you pay for any goods, tea and 
sugar, or things of that sort, for them ? — I did not ; 
of the 47. that w’ent in my own house some went in 
tiiat way. 



6608. You say 47. went in your own house. Did 
the other 117. go the way you have said, in money 
and treats ?— Itwas 107. altogether. 

6609. You Bay you spent Ul. ?_I did ; I wished 
to be under it with hun, so I kept no account of tlic 
rest. 

6610. Y0U moan to say that you lost 57. hy the 
transaction ?— I did, I think, mid more. 

6611. Did you tell that to Sir Thomas Burke ?— I 
did not, I told him no more than that. On my oath, 
m 1852, I gave 27. lOs. in silver througli the window' 
to a man I never seen. 1 threw it out to other nm-ties 
outside. 

T Why were you so lavish of your money for 

Lord Dunkelhn ?— Why, because I wished for his 



6613. But why would you give money out of your 
pocket ^ persons do not generally do so unless they 
expect something in retvu-n ?— I was fool enomrh to 
do it. 



6614. Why did you wisli liim returned ? Did you 
expect anything from him ?— I wished to get him 
returned. 

6615. Did you ever apply to liim for payment ?— I 

did not. . •" 

6616. Did you ever apply to him for situations for 
your friends ?— I had situations from liim. Ho got 
me as messenger to the Galway regiment when he 
was colonel. I was under obligations to him. 



David Henicky recalled, and further examined. 



6617. (Chief Cmnmissioner.) Did yon give a 
receipt for the 37. that you got from Mr. Bellew ?— 
Well, I am not sure. James Mannion and Bartley 
Sullivan and I were in the office, and we asked if we 
■were not to get sometliing on account. He first made 
a figure of 2, and then he said there were three of, us, 
aud he handed ns 37., as I was next to him, and I 



gave 17. to each of them. That is all the money 
I got except 17. that I got, on the eve of Die 
election. 

6618. You were exerting yourself for the town 
and county altogether ?— T was. 

6619. How much money went into your pocket 
altogether ?— Only the 17. Duit I got for the eoimty. 



James Clohekty sworn and examined. 



6620. (Chief Commissioner.) Are you a freeman ? 
— Yes. 

6621. What trade ?— Brogue-maker. 

6622. For whom did you vote ?— Colonel I\ench 
and Lord Dunkellin. 

6623. Did you get money from Mr. Semple ?— 



6624. How much ’—Thirty shillings. 

6625. After the election ?— After the election. 

6626. Did Mr. Semple teil you during the election 
that he had you on his list ? — He did. 

6627. Had you a vote at the election before Diis ? — 
Never. 



John Cooke sworn and examined. 



6628. (Chief Commissioner.)' Are you a freeman ? 
— Yes. 

6629. What trade ? — Tailor. 

6630. For wJiom did you vote at the last election ? 
— Colonel French and Lord Dunkellin. 

6631. Did you receive money from Mr. Semple ? 

I did, two months after the election. 

6632. How much ’—Thirty shillings. 

6633. During the election had Mr. Semple told 

you tiiat lie would have you upon liis list ? No. 



6634. Had you any conversation with liim durino' 
the election ? — He asked me to vote for Lord Dnn° 
kellin ; he told mo to vote for Lord Dnnkelliii and 
Colonel French. 

6635. Did he say anything about securing you ? 

No. 

6636. Or that he would do anything for you 'i 

No. 

6637 . Had you a vote at tho election before lliis 'i 
—No. 



James Farreei. sworn and examined. 



6638. (Chief Commissioner.) Are you a freeman ’ 
— ISo, a householder. 

6639. For whom did you vote at the last election ? 
—Air. O’Flaherty and Lord Dunkellin. 

6640. Did you get any money ? — I did. 

6641. How much ’ — Two pounds at Oliver’s. 

6042. For a card of Dr. Browne’s ?— Yes. 

0643. Had you a vote the election before this?,— Iliad. 
0044. At the election of 1852 for whom did you 
vote .’'—I voted for Mr. O’Flaherty and Mr. Blake. 



6645. Did you get any orders lor goods at that 
election ? — I did. 

6646. It was from Mr. Blake’s agent you got it ? 
— Well, I believe it was. 

6647. It was, no doubt of it: how much was it for ? 
—77. IO5. 

6648. (Mr. Commissioner White.) WJiat is the 

amount of your rating to the relief of the poor ? 

Eight pounds. 



TV. Dolan. 
12 Oct. 1857. 



David Hener}/. 



Juvtcs Clohcrly, 



John Cooke, 



James Farrell. 
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EVIDENCE tAkEN BEPOBE THE COMTOSSIONERS -APPOIMED TO INQUIRE INTO 
Michael Glynn (Bohermore) sworn and' examined. 



6649. {Chief Commissioner.) Are yon a freeman: 
— Yes, I am. 

6650. Wliat trade ? — ^Masoa. 

6651. For whom did you vote at the Iasi election ? 
— Colonel French and Lord Dunkellin. 

6652. Did you get money at the last election?—! 
got 30«. from Mr. Semple. 

6653. Was that after the election ? — It was two 
months after the election ; it was on the 3rd of June 
I got it. 

6654. Were you in the poor-house at the time of 
the election ? — The poor-house ! no, 



6655. Were you in the hospital ? — No, I was 
not. 

6656, Had Mr. Semple told you before' the elec- 
tion that he had you op his list ?— He told me 1 waa 
on his list, 

6657. And that ho would secure you, did he say 
that ?.x-.Oh, he did not tell me that he would secure 
me. 

6658, But whatever was going, you would get it v 

—Just so. ’ 

6669. Had you a vote before this ?— I had, but it 
was out in 1852. ^ 



Patrick Connell (Wood Quay) sworn and examined. 



6660. {Chief Commissioner.) Are you a freeman ? 

6661. Wbat trade ? — A carpenter. 

6662. For whom did you vote at the last election ? 
— Mr. O’Flalierty. 

6663. Did you receive money at Oliver’s on a card 
of Dr. Browne’s ? — No. 



6664. Did yon get any money at the last election 

—No. 

6665. Or after it ?— No. 

6666. No money at all ? No. 

6667. Had you a vote before the last election 
No. 

6668. Who brought you to vote ?— I walked out 
and polled myself. 



Reverend 
P. Daly, P.P. 



6669. {Chief Commissioner.) I think you are chair- 
man of the town commissioners ? — I am. 

6670. Has any roll of freemen ever been presented 
to the town commissioners by Mr. Lynch or any other 
person ? — I am not certain that there is ; it really- 
might be clone, because occasionally I am absent, and 
other persons take my place, and such a thing raio-ht 
])ossibly iiappen, but 1 am not aware. I know of 'no 
ollicial announcement of a roll being made. 

6671. Has any question relating to tlie freemen 
over come before tlie town commissioners as town 
commissioners ? — Not that I am awai-e of. 

6672. Or anything concerning them ? does that not 

he witliiu their jurisdiction ? No. 

6673. Have they any jurisdiction in connexion 
with tliem ? — The town clerk is our secretary by tlie- 
Act which constitutes the body, or.by some other Act. 
I am not exactly sure if the town clerk ought to have 
tho roll. There are a great many things that ought to 
be, that are not. 

6674. You are well acquainted with the constituency, 

I suppose ? — Well, really, I have given it no particulai' 
attention. 

6675. As yon fill the oiRce of chairman of the town 
commissioners, we wish to know whether there is 
anything you would desii-e to state to the Commission ? 
—I was anxious, if you wish, to make one statement 
with respect to the constituency. 

6676. Wo shall be very happy to receive it ? If 

the object of this Commission is in relation to the 
general rights of the constituency, I should like very 
much to see a, change, that is, to see a broader con- 
stituency, and on a different principle. I would like 
to_ SCO property and taxation represented in the con- 
stituency, and I would like to see vote by ballot. • 
lliat is theviow I take ; but as regai-ds any particular 
knowledge ot acts or deeds among the constituency 

X really have not any. 

mil. {Mr. Commissioner Leahy.) But with reference 

to cai-iying out your wishes, did anything occur to you 
as to a change regarding any particular class of voters, 
either as to the mode of their admission or continuing 
on the registi-y?— I would like to see all classes 
somewhat clianged. 

6678. Wiiat would you like ? Suppose we begin 

with the ratepayers, wliat change' would occur to 
you as desirable in that class ?— It would be most 
desirable to give them a franchise out of taxation to 
have no furtlier confusion in the matter, but to liave 
the rate of taxation required to give tho franchise 
lowered. ’ 

6679. That is, the scale of qualification lowered ? 

The qualification lowered; but I would. not. look' to 
any other qualification than, the receipt, showing the 



Reverend Peter Daly, P.P., swom and examined. 



fact that the man had paid a certain amount of taxation; 
and I do^ not think Parliament is justified in putting 
the constituency on any other basis. 

6680. Than taxation ? — Than taxation ; and it will 
• be always liable somewhat to the corruption of human 

nature until that is the fact, until tiiat and the ballot 
are enacted. 

6681. But arc not the present constituency of 81. 
ratepayers, ns faa- as that class goes, subject to taxa. 
tion ? — They ai-o, decidedly. 

6682. Do I understand you to mean, then, the 
lowering of the value of the tenements out of ivhieh 
they are Tated ? — The only thing that I would require 
would be, tliat a man should come before the slieriff 
with his receipts, and say, “ I am such a man, liere is 
“ my_ receipt for two shillings or three shillings, 
“ which I have paid in borough rate,” I do not caro 
what it is, so long as it is taxation, “ and I vote for 
such a man.” . 

6688. But I me-an, how would you limit the species 

of taxation ? is it in respect of houses? No, If a 

man lives in the boi-ough or place where he votes for, 
if he produces the receipt from the tax-gatherer, show- 
ing that he pays so much in that borougli, he ought 
to liave a riglit to vote. 

6684. But the tax must be in respect of a house ? 
—No, I mean land as well y it might be for fixed 
ju’operty, house or land'. I will hot inquire the size, 
if he contributes by taxation to tho interests of tie 
place. 

6685. Do I understand you to say, that wiien a man 
pays taxation, no matter what tlie amount of it is, ho 
ought to^ have a vote ?■ — Decidedly ; that is precisely 
my opinion. I do not care out of what ]ie pays 
taxation. _ I do not eai’e whether it is out of a trade 
or profession ; but if he pays it and lives within the 
borough, so as to have an intere.st in promoting the 
advantage of the place, I would be very anxious 
indeed for such a change ; for however perfect human 
nature riiay be, unless it is sustained by external 
means to prevent its fallibility,— unless it be controlled, 
liuman nature is apt to fall in many ways. 

6686. 'What would you say as to tlie class of voters 
in this borough, supposing them to liave no property, 
the poorei’ class of freemen ? — I do not cai'e wliat 
they are, I would give no man a vote that does not 
contribute something to the public burdens. 

6687. What are tliose public burdens, from your 
knowledge of the jiayments made to the town coin- 
missionei’s ? — There is the borough rate paid to them, 
the poor rate, and the county rate ; those, I believe, 
are the local rates. The borough rate is levied by the 
town commissioners. 
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6688. I am speaking of the town commissioners. 
The poor rates, the county rates, and tlie town com- 
missioners’ rates are tiie only charges, you say, levied 

here. I would wish to know, is there any other ? 

You have the county rate, the county of the town 
rate, levied by the grand jury ; you have the poor 
rate levied by the guardians, and you have tlie borough 
rate levied for the improvement of the town ; that is 
only leviable for special purposes mentioned in the 
act. Then there is the income tax ; but that being a 
general tax does not apply particularly ; but if a man 
lived in a boi’ough and paid only income tax, why 
should not he have a vote in the distribution of that 
income tax ? 

6689. Are you aware that a man, to pay income 
tax, must be comparatively a rich man ? he must be 
worth over 100/. a year ? — But I say any man who 
contributes in any pi-oportion ought to have a vote ; 
of course, if the other men ai-e qualified by the pay- 
ment of other taxes, a fortiori the income tax man 
will he also qualified. 



_ 6690. Tiien you say that you would exclude 
the freemen because they do not contribute to the 
taxation of the borough ? — I do not exclude any 
man, I say as a general principle. T did not speak 
one word of freemen or any other men in the way of 
exclusion, but I say, as a general principle, that if I 
were the legislature I would not give a vote to any 
man who did not produce a receipt showing that he 
had paid a certam amount of taxation in the locality 
for which he voted. I do not care what he is, whether 
he IS rich or poor ; I do not Care what he is; I would 
guard It by all means ; and I would think even that 
change in the system no advantage at all without the 
vote by ballot. I would not think it any gi-eat advan- 
tage, because we are all liable to more or less corrup- 
tion, and some persons are liable “ to go after the 
“ flesh-pots,” alfliough, of the class suggested, as I 
understand, here, it was a gi-eat lie to say they went 
after them. I am very glad to disburden myself of the 
“ flesh-pots,” and to throw the odium, where it ought 
to be, upon the individual. 



William Kejtmedy 

6691. (Chief Commissioner.') Are you a freeman ? 
-Yes. 

6692. What ti-ade ? — Tailor. 

6693. For whom did you vote ? — I voted for 
Colonel French. 

6694. Any one else ? — No, a full plumper. 

6695. Did you receive any money, or money’s 
worth ? — I did, 5s. Qd. 

6696. From Avhom ? — From Mr. O’Plaherty’s side. 

6697. Oh, you got 5s. Gd. at tlie other side ? — I 
got none at all on the French side. 



sworn and examined. 

^6698. No ; but having got the 5s. 6rf. from the 
O’Flaherty side, you then voted against him? — 
Colonel Bh-ench was not then in the field. 

6699. Was it when Mr. Blake was here ? — No, it 
was just a few days before Colonel French came 
down. 

6700. Had you a vote the time before this ? 

No. 

6701. Who was it gave you that 5s. Gd. ? — A ])oy 
at Mr. Edgai-’s, on Mr. O’Flaherty’s side. 



Ja3ies Ryan sworn and examined. 



6702. {^Chief Commissioner.) You are a freeman ? 
‘—Yes. 

6703. And you got 21. at Oliver’s on a card of 
Dr. Browne’s ? — Not a halfpenny. 

6704. Did you get any money from Oliver him- 
self ? — No. 

6705. Did you get any from Hyland ? — No. 

6706. Did you get any money at all from any- 
body ?— No. 

6707. Hsid you a vote the time before.? — Ihad. 

6708. For whom did you vote ? — B'or Lord Dun- 
kelliii. 

6709. Did you get any money at that time down at 
Nunn’s Island ? — Not a halfpenny. 

6710. Where Mr. Blake had the money going ? — 
Not a halfpenny. 

6711. Did you get none ? — I got 3«. from a niiui in 
Bohermore a month after the election. 

6712. What was his name ? — Lam-ence Heuehan. 

6713. And was that all you got at any time ? ^At 

any time. 

6714. And why did he give it to you ? — He was 
pai-tly concerned in the election j he was an agent at 
the time. 

6715. Were you and he drinking together, or was 
it in your own house it was given to you ? — I live 
three miles out of the town. 

6716. (^Mr. Commissioner Leahy.) Are you a i-ate- 
payer ? — I am a tradesman, but I live out of tlie town. 

6717. What reason did he give for offering such 
a small sum as 3s. ?— -I think I was in a hurry, and I 
was going to drink ; he and me was going to drink. 

I was in a hurry to some place else where I was em- 
ployed, and he gave me the 3s. 

6718. What did he say when he gave it to you ? 

“ Take a drink, James.” 

6719. Oil account of your vote ? — It was in a 
montli after. 

6^0. Did he say you was a good man, and here is 
6s. ? — He did not say anything ; he put his hand in 
his pocket and gave me 3s. . 

6721. Do you' recollect, the day you voted hero at 
the last election, h<mng a- card ?— Yes. 



6722. Do you recollect taking it into the booth 
when you voted ? — I took it out of the polling-room 
first down to the booth. 

6723. Well, do you recoUect anybody putting his 
name upon it in the booth ? — No. 

6724. Well, what did you do with it when you left 
tlie booth ? — I put it in my pocket. 

6725. Do you recollect a man coming up to see if 
it had a seal upon it ? — There w.as no seal jiut 
on it. 

6726. Do you recollect a man saying anything 
about a seal ? — There was never any seal jiut on it ; 
but when I got the ticket from Michael McNamai-a 
to go over to the poll to certify that I was the man. 

6727. But after you polled there was a mark put 
on it in the booth ? — There was no sign nor inai-k put 
on it. 

6728. Did you bring it away with you ? — I did. 

6729. What became of it afterwards ? — I heard 
Dr. Browne was giving money, and I gave it to 
Dr. Browne ; I got no money for it. 

6730. When did you give it to Dr. Browne ? — It 
was in a week after. 

6731. Did he send to you for it ? — ^No, he did not. 

6732. And you gave him up the ticket, and you 
told him you got nothing on it ? — Nothing ; nor I got 
nothing on it. 

6733. (Mr. Commissioner PFhite.) Did you ask for 
any money wlien you were giving it u]i ? — If I got 
money after the election I would talce it, but I did not 
get it. 

6734. And Avhy did you send away tho card to 
pr. Browne ? — It was myself gave it into his own 
hands. 

6735. And did you not ask him for anything ? — 
He did not promise me any money ; he took it and 
said nothing. 

6736. Do you expect that he will pay you •when 
all this is over ? — I do not know whether he will or 
not. 

6737. Did anybody promise you any money for 
your vote ? — Nobody did. 

6738. In 1852 ?•— -Noj nobody. 



Heverend 
P. Daly, P.P 

12 Oct. 1857. 



W. Kennedy. 



James Ryan. 
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EVIDENCE TAKEN BEFORE THE COilMISSIONERS APPOINTED TO INQUIRE INTO 



P. M. Lynch. 
12 Oct. 1857. 



Mr. Patrick Marcus Lykch, 

6739. {Chief Commissioner^ Have you brought 
tlie pajier that you were requested to iirepare ? — I 
liavG brought you the particulars ; it is a very short 
document. ( The witness then read and handedin the 
following return :') — 

‘Freemen enrolled by P. M. Lynch.” 



6th October 1841 
13th 

1st December 
6th 



I2th December 1842 
12th „ 1844 

16th „ „ 

12tli June 1846 
15th March 1847 
10th „ 

13th January 1852 
12th February 1856 



398 
125 

389 fishermen. 
7 tradesmen. 

3 » 

7 fishermen. 
25 tradesmen. 
60 „ 

13 

38 

322 



{Mr. l.ynch then produced for the inspection of the 
Commissioners the record kept hy himself of 
the admission of freemen, and requested per- 
mission to make a statement in reference to ?V.] 
6740. ( Chief Commissioner.) I think everything 
connecited with it is very fully in evidence already, 
but if you -wish to do so, the Commissioners have no 
objection ? — Sitting where you do now, I take down 
the names of all those persons, their places of resi- 
dence, and so forth, according as they come to me ; 
after tliat you will perceive that list of the men put 



recalled, and further examined. 

alphabetically, for the purpose of referring to it when 
afterwards coming before the bai-rister, to see that 
those jiersons claiming to be registered came before 
me. This is the notice which I give to all persons 
legally entitled to be on the register as freemen, of niy 
intention to hold a court. {Notice handed in.) The 
applications, you w’ill see, are sent in to Mr. John M. 
OTIara, the gentleman who was connected with the 
old corporation, and thus I conceive that there is 
anotlier check. I have the benefit of that gentleman’s 
assistance, and if he is not able to come personally 
his brother or some other person from his establish- 
ment invariably attends. I took every precaution 
that I could ; I certainly never to my knowledge 
admitted a man tliat I thought ought not to lie 
admitted, and I never refused to admit a man that I 
thought was entitled. 

6741. {Mr. Commissioner Leahy.) I see this roll 
is made out very regulai-ly and alphabetically ; were 
these names entered after the admissions took place ? 
—Immediately after. I got my clerk to do it alpha^ 
betically upon paper, and then afterwards I took my 
book home with me and entered it with my own liand. 

6742. D 9 es your clerk attend in court ?— No ; i 

take down the names in the first instance with my 
own hand. ■’ 

6743. {Mr.CommissionerWhite.) When Mr.Hamil- 
ton is revising the registry, do you attend w'ith him 
and bring that book ?— Yes, I do ; but I attended 
particuliU'ly when Mr. Freeman was assistant bai'- 
rister, because then the revising sessions used to be 
four times a year ; now there is only one. 



Timothy Glynn. 



TiMoiiiy Glysn (Bowling Green) sw'oni and examined. 



6744. {Chief Commissioner.) Are you a freeman ? 
— Yes, a registered one. 

6745. What trade ? — Stonemason. 

6746. Did you vote at the last election ? — I did. 

6747. For whom? — O’Flaherty and Lord Dim- 
kellin. 



6748. Did you get money at Oliver’s for a card of 
Dr. Browne’s, 21. ?— Two pounds. 

6749. Did you vote at the election before this ?— 
No; I was not registered. 

6750. Wlio told you to go to Oliver’s to get the 
21. ? — Why, I saw every person going, and I \viilked 
and got it. 



W. Iloggurty. 



William Hogoarxy sworn and examined. 



6761. {Chief Commissioner.) Arc you a freeman ? 
— Yes. 

6752. For whom did you vote at the last election ? 
— Colonel French. 

6753. Anyone else ? — No more. 



6754. Did you receive any money, money’s worth, 
or goods ? — No. 

6755. Had you a vote the election before the last ? 
— No, I had not. 



6756. {Chief 
— Yes, I am. 

6757. What trade ? — Nailer. 

6/58. For whom did you vote? — For Colonel 
Freneli and Lord Dunkcllin. 

6759. Did you get any money from Mr. Semple? 

Tivo months after the election Mr. Scmnle eave 
me 30.?. ^ ^ 

6(60. Did Mr. Semple tell you during the election 
he had you on his list ? — He did. 



and examined. 

6761. What did he say to you ?— He asked me if I 
would split for Lord Dunkellin, and I said I would 
give it to him, and two months after he arave me 
30s. 

6762. At the time he asked you, what did he sny 
about the list ? — No ; he did not say anything about 
the list when he asked me if I would vote. I voted 
freely for him. 

6763. Do you work in your trade for Mr. Semple ? 
— I do. 

6764. You are one of his workmen ? — Yes. 



Thomas Bath sworn 
Commissioner.) Are you a freeman ? 



M. Lcnihan. 



Martix Lexihan sworn and examined. 



6765. {Chief Commissioner.) Ai-e you a freeman? 
— Yes, I am. 

6766. For whom did you vote ? — Colonel French 
and Lord Dunkellin. 

6767. Did you get money from Mr. Semple ? In 

about two moutlis after the election I got 80s. from 
Mr. Semple. 

6768. Wbat are you by trade ? — Carpenter. 



6769. Do you work for Mr. Semple ? I do occa- 

sionally. 

6770. Did he ask you to vote ? — No ; he did not 
solicit me to vote. 

6771. And why did you vote for Lord Dunkellin ? 
— Because I fixed in my own mind to do so. 

6772. Had you a vote at the election before this ? 
—No, I had not. 
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John Heaney sworn and examined. 



blU- commtssto7ier.) Are you a freeman ? 

—I am. 

6778. A butcher ? — Yes. 

6779. For whom did you vote at the last election ? 
— I had ne’er a vote at the last election. 

6780. In 1852 ? — I voted for Mr. O’Flaherty and 
Mr. Blake. 

6781. Did you get 37. from Greany a little after 
the election ? — I did. 

6782. You got 37. from Greauy at that time as -a 
butcher ; how came it that you had not a vote at this 
election ? — There was a mistake in my name. 

6783. You got 37. like the rest of the butchers ; 
did Greany pay them all round ? — He paid some of 
them. 



Michael Quinlan 

6791. {Chief Commissioner.) Are you a freeman? 
—Yes. 

6792. What trade ? — Smith. 

6793. For whom did you vote at the last election ? 
—I did not vote for any of them. 



6784. On your oath did you do anything for that, 
except give your vote ?— On my oath I did ; I did all 
1 could. 

6785. You were making a noise on the table, 1 
suppose ?— I w^ making a little noise. 

butchers generally 

work ? — I did my best for my employer. 

6787. {Mr. Commissioiier White.) Were you not 
promised 77. at that election ’—Indeed, I was not. 

6788. {Mr. Commissioner Leahy.) Did the butchers 

who were not paid anything grumble much? Well no. 

6789. They did not, why ?— Gai-ra, I do not know! 

6790. Why were some left out when payment was 
gomg on ?— Oh ! it was only the old people that 
were no use ; they were not worthy of being paid. 



sworn and examined. 

6794. Had you a vote the time before ? No. 

6795. Did you get any money the last time for not 
voting ? — No. 

6796. And how came you not to give a vote ? I 

was not at home at the time. 



James Lynch Oemsby 

6797. {Chief Commissioner.) Are you a freeman? 
—Yes. 

6798. Wliat trade ? — Carpenter. 

6799. For whom did you vote ?— O’Flaherty and 
Lord Dunkellin. 

6800. Did you receive any money on a card of Dr. 
Browne’s ? — One of my family did. 

6801. They took the cai-d and got the money at 
Oliver’s ? — Yes. 

6802. Who spoke to you about the card and told 
you where the money would be given ? — Some of the 
freemen about. 

6803. What time of the day was it they told you 
that? — Just about 12 or 1 o’clock, I think , 

6804. Had you voted then ? — I had. 

6805. What time of the day did you vote ? — I think 
about 10. 



sworn and examined. 

6806. Wlien you were voting, did you hear any- 
thing about these cai-ds, and tlie paying at Dr. 
Browne’s ? — No, indeed ; not a word. 

6807. Was there talk among the freemen then that 
they were going to Dr. Browne ’—Not a word did I 
hear. 

6808. After you voted you sent some of your family 
to get it ’ — Yes. 

6809. Had you a rote the time before ?— No. 

6810. You signed the requisition to Colonel French ? 
— I did. 

6811. Who asked you to vote as you did ?— My 
landlord. 

6812. When you originally signed the requisition, 
what induced you to vote the way you did, was it the 
money ?— It was what I "wished, to give my landlord 
my vote. 

6813. {Mr. Commission^' Leahy.) Who is your 
landlord ? — Mr. Mansell, 



John Gillespie recalled, and further examined. 

_ 6814. {Chief Commissioner.) You wish to add something to your former evidence ?— I got 12s 6c7 
m 1852, and I never thouglit of telling it when I was here before. My landlord came to me and wanted 
me to vote for him, and then I got the 12s. Qd. 

6815. They paid your rent for you ?— I got 12s. Qd. when he wa.s distraining. 



Patrick Ward (College Road), sworn and examined. 



6816. {Chief Commissioner.) Are you a freeman ? 
— Yes. 

6817. For whom did you vote?— For Lord Dun- 
kellin and Mr. O’Flaherty. 

6818. Did you get any money at the last election ? 
—No ; not a pint of small beer, and that is a small 
trifle, I never got in it. I got no money and did not 
took for it either. 

election before? — I did. 

6820. For whom ? — For Mr. Martin Joseph Blake. 

6821. Did you get au order for goods at that time ? 
— iNo, indeed, from him. 



6822. From anybody ? — I got s 
Dunkellin. 



n-dcr from Lord 



Was it for money or goods ? — Only los. 6d. 

indeed. 

6824. {Mr. Commissioner T..eahy.) Was it money or 
goods ? was it goods out of a shop ? — I got it in cash •, 
I got 2 stone of flour, 1 lb. of tea, 2 >ound of siigai', 
and that was all ever I gained by electioneering. 

6825. That was from Lord Duiikellin’s .side in 
1852 ?— Yes. 

6826. {The Chief Commissioner.) What trade are 
you ? — A weaver. 



John Kearney. 
12 Oct, 1857. 



John Heaney. 



M. Quinlan. 



J. L. Ormshy. 



J. Gillespie, 



Patrick Ward. 
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JojiN Ppxoiroii.sv'oi-n and pxaijiined. 



6827. (Chief Commissioner.) Are you .a freeman ? 

— I am. • , 

6828. WJiat trade ? — Cabinet-maker. 

6829. For wliom did you vote ? — I voted for Colonel 
French. 

6830. Did you vote for anybody else ? — No ; I gave 

him a plumper. ' • ■ • 

6831. Did you get any money? — I received no 
money or goods of any kind at any election. 

6832. Did you vote at any election before ? — 1 did, 
at all the elections these lO years, and never got a 
halfpenny. 

6833. Any order for goods? — I got an order, for 



drink in 1852, and I took a- pint of porter or a glass 
of whiskey. 

' 6834. What side /was that from ? — I voted for Mr. 
O’Flaherty, and some of them, it might .be one of the 
men, gave it to me. 

6835. Some of his friends ?— His agents gave me 
an order for the drink. 

6836. (Mr. Commissioner White.) Are you a house- 
holder ? — I am a freeman. 

6867. Have you got a Louse ’—Yes, a dwellmg 
house. ' ■ ■ ' ’ \ ° 

6838. Could you qualify '’-r-Not exactly ; my house 

is not rated at 8Z. ; but I never received a halfpenny 
at any election these 10 years. 



ANDREtf Fitzpatrick sworn and examined. 



6839. (Chief Commissioner.) Are you a freeman? 
— Yes, I am. 

6840. What trade ? — Stone cutt'er. 

6841. For whom did you vote ?— I voted for 

Colonel French and Lord Dunkellin^ 

6842. Did you get any money from Mr. Semple ? 
— I did not see any money ; it was scnt' to ray house. 
I was not in town. 

6843. IIow much ?— Thirty shillings. ' 



6844. During the election had you beeii told by 
Mr. Semple that he put you on -his list, or anything 
of that kind ?— Never' a' word about it. 

6845. Had you, any conversation before you gave 
your vote about giving a vote to Lord Dunkellin ?— 
Nby ihdee^TJevef in my life. 

6846. Had you with Mr. Carter ? — I was speaking to 
Mr. Carter, 'but he did not ask me for my vote. I 
told him from TUyself- that I would give it. ,■ • ■ ' 

6847. Had you a vote the time before ?— No.’ 



Martin Carnet sworn and examined. 



6848. (Chief Commissioner.) Are you a freeman ? 
' — I am. 

6849. Voted for Mr. O’Flahertv and Lord Dun- 
kellin ? — Yes. • 

6850. Got 2/. at Oliver’s pigeon-hole on a . card of 
Dr. Lrowne’s ? — No ; I know nothing about it. 

6851. And was your card sealed ?— My card was 
not sealed. I never got any money at all. I am 
voting these 24 years. I am a corporation freeman. 



6852. Had you a vote the time before ? Yes. 

•6853. For whom - did you vote that time ?— Mr. 
Blake. 

6854. Did you get an order for goods ? — defy any 
man to say I did. 

6855. Goods, tea, or sugar? — Tea, or sugaiyor 
anytliing. I never got any compensation in my life 
by electioneering, and I am voting these 24 years. 



Michael Conlan sworn and examined. 



6856. (Chief Commissioner.) Are you a freeman ? 
— Yes. 

6857. What trade ? — Nailer. 

6858. Did you vote for Lord Dunkellin and Colonel 
French ? — I did. 

6859. Did you get money from Mr. Semple ? I 

got to the amount of 30j. between money and iron ; 

I got 15s. in iron and 15s. in cash. 

6860. Does he sell iron ? — His brother sells it. 

6861. You got 15s. from him in iron, and you got-- 
the order from himself ? — I did. 

6862. Did you get that iron while the election' was 
going on ? — No, upwards of two months afterwards. 

6863. Do you work for Mi‘. Semple or liis bi-other ? 
—I never made a nail for him. 



6864. Did Mr, Semple tell you that he had you on 
list ? — ^No, lie never canvassed me ; it was one of my 
own trade. 

6865. 'What is his name ?•— Bath, an old man, that 
was on the table ; he asked mfe in the tnorning what 
time I was going, and he said, “ Gome along with me.” 

6866. Had you any talk about an ordra ? — ^No, 'we 
never talked of an order. 

6867. Did he tell you Lord Dunkellin paid very well 
•the time- before or that anything good would he going ? 
— He did not ; I knew it myself. 

' •' 6868. Oh, it was well known that he was a good 
pay ? — The town knew-that he was very good. 

6869. Had you a vote in 1852 ? — I had no vote in 
1852. ' . 



Michael Fahy sworn and examined. 



6870. (Chief Commissioner.) Are you a freeman ? 
— Yes. 

6871. What trade? — Tobacco spinner, 

6872. For whom did you vote ?-~Coionel French 
and Lord Dunkellin. 

6873. Did you get money from Mr. Semple ?— I 
did. 

6874. Thirty shillings ?~Tliirty sliillltga. • 

6375. Had Mr. Semple been telling you during the 

election that he had you on his list No, nor for a 
l<mg time after. • , • , 



6876. "Wlio told you to vote for Lord Dunkellin ?— 
Bath, the nailer. 

, 6877. The same man we heard of before ? — Yes. 

6878. Were you and Bath comparing note's ; was 
Bath telling you what a good pay Lord Dunkellin 
was the time before ? — 1 had no dealings with him 
the time before. I could have dealings with him if I 
thought proper, but I did not. 

6879. For whom did you vote that time ? — 1 voted 
for Blake and O’Flalierty at the, election before. 

6880. Did you get an order for goods that time ?— 
No. 
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sworn iind examined. 



Paihick Daly 

6881. {Chief Commissioner.) Arc you a freeman ? 
— Yes. 

6882. What trade ?— Cooper. 

6883. Did you' vote at the last election ? — I did. 

6884. For whom ? — O’Flahefty and Lord Dun- 

keilin. ' ‘ ' ■ . ■ • 



6885. ^ Did you get 2/. at Oliver’s for a card of Dr. 
Browne’s ?— Never received a penny at any election. 

6886. You never received a penny ; did you get 
loi’ goods at the election before this ? — No. 

6887. {Mr. Commissioner Ifynife.) Have you a house 
or are you, a weekly .teniuit ? — A weekly tenant. 



Patrick Daly. 
12 Oct IS57. 



Andrew Hunkellt 

6888. {Chief Commissioner.) What trade are you ? 
A tailor by trade. 

6889. For whom did you vote ? — ^Lord Dunkellin 
and Colonel French. 

6890. Did you get any money from Mr. Semple 
after the election ? — ^No. 

6891. From anyone ? — No.' 

6892. Goods or orders for goods ? — Np. 

6893. Did you get whiskey ? — I did not take a 
glass of .spirits these 17 years or a tumbler of alei ' 



sworn and examined. 

6894. For whom did you vote at the election before 
this ? — Mr. Blake, and Mr. O’Flaherty. 

6895. Did you get an order for goods that time ? 

No. 

6896. Are you regularly working as a tailor ?— 
I am. 

6897. {Mr. Commissioner' Leaky.) Are you a 
countiy tailor ? — I work both in the country and the 
to^ra. I never gained a penny-piece by an election, 
and never asked. 



A. Henndbj. 



Barry hhNEGAN sworn and examined. 



6898. {Chief Commissioner.) Ai-e you a freeman? 
—Yes. 

6899. 'What trade ? — House painter. 

6900. For whom did you vote ? — I voted for Colonel 
Frencli, and I hope I will vote for hun again. 

6901. Did you receive any mon,ey from Mr. 
Semple ? — Not so much as yourself gotl 

6902. Well, from anybody ? — No, not a fai-thing. 

6903. Had you a vote tlie time before ? — I had. 

6904.. For whom did you give your vote theu ? I 

gave it to Mr. O’Flaherty and Lord Dunkellin. 

6905. Were you at Nun’s Island when Mr. John 
Blake had the pigeon-hole ? — No. 

6906. Did yon get any money that time through a 
wall ? — No, but through the door. 

6907. How much came to you through the door ? 
— 3h. came to me through the key-hole. 

6908. The key-hole ? — Through a hig key-hole. 

6909. For a ticket ? — ^For a seMed ticket, and the 
very day after I got the money, I walked my 26 miles 
to go to work for him, and because I was not in time 
I lost my job. 

6910. But you never said a word of tliat when you 
were getting the money ? — I did not know the man 
that I got the money from. 

6911. Who canvassed yoiji.to vote for Lord Dun- 
kelliii "i- — It was Mr. Ambrose Bush. 

6912. And the last time ? — Ho did not say I would 
get any money or promised me any. 

,6913. But he asked you ?~He asked me to •vote, 
and he is a gentleman that I have a sincere wisli for, 
and I voted for him. ^ . 

6914. And when he asked you to vote, you did ? — 
I did, .because I considered Lord Dunkellin a more 
efficient member than Mr. O’FIalierty. 

6915. Do you know Mr. Cai-ter ? had you anything 
to say to him at the last election ? — He had something 
to say to me though ; he asked me would I .vote for 
Lord Dunkellin,; I told liim I promised Mr. Rush ; 
“ Oh,” says he, “ that is all the same ; any one that 



“votes for Lord Dunkellin vvill be put down as agents 
“and get 37.,” and I never saw a sight of it since. 

6916. Of ?.^No, but .'of the 37. 

6917. What did he say to you about it, when you 
asked him ? — He told me ho washed liis hands out 
of it. 

6918. Did he say lliat he had uo more money? — 

He did not say he. had any money at all ; he said he 
washed his hands out of it' and that he had no 
money. ... 

6919. Did he say when the Commission was over 
he might be doing something for you ? — Upon my 
oath he did not. 

6920. You have not even that consolation ? — No, I 
have not ; I was only a cai-eless ])asser. 

6921. {Mr. Commissioner Leahy.) Whenever you 
met him you asked him for the money ? — No, I did 
not, because I met him different times ; I was woi'king 
in his house. 

6922. Did he say lie was followed by a great 
many ? — ^I do not know, but I might have asked him 
more than once what time would we be getting that 
agent’s ije ; I have no doubt but I might have asked 
hiiti. 

6923. But in a serious point of view ? — I never 
went particularly to his house about it; I was working 
for him, and, working in his house, and I believe I 
asked .him two oy three times. 

6924. "You were very anxious to vote for Lord 
Dunkellin ?•— I said no such thing that I was very 
anxious. 

6925.. You said you would wish to vote for him 
again ? — I said Colonel French. 

6926. You are very ungrateful ? — Oh, it is quite 
general ; I do not see much gratitude among any 
of us.- 

6927. But you got money from Lord Dunkellin in 
1852 ?_I did. 

. 6928. Well, you may go now ? — Thank you ; good 
bye, gintlemen. 



Barry Finego 



John Garvey stvorn and' examined. 



6929. ( Chief Commissioner.) Are you a freeman ? 
—I am, since the yeai- 1832. 

6930. For .whom did you vote ? — Colonel French. 

6931. Did you get any money or money’s worth ? 
—No, nor never got it; 

6932. Did you get any order for goods at the 
election before this ? — No, not a naggin of whiskey ; 
the year before this we never looked for it. 

{Mr. Commissioner Leahy.) Do you mean to 
say that in the very good elections, when lots of 



money was going, you did not get anything ? — 
Nothing. 

6934. Nor an order ? — Nor an ord(n'. 

6935. Did you refuse them ? — I did not refii.se ; 1. 
fUcl not go in the way of them. 

6936. Did any jierson come to tempt you ? — 1 was 
told I would get it different times ; but iu Monahan’s 
election I refused it, and 1 voted for O’Flalici-ty and 
Father Roche. 

6^37. In 1852 ? — In 1852 my vote was neglected 
by Mr. D’Arcy’s clerk. 



John Garvey, 
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P. Holland. 
12 Oct 1857. 



Patrick Holland 

6938. ( Chief Commissioner.') Ai-e you a freeman ? 

6939. What trade ? — A Btone-eutter. 

6940. For whom did you vote ? — Mr. O’FlaJierty 
and Lord Dunkelliii. 

6941. Did you get money at Oliver’s for a card of 
Dr. Browne’s ? — I did, 21. 

6942. Had you a vote the election before this ?— 
Ko. 



sworn and examined. 

6943. Who told you to go to Oliver’s for that 21 s 
— A boy named McLoughlin in this town. 

6944. He told you to go ?— He told me to go there 

and I would get the money. ’ 

6945. Did he tell you that early in the day 
He did. 

6946. About what time of the day ?— I believe 
between nine and ten o’clock. 



Mr. Peter Austin Fynn sworn and examined. 



6947. {Chief Commissioner.) Your name is on a 
billot exchange in 1852, to pay expenses incurred 
for Mr. Martin Joseph Blake’s election ? — ^It was. 

6948. Had you anything to say to these expenses 
being incurred ?_Well, I took a very active part for 
Mr. Blake at that election. A long time before the 
Spring Assizes, in 1852, Lord Dunkellin commenced 
his canva.ss ; if I may use the term, he commenced 
operations then ; he employed agents, and had the 
populaa- ieeling of tlie town up to neai-ly the time of 
tile election. As you are aware, we were obliged to 
get up a requisition to induce Mr. Blake to stand. I 
went about and got it signed myself, and I was 
shouted at and liooted everywhere I went. When 
Mr. Blake decided on coming forward, Mr. Joyce and 
myself made a canvass, and we went to the committee 
room and were there deliberating on our plans, and 
we saw that tiie popular clamour was so strong that 
we should take some steps to produce a reaction, and 
there and then it was decided that orders should be 
given, lo that extent I am aware of what occurred ; 
but I was not aware at the time of the extent of the 
orders. Tlie fact was, that at the time the town was 
in possession of Lord Dunkellin, and we turned the 
tide very rapidly ; and it was quite the other way on 
tlie following moiTiing, and we proceeded on our 
canvass the following morning. 

6949. And were those orders exclusively for 
voters ? — Oh, no; they were intended for the mob. I 
think it was entirely for the mob, because Lord Dun- 
kcllin had a great mob, a pai-ty of “ botheen boys,” 
as they are called. 

6950. The object was to change the popular feeling 
generally by opening houses for the use of the public ? 
— A great deal of that drink was obliged to be given 
to get up the steam, as tiiey call it. 

6951. Do you kimw anything of direct payments to 
voters at that time ?— No, I do not know of any direct 
payment then or before or after tlie election ; except 
in the way I have mentioned. I think there were 
some parties wlio were paid as agents. 

6952. The butchers were mentioned here ? I was 

aware that an arrangement was entered into with the 
butchers, hut I was not a party to it. Mr. Murphy 
gave a list of persons who were paid at that 
election. 

6953. Do you know of any others? — I 
perhajis iiavc ordered Mr. Murphy to get one or two 
pm-ties paid, but I do not recollect. 

6954. _ Had you anything to say to the last election ? 
—Nothing in tlio world; but I was most anxious for 
the return of Mr. D’Flaherty and Lord Dun- 
kellm. 

6955. What was the precise reason for employing 
the butchers as agents in 1852 ? — The principal 
reason was more the physical force object than any- 
thing else. Lord Dunkellin had a great number of 
tenants, and a great number of freemen were employed 
who are commonly called “ botheen men they are 
always employed to shout and take possession of the 
tahlo at the hustings, and in consequence of their 
number being so great we were obliged to cmi)loy the 
butchers. 

6956. The butchers are able to meet any number ’ 
—oil, they iii-e ii very formuhiWe party, and the finest 
fellows you can have at au election. 



6957. Had you anything to say in lists being pre- 

pared, professing to give the names of freemen who 
were to receive money ?— No ; I have a perfect 
recollection of making out a list of street-agents, and 
we appointed a great number of freemen as per- 
sonating agents. ^ 

6958. Do you know of persons making out lists 
without authority ?— I was accosted several times by 
parties saying that they had lists of 12 or 20 of their 
own guild, and I know very well, from having pre- 
viously canvassed some of these psu-ties, that the 
thing was all a ruse. 

6959. To make themselves out influential ?— They 
wanted to raise money, nothing more than that. I 
think the men had no influence. 

6960. And have you found persons presenting lists 
with the names of tliose whom you had yourself can- 
vassed ?— One man had a list ; others said they had ; 
I did not see them. They said they could bring a 
certain number of voters to the poll. One man, named 
Burke, a carpenter, who was working for ourselves 
six or seven months before, promised to bring six 
voters whom he said he had influence upon, and that 
we might calculate upon them for Mr. Blake and 
Mr. Oklaherty in tlie election of 1852; but on the 
day ot polling I could not see him at all, and I then 
sent to his house in Market-street, where he said he 
liad five or six men locked up in a room, and he said 
these men would not go to the poll unless they got 
51. or 6l. each ; and I said I would not listen to any- 
thing. He seemed reluctant to let me into the room, 
so I went away, and he sent for some of my clerks 
and then lowered his price, I think to 41., and ulti- 
mately he came down to 2L ; but the result was 
probably the richest part of all, for when he found 
tliere was no chance of Mr. Blake being beaten, as 
his majority was so great over Lord Dunkellin, lie 
then came out and voted, and afterwards claimed 
money and got nothing. 

6961. Who was that man, do you say ?— I believe 
he has since gone to America. I think John Burke 
IS his name. 

6962. Have you found that those persons who 
bring lists of this description were able to keep their 
word about producing voters afterwards ?— I do not 
think they are, from my experience in 1852, and I am 
not speaking of any other. I think, myself, there is 
a great deal of exaggeration about the corruption of 
the freemen. 

6963. Is that your opinion ? — I do say it most 
decidedly from my experience in 1852, because I 
took a veiy active part then. It is right to tell 
you that they were not altogether so veiy easy of 
access at that time as people imagine ; for on two or 
three occasions we had to attend meetings of the 
diffei'ent guilds, and on one occasion I went witli 
Mr. Blake himself to the guild of bakers, and before 
we went there, tliey were very much prejudiced 
against Mr. Blake, and would not listen to our pro- 
posals at all ; we wanted to explain to them that they, 
were wrong, but with a great deal of difficulty we 
succeeded in getting them to call a meeting of the 
guild, and accordingly they did call a meeting at the 
house of a man named Burke in Dominick-street, and 
there was a chairman apjiointed, and they questioned 
Mr. Blake very fully ; and his replies were so very 
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satisfactory that they passed a resolution moving a 
vote of confidence in Mr. Blake, and they promised to 
support him. 

6964. Were all the questions of a political cha- 
racter ? — ^As to votes he had given in the House of 
Commons. 

6965. Do you think, that the proceeds of the orders 
which you and Mr. Joyce thought necessary went 
among tlie freemen, or generally among the people ? 
—Weil, I think the orders, wlien first spoken of, were 
cei-tainly intended for these “ botheen men,” or the 
mob. I think so. 

6966. They practically included everybody in the 
end, whether freemen or a mob ? — Well, that was 
intended. All these street agents were most active, 
useful men. I never saw men work so indefatigably 
and sincerely. I never saw anything like tlieir 
devotion ; because you must know that a great pre- 
judice was got up against Lord Dunkellin at the time. 
In the interim between the time when he first com- 
menced his canvass, the Ecclesiastical Titles Bill took 
place, and Lord Clanrlcai-de, I believe, gave his sup- 
port to it in the House of Lords, and the Stockport 
riots wei'6 also got up. 

6967. And you made use of it ? — We had all the 
Roman Catholic clergy with us, and the Keverend 
Mr. Roche accompanied Mr. Blake on his canvass, 
and he was very influential, in addition to all these 
topics operating on the voters ; and he delivered an 
address to the congregation at mass very sti-ong 
against Lord Dunkellin, and in favour of Mr. 
O’Flaherty and Mr. Blake, and against bribery, in the 
strongest terms. In addition to this we had a very 
large and infl.uential meeting in front of the chapel 



called St. Patrick’s chapel, after mass, and a very 
forcible speech was made there by Mr. Roche. 

6968. Do you think any amount of money would 
have returned Lord Dunkellin against all these dif- 
ferent sources of influence which you have mentioned? 
—I do not think any amount of money would have 
done 80 . 

6969. [Mr. Covimissio7ier Leaky.) From what you 
know of the election in 1852, was much of the money 
given to the agents for distribution, stopped in their 
hands ?— I am quite sure very little of that 2,000Z. 
that was given by Lord Dunkellin reached the hands 
of the freemen. I am confident of that. 

6970. {Chief Corimiissioner^ However, you were 
not acting for him, you Avei’C altogether opposed to 
him ?— From all I could learn that is my belief, and 
I was as much against him as I could be. 

6971. {Mt. Commissioner Leahy.) You wish to add 
something to your evidence ? — You asked a question 
on Saturday about the trade of Galway ; perhaps I 
can give you some information. The trade of Gahvay 
has been reti-ograding for some time after 1847, in 
consequence ot the famine and in consequence of our not 
being able to grow sufficient food to support ourselves, 
and there being no exportation of corn as formerly ; but 
for the last few years things have been looking better ; 
and for the last two years there has been a gradual but 
steady increase, and in this year we have had five or 
six more timber ships than we had for years. 

6972. Has business received any increase in the 
town ? — I do not mean shop trade, but mercantile 
trade. 

6973. You are largely engaged in trade? — I am,; 
and I may also say there is a great increase in the 
coasting trade. 



Afr. 

P. A. Fynti. 
12 Oct. 1857. 



Mr. Robert PotvER 

6974. {Chief Commissioner.) An account was given 
by Sir Thomas Burke of a great pai-t of the money 
advanced by Lord Dunkellin for the purposes of the 
last election, but not of some 300A or 4001. ; can you 
explain what became of it ? — I know, with respect to 
part of it, how it was disposed of. 

6975. Well, how was that ? — There was a gi-eat 
number of respectable agents and solicitors employed 
at the last election for Lord Dunkellin, for whom it was 
considered that a sum of six guineas was not adequate 
payment ; and in consequence of that, after the time 
for petitioning had expired, I paid to the solicitors 
what I considered they ought to get. To Mr. 
Donnellan 15A, another gentleman lOA ; in all I 
gave the amount of 125Z ; there was a sum of 49/. 
which I expended for street agents and for clerks 
that were employed in the different tally-rooms, and 
these moneys (which I paid also) I received from 
Mr. Darcy, who is Lord Clanriciu-de’s agent. And 
on one occasion, the day we went down to the sheriff 
to regulate respecting what he was to get, the three 
agents, Mr. Rochfort, Mr. O’Flaherty, and myself 
conferred as to the sum tliat he ought to be paid. 

6976. The sheriff? — The sub-sheriff ; because what 
is provided for by the Act of Parliament is quite 
inadequate in its limit for the actual expenses out of 
pocket, and we agreed upon a sum of 70/. eadi. There 
were five booths and the legal allowance did not pay 
at all ; we calculated what it would be. Then Mr. 
Martin O’Flaherty told me that ho was not authorized 
by Mr. J. Blake, acting for Colonel French, to pay 
such a sum, and in consequence that aiTangement 
could not be actually cai’ried out, and therefore I went 
and confined myself strictly to the Act of Parliament, 
Md I only paid the sheriff what were his legal fees ; 
but when the time expu’ed for petitioning, I put him 

same position as the agents, and paid him the 
difference of 33/. There were other payments of 
that character made. 

6977. Bona fide payments rvliich you believed to 
be correct ?— Yes. 



sworn and examined. 

6978. {Mr. Commissioner Leahy.) Is Lord Clan- 
ricarde in Ireland ? — believe not ; the last time 
I heard of him he was in Paris, and I met Mr. 
Johnny Kirwan in Ballinasloe, who left London on 
Wednesday. 

6979. Were you conducting agent for Lord Dun- 
kellin in 1852 ? there was an immense expenditure 
then, some 2,000/. ? — There was a great expenditure 
unfortunately at that period, and a great deal of it 
was spent before the election, or before I came down 
here at all. 

6980. Was it in entertaining and getting up an 
excitement ? — I believe tliat a great deal of it was ; 
I have receipts for some of the amounts. There was 
a sum of 50/. paid to a jicrson named Forde for the 
entertainment of Lord Claiiricarde’s men when the 
tenants came in from time to time ; there was really 
a great waste of money, and notwithstanding the 
expenditure that had taken place, there were fourteen 
civil bill processes served on my Lord Dunkellin, 
everyone of which was dismissed. 

6981. After all the expense that had been in- 
curred ? — Yes, after all that large expenditure. 

6982. Was that for goods supplied? — Some for 
entertainment, and some for alleged services. Tho 
fact is that there were a great number of persons, as 
Mr. Fynn lias mentioned, who said they knew the 
trades and could caiTy tlio trades with them, wlio 
were appointed sti-eet agents before the election ; and 
when the election came on and tho day of polling, 
scarcely any were forthcoming ; they all went into the 
enemy’s camp. There were circumstances witli regard 
to that election ([uite unprecedented ; for instance, 
we considered Lord Dunkellin would have been almost 
the popular candidate in 1852, but then when the 
election took place, in consequence of Lord Duukellin 
having declined to support a certain party connected 
with the county election, the Protestant party in the 
town, to the extent of 40, came to the detennination of 
voting against him. That and the Stockport riots 
lost Lord Duukellin the election ; for I believe, but 

XS 



Mr. R. Power, 
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Mr. R. 
12 Oct. 



Fcr. for tlio Stekport liote, Fatlisr EochP and-the clergy ■ Lord Clanrloardo;?— No, I ted pot; Lord Otoric-a. 
“issr would not have takeu part against Lord Dunkellin in - was not here at all. • •• :■ ,, 

7000. Or any communication by wi-iting ?~No • 
because ! tliinkLord Clauricardedid.not interfere in 
consequence of the disaster of 1852; Mr. Andrew Blake, 



. 1852 ; and if. they had not, I tiiink Lord Dunkellin 
would have been the sitting member. 

6983. Of that -expenditure, do you think what was 
laid out in shops and upon the entertainment of voters - 
would account for a large proportion of the money 
that was laid out ? — I know I' had an account of the 



and Sir Thomas Burke did what they liked. 

7001. You think if Loi’d Clanricarde were here he 
could not tell much? — I am perfectly .satisfied 1 



expenditure, I think, for the entertainment of some of could not teU you so much as I h^yedold you foTav ""t 
them, and for the court-house, lodgings, and items of have got an account from Mr. Darcy of . the montv J 



there were a great number of them ; some of them 
were voters and some of tliem were uot^ but there 



c greet pcmto of theae“per»n.lSpi;yeaf™ if tte“Lney b“ 

flie puppoae of gotting then- interest and tieir votes, by any of the avents beoanee that it (L „ ? ^ 



jcconnt amounted to 8621 ; and in that account I Sich la^ been "sw^tel 

itefi TASr 

strSfaiSs’ »"“■>. took tile Sooll™ hcM,”and”nv 

street agents that yon are talking ?— Street agents trary to onr wish and desire this man sent in“n,iv, 
and houses of entertainment. ' - of whiskey, mid so forth, and let in aX”e banil rf 

69Sn. And yon sa^ there mte a <; 0 ™eqociice was a sceM 

ai-e several 



to a freemanin that?—! could not say exactly; I am drunkenness be^nd anything; there 

satisfied that some of the street agents must have j,i -i.- ® ’ i..?'- 



been freemen. 

6986. Mr. J. H. Blake’ 



statement accounts for the 



place was, and the greatest difficulty in the morninff 
was to sret the nlaee elenvArl Tr^. ° 



other payments? I did no. know iy ono“;.;m Smbyfiot Tgit?nytSg 
whatso^L description atfributed very much the loss of that election to thf 

T g J n . di-f. n improper way in which this man acted. ' The con 

6987. ! am reque,sted to ask, did you- seek to engage sequence was that he brought an action, and in the 
r. Murphy as an agent at the election of 1852 ? — ! meantime, before it was tried wouf off 



meantime, before it was tried, wont off to' America, 
but we gave a consent, in order to try it before the 
assistant ban-ister, that be should issue four civil bill 
processes for 40?. each, for tlie' purpose of trying fie 
bond fide merit of the case. The case was tried, and 



would have been very happy indeed if ! thought ! 
could have had his assistance and that of Thomas Lee, 
if I could have got them in 1852, but they were 
unfortunately concerned against me. We had the 

at the last election. • it was dismissed by the assistantbariTsterl buT’th^ 
6988. Wm Mr. Murphy aheady retained when you ! think my Lord Dunkellin, throiu^h compassion aS 

idei took the manaeement of Lord Dunlc«Jl,r,’« seeing this man had done so from a mistiffien mUive 

111 his interest, gave either 40?. or 50?. to his wife to 
enable her to go to her husband in America when it 
was all over, and after the case was dismissed, and 
forgave him the .costs. 



undertook the management of Lord Dunkellin’ 
election in 1852 ?— 1 am sure he was, because if he 
were not, we should have had him. 

6989. {The Chief Commissioner.) Was Lord Dun- 
kellin 'here in 1852 attending to his own election ? 

He was' here ail the time, both before and dui-ing the 
election. 

6990. And lie was in India during the last ? ^!n 

the last he was in India. 

6991. {Mr. Commissioner Leahj.) Did any of the 

money paid in 1857 pas.s through your hands, or 
under order from you ?— I got from Mr. Darcy the 
several sums that I have mentioned, tlie 125?., the snd 
payment to the clevks. hui^ ..i,, 



7003. {Mr. Commissioner Leahy.) Theu you think 
upon the whole that in 1852 agreat deal of that money 
was given to the shopkeepers who supplied orders 
voluntanly in the way you have mentioned ?— I am 
satisfied of it ; and in that way the shopkeepers and 
the better class gained more than the freemen. There 
named McDonnell, a grocer in this town, 



payment to the clerks, and the money paid fo’ the S "r^ .‘hat lie. ought not to be paid, and 

sheriff. . '• ‘ook up the case for him ; it was fried 

6992. Altogether, 600?. and odd ?— Oh no - that , and was a very Jong 

as in 18,52. ’ lasted the entire day, and Lord Dunkellin would have 

succeeded in tliis matter, were.it not for Mr. O’Shauo-h- 



■was in 1852. 

6993. How much- did you get altogether from vv, > i ■ • 

Mv. Darcy i„ 1867, for disbursemmts ??-I j„8t g„t M. "'To 

wlmt I mentioaed ; and I do not think I got mofe - ^ T?!’ “-“o ■“ 

12SI., iSL, and 1 think 321., or aometiiing for difforont Sd *7 "'“I'er there waa snch an agency aa to 
piiymcnta ; I do not think I paid any more than that S ,, ^ r “ '‘i>o» 
- - rd Cianricai-de'e agent?.- “jV 



6994. Mr. Darcy is Lord i 
lie is liis liind agent. 

6995. And the money applied in that election was 
Lord Clanncarde’s money ?— Of course it was : Lord 
Dunkellin is his son. 

6996. Were you present at tlie settlement of any 



aside, the verdict. I thought it better to submit, as it 
■vyas only for 25?., but ! mention that because in 
the, bill of particulars every kind of tradesmen, bakers, 
shoemakers, tailors, and butcliei-s were mentioned. 

- 7004. But as to the bills from the shopkeepers, you 

account with reSpect to that expenditure at which ‘bought from the exorbitant and unfair demands that 



Lord Clanricarde was present ?_No ; I do not think 
Lord Clanricarde was present at any settlement ; 
Mr. Dai-cy paid the amount of the orders, and charged 
it against Lord Clauricarde’s account, and Lord Clan- 
riciircle knew no' more about it. 

6997. {Chief Commissioner.) Whatevei- Sir Thomas 
I^rke did, of course Lord Clanricarde would not 

object to' the agent carrying out, I should think? 

Of course not. 

6998. {Mr. Commissioner Leahy.) Were you hero 
before and after the election of 1857, and at the 
polling ?— I was. 

6999. Had you any communication durino- the 



were made upon you, that a great deal of money must 
ha-ve been gained by them at that election ?— I thialc 
there was. Really, the people here attacked me for 
nearly two yeai-s after the election was over, claiming 
sums that they alleged' they were entitled to. 

7005. Do you mean- shopkeepers ? No, street 

agents, voters, and so on ; I said T never gave money 
to a voter, and so strong was the feeling that on one 
occasion the club-house where I was was literally 
attacked ; and Mr. Eaftery'had to go down to get a 
couple of men to escort me to the railway, so great 
was die mob that were looking for mortey. 



Dollinff nr 11 daw _ ’^006- ( Chief Commissioner. ) Where was Lord 

polling, 0,1 a clay oi two before the election, with Clanricarde on the day of t’ ' 



’ the polling ? — I heard he 
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drove, from Mr. Dai-cy’yj into.Atljemy ,to lieaa- tlic 
resuit of the election, according as it Avent pn. 

7007. Were i.s Mr. Darcy’s ?■ — At WoodviUe, about. 
Jive or seven jniies from the AtJienry station ; but ho 
did not come to Galway.: 

7008. (Mr. Commissioner White.') With reference 

to these charges jnade by McDonnell and otlier sliop- 
Iceepers similarly circumstanced,. did you consider the. 
charges they Avanted to malce exorbitaiAt ? — I did mot, 
look so much into that, 'becau.se I considered, sve Avere 
not bound to pay for the things, as, they had been 
given Avithout authority. • . 

7009. Then you do not . mean to say that they 
wanted to chai-ge exorbitant prices for their' goods ? 
—I do. not ; I did imt examine.-them Avitli that view. 

7010. (Mr. Commissioner Leahy.) lu fact, tlie. 
accounts might have been for goods' that were de» 
livered, or that were never delivered at all ? — Tliey 
were given without any sanction from me ; 1 gave 



the most positive directions that the agents should Mr. R. power. 

not do any acts that would invalidate the election;, A 

and so pai;ticular was I, that I remember takino' the 
opinion of Mi-. Darcy as to the mode in AA'hich I Avas 
to conduct the election, in consequence of the change 
of the law ; but AA-hen I came doAvn, they did Avhat 
they liked here, and they did not cai-o for laAv or 
anything else.. 

7011. Were- there, to your knoAvIedge, any tele- 
graphic messages coming from Lord Clanricarde, at 
Athenry, Avith instructions to the agents here ?— I 
did not see any or hear- of any.- ' I wish to state that 
in addition to the money that came into my hands in 
1857, there was my own fee of 921. .6s. 2d. as election 
agent. 

7012; (Mr. Commissioner Leahy.) I . asked you 
exclusive of your own fee ?— In 1852 1 did not chai-go 
any election, fee, because Lord Dunkellin- was not 
successful. 



Oaven DoHERTr sworn and examined. 



1 vote at the election before ?— 



O. ppherb/. 



7014. 'What trade ? — Eeed maker, making reeds 
for a weaA'er. 

7015. For whom did you vote ?L_;For Lord Dun-' 
kellin and Mr. O’Flaherty. 

7016. Did -you get 21. at Olh-er’s •oil a cavd' of 
Dr.. Browne’s ? — I got no money nor no drink. 

7017. Did you get nothing ? — Nothing. 



. .7019. For Avhom did you vote ?— For Lord Dun- 
keliin and Mr. O’Flaherty. ■ . 

7020'. Did you get any money at tliat time du' a 
ticket money. 

. 7021. Did you get anything that time ?— Nothing, 
unless I got a di-ink ; but I got no. drink at that 
time. .'■••• 

7022. Did you get any goods, tea, or sugar ?-^' 
'Wliy, indeed, to my knowledge I did not. 



Thomas Starkey, alias Shaekie, sworn and examined. 



7023. (Chief Commission^.) Aire' you a freeman ? 

— Yes. ' ' ■ 

7024. "VVhat tradh ’?— Smith. 

7025. For Avhom did you vote'? — For Lord Diin- 
kellin and Colonel French. 

7026. Bid you get "money from Semple after the 
election ?— I did ; 30s. 

7027. Did you work for Semple ?— I done a couple 
of jobs for him. 

■7028.- During the election-did'he tell you he Avould 
have you on his list ? — No, I did not knoAv anything 
at all till I Avas sent for. One of the neighbom-a went 
to see if my name Avas on the list. 

7029. Was Qiat after ‘tlie election ?— It Avas, about 
two months. •• 

7030. During the election Avlio suggested to you 
to vote fbr Lord Dunkellin ?-^I Avas' canA'assefl by 
Sir Thomas Burke. 



7031. Did anybody else' speak to you ? — There Avna 
flying people going here and there ; I said I Avould 
vote for Lord Dunkellin ahvays. 

7032. Had you a vote the time before ?— I had. 
7033., For Avliom did you vote the time before ?— - 

For Lord Dunkellin and Mr. O’Flaherty. 

7034. Did you get money that time on Nun’s 
Island or elscAvliere ? — All I got that time was about 
35. or 35. 6rf. 

,,7035., What was that for ? — To get a drink. 

7036- Why did you not go to Mr. Blake for the 

money that was going that time upon tickets ? 1 

never went for it. 

7037. Do you alAvays vote for the Burke family •? 
— ^No. 

7038. Whoiiv do you geverally vote for ?— -I voted 
for my landlord, Mr. Reed. 



Bartholomeav Sullivan sworn and examined. 



7039. (Chief Commissioner.) Are you a' freeman ? 

7040. What ti-ade ? — Shoemaker. 

7041. For Avhom did you vote, at the last election ? 
— For Lord Dunkellin and Colonel French. 

7042. Did you get. money from Semple ? — ^No, I 
did not. 

7048. From ajiy, one ? — Ail the money I got was 
H. when the election was over to take a drink ; I 
happened to be in Mi-. .Cai-ter’s office, and he gave 3Z. 
to David Heuei-y ; Honery gave' me one of. tliese and 
another to a man named Mannion ; that is all I got 
during the election. 

7044. What was the H. for that you got from 
Henery ? — As far as I understood at the time, it Avas 
on the part of Jlr. Bellew for the county election. 

7045. Did'you understand that at the time ? — The 
reason I tliought itiAvas that a man Avho Avas in com- 
pany Avas ordered to get one of the . pounds,, and Ike 
voted for Colonel French and against Lord Dnn- 
kelliii. 

^046. And he got the pound the same as you did ? 

7047. Did you see Mannion in the county?— He 
was acting for Mr. BellcAv. ..... 



7048. Did you do anything in the county ? — I 
did. 

7049. What ? — I Avas there the same as a feAV qt^ier 
parties, escorting any of the voters ; and anything I 
was desired to do in that respect I did it. 

7050. Had you a vote the election before this ? — I 
did. 

7051. For Avhora did you vote then ? — For Lord 
Dunkellin and Mr. O’Flaherty. 

7052. Did you get any money that time ? — I did. 

7053. Was it doAvn at the door ? — No ; I got some 
at the door, but not at that time. . 

7054. Where else ? — I Avill bring it in a more plain 
Avay to you ; I got 3^. IO 5 . for my services, at fliat 
election by the orders of Mr. Power. 

7055. Mr. Power that was tliere a feAv moments 
ago ?' — I did, for my services at the election ; I re- 
ceived 51. the Sunday night previous to the election, 
which I believed Avben I Avas receiving it, and Avhich 
I believe still, Avas for the purpose of treating certain 
parties. 

7056. And did you lay it out that way or p.ut it in 
your pocket ? — Well, there.was another man employed 
as well as me to act as agents in the Avestern distript 
aC this tOAYU,. and in the locality that I live ; and Avhen 

X4 



B. Sullivan. 
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EVTItENCE TAKEN BEFORE THE COMMISSIONERS APPOINTED TO INQUIRE INTO 



■ “ I got the 61. note, I said, “ You were appointed as 
12 Oct 1857. “ I district, and it is natural that 

“ you should bear your portion of the trouble as well 
“ as me,” says T. “ Here is 21. 10s., and go among the 
“ parties,” says I, and 1 gave him 21. 10s. and I kept 
21. 10s. myself, and I gave that to about 18 or 19 
parties ; he and I came to the conclusion at my own 
house, where we got this, that it was given for the 
purpose of treating parties to some drink. 

7057. Who was this man ? — One Henehan. We 
came to the conclusion then of giving them about 
2s. Qd. a piece. 

7058. To di-ink ? — To do what they pleased with 
it. 

7059. And you gave tiiat to about 17 or 18 per- 
sons ? — I cannot tell exactly the amount ; I did give 
it. I could mention the parities if you choose. 



7060. Some were voters and some were not ? ^The 

most part of them w'ere voters. Now the 3h' 10s I 
received was for my own services during the election • 
I was employed 15 or 16 days during that election in 
taking down the names of the parties from the re- 
gistry and placing them into street lists, and distin- 
guishing them by their different trades, in order to 
place them into their own different guilds, because you 
see on the registry the name is different. 

7061. What trade are you ? — I am a shoemaker • 
but I was employed clearly as to this election both by 
Murphy and Carter, and I think it is the same for me 
to be paid as the attornies ; and I intend to sue them 
for my loss of time, for I think it is right the law 
should be known on the subject, because if men ai-e 
entitled to it they ought to be paid, and if they ai'e 
not legally entitled to it they will never get thm to 
act for them a^ain. 



P- Patrick Bdeke (Middle-street) sworn and examined. 

7062. {Chief Commissioner.') Are you a freeman? Yes. 

7063. What tralde ? — Boot and shoe maker. 

7064. For whom did you vote ? — I voted for French and O’Fiahei'ty. 

7065. Did you get any money from any party ?— No. 

7066. Did you vote at the election before ? — No. 



J. Owen. 



W. Gray. 



John Owen sworn and examined. 



7067. {Chief Commissioner.') Arc you a freeman? 

■—Yes. 

7068. Wliat ti-ade ? — Tailor. 

7069. For whom did you vote ?— Colonel French 
and Lord Dunkellin. 

7070. Did you get money from Semple or Cm-tcr ? 
—No, not a fraction from no man, not a single 
farthing. 

7071. Did you vote at the election before this ? — 
No. 

^ 7072. Were you offered money to change youi' 
side ? — I was promised money if I would take if. 

7073. To vote for Mr. O’Flaherty ? — Yes. 

7074. Wlio promised it to you ? — There was one 
man, named Mr. Patt Sargent ; he told me he would 
give me 51. if I voted for Mr. O’Flalierty. 



7075. He told you that in conversation ? — He met 
me in the street ; there was also a person named 
Atkins spoke to me to vote for Mr. O’Flaherty. 

7076. {Mr. Commissioner Leahy.) Is Mr. Sargent 
one of the regular agents ?— I do not know. 

7077. Who is Atkins ?— A clerk, I believe, about 
the town. 

7078. Do you know him ? — I do ; so much so that 
I believe him a process server. 

7079. You did not consider those observations as 
an offer on the paa-t of Mr. O’Flalierty ? — Ho told me 
to go to his own house, and that he would give mo 

7080. He did not tempt you with the look of the 
money ? — He did not ; if he did I would not take it. 



WiLUAic Gray sworn and examined. 



7081. {Chief Commissioner.) Are you a freeman ? 
—Yes. 

7082. What trade ? — Weaver. 

7083. For whom did you vote ? — I voted for the 
lord and Colonel French. 



7084. Did you get any money from Carter or 
Semple, or any person ?— Not a farthing or fartliing’s 
worth from him or any man. 

7085. Had you a vote the election before this ?— 
No, it was run out. 



Patrick Macnamara sworn and examined. 




French. 

7088. Any one else ? No. 

(089. Did you get any money, goods, or money’s 
worth ? — ^No. 

7090. Did you vote at the election before this ?— 
I (lid. 

7091. For whom ?— For Martin Joseph Blake and 
O’Flahei-ty. 

(092. Did you get an order for goods at that time 
from Martin Joseph Blake ? I got 3k from Greany. 

7093. Are you a butcher ?_I am; that is all 
I got. 

7094. Did you hear anything about the real agree- 
ment with the butchers being 6k and not 3k ? I 

heard some talk of it, but I did not hear any agree- 
ment about it ; it wa.s a rumour made between us, but 
1 only heard them talking aiiout it. 

7095. {Mr. Commissioner Leahy.) Did you get 
any drink at all the last time ?— Nothing at all. 

7096. Nothing at all ?— No; only a little drink that 
I got at Nolan’s. 



7097. Do you know what pai-ty that was from ?— 
I only took some bottles of ginger ale. 

7098. And was there no drink going among the 
butchers ? — I do not know who was drinking ; I was 
not drinking anything. 

7099. Were you on any of the lists sent in ? — Well, 
probably I might. 

7100. Do you not know you were ? I suppose I 

was. 

7101. Do you know whether you were on that list 
sent in at the time Mi-. Pat Blake was standing ?— 
I was on that list. 

7102. Wlio put you down on that list ? — There w-as 
a good number of us together. 

7103. How much did you expect at that time 
Mr. Pat Blake stood ? — Why, I expected nothing at 
all ; we all expected as much as we could get. 

7104. And Mr. Pat Blake ran away ? — He did. 

7105. And after that you got Colonel Fi-ench ? — I 
did. 

7106. Did you sign the requisition to him?— I 
did. 

7107. And got nothing out of him ? — I did not 
expect it. 
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7108. {Chief Covimissioner.) Are you a freeman? 
I am. 

7109. What trade ? — Tinman. 

7110. For whom did you vote ? — For Mr. O’Fla- 
herty and Lord Dnnlcelliii. 

7111. Did you receive any money at Olivei-’s on a 
card of Dr. Browne’s ? — No. 

7112. Did yon receive any money from Oliver 
liimself ? — ^No. 

7113. Who brought you to vote at the last election ? 
—Who brought me to vote ? 

7114. Ay, who induced you to vote? was 

canvassed by Mr. O’Flaherty and Mr. Browne. 

7115. Who asked for Lord Dnnkellin ? — Mi-. Fahy 
did any way I was not asked at all. I considered 
my vote would be no use to Colonel French, that if 
I gave it to Mr. O’Flaherty and Colonel French it 
would be both sides, and there would be no use against 
each other. 

7116. And therefore you thought you would give 
the other to Lord Dunkellin ? — It was cried through 
the tovTi that if Lord Dunkellin was returned he 
would do all in all for the town, and I gave it without 
a farthing’s benefit. 
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sworn and examined. 

7117. Was Mr. Fahy telling you that ? — Oh, it was 
the general cry. 

7118. Did Mr. Fahy give yon any entertain- 
ment ? — ^No ; I never clrauk a pint of beer since the 
election. 

7119. Have you any dealings with Mr. Fahy ? 

No, no dealing at all. 

7120. Had yon a vote the election before this ?— I 
had since 1832. 

7121. For whom did you vote the time before ? 

Mr. O’Flaherty and Mi-. Martin Joseph Bl^e. 

7122. Did yon get any orders that time ?~Not a 
pint of beer I never drank. 

! 123. For goods ? — Goods, flour, tea, meal, or 
sugar, not a penny’s worth of anything. 

7124. Did you get any money ? No. 

7125. {Mr. Commissioner Leahy.) Did you vote 
against Lord Dunkellin in 1852 ?— I did, I believe ; 
if I had a vote against him I gave it against him. 

( 126. And what benefit did you expect lie would 
do, did you think he would do any good for the 
freemen ? — I thought he would do good for the town. 



Tiiojias Dempsey sworn and examined. 



7127. {Chief Commissioner.) Are you a freeman? 
— ^Yes. 

7128. What trade ? — Shoemaker. 

7229. For whom did you vote ? — I voted for 
Colonel French. 

7130. Anyone else ? — No. 

7131. Did you receive any goods, money, or 
money’s worth ? — I got 10s. in silver for treating 
from the people. I got 10s. to lay out in treating. 

7132. From whom ? — From Higgin’s girl ; and he 
swore liere that it was half a sovereign he gave me. 

7133. Surely IO 5 . and half a sovereign are the 
same ? — ^But one is silver, the other is gold. 

7134. Had yon a vote at the election before tins ? 
—I had. 

7135. For wdiom did you vote ? — Mr. Blake. 

7136. Did you receive any orders for goods ? — I 
got 10 ^., an order from Thom.as Clare, without asking 
or expecting it. 

7137. Was it for yourself or others ? — It was foi- 
myself, without expecting it. [ Thomas Clare : I never 
gave an order without being solicited for it.] I w-as 
standing outside the committee-room in 1852, when 
a person came out to me and said Thomas Clare 
■wanted me, and I asked him what he wanted ivith 
me, and he reached me a bit of paper, and I showed 
it to another man and he said it was an order. 

7138. But you thought that all this being done 
Tvithout a word said you would be outside the law ? — ■ 
Oh no, I heard ho sent for me. 

7139. Do you recollect any order or drink being 
given ill 1847, the time there was no contest ? — I 
did. 

7140. From whom did they come ? — From a man 
named John Connor ; he left me an order for the 
saivyers. 

7141. Wliere is Connor ? — He is in America. 



7142. How many was the order for ? — Ho did not 
limit it ; he told me to bring him a parcel of sawyers, 
and I believe they drank H. worth. 

7143. Where did you drink it ? — At a man named 
Keane’s ; he lives at Oramnore. 

7144. For whom was Connor giving them ? I 

believe Mr. O’Flahei-ty. 

7145. {Mr. Commissioner Leahy.) langheSoxa 
the election -ivas it ? — It was after tlie contested 
election, coining on the general election. We expected 
Monahan in all those days, and we were prepared for 
him. 

7146. Do you know what time of the year it was ? 
— Well, really I could not tell yon. 

7147. You wanted to be prepared for Monahan ? — 
We even had his effigy made up to burn it. 

7148. But you had not the pleasure afterwards of 
burning it ?— Wo expected him in, and we had it in 
ambush lain that we might bui-n it. We were so 
much incensed against iiim ; we were all for 
O’Flahei-ty tliat time. 

7149. Do you recollect about the 97. order witii 
Mr. Considine ? — I heard Mr. Considine saying that 
he lost some money, and they gave him 97. worth of 
orders, and I heard he got only 57. out of it ; the 
election before that I believe they had an order for 
O’Flaherty for 607. or 707., to be prepared at the 
next election to have his house open. 

7150. Did yon know anything about it ?. — I knew 
he yms ready ; I seen the men drinking in his house. 

7151. Did you drink ? — I was a teetotaller. 

7152. Whose tenant are you? — A tenant of Mr. 
Martin Joseph Blalie. 

7153. Do you vote with Mr. Blake ? — Generally ; 
but if he was against my principles, I would nof, if 
he was to put me out of my house itself. 



John F.<vilon swoi-n and examined. 



(lo4. {Chief Commissioner.) Are you a freeman ? 
■ — Yes. 

7155. What trade? — Cart maker. 

(156. For whom did you vote? — Colonel French 
ajid Lord Duukelliu. 



7157. Did you receive anymoneyfromMr. Semple, 
Mr. Cai-ter, 01 - anybody ? — No one. 

7158. Had yon a vote previous to the last election ? 
—Never before the last time. 



Y 



P. Green. 
12 Oct. 1857. 



T. Dempsey. 



J. Fallon. 
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P. Lenilian. 
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John Gildea sworn and examined. 



7159. {Chief Commissioner.') Aid you a freeman ? 
— Yes. 

7160. Wliat trade ? — Miller. 

7161. For whom did you vote ? — I voted for 
Mr. Frencli and Mr. O’Flaherty. 

7162. Did you receive any money, and with whom 



did you divide it ? — ^No, indeed ; I was not troubled 
with it. 

7163. For whom did you vote the time before 
this ? — ^Mr. Blake and Mr. O’Flaherty. 

7164. Did you receive any money or orders for 
goods at that time ? — ^Not a hap’orth. 



John Walsh sworn and examined. 



7165. {Chief Commissioner.) Ai’e you a freeman ? 
— Yes. 

7166. What trade ? — Brogue-maker, I do not 
deny it. 

7167. For whom did you vote ? — I voted for 
Mr. O’Flaherty there, and Lord Dunkellin. 

7168. Did you receive anything from Semple or 
Carter ? — No, not a farthing’s worth. 



7169. Has Mr. Carter been promisinff vou a,7vrr.' 

thing ?- — ^No. ^ 

7170. Did you ask Carter for anything ? I did 

certainly. ’ 

7171. And did he tell you anything about the 
Commission or the petition ? — Why, he did not • I 
cannot say that. 

7172. Did you ever vote before ? — No, never 
before the last election. 



Fkancis Jokdan, alias Gordon, sworn and examined. 



7173. {Chief Commissioner.) Are you a freeman ? 
— Yes. 

7174. What trade ? — Shoemaker. 

7175. For whom did you vote? — Colonel French 
and Lord Dunkellin. 

7176. Did you get any money from either Mr. 
Semple or Mr. Carter ? — I got two payments from 
Mr. Semple. 

7177. Had Mr. Semple told you that you would be 
on his list ? — I never saw him or the list. 

7178. And who came to you about voting at tlio 
election ? — I went to consult Colonel French’s com- 
mittee, and they said they promised, as they were 
allied, to give a .split. 



7179. Had any person told you in that committee- 
room that Sir Thomas Burke had arranged to give 
100 votes if they paid for them ? — Never. 

7180. Did you hear it noised abroad ? — Never. 

7181. Was it spoken of in the town ? — ^Never j but 
the freemen expected that Lord Dunkellin would split 
with Colonel French, and that was tire entire induce- 
ment to split with him. 

7182. You tliought he would give some votes in 
return ?— If I had not known that I would not have 
split with Colonel French. 

7183. Did you register before ? — I was ten years in 
Galway, and I never would have been made one itself 
except from the freemen who came into me and 
coaxed me to register. 



William Dooi-E.r swoni and examined. 



7184. {Chief Commissioner.) Ai-e you a freeman ? 
— Yes. 

7185. Wliat trade ? — Carpenter. 

7186. For whom did you vote ? — Colonel French 
and Lord Dunkellin. 

7187. Did you receive any money from Mr. Semple ? 
— r did, 30s. 

7188. Had Semple told you that he hod you on his 
list during the election ? — I did not ask him, and he 
did not tell me. I was working for him and I am 
working still. 



7189. Did he ask you to vote ■with him ? — He did. _ 

7190. Had you a vote at the election before this ?— 
I had. 

7191. For whom did you vote?— Lord Dunkellin 
and Mr. O’Flaherty. 

7192. Did you receive any of the money then that 
was going at the door ? — I did not go to the door, 
but I got os. from a man in the street, and three 
or four of my fellow tradesmen and I went and 
spent it. 

7193. On drink ?— Yes. 



Patrick Lenihan sworn and examined. 



7194. {Chief Commissioner.) Ai-e you a freeman ? 
— I am. 

7195. For whom did you vote ?— Colonel French 
and Lord Dunkellin. 

7196. Wlio asked you to vote for Lord Dunkellin at 
the last election ? — I said to myself I would give a 
siilit to Colonel French, and the other split to Lord 
Diinkollin. 

7197. That was from yourself ? — Yes. 



7198. Did you get any money from Semple ? — I 
did, 30s. 

7199. How came you to get that from Semple ?— I 
went in a montli after the election and got 10s. 

7200. Did you go to look for it ?— I did. 

7201. And asked for it ? — I did. 

7202. Had you a vote before this last election ?— 
No. 



Martin Mulloavney 

7203. {Chief Commissioner.) Are you a freeman? 
— Yes. 

7204. What trade ? — ^Brogue-maker. 

7205. For whom did yon vote ? — Colonel French. 

7206. Anyone else ? — No one else, suid never will 
while he stands. 

7207. Had you a vote the time before ? — I had ; I 
voted for Mr. M. J. Blake and Mr. O’Flahei'ty. 



iworn and examined. 

7208. Did you get an order for goods ? — It was iny 
employer who asked me to vote. 

7209. But did you get an order for goods ?— I nevef 
received an order for goods or any other thing, from 
either one or otlier, or never asked it. 

7210. Nor at the last election ? — No. 
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William David sworn and examined. 



7211. {Chief Commissioner.) Are you a freeman? 
— Yes. 

7212. Did you vote at the last election ? — I did. 

7213. For whom ? — Colonel French. 

7214. Any body else ? — No. 

7215. Did you receive any goods, money, or money’s 
worth ? — No. 



7216. Had you a vote at the election before the 
last ?— I had. 

7217. For whom did you vote ? — Mr. Blake. 

7218. Did you receive an order for goods from any 
of Mr. Blake’s agents ? — No. 

7219. Are you a butcher ?— No, shoemaker. 

7220. Did you receive any money ? — No. 



John Catanagh (Presentation Eoad) sworn and examined. 



7221. {Chief Commissioner.) Ai'e you a freeman? 
—Yes. 

7222. Did you vote at the last election ?— I did, for 
O’Flaherty and Colonel French. 

7223. Did you receive any money from Colonel 
French ? — No, nor was not offered it. 

7224. Nor goods ? — No. 



7225. Had you a vote at the election before this ?— 
I had. 

7226. For whom did you vote ?— Mr. O’Flaherty 
and Mr. Blake. 

7227. Did you get orders for goods from any agent ? 
— No, I did not. 

7228. From anybody ? — From nobody ; all the 
money in the mint of England would not buy me. 



Dr. Jami;s V. Bkoivne recalled and further examined. 



7229. {Chief Commissioner.) I wish to ask you 
respecting aperson mentioned in your former evidence, 
— Hyland, — do you know who he is ?— No, I do not. 
He was a total stranger to tlie town of Galway ; he 
came down hy the morning train. He came down by 
the half-past twelve train, and went away hy the four 
o’clock train. 

7230. Wliile here, how ivas he employed ? — 
Paying small sums of money to different parties ; 
some of it was given in drink, and some for votes, 
and some in different suras about. I knew that some 
of them were paid a double time. I knew tliat some 
of tliose who got cards got money. 

7231. {Mr. Commissioner White.) Who went about 
with him ? — He generally went about with me, and 
used to give money to any person that I put my hand 
on ; that was the fact. 

7232. Was he not a total stranger to the people 
of Galway ? — He was. He was only here a few 
hours. 

7233. {Mr. Commissioner Leahy?) Do you recollect 
any mjin being sent with him to identify voters? — Oh! 
nobody was sent with him ; it is quite evident he did 
not pay any money, except to those I spoke of. 

7234. Do you think that some of these persons also 
got money at the pigeon-hole ? — I do ; and even 
some of the parties that voted against us got money. 

7235. And why were you a party to persons 
getting money in that indiscriminate way ? — I did 
not know it ; I could not identify the people so 
quickly; the paying was very rapid and very hurried, 
and the wliole thing was over in a very short time ; 
you would he surprised in how short a time it was 
over; it Avas a rush of not more than an hour. 

7236. The tickets could not have come in veiy 
quickly ? — No ; the tickets came in very slowly. 

_ 7237. Wliy did you not apply all the money in the 
ticket way ? — Well, it was thought the ticket ivay 
was a very hard way, and it would have been thought 
considerably better to have paid the money in any 
other way ; hut there was no stranger, or person that 
could have been got to do that ; and then this man 
came in hy the train, and lie was taken up for the 
purpose. 

7238. {Mr. Commissioner White.) Being a stranger? 
— Being a perfect stranger. 

7239. {Mr. Commissioner Leahy.) These sums 
must have been given before tliey voted ? — A good 
deal of it was given before tliey voted, for some of 
them votgd against us. 

7240. Then the money that was disbursed hy 
Hyland was a most lavish expenditure ? — A great 
waste, so it ivas. 

7241. Without any arrangement ? — Without any 
arrangement. 



7242. {Mr. Commissioner White?) Do you know 
how much was disbursed in that way ?~1 think we 
disbursed veiy nearly 250^. 

7243. Did you ever see a list of persons so paid 
by Hyland ? — I never saw a list of these persons ; 
there was no list, nor a list of the first number of 
tickets issued, for I issued ten or twelve tickets 
before there was any list at all. It was stated to you 
in evidence as it really happened. After some of 
these tickets were issued, as it appeared in evidence, 
they did not come in ; persons did not go to look 
for the money until after a considerable time ; and 
that was the reason why there was such a consider- 
able loss of money, for this reason, that had the 
tickets come they would have been paid at once, and 
would have turned the scale much more quickly; but 
these tickets not having come in, we tliouglit there 
were not so many polling ; and there was a good deal 
of money expended when I found tliat things wei'O 
going on so slowly. 

7244. To tiy and create an excitement ? — That 
was the way it really happened; it was just to get up a 
cry that there was money ; the reason was, that there 
■was a cry that there was no money, and it was 
necessary to sliow that tliero was, and it created a 
waste that never would have occurred at all hut for 
that fact. One mattei- more, with reference to some 
of those persons who appear to have been ratepayers, 
who came up, having tickets of mine ; I wish to 
explain how that occurred, for I stated originally 
tliat I gave tickets to nobody except freemen, yet 
it turns out that some who got them are rate- 
payers. 

7245. (Mr. Commissioner White.) Only one or two ? 
— The way that occurred was this, — these persons 
came with freemen’s tickets, and I did not know 
whether they were freemen or not, but I saw that the 
word “ freeman ” was on the printed cai'd, and thei’O 
is no cai’d sealed except with the word “ freeman ” 
upon it. 

7246. {Mr. Commissioner Leahy.) In some cases 
the agents in the booth must have given a freeman’s 
ti(;ket to a ratepayer, to get money upon it ? — That is 
the way it happened ; it could have happened in no 
otlier way ; in fact, there were two or three tickets pre- 
sented to me without the word “ freeman ” upon them, 
— ratepayer’s tickets, — and I refused to seal them ; 
for instance, in the case of a man who appeared on 
this table, and was examined, a man named Pat 
Cooke ; he came to me, and bis name appears on my 
list, although he did not get tlie money ; but the 
reason he did not gel the money was this ; 1 wrote 
his name on the list, and when I looked up, — 1 re- 
collect it most distinctly, — I saw the man Cooke ; 
“ My goodness me,” I said, " a man of property like 



William David. 
12 Oct 1857. 



John Cavatiajih. 
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< you coming here for money ; I am quite surprised 
and asJiamed to see you coming here, a man with 
‘ your good means and property ! ” I refused to 
seal the card, he pressed me very strongly, and finally 
I got into a great rage, snapped the ticket, tore it up, 
and threw it on the floor ; and tlien lie took Lord 
Dunkellin’s ticket, that he had in his hand, and took 
that away. He was examined a couple of days a<ro ; 
and I wisli to state that I did not seal his ticket’ 
although his name appears on the list. I took down 
tlie name, and forgot to erase it at the time. 

7247. {Chief Commissioner.) Did not Paul Ryder 



return his card, when you refused to seal if ? T 

refused to seal it, but I did not return it; he is not on 
my list. 









me very much. 

7249. Who is Paul Ryder?— He is a stonemason 

and lives on Mr. Blake’s property. ’ 

7250. {Mr. Commissiosier White.) A county voter 
stated that he got a card, but got no money, and about 
a week after the election he gave up his curd to you 
and did not get any money on that occasion?— He 
never gave up the card. 



James Ryan recalled, and further examined. 



7251. {Mr. Commissioner Leahy.) Do you know 
Dr. Browne ? — I do. 

7252. You told me that you gave him back your 
ticket after the election; that there was no seal upon 
it, and that you got no money from him, and had asked 
for nothing; is that true? — ^It is. 

7253. When did that happen, where was he at the 
time you gave him back the ticket?— At his own 
house. 

7254. You knocked at the door and w'ent in? I 

went in and gave it to him. 



Dr. Broione. I am certain this man did not get 
money, but he did not give me back the ticket; he 
may have given the ticket to somebody else. 

_ Ryan. No, your honom-, sir, I gave you the ticket, 

Dr. Browne. I have no recollection of it at all, I 
know he got no money. ’ 

Ryan. I swore that, and I swear that he did not 
promise it to me either. 

Dr. Browne. I know this man applied for money; 
he applied to me, and he applied also to Oliver. ’ 
Ryan. 1 said if I got it I would take it. 



De. James V. BnotYXE further examined. 



7255. {Chief Commissioner.) Dr. Browne, do you 
know_ anything yourself about Hyland, but that you 
■saw him in town; that he came hy one train and went 

back by another ; do you know who sent him? I do 

not know. 

7256. Do you know who sent for him? — suspect 
who did send for him; the fact of it ivas, we wrote to 
a friend in Athlone to send us a man who would not 
be kno-vvn, and that man did not come. 

7257. The man did not come from Athlone? — No; 
and we sent to Dublin for another man, and this man 
Hyland was sent to us. 

7258. Did you telegrajih for a man some days 
before? — Oh no, he was only sent for the night before; 
I did not know who on earth lie was. 

7259. You said, I think, he was an attorney’s 
clerk? — hazarded the opinion that he -was an 
attorney’s clerk ; I did not know. 

7260. Do you know whether his real name was 
Hyland? — I am sure his real name was Hyland, 
and 1 never saw him till then. 

7261. How were you told his name? — Oh, the man 
came to me at once, he had my address. 



7262. {Mr. Commissioner White.) You say the 
man was sent from Dublin; do you know who sent 
him down? — I do not know who sent him down. 

7263. Wliom did you apply to for him ?— I first of 
all applied to Mr. McNevin at Athlone; he could not 
promise to give any one; he promised he would, and 
did not. 

7264. And Hyland came from Dublin, and not 
from Athlone? — I believe he did. 

7265. Did you ever hear of his being a clerk to 
Mr. McNevin? — I did not; he Mms merely an intel- 
ligent young man, and I hazai-ded the opinion that ho 
wa.s aji attorney’s clerk ; that is all I know of him. 

7266. {Chief Commissioner.) Had Mr. McNevin 
anything to do with the expenditure of money ? Had 
he anything to say to the electiop till the petition? — 
Nothing in the world that I know of. 

7267. {Mr. Commissioner White.) Were the per- 
sons to Avhom Hyland distributed the money, voters?— 
Yes; generally. Olt ! thatraoney was greatly wasted; 
it was done in a rush, and it urns greatly wasted. 

7268. Some of it went to the mob?— And a.s I 
afterwards lieai-d some of those who voted against us 
got the highest payments out of it. 



Fean Keary recalled, and further examined. 



7269. Chief Commissioner) Did 3 --OU eva- know of 

a person named Hyland, a solicitor’s clerk? I do not 

know; and I think I do know them all. 



7270. Did any person recognize him?— I did not 
recognize, and I was ail through the election. I never 
saw him before. 



Dr. James V. Browne further examined. 



f27l. {hfr. Commissio7ier Leahy.) What day had 
3 ’ou the conversation M’ith Hale ? — Three or four days 



before the election ; that was in the day time, but it 
was in the evening. 



Thomas Dempsey recalled, and further examined. 



7272. {Chief Commissioner.) You wish to acid some- 
thing to your former evidence?— I resorted to a 
public-house in 1852 ;! got 5s. from Mr. Murphy two 



clays before the election, and 2s. 6d. from Thomas 
Lee ; 1 got some tea, sugar-, and whiskc)'. 



Thomas Hughes 
7273. {Chief Commissioner.) Arc you a freeman? 

^ 7274. For whom did you vote ?— I voted for Colonel 
French. 

7275. Anyone else ?— No. 



sryorn and examined. 

/276. You got no money? — No, got no money, no 
bribe, nor nothing. 

7277. Had you a vote the time before? — Not in 
1852. 
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Michael Leetle sworn and examined. 



7278. {Chief Commtssio7ier.) Ai-e you a freeman? 
— Yes. 

7279. For whom did you vote? — A plumper for 
Colonel French. 

7280. And got no money ? — No money. 

7281. Did you vote the election before ? — I did, for 
Mr. O’Flalierty and Mr. Blake. 

7282. Did you get any orders for goods from any 
of Mr. Bliike’s agents ? — I believe I got one. 



7283. How much was it for ?— I believe 1/. or IO5., 
I am not sure. 

7284. Wiat kind of a siiop was it on ? — A whiskey 

shop. •' 

7285. Was it altogether for whiskey ?—Wiiiskey 

and porter. ■' '' 

7286. Did you take the Avholc pound’s worth ?— I 
gave it to others. 

7287. You laid it out?— Yes, in a whole lot; I 
never handled a shilling of their money. 



Michael Lccllc. 
12 Oct. 1857. 



Patrick Coitnell (Bohermore) sworn and examined. 



7288. {Chief Commissioner.) Are you a freeman ? 
— Yes, I am. 

7289. What trade ? — Stonemason. 

7290. For whom did you vote ? — I voted for Lord 
Dunkellin and Colonel French. 

7291. Did Mr. Semple give you 30«. ? — He did. 

7292. Do you work for him ? — I do at times ; I 
generally work for him. 

7293. Was it Mr. Semple that got you to vote for 
Lord Dunkellin? — I was inclined myself to vote for 
him. 

7294. Is it that you thought he would do good for . 
the town ? — I expected that he would. 

7295. You had a fancy for it ? — Yes. 

7296. Was Semple telling you during the election 
that he had you on his list ? — He did not ask me to 
go on his list. 



7297. Did you know you were on his lists during 
the election ? — I told him I would vote for Lov'd 
Dunkellin ; I gave Mr. Semple my interest as 1 was 
working for him. 

7298^ Had you a vote the election before this ? 

No, my registry was out. 

7299. (iJfr. Co7>imissinner White.) Did you know 

Lord Dunkellin was in India with liis regiment ? I 

did. 

7300. And how did you conclude he would do so 

much for Galway when he was out at tlie wars ? 

Why, at any rate I had an inclination to vote for 
Lord Dimkellin and Colonel French. 

7301. {Mr. Commissio7ie7- Leahy.) Were you a 
tenant of Mr. Blake’s ? — I am not a tenant of Mr. 
Blake’s this five yeai-s ; I am a tenant of Mr. Davis. 



Patrick Connell. 



Martix Burke sworn and examined. 



7302. {Chief Commissioner.) Ai'e you a freeman? 

730i What trade ?— Nailer. • 

7304. For whom did you vote ? — Colonel French 
and Lord Dunkellin. 

7305. Did Semple give you any money after the 
election ? — He never gave me a shilling. 



7306. Did Carter give you any ? — ^No, I received no 
money from any man. 

7307. Goods or orders for any man in the lo-\vn ? — 
No. 

7308. Had you a vote the time before ? — No, niy 
registry was out. 



Martin Burke. 



Richard Litjch sworn and examined. 



7309. {Chief Com77iissi07ier.) Ai-e you a freeman ? 
— I am. 

7310. What trade ?— Saddler. 

7311. For whom did you vote ?— For Mr. Anthony 
O’Flaherty and Lord Dunkellin. 

7312. Did you get any money at Oliver’s ? — No. 

7313. From Oliver ? — ^No. 

7314. From any one ? — No. 

7315. Did you receive an order for goods on any 
shop ? — No. 



7316. Did you get any money from Lord Dunkellin’s 
party, from Semple, or any one else ? — No. 

7317. Had you a vote at the election before this ? 

No. 

7318. Was your registiy out ? — Wo did not vote ; 
one candidate was so forward and another was so 
backward that two votes would he useless to give, so 
I went home and left them, and I never injured them 
or served them. 



Bichard Lynch. 



Michael Newell 

7319. {Chief Commissioner.) Are you a freeman ? 
— I am. 

7320. What trade ? — ^Mason. 

7321. For whom did yon vote? — Mr. O’FIalierty 
and Lord Dunkellin. 

7322. Did you get any money at Oliver’s for a cai'd 
of J)r. Browne’s ? — I did, 21. 

^323. Had you a vote at the election before ? — No, 
never voted before. 

7324. Who sent you up to get the money ; who told 
you it was going ?— Dr. Browne. 

7325. Himself ? — Yes. 

7326. He met you in the street and told you that ? 

No, it was when I got the card. 

7327. But who told you to go to Dr. Browne ? — It 
was another freeman who was last with him, and I 
did not know anything about it. 



sworn and examined. 

7328. Was tliat before you voted ? — It -was afier I 
voted. 

7329. FAnd you did not know anything of it 
until that freeman told you ? — I was not certain 
of it. 

7330. But you iiad an idea of it before ? — Well, I 
might. 

7331. Did you get any money from Mr. Semple ? 
— I did, 10s. 

7332. {Mr. Co7nmissioner Leahy.) Did you get any- 
thing in tlie street besides ? — Tliere were a few 
shillings going occasionally in the street. 

7333. Were yon in some of the drinking houses ? 
—Yes. 

7334. Who took you in ? You did not pay for what 
you got, did you ? — No. 



Michael Newell. 
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7335. You got it free ?■ — I paid for some, aud I got 
some of it free, and so on. 

7336. Who got it free for you ? — There were orders 
going. 

7337. Did you get an order ? — ^No. 



7338. How did you get it, then ? — I went in and 
got it. 

7339. Did you see a strange man going about that 
day with money ? — No, I did not. 



Maktin Keane sworn and examined. 



7340. {Chief Commissioner.') Are you a freeman ? 
—Yes. 

7341. For wJiora did you vote? — Major Fi-ench 
and Lord Dunkellin. 

7342. Did you receive any money from Mr. Sem- 
ple ? — I did, 30^. 

7343. After the election ? — Yes. 

7344. Did you get any during the election ? — 
No. 

7345. What is your trade ? — Plasterer. 

7346. Does Mr. Semple employ you ? — Occa- 
sionally. 

7347. Had he asked you to vote for Lord Dun- 
kellin ? — No. 

7348. Who asked you ? — I went from myself. 



7349. When did you go to ask about money going ? 

— I did not go to ask. ^ ' 

7350. Wlio told you about the 30s. ? A man told 

me he got the money, and I went over to him then 
and I got it. 

7351. And did you expect that Mr. Semple would 

secure all his friends ? — On my word, I never did ■ I 
did not think I would get a penny. ’ 

7352. Had you a vote at the election before this "> 
— voted for O’Flalierty and Blake. 

7353. At that time did you get an order on shop.' 
keepers ? — No ; I never seen an election at that 
time. 

7354. Did you get any tea or sugar, or anything of 
that sort ? — ^No. 



Michael Faj.lon sworn and examined. 



7355. ( Chief Commissioner.) Are you a freeman ? 
— No, I am a ratepayer. 

7356. For whom did you vote ? — For Anthony 
O’Fhiherty and Lord Dunkellin. 

7357. Whose tenant are you? — The Marquis of 
Chmriearde’s. 

7358. Did you vote at the election before the last ? 
—I did. 

7359. For whom ? — For Lord Dunkellin and 
Mr. O’Flaherty. 

7360. Did you get any money ? — I did not expect 
any money, and 1 got no money but 2s. to buy bread 
for llie tenants. 

7361. To feed them? — Yes. 

7362. You generally vote with your landlord? — I 
did since he became a member. 



7368. You are a rural voter ; it is a form you have ? 
— Yes. 

7364. {Mr. Commissioner Leahy.) Did you get any 
money to give to others ? — Not a fraction. 

7365. Do you know of any money being given to 
others ? — ^No, I did not see them. 

7366. Did you ever vote for Mr. Blake ? Twenty 

years I voted, and gave him split votes. 

IZCl. {Chief Commissioner.) Was anything said to 
you for voting for Mr. Blake ?— We were ordered not 
to give a voice for Mr. Blake, and we gave a voice. 

7368. Were you served with any notice for giviiw 
the vote ?— No, but he made us pay tithes from 
that day. He gave us no notice or anything else. I 
would do as mucli for Mr. O’Flaherty as I would for 
Lord Dunkellin. I have a fai-m from Mr. Bernard 
O’Flaherty, and I am under four landlords. 



John Cain sworn and examined. 



7369. {Chief Commissioner.) Are you a freeman ? 
—Yes. 

7370. What trade? — Painter. 

7371. For whom did you vote? — I did not vote at 
the last election. 

7372. Did you vote at the one before ? — I did. 

7373. For whom? — For Lord Dimkellin and 
Mr. O’Flalierty. 

7374. Did youget any money at that election? — I did. 

7375. Were you at Nunn’s Island ? — Exactly. 

7376. On a ticket ?— Yes. 

7377. At the hole in the door? — That’s the very 
place. 

7378. How much ? — Three pounds. 

7379. {Mr. Commissioner Leahy.) Why did you 
not vote the last time ?— I was busy. 

7380. Are you sure that was the case ?— I am, 
indeed. 



7381. Where were you busy ? — I got hearty. 

7382. And you would not vote ; were you drunk 
tlie whole day ? — I was indeed ; it was too late when 
I went to the poll. 

7383. Who gave you the whiskey to make you 
heai-ty ? — My pocket. 

7384. You paid for it ? — I did. 

7385. Who were you going to’Vot© for ?— I would 
always vote for Lord Dunkellin and a friend of tlio 
Dalys ; I always did and I would to-morrow. 

7386. I believe they employed agood deal, painting 
boards at both sides ?— They did. 

7387. Yon got the money and then you drank it? 
— Yes. 

7388. You painted some for Colonel French ? — Yes, 
and I believe I spent it' all. 



Thomas Kekeigan sworn and examined. 



7389. {Chief Cotnmissioner.) Arc yon a freeman 
-Yes. 

7390. What trade ? — A slioemalcer. 

7391. For whom did you vote ?— Colonel French. 

7392. Anyone else ? — No one else. 

7393. Did you get any money or money’s worth ? 

No. 

7394. Did you vote the election before ? I did for 

Lord Dunkellin and Mr. O’Flaherty. ’ 



7395. Did you get any money at that time at the 
Nun’s Island ? — Not at the Nun’s Island. 

7396. Wliere then ? — In Mary-street here abroad. 

7397. How much did you get ? — Four pounds. 

7398. From whom ? — I did not see any one giving 
it to me. 

7399. Was there some kind of hole in a door ?— 
Yes. 

7400. It was from the Dunkellin pai-ty it came ? — 
I could not tell. 
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John Glynn (Bohermore) sworn and examined. 



7401. {Chief Commissioner.) Are yon a freeman? 
I am. 

7402. For whom did you rote ? — Colonel French 
and Lord Dunkellin. 

7403. Did Semple give you any money ? — He did. 

7404. How mucli ? — Thirty shillings. 

7405. Did you work for Mr. Semple ? — Not at tliat 
time, but I do sometimes. 

7406. Is he a friend of yours ? — Not more than 
any employer in Galway. 

7407. Wio ashed you to vote for Lord Dunkellin ? 
— Semple did not ; I would have plumped for 



Colonel Fi’ench, only I heard the Colonel and Mr. 
Blake saying to split for Lord Dunkellin. 

7408. Was that Mr. Martin Joseph Blake ?— It 
was. 

7409. You do not mean that you heard Mr. Blake 
saying so ? — I hem-d him saying with his own lips to 
split the votes. 

7410. Wliere ? — At the gate abroad j I am on my 
oath. 

7411. Is there any other John Glynn of Bohermore ? 
—There is ; his father is a first cousin of mine. 



John Glyjin. 
12 Oct. 1857. 



John Muruay sworn and examined. 



7412. {Chief Commissioner.) Are you a freeman ? 
— Y"es. 

7413. What trade ? — Hatter. 

7414. For whom did you vote ? — ^Colonel French 
and Lord Dunkellin. 

7415. Did you get any money fromMr. Semple ? — 
I did, 30^. 

7416. 'When did you first know you were on 
Semple’s list ? — It was another freeman that told me. 

7417. Was tliat during the election or after it ? — 
He was speaking to Mm himself, and he asked if my 
name was down, and he said it was. 



7418. During the time of the election had you 
spoken to him ? — His brother asked me to go upon the 
list, but I would have gone the same way whether or 
not. 

7419. Had you a vote at the election before this ? 
— I had. 

7420. Who did you vote for then ? — Mr. Blake. 

7421. Did you get an order for goods from Mr. 
Blake’s agents ? — Myself and another man got 11. 

7422. Was that in whislcey ? — It would be whiskey, 
but we put it to fiour ; we could have got it that way. 



John JHurray. 



Walter Burke sworn and examined. 



Walter Burlte. 



7423. {Chief Commissioner.) Are you a freeman? 
— I am. 

7424. What trade ? — Baker ; a freeman, house- 
holder, and ratepayer. 

7425. Whom did you vote for ? — I did not vote at 
all at the last election. 

7426. Did you get any money from Mr. Semple at 
the last election ? — I never got money or gave it. 

7427. In the year 1852 did you give any goods or 
anything to drink ? — No. 

7428. For whom did you vote ? — I plumped for 
Mr. O’Flaherty in 1852. 

7429. Did you supply any other voters or persons ? 
— No, sii', I never got money nor gave money ; never 



got an order nor gave an order, and I voted at many 
elections. 

7430. Mr. Murphy says that 151. or 161. wore paid 
to you for goods supplied to other persons, not i'or 
yourself, but for goods supplied to others at that 
election ; have you any recollection of such a thing in 
1852 ? — I think I gave out some fiour. 

7431. You did give flour and to a good many 
persons too ? — I did ; that was in 1852, when I 
plumped for Mr. O’Flaherty. 

7432. I am talking of what you gave out of your 
shop, you gave meal and flour ?— I did at that time. 

7433. Upon orders that you were paid for, not from 
yourself ?— Well, I really forget that indeed. 



Michael Cavanagh sworn and examined. 



M. Cavanagh. 



7434. {Chief Commissioner.) Ai-e you a freeman ? 
— Yes. 

7435. For whom did you vote ? — Colonel French. 

7436. Anyone else ? — No. 

7437. You got no money then ? — No money. 



7438. The election before that, for whom did you 
vote ? — I had no vote at all. 

7439. {Mr. Commissioner Leahy.) Were you a sup- 
porter of Mr..Pat Blake ? — No. 



James Sweeny sworn and examined. 



7440. ( Chief Commissioner^ Ai-e you a freeman ? 
— I am old enough to be one ; I was made under the 
corporation a long time, but I did not register these 
18 or 20 years, therefore I had no vote. 

7441. Did you expend any money at the last 
election ? — No, not for the present members ; when 
Mr. Pat Blake spoke of being returned, or when he 
proposed becoming amemher, I did expend a little for 
him, hut when he resigned I resigned also. 

7442. And you laid out some money for him in 
putting the people in good humour ? — I did. 

7443. {Mr. Commissioner Leahy.) How much did 
you spend ? — About 71. of my own money. 



7444. But you got paid it after ? — I did. 

7445. You gave some of that in drink ?— I gave it 
in value, groceries. 

7446. Did yon give that to freemen ?— Their wives 
and sisters, and as they were. 

7447. Did they follow you about much when they 
found you were acting for Mr. Blake ?— Indeed, they 
did, they annoyed me very much, some of them j if 
I gave them 20^., it would go hut a short way with 
tliem. 

7448. You gave it up when he gave it up ? I did ; 

and I believe he was right too. 



James Sweeny. 



John M‘Hugo sworn and examined. 

7449. {Chief Commissioner.) Are you a freeman ? — Yes. 

7450. 'What trade ? Tailor. 

7451. For whom did you vote ?— Colonel Fi’cncli and Lord Dunkellin. 



John M'Hugo. 



Y4 
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John M‘Hugi 
12 Oct. 1857 



John Egan. 



J. Fitzpalrlch, 



J. Prendergasl. 



J. Croghun. 



7452. Did you get money from Mr. Semple ? — I 
did, 30s. 

7453. Had you a vote at the election before this ? 
— No, it was out. 

7454. Tliat money you got after the election ? — 
Yes, it was. 

7455. During the election did anyone tell you you 
were on that list ? — I knew it myself. 



7456. And he is a very good security for anybody » 

— I did not ask him. ^ ' 

7457. But is not he ?— He is,— a man to be depended 

on. ^ 

7458. Did you ever go for him before ?~He never 
ajced me. 



John Egan (Bohermore) sworn and examined. 



7459. {Chief Commissioner.') Are you a freeman, 
Egan ? — Yes, I am. 

7460. WJiat trade ? — A stonemason. 

7461. For whom did you vote ? — Colonel French 
and Lord Dunkellin. 

7462. Did you got money from Mr. Semple ? — I 
did. 

7463. How much ? — Thirty shillings. 

74C4. Do yon work for Mr. Semple ? — I did not 
work for him this length of time. 

7465. But you have done so often ? — ^Not very 
often. 

7466. Was it he got you to vote for Lord Dunkellin ? 
—No. 

7467. Who was it then ? — I considered he was best 
calculated for tlie welfare of the town and country, 
and that he would have influence upon the govern- 
ment. 

7468. To get public works executed here, is it ? — 
Yes, works that would keep us well going and well 
employed. 

7469. Had you a vote at the election before this ? 
—I had, and many a one. 



7470. Who did you vote for ? — For Mr. Blake and 
Mr. O’Flaherty. 

7471. Did you get any order for goods? — I did, the 

last; but I voted at Monahan’s election, and I mi<>ht 
have got it and would not take it. ° 

7472. You went against the money that time?— I 
never went for money at all; I never got anything for 
voting, though I was protfered it at MonaJian’s 
side; money was not niy object at all. 

7473. And why did you change your mind the time 
before this, when you got the order? — Oh, I got to tlie 
amount of lOs. of an order. 

7474. What was that for? — Flour and little matters 
of that sort. 

7475. It is only the two last times that you took 
anything at all? — And at the same time I might have 
a large sum; I was proffered it. 

7476. {Mr. Commissioner Leahy.) You say you 
never took money; but if you thought Lord Dunkellin 
would do so much good, why did you accept liis 
money?— Why, as it was going, I accepted it to Ijg 
sure, and put it in my pocket. 



James Fitzpatrick sworn and examined. 



7477. {Chief Commissioner.) Are you a freeman? 

7478. Wiiat trade? — ^Brogue-maker. 

7479. For whom did you vote? — Colonel French. 



7480. You got no money, money’s worth, or any- 
thing?— Nothing. 

7481. Had you a vote at the election before? — No. 



James Prendergast 

7482. {Chief Commissioner.) Are you a freeman? 
— Yes, these three years. 

7483. What trade?— Tailor. 

7484. For wlioni did you vote at the hast election? 

• — Colonel French and Lord Dunkellin. 

7485. Did yon get any money ? — Only 4s. 

7486. Who gave you tliat ? — Tliis gentleman, 
Mr. Grcany;. it was a month after the election. 

7487. Had you a vote at the election before this ? — 

I had. 

7488. For whom did you vote then? — Mr. Mai-tin 
Joseph Blake. 

7489. Did you get an order for goods that time ? — 
No, only to a stone of flour. I always voted for 
Mr. Blake. 

7490. Did you get any money in 1852? — No, indeed. 

Mr. 'rhomas G. Clare addressing the Commis- 
sioners said;l think it right to state, that at the 
adjoiu'nnient of the court at two o’clock, the witness 



sworn and examined. 

came up to me, and asked me to suggest to him what 
testimony ho ought to give. I told him to tell the truth; 
he still pressed me to suggest what he ought to say; I 
told him then, “ I have given you your answer ; act on 
“ it as you please. 

{Chief Commissioner i) James Prendergast, this 
is a very disgraceful proceeding on your part, an 
attempt to have your evidence suggested. To 
Mr. Clare. Do you knowwhetlier he received any 
ordei’ or not ? — Mr. Clare. I am not aware ; the 
documentary evidence will show. 

Mr. McGoveren. I understand the witness i.s a very 
simple kind of person, and Mr. Clare miglit not liave 
understood his object in asking the question. 

Mr. Clare. I am not capable of misconceiving him 
so far. 

7491. {Chief Commissioner to Prendergast.) How 
much money did you get, to your knowledge, in 1852, 
from Mr. Greiiny, try if you can recollect ? — Ten 
shillings, my wife got 10s. from Mr. Greany. 



James Croghan sworn and examined. 

7492. (Chief Commissioner.) Are you a freeman ? Yes. 

7493. Wliat trade ? — Carpenter. 

7494. For wlioni did yon vote ?— I voted for Colonel French. 

7495. Did you get any goods, money, or money’s worth ? No. 

7496. Had you a vote the time before ? No. 
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William Conneely 

\_This witness was unable to give his evide7ice 
except in Irish, and an interpreter was accor- 
dingly sworn.'] 

7497. { Chief Commissioner.) Did you vote at the 
last election ? — I did indeed. 

7498. Did you get 21. at Oliver’s house ? — I did 
not indeed. 

7499. There was a card sealed for you by 
Dr. Broiviie ; where is it ? — I left the cai-d at home. 



sworn aud examined. 

7500. Did you ever get money on it or any other 
person I — I neitlier went myself nor any one for me. 

7501. Did you give back the cai-d ? — No. 

7502. I-Iave you got it ? — I do not know v'hether I 
have or not. 

7503. Are you a rural votei- ? — I am an 8/. rate- 
payer. 



IF. Conneelg. 
12 Oct. 1857. 



Egbert Hall sworn and examined. 



Robert Hall. 



7504. ( Chief Commissioner.) Are you a freeman ? 
—I am. 

7505. For whom did you vote ? — Colonel French. 

7506. Any one else. — No. 

7507. Did you get any money or money’s worth ? 
—No. 

7508. Did you vote at the election before. — T did. 

7509. For whom ? — Lord Dimkellin and Mr. 
O’Flaherty. 



7510. Did you get any money that time from the 
Dimkellin party ? — I did not expect it, but I got 1/. 

7511. Was it paid to you through the hole in the 
door or window ? — On my word it was not, but in an 
office. 

7512. By whom ? — Nicholas Joyce. 

7513. You did not expect it up to the time you got 
it ? — Indeed, I did not. 

7514. Was it the day of voting you received or 
afterwards ? — In five weeks afterwards. 



Jons Toole sworn and examined. 

7515. (Chief Commissioner.) For whom did you vote ? — Colonel French. 

7516. Anyone else ? — No. 

7517. Did you get any money, money’s worth, or goods ? — No. 

7518. Had you a vote before this ? — No, but in 1847 I had. 



Andrew Regas sworn aud examined. 



Anilrew Regan. 



7519. (Chief Commissioner.) Are you a freeman ? 
—Yes. 

7520. What trade ? — Victualler. 

7521. For whom did you vote at the last election ? 
—Colonel French. 



7522. Any one else ? — No. 

7523. Did you get any goods, money, or money’.s 

worth ? Neither goods, money, or money’s worth. 

7524. At the election before did you vo^e ? — ^No. 



Patrice Crease sworn and examined. 



Fatrkk Creane. 



7525. ( Chief Commissioner.) Are you a freeman ? 
—Yes. 

7526. What trade? — ^Brogue-maker. 

7527. Whom did you vote for ? — Colonel French 
and Lord Dunkellin. 



5728. Did you get any money from Mr. Semple ? — 
I did; 305. 

7529. When did you hear that you were on 
Mr. Semple’s list ? — I did not hear anything of it 
until such time as I voted; I knew I was on it. 

7530. Had you a vote at the election before ? — No. 



Edjiuxd Mvri’hy sworn and examined. 



7531. (Chief Commissioner.) Are you a freeman ? 

I am. 

7532. What trade ? — Cm-penter, and I work for 
myself always. 

7533. For whom did you vote ? — I plumped for 
Colonel French. I never split at all. I got no money 
or anything. 

7534. Did you vote the time before ? — I did, the 
time of Mr. Monahan. 



7535. For whom did you vote in 1852 ? — ^Mr. Martin 
Joseph Blake. 

7536. Did you get any orders for goods from any 
of his agents ? — I did not get a penny from anyone, 
and did not expect it. 

7537. Are you a tenant of Mr. Blake’s ? — No, I am 
not. 

7538. (Mr. Commissioner Leahy.) Have yon any 
particular reason why you never split ? — Anything 
that there is two halves made of there is no good in it. 



Jons Skerritt sworn and examined. 



John Sherritt. 



! 539. ( Chief Commissioner. )A. y6 you a freeman ? — 
I am, indeed; an old freeman. 

7540. For whom did you vote ? — The way I voted 
ever was for Mr. Blake. 

7541. You always adhered to Mr. Blake ? — Never 
cbaiiged. 

7542. At the last election did you vote for any- 
body ? — I voted for Colonel French, my old friend. 

7543. Did you get any money ? — I got 2s., and I 
got 3s, 



7544. Wliat was that for ? — 1 believe it was partly 
because I was not able to work. If I was put to my 
oath I could not tell. Mr. Greany gave me (id., he 
often gave me 2d. and id. 

7545. You voted the time before this ? — I did. 

7546. For Mr. Blake ? did any of bis agents give 

you an order ? ^No; I did not want it tlien; I was 

able to earn, and did not look for anything. 
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Mathew Glyi 
13 Oct. 185; 



P. O'Donnell. 



N. Murphy. 



John Ralbit. 



T. Griffitu 



Mathew Glynn sworn suid examined. 



7554. {Chief Commissioner.) Ai-e you a freeman ? 

7555. For whom did you vote at the last election ? 
— I did not vote at the last election, my registry ivas 
run out. 

7556. What is the reason of that ? how came your 
registry to be run out ? — Because I did .not serve 
notice. 

7557. Somebody must have served a notice of 

objection ? — No, there was no obiection ; I voted in 
1852. • 

7558. In the year 1852, you took Lord Dunkellin’s 

part ; Mr. J. H. Blake employed you, I think ? 

Well, it is ill compliment to him that I acted, and 
Mr. Andrew Blake of Furbagh. 

7559. How much money did you get in 1852 to lav 
out ? — I got 12^. 

7560. And what were you to do with that? I 

gave 3/. to John Pierce. 

7561. Ls he a voter ? — For treating the men. 

7562. He was to lay it out again ? — Oh ! then 
there was a hill at his shop for treating Lord Dun- 
kellin’s friends. 

7563. What did you do with the rest ? — The rest 
of the money I kept no memorandum of. I know I 
distrilmted it in small sums to several persons among 
Lord Dunkellin’s friends, voters and non-voters, and 
every kind. I had a young man of the name of 



John hinegan, he is a carpenter, and he used to run 
here and there of messages, and any person that he 
recommended to me, that he would say was true to 
the cause we wanted to carry out, and that was 
sincere, I used to give them some refreshment. 

7564. Had you any more money than that’— I 
never got more than that to lay out. 

7565. {Mr. Commissioner Leahy.) Hadyouashon 

of your OM'n ? — I had a shop. ^ 

7566. {Chief Commissioner.) A good deal was 
going in that way upon Lord Dunkellin’s side in 
entertaining and treating the voters ? — There was’. 

7567. {Mr. Commissioner Leahy.) Did the shop- 
keepers all make a great deal that time ? were they 
not selling large quantities of goods ? — They sold a 
good deal ; I could not say what they made. 

7568. But they got a good deal of custom bvthe 

election ? — They did. • ^ 

7569. And a good deal of money went iu orders in 
that way ? Do you not think a contested election 
where orders ai-e given, is a very good thing for the 
strong shopkeepers ? — I believe it is. 

7570. It is as good for them as the freemen ’ 

Well, perhaps it is better ; I really think the freemen 
are the worst otF. 

7571. {Mr. Commissioner White.) Is it customary 

with shopkeepers to charge higher prices than usual 
for goods supplied on orders at elections ?— Well, I 
could not answer that question. ’ 



Patrick O’Donnell sworn and examined. 



7572. {Chief Commissioner.) Are you a' freeman ? 
— Yes. 

7573. What trade ? — House painter. 

7574. For whom did you vote ? — Lord Diiukellin 
and Colonel French. 

7575. Did you get suiy money from Mr. Semple ? 
— I did, 30s., in three parts. 

7576. Did you know you were on Mr. Semple’s 
list during the election ?— I did not until the money 
was going. 

7577. And how long was that after the election ? 

I think six weeks. 



NrcnoLAs MuKPnY 

7582. {Chief Commissioner.) For whom did you 
vo^e ? — 1 had no vote the last time. 

7583. Had you a vote the time before ? — I voted 
for Blake and O’Flaherty. 

7584. Did you get any order for goods that time 
Irom Clare or Greany ?— I got no order, but money. 

7585. Ai-e you a butcher ; did you get Zl. from 
Greany ?— Yes. 



7578. Did you work for Mr. Semple ?— Never. 

7579. And who asked you to vote for Lord Dun- 
kellin ? — There was no one asked me. I went of iny 
own accord. I heai-d them talking about in the 
morning and I would have plumped for Colonel 
Fi’cnch if I was told to do so, but another man named 
Walsh works in the same business, and he told me to 
split. 

7580. And if he had not told you, you would not 
have done so ? — I would not. 

7581. Had you a vote before ? No. 



sworn and examined. 

7586. At that time ? — Yes. 

7587. And you also got Zl. in the county ?— Yes ; 
whether I got it or not, I would have voted for 
Mr. Blake. 

7588. {Mr. Commissioner I.eahy.) Why did you 
not vote the last time ? — I was from home. I was in 
Balliiiasloe working for two years. 



John Rabbit sworn and examined. 



7589. {Chief Commissioner.) Are you a freeman ? 
— 1 am. 

7590. What trade ? — Brogue maker. 

7591. IV whom did you vote at the last election ? 
— Colonel French. 

7592. Did you get any money or money’s worth 
there ?— No. 



7593. The election before this did you vote ?— I 
did. 

7594. Wliom did you vote for that time ?— Mr. 
Blake. 

, 7595. Did you get any order for goods from Clare 
or anybody ? — No. 



Thomas Griffin swoim and examined. 



7596. {Chief Commissioner.) Are you a freeman’ 
— Yes. 

7597. For whom did you vote ?— I voted for Mr. 
O’FIalierty. 

7598. Did you get any money at Oliver’s for a 

card sealed by Dj-. Browne ’—No, I know notliine 
about it. ® 



7599. Did you get any money during that election ? 
— I did not get it, it was left for me alone at the 
workhouse. 

7600. Who left it ?— I know Dr. Bro-wne left it 
for me in the workhouse. 

7601. How much was it ?— It was 3/. 
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7602. Did you get any from Mr. O’Shaiighnessy 
beside.s ? — No ; lie gave me an order, and I paid him 
back again before the election. 

7603. What were you at the workhouse ?— I was 
employed there for the last three or four years. 

7604; Had you a vote at tlie election before this 
time ?— I had. 

7605. Whom did you vote for ? — Mr. O’Flaherty 
and Mr. Blake. 

7606. Did you get an order for goods ? — Yes, there 
were thi-ee of us got an order for 10s. worth of drink, 
that was all. 

7607. Was tliat given you by Mr. Clare ?— I 
declare I cannot say who gave it. 

7608. How much was it in amount ? — Ten shillings 
worth, that is all I got. 

7609. {Mr. Commissioner Leahy.') Wliy did you 
get that 3?. ? did you hear that the others only got 
21. ? — I never asked a shilling or a pound, and I 
never expected a shilling, a pound, or a crown. 

7610. Why, you said the master of the workhouse 
gave you an order before the election came on ? — He 



was always in the habit whenever I came short, he 
gave it to me, and then I paid it back. 

7611. Did you pay it back again on that occasion ’ 
— I did. 

7612. With that 3Z. did you repay Mr. O’Shaugh- 
nessy ?— I paid an order for 10s. that I got from him ; 
I owed him 10s. 

7613. Wlio gave you that U. at the workhouse?— 
I was told to go into the piu'lour, and when I went in, 
It was on tii^. table, and I was told Dr. Browne had 
left it for me. 

7614. Wa5 there anybody in the parlour ?— No. 

7615. Was it Mr. O’Shaughnessy told you ?— No. 

7616. Who was it told you to go into the parlour ? 
—It was a messenger told me. I was ofiered 20?. to 
give evidenpe.on the petition. 

7617. We have nothing to say to the petition? 

But I beg your pardon, I was offered 20?. to give 
information against Mr. O’Flalicrty. 

7618. Who offered you that ? — Thomas Naughten. 



T. Griffin. 
12 Oot. 1857. 



Lawrence Geoghegan sworn and examined. 

7619. {Chief Commissioner.) Are you a freeman ? 7623. From Mr. Cai-ter ?— No. 



L. Geogheyan. 



7620. Wliat trade ? — Tailor. 

7621. For whom did you vote? — Lord Dunkellin 
and Colonel French. 

7622. Did you receive any money from Mr. Semple ? 
— No. 



7624. Did you get any money ? — I got an order 
between four of us from Mr. Lynch lor to drink. 

'7625. Had you a vote at the election before the 
last ? — No, my registry was out. 



John pinegan (Middle-street) sworn and examined. 



7626. {Chief Commissioner.) Arc you a freeman? 
—Yes. 

7627. For whom did you voto at the last election ? 
— For Colonel French and Lord Dunkellin. 

7628. Did you receive any money frdm Mr. 
Semple ? — No. 

7629. From Mr. Carter ? — No. 



7630. Are you a smith ? — No, a painter ; I was 
not- the pei'son on liis list ; he thought I received 
money. ( Witness handed in a letter from Mr. Semple 
to the effect that it was a mistake.) 

7631. Had you a vote at the election before this? 
—No. 



John Finegan. 



Mr. James Davis sworn and examined. 



7632. ( Chief Commissioner.) Have you been, long 

• resident in Galway ? —Since I was born. • 

7633. Are you a trader here ? — Yes. 

7634. And you know most of the residents ? — I 
have a pretty fair knowledge. 

7635. And you know the freemen among the 
poorer classes ?; — A great many of them ai'O tenants of 
my own, and a great many of them I have employed. 

• 7636. State your opinion as to the degi-ee of cor- 
' riiption which exists among the freemen ? — My 

opinion, as far as I know of them myself, is that there 
is somewhat about one-third I would say, or under 
one-third, who would be open to tho influence of 
money. My opinion also is that those ■\\'ho have 
received money, and accepted money, have done so in 
most cases without selling their votes for that money. 
It was hearing that money was going that they 
thought they might take it, and they would have given 
their votes for the same side as they did vote, whether 
they got money or not. I have this from the freemen 
themselves. I believe that doing away with the 
freemen would be a very great injury to the pul)lic 
interests of this town. In my opinion it must increase 
other interests too mucin I was a freeman of the 
old corporation, and I believe I was about 30 years 
an elector of the town, and I know it pretty well, 
and before the great batches of freeman were let in 
hy the corporation in 1832^ that was when I was first 
let in myself. The influence of the county interest 
was calculated on by the amount of money tliat was 
given in a great many cases, not in all ; but those 
who received money were able to turn the majority 



of the scale. That was in the old time, in 1832, 
when the freemen were small in numbers ; and that 
fell off and the county interest diminished when the 
i’reemen increased. I think the freemen ought to be 
admitted with more care ; I think there arc a great 
many on the list of freemen who ought not to be on, 
and I think if a better selection were made in the 
admission of freemen, they would be a useful and dis- 
cerning body of persons, much more so than at 
I>resent. 

7637. You ai'C a freeman yourself ?— I am, and a 
50?. householder. 

7638. You arc a freeman and a 50?. liousehoider ? 
— I did not renew my registry since 1832. I just 
took the advantage then oi' being entitled to it. 

7639. What is your trade ? — I am a shopkeeper. 

7640. Of what kind ? — I was originally brought 
up to the building trade. 

7641. What is it that yon aa'c now? — A shop- 
keeper. 

7642. What kind of goods ? — Stationery and hard- 

7643. What is your opinion with respect to the 
freemen, as to their having supported Mi-. O’Flaherty 
on the former occasion, and opposed him at tlie last 
election ? — The freemen generally support the can- 
didate, — I know this from having been in tlie building 
trade, — whom they consider most likely to promote 
pultlic interest, originate public -works, and give 
employment. Mr. O’Flaherty was a very efficient 
member in that respect ; he attended the local hoards. 

Z2 



Mr. J. Davis, 
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Mr. J. Davis. I have the honour of being a member of the to-rni 7644. And why did they vote against him of late ? 

12 cTT^r’-t the harbour board, and he was very . — That feeling prevails still to a great extent' but 

° efficient in attending those boards, and giving infer- they think he has given himself up too much of' late 
mation and corre.sponding with the public departments to get situations for the middle classes, and that thus 
connected with the works. That made him a- great he has lost the influence which he might otherwise 
fa^'ourite with the freemen and the public in 1852. concentrate for the obtaining of public works. 



Michael Dolan. MiCHAEL Doi.AN sworn and examined. 

7645. {Chief Connuissioner.) Are you a freeman ? 7649. From Caader ? — No. 

— I am. 7650. Anybody ? — No. 

7646. What trade ? — ^Painter. 7651. Had you a vote at the election before this ? 

7647. For whom did you vote ? — Colonel Frencli — No, I had not. 

and Lord Uimkellin. 7652. You are quite certain you did not get money’ 

7648. Hid you get money from Semple ? — No. — Oh, I did not. ^ ' 



Mr. Mr. Martin Joseph Blake recalled and further examined. 

J. BMe. 

7653. {Chief Commissioner.) You mentioned to us 7654. And has the result been that you cannot find 

that you would search at home to discover whether any ? — Yes, certainly, 

you had in your jiapers any trace of having engaged 

any professional agents, or incurred any expenses at 7655. You wish, as I understand, to state that you 

the uncontested election in 1847. Have you made did not direct illegal pajrments to be made at any 

that search ? — I have searched some paper.s, as many election ? — On the contrary, I set my face against 

as I thought could show any trace of such a tiling. them. 

Adjourned till To-morrow, at Eleven o’clock. 



TENTH DAY. 

Tuesday, October 1 8th, 1 857. 

T. Flanagan. Thojias Flanagan sworn and examined. 

13 Oct. 1857 . 76 56. {Chief Commissioner.) Ai‘e you a freeman ? 7658. Anybody else ? — No. 

. —Yes. 7659. Did you get any money ? — No. 

7657. For whom did you vote ? — Colonel French. 7660. Had you a vote in 1852 ? — ^No. 



Edward Kelly. Edwarh Kelly (Claddagh) sworn and examined. 

7661. {Chief Commissioner.) Are you a freeman ? 7664. Did you get any money from Oliver, or any 

— Yes. one else ? — Two pounds, I did. 

7662. What trade ? — ^Nailer. 7665. At Oliver’s, for a card of Dr. Browne’s ? 

7663. For whom did you vote ? — Mr. O’Flaherty Yes. 

and Lord Dunkcllin. 7666. Had you a vote the election before this ?— No. 



F. Macmil,. Patbiok Maokao.y 

7667. {Chief Commissioner.) Arc you a freeman ? 

7668. For whom did you vote ? — I voted for Colonel 
French and Lord Dunkcllin. 

7669. Did you get any money from Mr. Semple ? 
— Not a farthing. 

7670. From Mr. Carter Never got a faithing in 
all my life. 



sworn and examined. 

7671. Had you ii vote at the election before this ? 
—I had. 

7672. Forwhomdidyouvote?-ForMr. O’Flaherty. 

7673. Anybody else ? — just voted for Mr. Blake. 

7674. Did you get any order for goods ? — Not a 
fai’thing’s worth ever I got. 



M. Dempsey. Michael Dejipsey sw'orn and examined. 

7675. {Chief Commissioner.) For whom did you vote ? — For Colonel French and Lord Dunkcllin. 

7676. Did you get any money? — Not a ghost. 

7677. Had you a vote the election before this ? — I had not before. 

7678. Are you a freeman ? — I am a freeman. 

7679. Did you get any orders ? — ^Neither money or orders. 



A. Higgins. ANDREW HiCGINS I 

7680. {Chief Commissioner.) For whom did you 

vote ? — For O’Flaherty and Lord Dunkellin. ^ 

7681. Did you get any money ? — Not for voting. 

7682. What did you get it for ? — I got five shillings 
for refresiiinent. 



rorn and examined. 

7688. Did you see a sti’ange gentleman in the town 
giving about money ? — No. 

7684. Who gave you the live shillings for refresh- 
ment ? — A comrade carpenter of mine. 

7685. Had you a vote before ?— I bad. 
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7686. For whom did you vote then ? — For Mr. 
O’Flaiierty. 

7687- Any one else ? — I beg your pai-don, I believe 
I voted for Blake and OTlaherty. 



7688. Did you get an order from Mr. Blake’s 
agents? — I gave an order myself for 15s. worth of 
dj-iok, and I was repaid for it. 



Michakl Beodeick sworn and examined. 



7689. {Chief Commissioner.) Are you a freeman? 7691. Did you get any money ? No. 

—Yes. 7692. Had you a vote the election before tliis ? No. 

7690. I'or whom did you vote ? — Colonel French 7693. Have you a promise from Mr. Carter of any 

smd Lord Dunkellin. money when the Commission is over ? ^No. 



Pateick Hanley sworn and examined. 



7694. ( Chiif Commissioner.) Are you a freeman ? 
— Yes. 

7695. For whom did you vote at the last election ? 
I voted for Colonel French and Lord Dunkellin. 

7696. Did you get any money or goods? — No, 
nothing of anything whatever. 



/697. At the election before this for wlioin did you 
vote ? — Mr. O’Flalrerty and Martin Joseph Blake. 

7698. Did you get any orders for goods from Mr. 
Martin Joseph Blake’s agents, or give any on your- 
self?. — Nothing myself. I did not get a penny for it 
from any jmi’son, or a penny’s worth at any time. 



Thomas Henery sworn and examined. 



7699. {Chief Commissioner.) Are you a freeman? 
—Yes. 

7700. For whom did you vote at the last election ? 
—I voted for Lord Dunkellin and Colonel French. 

7701. Did you get any money? — I did. I got a 
pound for Mr. Carter, and he told me it was for the 
county. 

7702. He told you it was for the county? — Yes, 
for Mr. Bellew. 

7703. Did you do smything in the county — I was 
employed bringing in tlie freeholders next day. 



7704. Had you a vote in 1852? — was employed 
as agent then, and after voting and going home I was 
called by some of the freemen. 

7705. Who were you called by ? — I was called by 
O’Flaherty and Lord Dunkellin. 

7706. Did you got any money at that time? 1 

got 3f. 

7707. Who gave it to you? — I got it in Lord 
Dunkelliii’s office. 

7708. Was it through the door on a ticket ? — It was, 
but being imderstood it was for my agency I got it. 



Pateick McDonnell sworn and examined. 

7709. {Chief Commissioner.) Are you a freeman? — lam. 

7710. For whom did you vote?— I had no vote at the last election. 

7711. At the election in 1852? — For Mr. Martin Joseph Blake and Mr. O’Flalierty. 

7712. Did you get any money or orders for goods on shopkeepers ? — No, nothing. 

7713. Ai-e you a shopkeeper yourself ? — No ; a tradesman. 



John Stewaed sworn and examined. 



7714. {Chief Commissioner.) Did you vote at the 
last election ? — I did. 

77 15. For whom ? — Colonel French and Lord Dun- 
kellin. 

7716. Did you get any money from Mr. Cai’ter, 
Mr. Semple, or anyone ? — No. - 

7717. Who asked you to vote for Lord Dunkellin ? 
— Mr. Carter. 



7718. Did he say anything about paying you after, 
or your being on his list ? — Ho jnade me a promise. 

7719. How much? — I cannot tell you any sum. 

7720. But he said you would get what was going ? 
— ^But I Avas no party to it. 

7721. Did you hear anything lately about not being 
paid until the Commission was over ? — I did. 

7722. Had you a vote the time before this ? — I had 
not. 



Michael Dowling sivorn and examined. 



7723. {Chief Coinmisstoner.) Are yon a freeman ? 
— I am. 

7724. For Avhom did you vote ? — For Mr. 
O’Flalierty and Lord Dunkellin. 

7725. Did you receive any money at the last 
election from any person ? — No, never. 



7726. At any foi-mer election ? — At any since I 
became a freeman, that is, 25 years ago. 

7727. {Mr. Commissioner JVhiie.) Arc you a house- 
holder in the town ? — Y’es ; I have a house on Salt 
I-Iill. 

7728. Bated at 8L ? — No, it is not. 



Matthew Flaiieety SAvorn and examined. 



7/29. {Chief Commissioner.) Are you a freeman ? 
• — Yes. 

7/30. For Avhom did you vote?— -Lord Dunkellin 
and Colonel French. 



7731. Did you get any money from Mr. Semple? 
— It Avas Mr. Cai’ter Avho asked me to vote for Lord 
Dunkellin. 

7732. Wliat did Mr. Carter say to you ? — He told 

Z3 



A. Higgins. 
13 Oct. 1857. 



M. Brodrich, 



Patrick Hanley. 



T Henery, 



P. McDonnell, 



John Steward, 



M. Dowling. 



M. Flaherty, 
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M. Flaherty, me he would expect my interest for Lord Dunkellin, 
,, ;; — and aceordinarlv I promised it. 

•13 Oct 1857. '->7'><> ® V 1 7 • ^ f , . 

1 ( 66 . Have you been looking for money from him ? 

— No. 

7734. On your oath, have you been with him at all 
about money, or did you make any complaint that he 
had not given any ? — I did not. There was one time 
here that a promise was made of it. 

7735. To you ? — To all., 

7736. He has not fulfilled that promise ? — No. 

7737. Had you a vote the election before this-? 

No. 



7738. {Mr. Commissioner Leahy.') Mr. Carter 1 ib= 
a list ? — I am not sure. * 

r t Isnow- whether you are on that 

7740. {Chief Commissioner.) Wlien did Mr. Caiter 

make the promise ? — It was to me he said it. 

7741. When?. — Before the election. 

7742. {Mr. Commissioner Leahy.) He said yo» 
would be remembered as well as anybody else ?— -He 
told me he would recompense me for my time after 
the election would be over. 



P. McCann. 



Pateick McCann sworn and examined. 



7743. {Chief Commissioner.) Are you a freeman? 
— Yes, since 1832. 

7744. Bid you vote ? — Yes. 

7745. For whom ? — Colonel French and Mr.' An- 
thony O’Flaherty. 

7746. Did you get any money or goods ? — From 
1832, or at 1832, I never received either money or 
orders since. 



7747. Did you. lay out any money since ?— No I 
laid out a small matter, I had a couple of friends 
with me, jnst a couple of shillings. 

7748. An entertainment ?— Yes. I would take a 

little refreshment, .as far- as a bottle of porter or a 
glass of punch; that is idl ever I seen by anv 
election. ^ ' 



Patrick Daly, 



Patrick Daly sworn and examined. 



7749. {Chief Commissioner.) Are you a freeman ? 
— I am. 

7750. For whom did you vote ? — Colonel French 
and Lord Dunkellin. 

7751. Did you get any money, or money’s worth, 
at tlie last election ? — ^No. 

7752. Wlio was it asked you to vote for Lord 
Dunkellin ?— John Semple was tlie principal person. 

7753. Did Semple give you any money ? — No. 

7754. What trade are you ? — Carpenter. 

7755. Do you ever work for him? — No; but I 
know him in the way of trade. 

7756. When ho asked you, you said you would ? — 
It was his brother asked me, and I said I would. 

7757. Did he say anything about putting you on a 
list, or anything of that kind? — His brother did not - 
himself. 



7758. Did his brother mention anything about the 
money that would be going ?— His brother did. He 
did not mention the sum; but he said there was 
something. 

7759. Was it not quite understood tliat after the 
election was over, tliose who were on Semple’s list 
would get something ? no matter from wliom— you 
knew well that you would get something ?— Tlie 
same. 

7760. Did you not get the money since ? No. 

7761. What reason did he give for not giving it to 
you ? — I cannot tell ; he gave us no reason. 

7762. Had you a vote the election before this 
I had. 

7763. For whom did you vote then ?— For Mr. 
Anthony O’Flaherty and Mr. Mai-tin Joseph Blake. ' 

7764. Did you_ gef any money or goods from any- 
body at that election ? — No, from neither of them, 



Bryan Griffin, 



Bryan G-rifrin sworn and examined. 



7765. {Chief Commissioner.) Are you a freeman ? 
— Yes. 

7766. For whom did you vote ? — For Lord Dun- 
kellin and Colonel French. 

7767. Did you get any money from either Mr. Sem- 
ple, Mr. Carter, or anybody else ? — ^No one ; not a 
fai'tbing. 



7768. Wlio asked you to vote ?— I was canvassed 
by Colonel French. 

7769. But I mean for Lord Dunkellin ?— Nobody. 

^ 7770. Well, what was your reason for voting for 

him ? I thought he was a man of great repute and 
good influence, and would dp some good for the town. 

7771. Had you a vote at the election before this ? 
— No ; My registry was out. 



M. Sheridan. 



Martin Sheridan (Cross-street) sworn and examined.^ 



7772. {Chief Commissioner.) You lu-e registered as 
a leaseholder ? — Yes. 

7773. For whom did you vote? — I voted for 
Colonel French and Mr. O’Flaherty. 

7774. Did you get any money from Semple ? — 
Well, he called at my house and gave' me 305. 

_ 7775. Some time after the election ? — It was some 
time after' the election. 

7776. You did not vote for Lord Dunkellin ?~I 
did not. 



7777. I think Mr. Semple made rather a mistake ? 
— ^I took the money ; I had no objection. 

7778. You did not point out to him his mistake ? — 
No, I did not. 

7779. But you never gave a vote to Lord Dankel- 
lin, and got the 305. ? — Just so. 

7780. What trade'ai-e you ? No trade. 

7781. Had you a vote at the election before ?— No, 
my registry was out ; I voted in 1847. 



John Murden. 



John Murden sworn and examined. 



7782. {Chief Commissioner.) Are you a freeman ? 

— I am. 

7783. TVade ? — Shoemaker. 

'7784. For whom did you vote ? — I believe for 
JMr. O’Flaherty and Lord Dunkellin. 



7785. Did you get any money at Oliver’s ? — I 
did. 

7786. How much ? — TVo pounds. 

7787. Was if for a ciu-d of Dr. Browne’s? — B 
was. If I thought in life I would get money I would 
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not take it, because I am 20 years polling and I never 
received the price of a pinch of snutF. 

7788. But you did take the money ? — It was likely 
to cost me a very heavy fit of sickness for my fatigue 
and trouble. 

7789. {Mr. Commissioner Leahy. What , caused all 
your fatigue aud trouble ? — I was acting for Mr. 
O’Flaherty. 

7790. Did you see a strange man going about the 
town and giving money ? — No, I did not. 

7791. You merely took your cai’d to Oliver’s?: — I 
did not see any person, did not mind any person, and 
did not expect it. 
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7792. Had you a vote at the election before ?— 
Yes. 

7793. Por whom did you vote ? — Mr. Blake aud 
Mr. O’Flaherty. 

7794. Did you get any orders then from any of the 
agents ? I never got a shilling or the price of a pint 
of ale. 

7795. Or any goods ? — Or any goods or value, I 
never took it. 

7796. You generally take something to drink ?— I 
did not take a pint of ale these twenty years. T did 
not take it, nor I would not take it the last time 
for my vote, but that it cost me a week’s sick- 
ness. 



Patrick Fallon sworn and examined. 



7797. {Chief Commissioner.) Aa-e you a freeman ? 
— Yes. 

7798. What trade ?■ — Cart maker. 

7799. For whom did you vote at the last’election ? 
— For Lord Dunkellin and Colonel French. 

7800. Were you either on Mr. Semple or Mr. 
Carter’s list ? — I do not know whether I was or not. 

7801. Did you hear whether you were or not ? 

Well, indeed, I do not know. 

7802. Did you get any money ?— No, indeed, not a 
penny. 

7803. Did any person tell you where to get money ? 
No. 

7804. Had you a vote at the election before the 
last ? — No, but the one before that again. 



7805. {Mr. 
Mr. Semple ?• 



Commissioner Leahy.) Do you know 
-I do, by sight. 



7806. Had you any conversation with him before 
the election ? — No, I never had to do with the 
man. 



7807. Did he speak to you about your vote ? — He 
never spoke to me about my vote. 

7808. Did Mr. Carter ? No. 



7809. Neither of them said anything to you about 
getting compensation the same as the rest ?— No, 
they did not tell me about it. 



7810. Wlio told you about it ?— Gai-ra! no one told 
me. 



JosEPn Leonard sworn and examined. 



7811. {Chief Commissioner.) Are you. a freeman ? 
— I am, since 1832. 

7812. For whom did you vote at the last election ? 
~I voted for Colonel French ; I gave a split to 
Lord Dunkellin. 

7813. Did you get any money from Mr. Semple or 
Mr. Carter ? — No. 

7814. Do you work for Mr. Semple at all ?— I do 
occasionally. 

(815. Did he ask you to vote ?— No, never a man 
asked me to vote yet. 



7816. Did any man come to you about voting for 
Loi'd Dunkellin ? — No, never a man came to me. 1 
came forward from my work, which I always do. 

7817. For whom did you vote at the election liefore 
this ?— I voted for Mr. O’Flalierty and 1 split for 
Mr. Blake. 

7818. Did you get any orders, money, or goods at 
that election ? — Never. I was proud to have an 
opportunity of voting for Colonel French at the last 
election, because he was tlie only man assisted the 
wretched condition of the working classes. 



Michael Geraghtt sworn and examined. 



7819. { Chief Commissioner^ Are you a freeman ? 

7820. What trade ? — ^Baker. muiicj- ; x nci 

7821. For whom did you vote at the last election ? nor Avould not. 



7822. Any one else ? — No one else. 

7823. At the election before that did yon get any 
oney ? — I>ever got a halfpenny j took no money, 



— Colonel French. 



7824. Or goods ? — ^No. 



(825. {Chief Commissioner^ Ai'e you a freeman r 
— Yes. 

7826. What trade ? — Weaver. 

7827. For whom did you vote at the last election ? 
—For O’Flaherty and Lord Dunkellin., 

^28. Did you get any money at Oliver’s for a cai-d 

of Dr. Browne’s ? I did. 

7829. Two pounds ? — Yes. 

(830. Did you vote at the election before the last ? 
—I did. 

you vote that time? — For 
Ml'. Blake and Mr. O’Flaherty. 

7832. Did you get an order for goods from Clare, 
01 ot Mr, Blake’s friends ?_I did not, but I got 10s. 
shoemaker. 

“spY w election ?— It was.' ' ’ 

' • Were you taken out of the poor-house at the 



Michael Glynn (Keliy’.s-lane) sworn and examined. 



last election to vote ? — It was left at my own election 
to go in or stay out. 

7835. Was a car sent for you to the poor-lioiise, or 
did anybody come for you to vote ? — There was. 

7836. Were you in it at any othe election ? — No. 

7837. Were you able to support yourself then ? — 
I was. 

7838. Did you get an order from Mr. O’Shaugh- 
nessy ? — No, indeed, not the least ; not a penny’s 
worth did he give me. 

7839. {Mr. Commissioner Leahy.) Did you go 
back to the poor-house ? — I did. 

7840. When the, 21. were spent ? — I gave a pound 
note to my little girl to send her over to England, 
and when I spent the other pound I had none to work 
on, and I went into the poor-house, and I am working 
above at the poor-Kouse ever since. 

Z4 



John Marden, 
18 OcL 1857. 



Patrick Fallon. 



J. Leonard, 



M. Geragkty. 



M. Glynn. 
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Finerty, 



Martin Fiserty sworn and examined. 



13 Oct 1857 . 7841. {Chief Commissioner.) Axq you a freeman ? 



7842. What trade ? — A weaver. 

7843. For wliom did you vote ? — Colonel Frencli 
and Lord Dunkellin. 

7844. Did Mr. Carter or Mr. Semple put you on 
tiieir list ? — Yes, Carter did. I went on Carter’s list. 

7845. What did Carter tell you ? — He told me I 
would be recompensed for my time after the election. 

7846. Well, has ho given you the recomponce ? — 
Me ! the divil a sixpence or shilling he ever gave me ! 



7847. But tell me. Las he been making any excuse 
for it ? — He says from day to day that lie thinks we 
will get something. 

7848. Did he tell you to wait until the Commission 
was over? — No; this was two months ago he was 
telling me this. 

7849. But it has not come yet ? — No. 

7850. Had you a vote before this election ?—I 
believe in 1842 I registered, but my registry ran out 



Wm. Dempsey, 



W-it. Dempsey, senior, sworn and examined. 



7851. {Chief Commissioner.) Are you a freeman ? 
— Yes. 

7852. For whom did you vote ? — At the late elec- 
tion ? 

7853. Yes ? — For Colonel French and Lord Dun- 
kellin. 

7854. Did you get any money or anything from 
any one ? — I got os. for myself and two or three 
more to drink, at the last election. 

7855. Were you ever on any list ? — No. It was 
Mr. Cai-ter spoke to me after the election about the 
list at all, and told me the persons that voted for Lord 
Dunkellin that he would send out to Loughrea upon 
his list. 

7856. Have you been talking to him since to know 
why the money has not come ? — I have been asked by 
others. I asked a few to vote for Lord Dunkellin, and 
to give him a split at the last election, and they were 
often inquiring of me, wdiere was the man that was to 
give them anything, because Mr. Rush told that he 
was the man, and not Mr. Murphy. 

7857. But the money has not come since ? — No, I 
did not hear it was. 

7858. The election before this had you a vote ?— • 
I had. 

7859. Whose part did you take that time ? — I had 
five or six votes. 



7860. How do you mean ? — Myself, and two 
brothers-in-law, a son-in-law, and my own family. 

7861. And you had them all ? — They would go'tlie 
way I would tell them. 

7862. Wlio did you go for ? — Martin Joseph Blake 
and Mr. O’Flaherty. 

7863. Did you all get an order on a shopkeeper 

being so many of you together ?— I got it ; I did not 
get an order, but I was told by a certain shopkeeper 
that anything I wanted, or anybody I would bring in 
that I would get what I chose to order. •’ 

7864. Wlio was that shopkeeper ? — John Gannon. 

7865. That was at Mr. Blake’s expense ? Yes ; 

the reasojr I got it at that time was, he heard me 
saying to Mr. Miirtin Joseph Blake when I met him 
in the street,— -I was introduced to him by Mr. Lee,— 
and he asked me would I support him ; I said, “ sir, 
“ and more than that, I have five or six votes, and I 
“ will give them to you, because you are an honest 
“ man.” That was the reason. 

7866. And the grocei* told you you might get any- 
thing in the shop ? — Yes, I might if I liked. 

7867. Do you mean not merely whiskey, but tea 
and sugar- ? — I got a quarter of a pound of tea, and a 
couple of pounds of sugar-. My son-in-law Edward 
Fleming got a couple of pounds in 1852, but it was 
for his e.xpenses. 



Mr. 

W. G. Murray. 



Mr. William George Moekat sworn and examined. 



7868. {Chief Commissioner.) You reside in the 
town ? — I reside in the town. 

7869. And have resided in it for a long time ? — 
Yes, for a very long time. 

7870. Are you a trader ? — I am a merchant in the 
town. 

7871. Are you well acquainted with the consti- 
tuency here ? — Well indeed, I think I am. 

7872. Are you aeqtuiinted ivith the freemen ? — Yes, 
I know a good many freemen. 

7873. Arc tl^ere many of thenr in your employment ? 
— Tliere are ; some sawyers. I give occasionally a 
lar-ge amount of employment. 

7874. Would you state your opinion with reference 
to the freemen ? — In -what way ? as to their character ? 

7875. Yes. Are you a voter yourself ? — Yes. 

7876. From what qualification, may I ask ? — I am 
rated to tlie relief of the poor, I suppose to the amount 
of 300/. a year. 

7877. Now would you state anything you wish 
with reference to tlic constituency ? — As regards the 
freemen, I certainly would be vei-y sorry to class the 
entire body of tiie freemen as corrupt and venal. 

7878. Could you give an opinion as to the pro- 
portion ? — My opinion is, that any corruption or 



venality that exists among the freemen, is maiuly 
attributable to the proceedings hitherto adopted at 
Parliamentary elections. 

7879. In paying money in so lavish a way ? — To 
paying money in a lavish way, no doubt of it. 

7880. But what proportion of the freemen would 
you say w-ill take money ? — Well, I think if tliere was 
a very important question raised at a parliamentary 
election, — if anything like strong politics were raging 
at the time, — I think there are, perhaps, about 200 men 
who would vote as they ought to vote. 

7881. And if there was no real political question, 
not so many ? — Not so many, certainly. I am sure 
as to a great many persons that have taken money 
latterly', it has been almost forced upon them. I 
think a great many persons at the time of an election 
ai-e in want of the necessaries of life, and human 
nature never could resist a 51. or a 3/. note at a time 
when they lu-e so lavishly expended. But I think 
that these men in a direct way would be as inde- 
pendent as any other class, taking them as a class. I 
always disliked parliamentary elections in this town, 
greatly. They bring about a great deal of excite- 
ment, anger, and ill feeling. 



Martin Burke. 



Martin Burke (Abbey-lane) sworn and examined. 



7882. {Chief Com7nissioner.) Arc you a freeman ? 
-Yes, of the town of Galway. 

7883. What trade are you ?— Cooper. 



7884. For whom did you vote at the last election . 
— Lord Dunkellin and Colonel French. 

7885. Did yon get any money from Mr. Semple or 
Mr. Carter ?— Not any. 
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7886. Did either Mr. Semple or Mr. Cart-ei- speak 
to you about voting ? — Mr. Carter did, and said I was 
to be paid as much as any other man. Mj-. Cai'ter 
spoke to me, and oifered me to he paid. 

7887. Has he paid you since ? — Not a fiu'thing. 

7888. Did you ask him ? — I did, difierent times. 

7889. What explanation did he give ? — He made 
excuses. 

7890. Had you a vote the election before tlie last ? 
—I had. 



7891. For whom did you vote ? — Mr. Martin 
Joseph Blake and Mr. O’Flaherty. 

7892. Did you get any order.s for goods at that 
election ? — I got some flour, and tea and sugar. 

7893. Was that from Mr. Clare, or whom else ? — 
From Mr. Clare ; I got the order from him. 

7894. Could you tell the -v-alue ? — I could not tell 
that ; it is a long time. 

7895. Was it before the election yoii got the 
orders ? — ^It "was before ; the election was coming on 
the day folloAving. 



Patrick Egan sworn and examined. 



7896. {Chief Commissioner.) Are you a freeman? 
— Yes, I am. 

7897. What trade ? — ^Victualler. 

7898. For whom did you vote at the last election ? 
—For Colonel French. 

7899. Anyone else ? — ^No one else. 

7900. Did you get any money or goods at the last 
election ?. — ^No. 

7901. At the election before that did you vote ? — 
I never voted before. 



7902. When did you get your freedom ? was it 
from Mr. Lynch last year- ? — It was. 

7903. Are you quite certain you got nothing this 
last election ? — Nothing. 

7904. You got a drink ? — got some di-ink. 

7905. You met with Waldron, I suppose ? you are 
a friend of Waldron’s ? — No. 

7906. You like Sullivan better than Waldron ? — Tt 
is optional to me who I like ; I go from myself wil- 
lingly. 



Jakes C^sxlagiian sworn and examined. 



7907. {Chief Commissioner.) Are you a freeman ? 
—I am. 

7908. Wliat trade ? — A. butcher. 

7909. For whom did you vote at the last election ? 
— I voted for Colonel French and Lord Dunkellin. 

7910. Did you get any money from anybody at the 
last election ? — .Not a penny, in any shape or form. 

7911. Had you a vote at the election before the 
last ? — I had. 

7912. For whom did you vote that time ? — For 
Anthony O’Flaherty and Martin Joseph Blake. 

7913. Did you get 3/. from Greany that time ? — I 
did. 

7914. Was that after the election or before ? — 
About five weeks after it was over. 

7915. How much ? — It was, I believe, 3/. 

7916. Did you heai‘, during the election, that what 
was promised was not 3Z., hut 6/., for the butchers ? 



did you hear anything about the amount having been 
reduced ? — I did. 

7917. Some of you got 51., and others got 51. ? — I 
got 31. ; I do not know what the others got ; my 
brothers got 81. each. 

7918. But the amount was reduced after ? — I do 
not know ; I got 3/. 

7919. Are you a friend of Waldron’s ? — No, I am 
not. 

7920. Do you go for yourself, or are you a friend of 
Sullivan’s ? — Why, there is a connexion between us. 

7921. Is Luke Callaghan any relation of your.s ? — 
He is my brother ; he is sick. 

7922. Did he go to Greany also ? — ^Ile went with 
me to Greany and got 3/. with the rest of the 
butchers, after the election. 

7923. Hugh Callaghan ? is ho another brother of 
yours ?— He is dead these many years. 



John Ke..venet sworn and examined. 



7924. {Chief Commissioner.) You are a freeman? 
—I am. 

7925. What trade ? — Tailor. 

7926. Did you get 30s. from Semple after the last 
election ? — I did. 

7927. Hful Semple told you, during the election, he 
liad you on his list ? — ’Yes, he did. 

7928. And that ho would secure you ? — No, he did 
not. 

7929. What phrase did ho use when he told you he 
had you on his list ? — He said nothing to me. 

7930. And when did you first hear about the 
money ? — I believe when the freemen were getting it. 



Redmond Murray 

7937. {Chief Commissioner.) Are you a freeman ? 

•—I am. 

7938. Wliat trade ? — Slason. 

7939. For whom did you vote at the last election ? 
— For Mr. O’Flaherty and Lord Dunkellin. 

7940. Did you get any money at Oliver’s house ? — 
I did, from Oliver’s house. 

7941. How much ? — Two pounds. 

7942. Did you get a card first sealed by Dr. 
Browne ? — ^No. 

7943. Who took you up to Oliver’s house to get 
the 21, ?— We walked by oiu’selves. 



7981. Is that after the election? — After the elec- 
tion. 

7932. Had yon a vote before the last election ? — I 
had. 

7933. For whom did you vote the election before ? 
. — For Mr. Martin Joseph Blake. 

7934. Did you give a vote to Mr. O’Flahcrfy then 
at that time ? — No. 

7935. Did you get any order for goods from Mr. 
Clare, or any of Mr. Blake’s friends ? — I did not. 

7936. Did yon get anything at that election ? — I 
did not. 



swoi-n and examined. 

7944. Did you see a man about the town giving 
money ? did you get any of that money ? — Never. 

7945. Had you a vote before the last election ? — I 
had. 

7946. For whom did you vote ? — I was not at that 
election. 

7947. Did you get any orders or goods from Clare, 
or any of Mr. Blake’s agents ? — No. 

7948. Who told you to go up to Oliver’s to get the 
2/. ? — I knew it would be going. 

A a 



Martin Burke. 
13 Oct, 1857. 



Patrick Egan. 



J. Callaghan. 



J. Kearney. 



P. Murray. 
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Myles Kueke sworn find examined. 

7949. ( Chief Commissioner i) Are you a freeman Yes 
o.hScSon?'"" no. loot fo.- i. eifte,, i„ 



79ol. {Chief Commissioner.) You wisli to make a 
statement ’—This is tlio other of the men tliat was 
in the jmor-liouse, and that T took out of it myself, 
with Michael Glynn ; there wei-e no funds of Mr! 
illakes at tliat time in 1852 ; there was not a single 
shilling of Mr. Blake’s money in Galway. Thev 
were constantly annoying Mr. Murphy, and I 
happened to be in his office one day, and I said, It is 



TnoJiAS liEE re-called, and further examined. 



yuortal sin to keep them walking about the streets 

they ought to go back to theworkliou.se. Mr. MumliiJ 
then gfive me a pound, ^v•hich I divided between tii^ 
two. A man named Dempsey lias spoken of me 
liiiTing giToji liim money. I got 201. from Mr. Pom. 
for die county election, and I swear that thS 
6(f. find the pound had notliing to do with the 
town election. 



Henut Hart sworn and examined. 

J952. {»/&»,«>,;„«..) Are j-or. . freemao ? ?_I did, about siu weeks after tie 

7953. Bufohor ?_Yes. 7958. How muelt ?—I got 57 

3"?“ ™*9 ?— Y®, 1 . X”" '“'I f«° Mr. Martin Josenl, Blake 

did, for Colonel I renoli, m 1852, did yon vote for Mr. OTlalierty ?_No ■ and 

7955. Anyone else ? — No one else. a shilling T would vote for the honour- 

aide gentleman. 

7956. Did you get any money or money’s worth, or 7960. But vou crot 5 j 

ly entertainment or treating ’-Nothing more thaii Lp, ^ ‘ 

met one of the men in the street, and I took a glass „ i ti' engaged here in keeping the table' 

wine or two. ' " t^nngs as well as voting ’—No indeed • I 

7957. After the election of 1852, you got uieuey Jthe Hl”„y ^ ““t* 



7956. Did you get any money or money’s worth, or 
any entertainment or treating ? — Nothing more thaii 
I met one of the men in the street, and I took a glass 
of wine or two. 



Thomas Gaffet sworn and examined. 

^7962. {Chuf Commissioner.) Are yon a freeman ? 7969, Anyone else ?_No one else 

796A What trade ? _ Stone-entter and marble no.m™' 
inanulacturer. ^ .-ovi un 

Pofi • 'I'A ‘‘ ™ “ 

^Toi Loid Dunkellin and Mr. 0 Maherty. 7970 Was "thnf nftoT. 5 o i 

7965. Did you get .any money at Olirar’.s ?_Ho' 111 m a weeroi itmilT, b ' ■■^^“■Bbflnng bolter 

nor any oilier nlaoe, not .so mncii as a fnrtl.inn ’ -oVn ran M er voting. 



..... HI. Oliver, S ' P.NO, 

nor any other place, not .so much as a farthing. 

7966. Are you sure of that ’— I am sure. 

7967. Had you a vote the election before the last ’ 
— I had. 

7968. For whom did you vote ’—For Lord Dun- 
kellm. 



/973. Did yuu live in the town at that time ’—I 
did. 

7974. There was nothing else for you to get at that 

time for your vote ?— No. j s 

7975. What was the name of that clerk?- 
Mr. Joyes, to the best of iny opinion. 



7976. {Chief Commissioner.) Are you a freeman ’ 
— 1 am. ^ 

797 1 . What trade ? — Brogue-maker. 

/9/8. For whom did you vote at the last election ’ 
— Colonel Frendi. 



John Ryder sworn and examined. 

: you a freeman ’ 7981. {Mr. Commissioner Leahy.) Wei-e you a 

Buvpovteror Mr. Pat. Blake ’-No ; I had nothing to 
_ do witii Mr. Pat. Blake. ® 

:he last election ’ 7982. Yon declared for him while he was up ?— I 

mncvC Avnrn, . . ^ time, that is what I 



7980. Had vou a vote t . J'«»'ed you declared f 



7980. Had you 
No. 



plumper. 



7985. What trade ? — Stone-cutter 

7986. I’m- whom did ym, vote at the last election ? 
— Colonel French and Lord Dunkellin 

7987. Did you get any money from Mr. Semple, 

Ml. Carter, or anyone ?— I never got any money at 
any portion of my life. ^ 

7988. Did either Mr. Semple or Mr. Carter speak 
to you about voting ?— I intended to give my vote fm- 

Colonel French, and I met Mr. 0,artfrTn ”L st°e«; 



LAtvEENCE Lakdner swom and examined. 



and be asked me, and I told him I intended to vote for 
Lord Dunkellin. 

i989. Had you a vote at the election before this ? 
—Always Iiad one, since 1832. 

7990. For whom did you vote tlic time before 
I knoiv I did not vote for Lord Dunkellin. 

i991. Did you get any orders for goods ?— I never 
got anything connected with money, orders, credit, 
or anything, or anything of the kind in my life, at 
any period, '' 
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Robert G allaher sworn and examined. 



7992. ( Chief Commissio7ier^ Atq you a freeman ? 
— Yes. 

7993. What trade ? — Tailor by trade. 

7994. For whom did you vote ? — Mr. O’Flaherty 
and Lord Dunkellin. 

7995. Did you get any money at Oliver’s ? — Not at 
Oliver’s house, but at Oliver’s mill, in the office that 
is attached to it. 

7996. How much did you get ? — T got 21. lOi-. 6tf. 

7997. Was that after or during the election? — . 
After j I believe, six days. 

7998. Had you any conversation with him, the day 



of polling, or -with anyone ? — Hot so much as a 
•word. 

7999. Did you not hear tiiat cards were sealed, for 
money that -was going at Oliver’s ?— I heard if, but I 
did not go ; I had too much to do to go and look after 
him. I went when I heard of such a thing, and said 
that I was a supporter of Mr. O’Flaherty, and that I 
expected a shai-e of it, as well as every man; “Of 
“ course,” says he. 

8000. Did you vote at the election before this, in 
1852 ? — No; there were disfranchised then 300 
of us. 



N. Gallaher. 
13 Oct. 1857. 



Akthony Kelly sworn and examined. 



8001. (Chief Commissioner.) Are you a freeman ? 

—No. 

8002. Have you a vote ? — I am a ratepayer. 

8003. For whom did you vote at the last election ? 
—I voted for Colonel Fi'ench and Lord Dunkellin. 

8004. Did you get any money ? — Not a farthing. 

8005. At the election before did you get any 
money ? — No. 

8006. , (Mr. Commissioner Leahy.) Wliose tenant 
ai’c you? — I have very many landlords, at least 
tlu-ee or four. 

8007. (Chief Commissioner.) Did you ])ay any 



money to anybody at the last election ?— No, I did 
not. 

8008. Did you treat anyone with whiskey, or any- 
thing ? — ^No, but I was handed bl. 

8009. By whom ? — By Andrew Lynch. 

8010. Wiat did you do with it? — I handed it to 
the parties that he directed me to hand it to, to the 
victuallers ; it was to Bernard Egan I gave it. 

8011. Was Mr. Lynch acting for Colonel French ? 
—He was. 

8012. Have you anything more to say ? — ^Nothing 
more than that I voted, in 1852, for Mr. Blake. 



Anthony Kelly. 



WiLLiAJi Nolax sworn and examined. 



8013. (Chief Commissio7ier.) Are you a freeman ? 
—I am. 

8014. What trade ? — Sawyer. 

8015. For whom did you vote at the last election ? 
— Colonel French and Lord Dunkellin. 

8016. Did you get any money from Mr. Semple, 
Mr. Cai-ter, or anyone ? — No. 

8017. Was it Mr. Carter spoke to you about 
voting ? — No ; I went liberally myself, with the 
guild. 

8018. You all went the same way ? — W’^e v'ent for 
Colonel French, and we gave Lord Dunkellin a half 
vote. 

8019. "Wliy did yon do that ? — We thought he -was 
a good candidate for the town. 

8020. Had you a vote the election before this ? — I 
had, and always had. 

8021. For whom did you vote at the election be- 
fore ? — 1 voted for O’Flaherty and Lord Dunkellin 
that time. 

8022. Did you get any money at that time ? — Two 
or three days after the election I got 35. 6d. 

8023. Who gave it to you-? — ^A man named 
Henchan. 

8024. Wliat was that 3s. 6d. for ? — I believe to get 
a drop of drink, and one thing or another. 

8025. (3Ir. Com7/iissio?ter Leahy.) Had the sawyers 
any list made out before Colonel French cmne, the 
time Mr. Pat Blake was here ? — No. 

8026. Y’ou saw no list at all ? — No. 

8027. Were you going for Mr. Pat Blake at that 
time ? — We were. 



8028. Did you hear them complaining that they 
were disappointed at there being no contest when lie 
left ?— No, I did not. 

8029. Did you not heai- some talk about it, some 
talk about the contest ? — I did not take any notice. 

8030. Do you mean to say that yon did not hear 
something about it ? — I might. 

8031. But you knew there was ? — There was some- 
thing. 

8032. That itwas a bad job that there was to be no 
contest ? — I believe there was. 

8033. Were you the man that was pulled off the 
ear ? — No, but I was forced on the car most manfully ; 
I would not be allowed to walk at all, they ])ut mo on 
it most gloriously. 

8034. (Mr. Commissioner White.) Did they want 
you to vote for Mr. O’Flaherty ? — They did. 

8035. (Mr. Commissioner Leahy.) Was it the 
women that put you upon tlie car ? — No, it was not. 

8036. It took a good many to ptit you up ? — There 
were a good many there. 

8037. They lifted you up geirtiy ? — do not know 
that. 

8038. Were you not laugiiiiig at them, and saying 
that 3'-ou would pi-efer to drive ? — No, I was well able 
to walk. 

8039. Do you know who ])ut you up ? — do. 

8040. Who put you on the car ? — Dr. Browne, my 
employer. 

8041. (3lr. Commissioner White.) Had you not 
promised to vote for Sir. O’Fhiherty ? — ^Never. 



Wilham Nolant 



kR.vxcis McHugo sworn and examined. 



8042. (Chief Commissioner.) Are you a freenian ? 

8043. What trade ? — A tiiilor. 

80M. For whom did you voto ? — Mr. O’Flahcrt-y 
and Dunkellin. 

8045. Did you get any money at Oliver’s ? — No. 

8046. From any one ?_No. 



F. McHn^o. 

8047. Did you see the strmige man gh’ing money — 
about in the street ? — Who is he ? 

8048. A man named Ilylaiid, did you sec him liero ? 

— No. • 

8049. Did you get any of that money ? — No. 

8050. Had you a vote before this ? — Never. 
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M. Sweeny. 



Martin vSiveeny recalled, and furtlier examined. 



13 Oct. 1857. 8051. {Chief Commissioner.) You winli to add 

sometliing to your former testimony ? — You were ris- 
ing here last evening, and I had not time to explain. 
I believe you were under the impression tliat I got 
this money from Mr. Carter, when Colonel French 
wa.s canvassing Iiere. It was long before Colonel 
French came at all to the town ; and Mr. Carter sent 
for me, and from the time Colonel French came hero 
I never went to Carter at all. 

8052. But he gave you 51. ? — 21. IO 5 . of which I 
gave to the other men. 



8053. And 21. 10s. you stopped ? — Yes ; the other 
21. IOj. I distributed in sums of 2s., Ss., os., and so on 
I did intend to vote for Lord Dunkellin ; but when 
r came in late in the daj', I was told that lie had 
betrayed Colonel French, and so I plumped for 
him. 



8054. (3fr. Commissioner Leahy.) What time was 
that ? — ^I was one of the last ; I was in the whole 
day ; hut as to a farthing of election money 1 never 
converted it to any purpose. 



M. Me Cormick. 



Martin McCoiiincK sivorn and examined. 



8055. {Chief Commissioner.) Are you a freeman ? 
— Yes. 

8056. What trade ? — Carpenter. 

8057. For whom did you vote ?— I voted for Lord 
Dunkellin and Colonel French. 

8058. Did you get any money from Mr. Semple ? — 
No. 

8059. From Mr. Carter ? — No. 



8060. From anyone ? — No. 

8061. Are j'-ou on Mr. Carter's list ?— I do not 
know whether I am or not. 

8062. Had you any talk witli him about it I had ■ 
lie said he would reward me for my time, if I voted for 
Lord Dunkellin. 

8063. Had you a vote at the election before this ? 
— No, I had no A-ote. 



James Copeley. 



James Copeley sworn and examined. 



8064. {Chief Commissioner.) Ai-e you a freeman ? 
— Yes. 

8065. What trade ? — Victualler. 

8066. For whom did you vote the last timel’ — Mr. 
O’Flaherty and Lord Dunkellin. 

8067. Did you receive any money at Oliver’s for a 
card of Dr. Browne's ? — Some four or five days after I 
voted. 

8068. How much ? — Two pounds. 

8069. Wlio told you to go there, and wiien did 
you hear about it ? — Some of the persons after I 
voted ; and I left my card with Mr. Kelly, iii the 
polling-room. 



8070. Did you go hack for the card ? — did, when 
•I heard of it. 

8071. You went for the card and you got it sealed 
by Dr. Browne ? — I did. 

8072. And yon did not: get any more money ; did 
you see the gentleman going about the streets, givin<' 
money ? — ^No, I did not. 

8073. Have you anything to say to Mr. Faliv ?— 
No : I never had any connexion with Mr. Faliy to'have 
any dealings with him. 

8074. Did you get an order ?— No, nor was not 
present at any order given by them. 



P. Francis. 



Patrick FmvNCis sworn and examined. 



8075. {Chief Com7nissl.oner.) Are you a freeman ? 
— Yes. 

8076. For whom did you vote ? — I voted for Lord 
Dunkellin and Colonel French. 

8077. Did you get any money from Mr. Semple or 
Mr. Carter ? — No. 

8078. From any one ? — No. 

8079. Did Mr. Carter ever sjieak to you about 
voting ? — He never siioke to me about voting. 

8080. Or being on his list ? — Or being on his list. 



8081. Had you a vote the time before this? I 

had. 

8082. For whom did you vote ? — Lord D unkellin 
and Mr. O’Flaherty. 

8083. Did you get any money ? — I got 41. 

8084. At a house in Nun’s Island ? — No, but in 
Mary-street. 

8085. Did you get it on a ticket through a hole in 
the door ? — Through a hole in the door. 



James Ryan. 



Jasies Hyan sworn and examined. 



8086. {Chief Commissio7ier.) Are you a freeman? 
— Yes. 

8087. What ti-ade ? — Cari)onter. 

8088. For whom did you vote ? — For Lord Dun- 
Icellin anil IMr. O’Flahcrty. 

8089. Did you get any money at 01i^•cr’s for a cai’d 
of Dr. Browne’s ? — I did. 

8090. How much ? — Two pounds. 

8091. When did you go to get it ? — After 1 voted. 

8092. Did they toll you when you were going to 

vote what you would get upon your card ? No. 



8093. Wlion did you first hear that the cai’d would 
get you the money ? — ^After voting I was going down 
flic sti-eet, and a man told me that got it, he showed 
me the ivay, and I went and got it sealed ; when I 
came out the man was ivaiting for me, and I asked 
what j. was to do with it ; he told me to go down 
to Olh'or’s. 

8094. Had you a vote the time before the last ? — I 
voted for Sir. 0’Fhtliertj% 

8095. Did you get any money then ?— No. 



Patrick Smith, 



Patrick Smith sworn and examined. 



8096. {Chief Com7nissio7ier.) Are you a freeman? 
Yes. 

8097. What trade ? — Nailei-. 

8098. For whom .did you vote ?— Colonel French. 



8099. Did you get anything at the last election ?— 
No, I did not. I voted for Colonel French, and I will 
again if I have a vote. 

8100. Had you a vote at the former election?— 
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I liad a vote iu 1852 ? it Avas afterfliateleetionlregis- 8102. W.as tlie other man a nailer ?— No, a hatter. Patrick Smith 

tered. c. • , t t •, , Leahy.') Did you not see 

8101. riiere were two Pat bmitlis oi Lombard- the list made out when Mr. Blake was up ?— Is it me 13 Oct 1857 
street? — There was another man, and he is dead. avJio said I did ? ' 



Patrick Callanax sworn and examined. 



8104. {Chief Commissioner^ Tou wish to give 
evidence with respect to a statement by Mr. Tierney ? 

He denied having offered the ship carpenters money, 

and he offered 35^. to five of ns. 

8105. Were you by ? — I was ; there were two men 
who said they would vote for Lord Dunkellin j there 
were eight or nine of us by, and them two was of that 
nunibei-, and he said he would give 35/. to the others 
providing they would vote for him ; I never axed for 
anything, and I can bring defiance to any man in court ; 
I would not accept it, and when he spoke of money, 
we walked out of the house and left him so. 

8106. Had you a vote the time before ? — No. 

8107. {Mr. Commissioner White.) Ai'e you a ship 
carpenter ? — I am. 

8108. Was there any talk about one of your body 
being out of register ? — He offered to give him as 
much as a man providing we would vote for him. 

8109. That is, though not upon the registry, he 

would give him ffie same sum if you all voted ? He 

did, indeed. 

8110. Was it one of the ship carpenters mentioned 
the subject first to Tierney ?— No, but himself. 

8111. {Mr. Commissioner Leahy.) How many of 
you were present ? — Four of us here, and one boy 
would not stop a moment when it was mentioned, but 
walked away. 

8112. Wliat day was that? — The day of the 
liustings. 



8122. {Chief Commissioner.) Are you a freeman? 
— Yes. 

8123. What trade? — Carpenter. 

8124. For whom did you vote? — Colonel French 
and Anthony O’Flalierty 



Patrick Conneely sworn and examined. 



8126. Did you get money from Oliver at any otlier 
place, money from anybody ?— No. 

8127. Did yon vote at the election before tlie last ’ 
—No; but I voted in 1847 for Anthony O’Flahei-ty. 

8128. Why did you not go lor the money when all 



010C i ,-,v . 1 /. , vvny clict you not go lor the money when all 

Dr Biwnet ? n! ''''' “ therest were going for it ?-iThey told me my voiewas 

J^iowne s — No. no good, because I voted for French and O’Flaherty. 



8113. Y'ou would not talk of money ?— No ; there 
were cards sent on different sides for O’Fhiherty and 
we would not vote that way. 

8114. {Mr. Commissioner White.) Did you send a 

list to Mr. Pat. Blake when he was here?— The ship 
earjienters? ^ 

8115. Yes? — We would have supported him at the 
time; we told him we would give him a promise of 
voting; but did we ever ask him for a promise of 
money or anything of tliat sort ? Mr. Butler can 
certify. 

8116. {Mr. Commissioner Leahy.) ~S\itt\i<iVQ-v,’QVQ 9. 

great many would have been very glad to have taken 

money before Colonel French was in the field? Many 

a man might. ^ 

8117. They were ready to take money before lie 

came .- — I do not know that. I cannot account for 
luiyhody but myself. I know there were a great 
number of men; they all said they would vote against 
ium manfully. ® 

8118. {Mr. Commissioner White.) Did Mr. Butler 
ask for a list, or did any of your body give him a 
list ? — ^He did ask for it. 

81 19. Who did he ask?— He asked the whole of us. 

8120. Were you all assembled together ? Yes; it 

was a holiday that was in it, and we were all idle; he 
wanted to know limv many voters we had among us. 

8121. And do you mean to say there was no talk 

about how much a head you would require from him ? 

No, indeed; bring Mr. Butler forwai-d, and if he can 
ever say we asked him, there is an end of it. 



P. Conneely. 



Patrick Haleoran sworn and examined. 

8129. {Chief Commissioner.) Are you a freeman? Yes. 

8130. Wliiit trade ? — Carjientei-. 

election ?— I did not vote at all. 
8132. Did you vote at the election before tlie last ? I did not. 



John Lee sworn and examined. 



8331. {Chief Commissioner.) Arc you a freeman ? 
—Yes. 



No. 



8138. Did you get anything at the last election ?— 



8134. What trade ? — ^Bootmalcer. otqo ht t • .i 

8135. For whom did you vote ?-ColoneI French. f!,!- ’—Not any sort. 

8136. Any one else ? — No. there any list of the bootmakers made 

8137. Had you a vote at the election before the ’ — I know nothing of them at 

last ? — No; I never had a vote. 



8141. {Chief Commissioner.) Ai-eyou a freeman? 
— X es. 

8142. What trade ? — Shoemaker. 

8143. For whom did you vote ? — Mr. O’FIahei’ty, 

8144. Did you get any money at Oliver’s ? — No. 



J oiiN Mahon sworn and examined. 

i'rom Mr. John Wright, and did not ask for that 
myself, but my woman received it. 

8146. Had you a vote the election before the last ? 
— No. 

8147. {Mr. Commissioner Leahy ^ Your wife ought 
not to be taking money in that way ? — Oh, it was for 
a cup of tea ; he was so kind and condescending that 



8145. Ajiywhere? — With the exception of a sliilling he gave it^fo'her 



A a 3 
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P. Malloncy. 
13 Oct. 1857. 



Patrick MALtONsr sworn and examined. 



8148. {Chief Commissioner.) Are you a freeman? 
— Yes. 

8149. What trade ? — Turner and fitter. 

8150. For whom did you vote ? — I gave a plumper 
for Colonel French. 

8151. Did you get any money, goods, or treating ? 
— Nothing of the kind. 

8152. Had you a vote the time before the last 
election ? — had. 



8153. For whom did you vote in lS52?_Jir 
Martin Joseph, Blake and Mr. O’Flaherty. 

8154. Did you get any order for goods or anything 

of that kind at that election ? No. ' ^ 

8155. {Mr. Commissio7ier Leahy.) Had the turners 
any list made out before Colonel French came ?— 
There ai-e no turners but one or tvt’o in the town. 



John Gannon. 



John 6-annon sworn and examined. 



8156. {Chief Commissioner.) Ai-e you a ratepayer ? 
— Yes. 

8157. Did you lay out any money at the last 
election ? — No ; I gave some flour and other things in 
1852. 

8158. Were orders given on you for drink ? — There 
was an order given. 



8159. Was that order one of Clare’s ? I think to 

the amount of 20?. I did ; I supplied drink. 

8160. You gave that to the different persons who 
came in ; had you a general order to give an unlimited 
amount ? — No ; I got an order for a certain amount. 

8161. Was it for voters principally ? — It was. 

8162. {Mr. Commissioner Leahy.) Wlio paid the 
order ? — ^Mr. Murphy, the attorney. 



P. Hegarly. 



Patrick Hegartt sworn and examined. 



8163. {Chief Commissioner.) Are you a freeman? 
— Yes. 

8164. What trade ? — Tin-plate worker. 

8165. For whom did you vote? — ^Mr. O’Flaherfy 
and Lord Diinkcllin. 

8166. Did you get money at Oliver’s for a card of 
Dr. BroM'ne’s ? — ^No. 

8167. Did you get any money from Oliver ? — Not 
any. 

8168. Do you know a man named Eutledge ; did 
you get anything from him ?— No. 



8169. Had you any dealing with him about the 
election ? — ^No. 

8170. Had you a vote the election before the last’ 
—No. 

8171. {Mr. Commissioner Leahy.) Did you see a 
strange man going about with money, along with 
Dr. Browne, at the last election ? — No. 

8172. Did you get anything from him ? — I never 
spoke to Dr. Browne since he came to G-alway, or 
befoi-e it. 



W. Sullivan. 



William Sullivan sworn and examined. 



8173. {Chief Commissioner.) Are you a freeman ? 
—Yes. 

8174. What trade ? — Shoemaker. 

8175. For whom did you vote ? — Colonel French. 

8176. Anybody else? — No. 

8177. Did you get any money ? — No, nothing ; 
never got anything. 



8178. In 1852 had you a vote ? — ^I had ; from 
1832, up. 

8179. Who did you vote for then ? — Blake and 
O’Flaherty. 

8180. Did you get any orders from Clare ? — ^No. 

8181. Did you lay out any money of your own ? — 
No ; neither got nor gave. 



William Power. 



William Power sworn and examined. 



8182. {Chief Commissioner.) Ai'e you a freeman ? 
—I am. 

8183. What trade ? — Tailor. 

8184. For whom did you vote ? — O'Flaherty and 
Lord Dunkellin. 

8185. Did you get any money at Oliver’s, on a card 
of Dr. Browne’s ? — You will paa-don me accounting 
for myself ; I was interested for Mr. O’Flaherty, for 
his first election, in 1847 ; I had a shop' then for hew 
and old clothes. 

8186. Did you get any money at Oliver’.s, for a 
card of Dr. Browne’s ? — No ; not from a cai'd of 
Dr. Browne’s. 

8187. Did you get any money from Oliver’s ? — 
But not for my vote ; I deny that. 

8188. How much did you get ? — One shilling ; 
.sixpence another day ; sixpence another day;, ,10s. ,on 
th« sight the election was over, and 1?. 5s. after ; 
altogether I made up 21. ; it was last week I got Ss. 
of that money. 

8189. But altogether it seems that it did come up 



to 2?.? — Yes. Oliver swore here that he gave me 2?., 
so I made him stand to his bargain. 

8190. You went and got it ? — ^I did. 

8191. You say that was not for your vote ? — I say 
I never took a cup of tea for my vote. 

8192. What was it for? — Just merely for my own 
free will. 

8193. What was it made Oliver give you the 
money except for your vote ? — Wliy it was to give 
me a little of an old debt ; it was Monaliau owed me 
the money, and not O’Flaherty. 

8194. And you thougiit yon had a right to get that 
from Oliver ? — I tell you it was not for my vote. 

8195. And what did he give it to you for ? — It was 
a little portion of an old debt. 

8196. It was given to you for another vote? — 
No ; for my services. 

8197. Had you a vote the time Mr. Biake and 
Mr. O’Flakerty wei-e returned? — 1 can swear honestly 
I never took a cup of tea or a bit of bread for my 
vote. 



XJ. Walsh, Ulick Walsh swoni and examined. i 

8198. {Chief Commissioner.) Ai'e you a freeman ? 8200. Did you either receive or lay out any money 

—Yes. at the last election ?— I had nothing at all to do with 

8199. For whom did you vote? — I voted for' the last election. 

O’Flalicrty and Lord Dunkellin. 
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8201. Well, ir 






kellin and Mr. O’FIalicrty 

8202. Did you lay out any money or did you "et 
any money ? — I did not lay out any. 

8203. Did you get any ? — I did. 

8204. IIo-w much ? — Mr. Blake gave me IZ. to 
bring four or five invalid tenants on a cai-: I brono-ht 



« . 1 . 5 <vY<.. uiuai ueu, oeaaing, 

ments ; and after the election I got 21. ti-om Mr Power 

I was the, last time canvassing with Loi-d Clanricarde 
and had cars with him all through the winter 1 
never got a shilling in my life before. 

8205. Are you a tenant of Lord Clanricarde’s ?— 



8206. (Chief Commissioner.) Were yon present 
the day Mr. Tierney was speaking to the carpenters ? 
— I was. 

8207. Wliat passed that day ?— I heard him say 
he would make seven as good as five, if the five polled 
for him; that is, that he would give 35^. at the rate of 
51. a man, and maicing the two men that had no votes 
equal to the five, if they polled for him. 

8208. Had any of you suggested that those who 
had 110 votes should get money as well as those who 
had; did you hear of them saying that in your trade ^ 
—We had no dealings with any other trade. 

8209. Did you hear either of those men that had 

no votes saying tliat such was tlie case? Ho 

because one of the men that had no votes thought his 
name was on the registry and it was not. 

8210. (Mr. Commissioner Leah?/.) Had you not all 
met for the jmrpose of bargaining ?— If he says we 
met to bargain for votes, let him come forward and 
prove us to be liiu's. 

8211. Did you make anyiuquhy about this money ? 
—it he gave a bill for any sum of money he should 
have it ; he gave us to understand so. 

8212. How many of you were there ? There 

was three brothers of us that gave plumpers to Colonel 
Freneli ; there was three others that split for Lord 
Dunkellm and Colonel French ; there was seven 
entirely, but two were divided from us. 

8213. Were tiiere any body but yourselves in the 

room . ~ Is one but the seven, and the tiiino- lie 
asked me to go to him that night, and when I did 
not, on the next morning he told me I was a scoundrel, 
and not to fail to go to him. ’ 

8214. Wliy did yon go to meet togetlet tit 
Iioniey s ? — We often -went together. 

1 , Tjerney’s tiie meeting-room for the 

Shipwrights?— Ho; only we were together that day. 

8216. Wliy (lid you all meet Mm ?— We only went 
to take a drop ot drink. ^ 

- «hut?_ It was. Tierney 

^ I'cgistry; ” said he, “ I have it 

SOI n if takes it.” 

rJ- not on the 

registry i -— 1 did not hear the word expressed; I heard 
t' 1? ^^Sistry; he did not say 

^ slfio wJf ’ ^‘orney said lie was not. 

7 , ■ , not ?— Tierney said he 

would make him as good, if he was not on the reMster 
as It he was. ° ’ 

8220. And you would not take the 35^.?— Ho. 



Michael Callanan sworn and examined. 



8221. How much more did you ask for ?— We did 
not ask any sum of Colonel French, Mr. O’Flahertv 
or anybody else in the town 

IT TIT® ” 'because Mr. Pat. Blake 
Mr. Morns Butler, and Thomas Haughten told us to 
nieet^at a certain place, and to know how many men 

ilm. 

m °"t a list for Mr. Blake ? 

—We told him how many votes we had that was to 
stand by him. 

idp?^5 tlie slightest 

Idea of getting anytiimg at all ?— On my oath we 
never axed it. ^ 

thS i‘’ea?_OnmyoathImav 

tiiink It, and perhaps I may be wrong; but it was no“t 
to get one fraction tliat we were getting up the list. 

8227. Do you mean to say upon your oatli that 
when you were getting up that list for Mr. Pat. 
Blake, before you bad any notion that Colonel Frendi 
would come at_^all, that you liad no notion of getting 

any consideration, compensation for time, or any thins ? 

—Of course If I thouglit it would be offered I would 
take it as well a.s any man. 

fk i«oney was going, you 

thought you ought to get it as well as the others ?— Of 
course I would be as ivell entitled as any, but fjien I 
never asked. r 

8229. Did you ever hearofamangmiigaknowing 

look when he wanted money ? would not Tierney Iciiow 
as well by your look as if you liad asked him ?— I 
could get it without being willing at al). 

promised 

Colonel Irench that there would be no bribe ?— I 
think I could have got tlie money tliat day if I 
took it. •' 

8231. Did you sign a requisition to Colonel French ? 
—IS 0 , on luy oath I do not think I signed for him T 
do not know what any othef man did. I did not 
sign. 

8232. (Chief Co}nmissio7ier.) Is Tierney’s a house 
of resort for the shipwrights ?-Hc is a shipwright 
himself, and we leave him the preference for money? 

8233. (Mr. Commissio7ier Leahj.) When that pro- 
position was made, was there anybody in tlic room 
with your iiarty and Mr. Tierney ?— There might be ; 

I do not recollect. ” 



U. Wahh. 
13 Oct. 185”. 



M. Calhnan. 



f "'ll™ yon 
election ?_Mr. Anthony OTfaherty. 
S' ly otit any money ?-I got none, 

night say I 



Michael Walsh sworn and examined. 

8237. At the election before the la.st for vdioiii did 
and Lord Dunkellin. 

238. Did VOU rrp.t nnv *1 0 r .._n .. . 



COQO TVJ “‘V ^ ‘ ami ,i,om iJuiiKelJm, 

fiOQo f none. 

Sly ?— None. 

8240. Did you get any orders ?— No 



Sioai //yi • 2 . Andrew OTlaherty sworn and examined, 

-Yes Arc you a freeman 



8242. Wliat trade ?_Shipwi-iglit. 

8243. For whom did you vote ?— Colonel French. 
, 8244. Anyone else ?-Ho one else. 



8245. Were you at the conversation with Tierney ? 
—1 knew nothing about it ; but the men told me. 
Ihey told me they were offered 51. each; I knew 
nothing about it. 

8246. Did you vote at the election before the last ? 
—Ho, I had no vote. 



A. O’Fhherli/. 
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! Mr. 

T. McGcveren 

13 Oct. 1857. 



P. Greany. 



C. Richardson. 



Mr. 

M. Morris. 



Mr. Tiiom.is McGoveken recalled, and further examined. 

8247. {Mr, Commissioner White.) I wiali to ask for s])lit votes with Lord Duntellin ? — I never heard 

■whether you or otlier persons acting for Colonel anything about it. 

French were aware that Mr. Semple wsw paying 30s. 



Patkick Geeany recalled, and further examined. 



8248. {Mr. Commissio7ier White.) In the same way 
I wish to ask you if y<jii knew anything about it ? — I 
did not know tliat Semple had anytliing at all to .say 
to the election. If I had the evidence I would have 
petitioned against Lord Dunkellin too. 

8249. You gave the split votes quite gratuitously 
to Lord Dunkellin ? — In fact I was as much opposed to 
Lord Dunkellin as I was to Mr. O’Flaherty. 



CnAELES PlCnAEDSON 

8252. {Chief Commissioner.) Are you a freeman ? 
—Yes, I am. 

8253. What trade ? — A printer. 

8254. For whom did you vote at the last election ? 
— Mr. O’Flaherty and Lord Dunkellin. 



8250. You heard a man named Sweeny state that 
he voted contrary to his promise, because he heard 
that Lord Dunkellin was playing false to Colonel 
French ; do you believe at any time during the day 
of polling that he was playing false ? — Oh, clearly. 

8251. It was not from any pre-ari-angement to effect 
a return ? — He declared on his honour that he would 
not coalesce with any person. 



vorn and examined. 

8255. Did you either receive yourself, or lay out 
on any other person, any money? — I received nothing 
at all at that election. 

8256. Had you a vote at the election before ? ^No, 

I had not. 



Mr. Michael Morris recalled, and further examined. 



8257. ( Chief Com7nissio7ier.) You wish to add some- 
thing to your evidence ? — I •v'ish, to prevent any in- 
accuracy which may have occurred in any other 
return, to hand in the statistics of the population. 
{The witness handedin apaper, of whichthefoHotoing 
is a copy 

Population of County of the Town of Galway. 

1841. 





Area in Acres. 


Population. 


Town 

Eural 


628 

■ 23,504 - 


- 17,275 

- 15,236 




Total - 24,132 


32,511 


Town 

Kiiral 


1851. 


23,787 
- 10,359 




Total 


- 34,146 



8258. (H/r. Commissioner White.) Do you wish to 
state anything else ? — Mr. Comins gave a statistical 
return by 'which he drew a comparison between the 
rural ratepayers and the town ratei)ayers. I do not 
iin])ugn the accuracy of his figures, but I impugn flie 
deductions which he made and which he 'wxiuld lead the 
Commissioners to take from these figures ; it is, that 
those wouhl he re!ati\’ely the number of registered 
voters, which, in my opinion, they would not ; and I 
j)rovo that by the fact that, for the last two years, as 
yon are aware, the process of registering has been 
self-acting, in which tlie parties are not supposed to 
he active at all; hut they appear in such proportions as 
they do on tliat rate hook, and tlie reason is obvious : 
in tiie country, every man who is rated for a tenement is 
in i)ossession and occupying a tenement, for there is no 
sucli thing as unoccu))ied land ; in the town, particu- 
larly ill such a large town as this, a great number of 
the tenements wliich Mr. Comins has given you in his 
return are unoccupied, and tliis is one reason why tlio 
proportion would not he so great as he makes it, 
regarding the voter.s. 

8259. {Mr. Commissioner Leahy.) As regards tlie 
ton’ll, iiut not as to the country ? — Almost every mau' 
who has a tenement in the country represents it, hut 
in the town tliat is not so ; such would be tlie coii- 
chision T would arrive at, priori, and that is 
boriiG out by the fact which appears I'rom the 
registry. 



8260. That has nothing to do with his calculation ; 
ho merely gave us what appeared in the books ? — I 
am not impugning the accuracy of Mi-. Comins’ 
return, but I saw it calculated upon it, that there 
would probably be three to one town ratepayers 
against rural voters. 

8261. {Mr. Co77imissioner PfLiite.) Tiie necessity 
for occupation as to the right, of voting exists as muck 
ill the rural districts a.s in the town ? — The necessity 
exists in both, hut the lands are necessarily more 
generally occupied. The difference is not so great on 
die registry for the last two years. But I think tliat 
whereas Mr. Comins’ statement gives three to one for 
the town as against the country, I say that the pro- 
portion is |ths towu voters, against §tlis peasant 
voters, by which I mean county frieze-coated voters. 
I say .§-tlis of the two registries in existence for the last 
year are frieze-coated countrymen, while die rated 
occupiers ai-e of every sort and description. 

8262. Exclusive of freemen? — Of course I say 
exclusive of freemen. It was stated, and it would 
appear oil the evidence, both of Mr. O’Flaherty and of 
Mr. Blake, — they being thoroughly under tliat impres- 
sion, — that at the general election of 1847, whiclilias 
been much inquired into here, Mr. Monahan was aliout 
standing, and that lie came as far as Atlilone to .stand. 
Now, I kiioM', as a matter of fact, that for a month 
or si.x weeks before that election he had no idea of 
standing or looking for the seat, and never came one 
perch of tlie way eitiier to Galway or Atlilone. 

{Mr. Martin Joseph Blake.) I only stated that 
I heal’d it. 

{Mr. MoT7'is.) I so stated to his supporters here ; 
hut 1 admit a great many tliougiit it was only jire- 
tending ; that it was only a ruse ; Iiut the fact proved 
that I always tell the truth. 

{Mr. Martin Joseph Blake.) Mr. Monahan was 
my colleague for a very short period before the general 
election in 1847, and X thought he would intimate to 
me whether he was going to stand or not ; and so far 
from telling me that he would not stand, I had a 
letter from him very recently indeed Iiefore the elec- 
tion, saying that he thought he would not stand, but 
he reserved to himself entirely to the end wJietlier 
he would stand or not. I received it at the last 
niomeut, and I have such a letter in my possession. 

{Mr. Morris.) ' That does not contradict my state- 
ment. • 
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{Mr. M. J. Biahe.) When I gave that evidence 
I swore it from my recollection of the facts j and I 
said I would look tlirougli ray letters and perhaps that 
would refresh my memory. I did look through my 
letters, and I found one from Mr. Monahan which 
completely corroborated my statement, that I did not 



know up to the last moment that he was not going to 
stand. 

{3Ir Morris.) I did not state that Mr. Blake knew 
it, but I knew it ; I was a friend of his, and I knew 
it. Mr. Blake was not a friend of his and very 
possibly did not know it. 



Mr. 

M. Morris. 
13 Oct. 1857. 



John OTlaherty sworn and examined. 



8263. {Chief Commissioner.) Are you a ratepayer ? 

—No. 

8264. A freeman ? — ^Yes. 

8265. Wliat trade ? — Shoemaker. 

8266. Did you receive yourself or to lay out on any- 
body else money at the last election ? — No, indeed I 
did not. I could not vote at all. I am a letter carrier. 

8267. Did you vote in 1852 ?~I did for Lord 
Dunkellin and Mr. O’Flaherty. 

8268. Did you get money for yourself or anybody 
else ? — I could not get it ; it was drawn in my name 
before that. 



8269. Who got it ? — A namesake of my own. 

8270. And you lost it in that way ? — I did. 

8271. And the man had been there, and when you 
went you found it was given ? — When I went the man 
was coming out against me. 

8272. Had he a vote at all ? — I believe he had ; he 
did not vote ; he was off; he was a freeman, but he 
was not registered. 

8273. How did he get the money without a ticket ? 
— He answered to the name when it was called. 



J. O^Flaheriy. 



James Rochfort sworn and examined. 



8274. {Chief Commissioner.) Are you a freeman ? 
— Yes. 

8275. What trade ? — Shoemaker. 

8276. For whom did you vote? — I voted for 
Colonel French and Lord Dunkellin. 

8277. Did you get any money at the last election ? 

—No. 

8278. Did Semple or Mr. Carter speak to you ? 

No. 

8279. Did not Mr. Carter ? — On my oath, no ; or 
me to him. 

8280. Who told you to vote for Lord Dunkellin ; or 
why did you do so ? — I was always of opinion that he 
Avould be as good a member as any other. 

8281. Had you a vote the time before ? — I had. I 
voted for Lord Dunkellin and Mr. O’Flaherty. 

8282. Did you get money that time at Mary-street 
or at the Nun’s Island ? — About three weeks after the 
election, Nicholas M‘Dermott sent for me and gave 
me H., at his house. A man named Finerty gave me 
2s. Qd., and another man also gave me 2s. 6d. And 
they took the liberty of putting my name upon the 
list. Pat McDermott also gave me Is. 



8283. Was Nicholas McDermott of the same trade 
as yourself ? — ^No ; he is a miller. 

8284. Why did he give it to you ? — We were 
always neighbours, and lived near one another. 

8285. Was he canvassing you ? — No, indeed ; I 
would not be canvassed by any man. I would go 
whatsoever way I considered fit and proper. 

8286. Did he come to you ? — No j he sent a mes- 
senger to me to the corner of the barrack, and gave 
me 1/. 

8287. Was that for Lord Dunkellin’s side ? — That 
is more than I can tell you ; I did not see him get 
the money. I did not see where it came from. 

8288. Is McDermott the gentleman now in Aus- 
tralia ? — Yes ; that is Nicholas. Pat McDermott 
gave me the Is. at 12 o’clock at night. 

8289. Was that as a kind of earnest money. ? — He 
said the election was over, and he considered Lord 
Dunkellin would not be returned. 

8290. Although he was acting' for him ? — Although 
he ■was one of his transacting agents. 



Roehfort. 



Adjourned till To-morrow, at Eleven o’clock. 



ELEVENTH DAY. 

Wednesda/y, October \Wi, 1857. 

John Carroll sworn and examined. 



8291. {Chief Commissioner.) You received some 
money at the last election to lay out — how much Avas 
i* ? — I did not ; but I laid out money. 

8292. You laid it out yourself? — ^Yes. 

8293. Well, how much did it amount to ? Mr. 

McGoveren had an account for about 61. 17s. lOrf. 

8294. What did you do with that Ql. 17s. lOrf. ? 

I gave it out in the way of refreshment. I gave the 
most of it in the way of refreshments, in fact, before 
the election. 

^95. What did you do with the remainder of it ? 
--The remainder was given out in flour and meal out 
of the shop. 

8296. To freemen ? — Some were freemen and some 
were not. 

8297. And when you were giving that out did you 
keep a shop ?— I kept a bakery establishment. 

8298. And out of your OAvn shop you gave the 
balance to freemen and others ?— Yes. 



8299. Was that on the day of the polling ? — No, 
the day before the polling. 

8300. Had you any more moJiey than tliat 
61. 17«. lOrf. in your hands ? — I had, but that is all 
I gave out. 

8301. Had you any more to lay out ? who gave you 
the rest ? — No person. 

8302. You spent your own money, you mean ? did 
you lay out that 6L 17s. lOrf. from yourself ? — Yes. 

8303. Did you get any money not actually your 
own to lay out ? — Not a farthing. 

8304. {Mr. Commissioner Leahy.) Were you on the 
committee of Colonel French ? — I Avas. 

8305. You knew everything that Avas going on ?— 

Well, I did not. I am not sure that I did. 

8306. Did you know during the day of the polling 
that those voters who wore splitting for Lord Dun- 
kellin and Colonel French, were to get any money 
from Lord Dunkellin ? — No j I heard tliey were to 
get money, but not what they were to get 

Bb 



J, Carrolt. 
14 OcC. 1857. 
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J. Carroll. 8307. Wliat time in tlie day did you first hear that ? 

14 Oct 1857 — ^ lieiu-d the day before tlie polling and the day of 
' the polling. 

8308. That the men '\t1io gave the split votes to 
Lord Dunkeilin were to get something ? — Yes. 

8309. Did you hear any other persons upon the 
committee talking of it — was it talked of upon the 
committee ? — No, I am not aware ; I did not hear it 
in Colonel French’s committee rooms. I heard it 
outside in the street. 

8310. And you were one of the committee ?— I 
was. 

8311. Ton heard they got 30s. a piece? — did 
not : but I heard they were to get money. 

8312. You lieard since that they got 30s. a piece ? 
—I heard some of them did get 30s. 

8313. You know generally speaking that the others 
got 30s. ? — Yes, I heard they stated 30s. ; them tlrat 
did get it, I heard stated 30s. 

8314. You heard also that Mr. O’Flaherty’s men 
were getting 21. ? — I did. 

8315. Had you heard any other member of Colonel 
French’s committee saying anything about 10s. having 
to be given in any way to make up the difference of 
21. to those men that only got 30s. for their votes ? — 
No, I did not. 

' 8316. Did you hear any complaint.? on the part of 

those men who got but 30s., as to their being badly 
treated in not getting as much as Mr. O’Flaherty’s 
men ? — ^No, I did not. 



8317. You heard nothing about the 21. being made 
good to them ? — ^No, I did not. 

8318. You heard Colonel French say that he would 
not bribe, or have anything to do with bribery, how 
was it when you heard that the voters were getting 
this money that you did not happen to mention it ^ 
his committee ? — No, it did not trouble me whether 
they got money or whether they did not. 

8319. Do you think any other member of the com- 
mittee knew of their having got money ? — I cannot 
say whether they did or not. 

8320. Do you mean to say you were during the 
whole day with the committee ? — I was not in it • I 
was not there more than-ence tlie whole day. 

•8321. You were moving about amongst the friends 
of Colonel French outside ? — I was in tlie court-hous^ 
taking up the voters, and in the booth-rooms. 

8322. {Mr. Commissioner White.') Who was the 
chairman of Colonel French’s committee ? — I cannot 
say who was the principal man on it. 

{Mr. McGoveren.) Colonel French had no com- 
mittee, only a few friends acting for him ; they may 
call it a committee if they like. 

8323. {Mr. Commissioner White.) Of course you 
heard after the election that Semple was paying the 
voters ?— I heard it afterwards but not before. I did 
not know at the time of the election of any arrange- 
ment on the paid of Lord Dunkeilin to pay voters. 



John Campbell sworn and examined. 



J.Omfba. 

8324. {Chief Commissioner.) Are you a freeman? 
~-Yes. 

8325. What trade ? — Rope-maker. 

$326. For whom did you vote ? — Colonel French 
and Lord Dunkeilin. 

8327. Did you getany money ? — I voted in 1852, in 
1842, and in 1847, and I would take no money ; I 
would scorn to take anything in the way of money for 
my vote. 



8328. {Mr. Commissioner Leahy.) Although yon 
yourself would not take money, you knew that a 
great many would have been glad to get somethiug 
this time ? — Cf course, tliere may have been many. 

8329. But do you not know that a great many 
were very anxious at the last election to get money ? 
—I did not know. I never sat on their committees. 
I only just voted. 

8330. Have you any doubt that such was the case ? 
—I have no doubt, to be sure. 



Mf. Mr. Thomas Higgins recalled, and further examined. 

8331. {Ci^f Commissioner.) When you were sent right for me to mention, as to the communication I 
liw to Taam, to conduct the election for Mr. M. J. re<^eived from Mr. Pierce Joyce, the gentleman who 
BIjke in 1852, were you directed to put yourself in was acting for Mr. Martin Joseph Blake, that I 
commiuiicmdon with Mr. Murphy ? — I was ; it is looked for that letter but I could not find it. 



JL Gr^hk. 



Bogeb Griffin sworn and examined. 



8332. ( Ctaef Commissioner.) Are you a freeman ? 
— Yes. 

8333. What trade ? — Tobacco spinner. 

8334. For whom did yon vote at the last election ? 
— ^For (yFlaberty and Colooel French. 

8335. Did jtta get any money ? — 

8336. Treatii^ ? any drink or eating ? — Tea ; I 
got a Ihtle drink. 



8337. Had you a vote at the election before the 
last ? — I had. 

8338. For whom did you vote ? — C’Flaherty and 
Blake. 

8339. Did you get an order for goods from Clare 
or any other person on the part of Mr. Martin Joseph 
Blake ?— No. 

8340. Cr anyone ? — ^No. 



Denis Gktpfih sworn and examined. 



8®41. {Chief Commssiomr.) Are you a freeman? 
—Tea. 

8^1^ What trade ? — wheelwright, 

Fov whom did you vote at the last election ? 
iMv', C/Flaheny ai>d ^rd Dunkeilin. 

884S4.. Dad you receive either for yourself or to lay 
QUO ivpow aaiy other person, any money ? — I did ; 

^ypliahevty came to my bouse and banded me 61, 

(kv 

SS4.y.- Mr, f/Flahcrty ?— Mr. Bernard OTlaherty; 
S did not it of him. 



8346. Was it for yourself to lay out ? — To lay out 
on shop goods and in the public-house. 

8347. And this 5/. was for you to give to persons 
in the interest of Mr. O’Flalierty and Lord Dunkeilin,? 
— Not for Lord DunkeUin, but Mr. O’Flaherty 
only. 

8848. And did you dojio ? — did ; I laid out about 
3/. 9s. 6d. of it, 

8349. What became of the remainder ? — The 
balance remained in my hands, then I called on Mr. 
Bernard O’Flaherty and told him I had a balance' to 



I 
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hand him, and he would not entertain it ; that was in 
alwut two or tliree weeks after tlie election ; I "ot 
unwell at the close of the election, and I had no 
opportunity of seeing liim. 

8350. Had you a vote the time before the last ? 

I had. 

8351. For whom did you vote? — Mr. O’Flaherty 
and Lord Dunkellin. 

8352. Did you on that occasion get any money to 
lay out ? or were there any orders upon you for 
whiskey ? — I had not a public house then. 

8353. {Mt. Commissioner Leahy.') Was there an 
account of any amount given in treating t)esides that 
3/. 9«. ? — No account. I received some money for 
order.s on Lord Dunkellin’s side ; I honoured the 
orders that were sent to me by Mr. Rush for Lord 
Dunkellin. 

8354. Do you recollect what the amount of all 
these orders came to ? — I think I got in or about 
3/. 10s. of Lord Dunkellin’s money ; that is for drink 
given in the shop to his voters. 



8355. "i ou gave no drink out of your shop which 

you entered in account for Mr. O’FIaherty '< I did ; 

^ entered it for the account of Mr. O’Flalierty. 

8356. Well, how was that ? the amount of the 
drink was 8f. 9#. 6</., why did you not apply tlte 
balance of the 5L to pay for that ?— lliat was Mr. 
O’Flaherty’s account. 

8.357. You had a separate account for Lord Dun- 
keliin '{ — Oh, they paid me according a.s they were 
getting the drink ; the persons giving the orders I 
knew, r kept an account for Mr. Rush of Longhrea, 
for Lord' Dunkellin’s tenantry, and the orders that 
came in from him ; and J went to him immediately at 
the close of the election and he paid me. 

8358. The whole of I^rd Dankellin’a sccoont was 
SI. odd ? — Yes. 

8359. How much was the other ? 31, 9/. fSd. I 

expended of Mr. O’Flaherty’s money. 

8360. And how mnch was the account with 3Ir 
Rush besides ?— 3/. 10s. or Si. 15#., I canoot lay 
which. 



jO. Gri^. 
14 Oct. 1857. 



Mr. Ambeo.se Rush sworn and examined. 



8361. {Chief Commissioner.) Do you know a man 
named Barry Finegan ? had you anything to say to 
him during the election ? did you solicit his vote and 
offer him money ?— Never. 

8362. Or give him money ?— No. 



8363. Merely asked him to vote for Lord Dnnkellin ? 
—No. 

8364. Were you at all an agent or person employed 
to pay money for him ? — ^No, never at any election. 



Mr. A, RaA 



Pateick Kelly sworn and examined. 



8365. {Chief Commissioner.) Are you a freeman? 
— Yes. 

8366. What trade ? — Tailor. 

8367. For whom did you vote at the last election ? 
— Colonel French and Lord DunkeDin. 



8368. Did you get any monCT at the last election 
— ^No. 

8369. G-oods or orders on a shop ?_ Ko, I «^{ 
nothing in a shop, neither money nor anyth ing. 

83 <0. Had you a vote at the electioa before the 
last ? — No, this last turn I bad not. 



P. Kelly. 



J OHN Dillon sworn and examined. 



8371. {Chief Commissioner.) Are you a freeman? 
— Yes. 

8372. Wliat trade ? — A tailor. 

8373. For whom did you vote at the last election ? 
—For Mr. O’Flaherty and Lord Dunkellin. 

8374. Did you receive any money at Oliver’s ? 

I did. 

8375. On a card of Dr. Browne’s ?— No. 

8376. Was it from Oliver himself ? was. 

8377. How much ? — 21. 

8378. Was it on the day of polling or after the 
election ? — I got part of it before the election, some 
after. 

8379. You got altogether 21. ? — Yes. 

8380. Had you a vote at the election before the 
last ? — I did. 



8381. For whom did you vote-?— Jlr. OTMism- 
and Mr. Martin Jotseph Blake. 

8382. Did yon get an wrder fee gooiii. a* nliuitt 
election on any shopkeeper, or BKmey ?— I HejuiUl 
an order was got tW me, but I did net fcacpwr!. 

8383. Was it by your tantly ?_By a mmw «ff 
mine. 

8384. He went in your name and gw 5s J— Tssa 

8385. And it never came to yon, nor £d ywa gee 
the proceeds ? — But afterwards he satt me 

it ; he got I/, worth of an order. 

8386. And he sent you that by way of waapenea.- 
tion ? — Yes j at the same time it was doe to me W 
liim for work, and more. 



.ILSHUlnti. 



8387. {Chief Commissioner.) Are you a freeman ^ 
— Yes. 

8388. What trade ? — Carpenter by trade. 

8389. For whom did you vote at the last election ? 
— I voted for Colonel French and Lord Dunkellin. 

83W. Did you get any money from Mr. Semple, 
Mr. Carter, or any person ? — I did ; I got two Iialf- 
crowns from Mr. Semple, but none from Mr. Carter. 

8391. Did you apply to Oliver for money also ?— 
Yes, I did. 

8392. Was that before you voted, or after ? Before 

i voted. 

8393. Before you voted you were applying to 
Oliver for money ?— Yes. 

8394. And did lie say you would not get it ?— 
He gave me to the amount of 13#. or 14#. 



Pateick Wabd sworn and examined. 



839^ Mr. Semple gave you 5#. and you voted fee 

Lord Dunkellin and Colonel French ? If mr man 

came into the field at first 

83^. Who is your man ?— .\ gentleman who 1 
thought to give my vote to. 

8397. Who was that ?_Il is Lori DunkeUit, ami 
Colonel i rench. 

8398. By the time you were with Oliver, did vou 

not think ho was in the field ? No. 

8399. {Mr. Commissio/ier Leahy.) And of course 

you gave back the money ?— No, but I was incliued 
to give It back 5 I Orauk the money ; there is nothin"- 
like the truth. ® 

8400. ( Chief Co?Hmissioner.) At the election before 

the last had you a vote ? I had. 

Bb2 
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P. Ward. 
;i4 Oct. 1857. 



8401. For wliom did you vote that time ? — I voted 
for Mr. Blake and Mr. Anthony O’Flaherty. 

8402. Did you get an order that time for goods 
from Mr. Clare, or any of the agents ? — No. 

8403. Did you get anything that time? — Not 
anything. 

8404. {Mr. Commissioner Leahy ^ Yougotnotliing 
in 1852 at the time you voted for Mr. Blake ? — ^No. 

8405. Do you recollect all the persons that got 
orders that time ? and you got nothing ? — I do not 
know, but I might get a drink in a straying way. 

8406. But did you not look for it, Avhen ^1 the 
other men were looking for it ? — I was working at 



the Castle of Menloe, and I had no time to look 
about at that time ; I was working for Sir Thomas 
Blake. 

8407. Were you one of the gentlemen that were 
ready to vote for Mr. Pat Blake, before your o-\vn 
man came ? — I never thought of Mr. Pat. Blake I 
alivays thought of Colonel Fi-ench, and still and for 
all that, it is for tlie town I always voted, and I wish 
to vote for a good member j I understand the Gentle- 
men I voted for were two good members for the 
town, and I had a wish, so I divided for them 
equally so. 



E. Lee. 



Edward Lee sworn and examined. 



8408. {Chief Commissioner.) Are you a freeman ? 

8409. What trade ? — Shoemaker. 

8410. For whom did you vote at the last election ? 
—I voted for Mr. O’Flaherty and Lord Dunkellin. 

8411. Did you get money at Oliver’s ? — No. 

8412. Did you get money from anyone ? — I got 5s. 
from one man. 

8413. Who is that? — That is Mr. Myles Ward. 
He liacl an occasion to come in to see me, and he 
seen my three children sick and in a delicate state 
of health, and he gave 5s. to contribute to tlieir 
support. 

8414. And why did yoi} get no more than 5s. ? — 
That is all. 

8415. Did you get any money from any other 
person ? — There was a doctor came in on another 
occasion to see the childi-en, and gave 6s. more 

8416. Is that Dr. Browne ? — No, Dr. Broughall. 
In the course of the day after the election I met 
an old friend of mine, and he gave me 2s. Qd. 

8417. Did you see a strange gentleman that was 
with Dr. Browne, giving money about through the 
streets, to voters ? — No, I did not. 

8418. Did you see anybody doing that ? — No. 

8419. Did you get any money from anybody on 
the day of the poll ? — I got 2s. 6<f. from an old 
friend of mine as I mentioned. 

8420. Had j'ou a vote at the election before the 
last ? — I had. 

8421. Whom did you vote for then ? — I voted for 
Mr. O’Flaherty and Mr. Blake. 

8422. Did you get an order for goods at that time, 
either from Mr. Clare, or any of the friends of 
Mr. Blake, or anybody ? — There was, I believe, an 



order for about the amount of two stone of flour 

8423. You got that at the time ? — I did. 

8424. Did you get any money ? — There was some 
money got. 

8425. About how much ? — About 30s. was sent to 
me about a month after the election. 

8426. Tliat was from the same quarter ? — I cannot 
say that was by way of a bribe ; I was offered 'll. 
for my vote on the morning of the election. 

8427. By whom ? — By the opposite party, Lord 
Dunkcllin’s ; I had no promise on Mr. Blake’s side 
of any money. 

8428. You would rather vote for Mr. Blake without 
a promise ?■ — ■! did not expect any money from him. 

8429. Who offered you the 11. on tlie other side ? 

All agent of Lord Dunkellin’s. 

8430. Do you know his name ? — He is not now in 
town ; he is a brother-in-law of Mr. Eeid ; Mr. 
Young is his name. 

8431. The 30s. and the order were all you got in 
1852 ?— That is all. 

8432. At this last election do you swear that you 
only got the sums you have mentioned ? — Those are 
all I got. 

8433. Why did you not go to Oliver’s ? — I did not 
go ; money was not my object ; it was not for sake of 
that I voted ; I always voted for Mr. Blake and Mr. 
O’Flaherty. The money was not the object of doing 
BO, but I considered they were honest, worthy men 
to represent us in Parliament ; that was my view. 

8434. {Mr. Commissioner Leahy.) Was the 11. 
produced to you in cash ?— -It was offered to me 
before I went to vote. 

8435. Had he the money ready ? — He said he 
would give it to me before I voted at all. 



Mr. Richard Carter recalled, and further examined. 



8436. {Chief Commissioner.) You wish to make a 

statement with reference to portion of tlie evidence 
given since your examination, I believe ? I under- 

stand that some witnesses stated here that some money 
which they received was paid to them by me for the 
county election. 

8437. {Mr. Commissioner White.) Some two or 
three said so ? — I wish to state that I did not pay 
them a shilling directly or indirectly for the county 
election. 

8438. One man, Henery, stated that you gave him 



Zl. to divide between himself and two others, and 
that this was in payment for their ser\’ices in the 
county, and in support of that view he mentioned that 
one of the men to whom the IZ. was given had no 
vote in the town ? — I know nothing whatever directly 
or indirectly of the county election ; whatever money 
I gave, or whatever person I paid was for the town ; 
and I have no doubt they were paid by Mr. Sullivan 
for the county as well. I believe Bartley Sullivan, 
Mannion, and David Henery, the tliree persons that 
have been mentioned, have all votes in the town. 



X). Henery. 



David Henery recalled, and further examined. 



8439. {Chief Commissioner.) You mentioned in 
your former evidence that a sum of Zl. had been 
given to you by Mr. Carter and was divided between 
you and two other persons ; who were those two 
others ? — Bartley Sullivan and James Mannion. 

8440. You said one of these, as I understood, had 
no vote in the town ? — No ; they plumped for Colonel 
French, and Mr. Carter was well awai-e of that. 



8441. Do you now persist in saying that tliat 
money was given for the county ? — I swear it solemnly, 
because we went in to him hy his own suggestion ; 
we were put down by Mr. O’Shaughnessy as agents 
for the county. 

8442. And did you get any money from O’Shaugh- 
nessy besides ?— Yes, we got some part of it. 
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8443. How much of it ? — By Mr. Carter’s own 
suggestion we were paid in Oughterard ; “ Pay them 
51,” says he ; we put in 51. each, and he said he 
thought it iittle enough. “ I am the paymaster,” says 
he, “ O’Shaughiiessy is not.” Some went to him ; 
Sullivan and I and Mannion to get something on 
account. He fli-st put down a figure of 3 — no he first 
made a 2, and afterwards he made it 3, — and handed 
us 3?., saying, “ That is ll. for each.” 

8444. You have not told us what you got from 
O’Shaughnessy that day besides what Carter gave 
you ? — ^Eleven shillings and eightpence. 

8445. Each ? — Yes. 

8446. Is that all you got ? — We got 5s. from Carter 
besides what we got from O’Shaughnessy. 

8447. {Chief Commissioner.) Did Mr. Carter give 
you IZ. since for tlic to'wn election? — got a loan 
oflh 

8488. Have you ever paid that since ? — did not 
get it to pay away, I got a loan of 1/. myself. 

8449. Have you ever paid it since ? — No, not 
yet. 

8450. Did yctu ever mention to any person that you 
would pay back that 11. that you got from Mr. Caider ? 
— He took his oath to me that he would give me 
tlie remainder of the 51. 

{Mr. Carter.) I wish it to be distinctly undei-stood 
that I did not pay a shilling for the county election, 
in the towm of Gahvay nor did I ever ask or receive 
money on account of it, but Mr. O’Shaughnessy paid 
tile claims for Captain Bellew after the election was 
ova-. Mr. O’Shaughnessy was going off to another 
election, and Captain Bellew asked me, would I 
receive the bills, as he was going away. I collected 
the bills, and I wTote to Captain Bellew saying, from 
the nature of the demand of tlie freemen, — I think 
they wanted over from 90Z. to lOOZ., a few of them 
for services at the election ; — I wrote to him saying. 



from the nature of the bills I would have nothing 
further to do with tliem ; that I would collect the 
bUls, but that he must send some person over to settle 
them ; accordingly Mr. O’Shaughnessy came back. 

8451. {Chief Commissioner to Mr. Carter.) It was 
Lord Dunkellin’s money you had and not Captain 
Bellew’s ?— Lord Dunkellin’s only. 

8452. And you had no authority from Lord Dun- 
kellin to apply his money to the purposes of the 
other election ? — Certainly not. 

8453. And you would not advance these sums 
yourself? — I would have no part in it whatever. 

8454. {Mr. Commissioner Leahy to David Henery.) 
How much were you to have got for your services 
in that county election ? — ^Five pounds. 

8455. Who promised you that ? — We put in our 
bills according to Mr. Carter’s own suggestion, and at 
his own wish. 

8456. Wlio gave you that 14j. 8eZ., and that 5s. ? 

Thomas Lally handed me part of it. 

8457. Nineteen shillings and eight-pence ; was that 
all you got out of the 5Z. ? — That is all the 51. I got 
from Mr. Carter. 

8458. And the IZ. which you got from him you 
considered was for the county as well ? — Mr. Lee and 
many other persons knew it. 

8459. There is still a balance of 3Z. due to you for 
the county election, according to your own view ? — I 
believe so. 

8460. Did you ask Mr. O’Shaughnessy for tliat 
balance ? did you ask any person ? — I asked 
Mr. Carter. 

8561. Did he not tell you he was not the person ? 
— He told us we would not get the money from him ; 
but he told us at first that Mr. O’Shaughnessy would 
not be the paymaster, but that he would. 

8462. Do you know of any other person that 
Mr. Carter paid for the county ? — I heard, but I do 
not know ; I believe Terry McDermott got some. 



D. Henery. 
H Oct 1857' 

R, Carter, 



Mr. Patrick George Murphy 
8463. {Chief Commissioner.) You wish to add 
something to the evidence which you have already 
given ? — ^A man named Pat Kinneen, I saw by the 
papei-s, swore that he got no money either at the last 
or any former election. He admitted to me yesterday, 
that Pat Greany paid him 30s. after the election of 
1852 ; in fact, there was ah account against me, and 
I know he was paid the money ; for previous to the 
petition, being afraid there were some tickets, I went 



recalled and further examined. 

to this man and asked for his ticket j he told me he 
would not give it unless he got the money. I had a 
letter sealed enclosing 2Z., and had it left at the place 
for him,^ and that very evening I got the sealed 
ticket left at my house ; and he admitted to me since 
that he got the money. 

8464. {Mr. Commissioner Leahy.) Did you give 
him notice to be here to-day ? I did. 



Mr. 

P. G. M-arpliy, 



Patrick Greany recalled and further examined. 

8465. {Chief Commissioner.) Did you give that man, Kinneen, money in 1852 ? I did. 



P. 



Greany, 



John Cox swo: 

8466. {Chief Commissioner.) Are you a freeman ? 
— I am. 

8467. For whom did you vote ? — ^Lord Dunkellin 
and Mr. O’Flaherty. 

8468. Did you get any money at Oliver’s ? — ^Yes. 

8469. Two pounds for a card sealed by Dr. Browne ? 

' — Yes. 

8470. Did you vote at the election before the last ? 
— ^Yes. 

8471. For whom ‘did you vote at that election ? — I 



1 and examined. 

went in the intention of voting for Mr. O’Flaherty ; 
but I voted for Mr. Blake. ‘ 

8472. Did you get anything at that election ? 

About five weeks after there was IZ. left for me by 
Greany. ^ 

8473. Are you a butcher ?— No, a shoemaker. 

8474. Did you get it ? — No, my wife got it. 

8475. Did you see the strange gentleman going 
about the streets giving money for Mr. O’Flaherty at 
the last election ? — ^No ; because I am not in the habit 
of going out in the street. 



J. Cox. 
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D. TuUy. 
U Oct 1857 



! 

' M. Tally. 



Mr. A. Rush. 



JJT. J. 
Broughall. 



A. Wahh. 



Daniel Tullt sworn and examined. 



8476. {Chief Commissioner.) Are you a freeman ? 
— Yes. 

8477. What ti'ade ?— A rope-maker. 

8478. For wliom did you vote at the last election ? 
— Mr. Anthony O’Flalierty and Lord Dunkellin. 

8479. Did you get any money at Oliver’s ? I did. 

8480. Two pounds for a card sealed by Dr. 
Browne ? — Yes. 

8481. Had you a vote at the election before the 
last ? — I had no vote then. 



8482. What time of the day did you go to Oliver’s? 
— ^About nine in the morning, I think. 

8483. It was known about the town that morning 
that there was to be money paid to the freemen, that 

there would be 21., or some money given ? I believe 

so. 

8484. You heard yourself tliere would be some- 
thing ? — I did. 

8485. Some compensation to the freemen ? Yes. 



Martin Tully sworn and examined. 



8486. (Chief Commissioner.), Are you a freeman? 

8487. What trade ? — Eopemaker. 

8488. For whom' did you vote at the last election ? 
-—For Mr. O’Flahei'ty and Lord Dunkellin. 

8489. Did you get anymoney atOliveFs? — Idid. 

8490. Two pounds for a card of Dr. Browne’s ? 
—Yes. 

8491. What time of the day did you get that 
money ? — It was between 9 and 10. 

8492. And you knew there was money going to 
tlie freemen ? — I did. 

8493. You heard it in the morning ? — I did. 

8494. Early in the morning ? — I did. 

8495. Had you a vote at the election before the 
last ? — No, my registry was out. 

8496. Who told you about the money ? — When I 
was getting my card sealed I heard it in the stable 
that day. 



8497. That was the place where they were cettinv 

the porter, was it ? — Yes. ° 

8498. That was the time you were getting the 
porter ? — I did not get any porter. 

8499. It was before you voted, you were in the 
stable ? — ^Yes, after I got my card. 

8500. But before you got your card did you not 
hear that there was money going to the freemen ?— I 
did. 

8501. From whom ?— Well, I cannot recollect, I 
heard so many saying it. 

8502. Was that before you voted ? After I voted. 

8503. And when you went there you heard all about 
the money ? — I did. 

8504. (Mr. Commissioner Leahy.) If you had not 
heard that money was going did you intend to vote 
for Colonel French ? — No ; I was canvassed before 
that by Mr. O’Flaherty. 



Mr. Ambrose Rush recalled, and further examined. 



8505. (Chief Commissioner.) You wish to give an 
opinion with respect to the freemen and lower class 
of voters ? — I wish to say that from my experience, 
I have frequently seen some exercise of political 
opinion and judgment among the freemen, and that 
they have sometimes used this independently, and as 
they thought honestly. I also think generally speak- 
ing, among the lower classes of voters and shop- 
keepers, the influence of landlords is very powerful. 



8506. You are extensively engaged as a merchant 
in Galway ? — Yes. 

8507. And you are likewise a magistrate of the 
town ? — Yes. 

8508. (Mr. Commissioner Leahy.) Have you many 
freemen from time to time engaged ? — From time to 
time I have. 

8509. Do you belong to any political party here ? 
—Iso, I cannot say that I do ; politics do not run 
very high in Galway. 



Doctor Patrick Joseph Broughall sworn and examined. 



8510. (Chief Commissioner.) You got 51. from 
Bernard O’Flaherty at the last election ? — I did, to 
lay out, I believe, in entertaining and so forth, — treating 
and entertainment. 

8511. I suppose you laid it out in that way? — Idid. 

8512. Upon any persons you thought likely to be 



useful ? — Upon messengers, and in entertainment of 
that sort ; to keep up the excitement. 

8513. Do you know anything of the election of 
1852 ?— -Very little ; I had nothing to do with it in 
the way of money transactions. I was engaged as 
agent, but not in money transactions. 



Andrew Walsh sworn and examined. 



8514. (Chief Commissioner.) Are you a freeman ? 
— Yes. 

8515. What trade? — A bleacher. 

8516. For whom did you vote at the last election ? 
— Mr. O’Flaherty and Colonel French. 



8517. Did you get any money, goods, or anything ? 
— No. , 

8518. Did you get any money fromMr. Semple ?— 
No ; no money of any kind whatever. 

8519. Did you get 3?. in 1852 ?— I had not a vote 
at all. 
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The following Persons, at whose Residences Summonses had been left, were called as Witnesses, but did 
not appear : — 



Callaghan, Luke (III). Admitted 
the receipt of money in 1852. 
Commons, Thomas. 

Connell, John. 

Daly, Denis. 

Finegan, John (Smith) 111. 
Finegan, Thomas (Dl). 
Fitzpatrick, Michael. 



Geraghty, Peter. 

Gordon, James. 

Hai't, Daniel. 

Hobaa.-t, Thomas (111). Admitted 
the receipt of 21. in 1847. 
Hughes, John. 

Hynes, Edward (111). 

Keane, Nicholas. 

Loftus, Mai'k (111). 



McDonald, George. 
McLoughlin, Patrick. 
Newell, Anthony. 
Rooney, John. 
Rutledge, George. 
Ryan, John. 

Scahill, La^vrence (Dl). 
Semple, William (111). 



The following is a list of Persons who were called as Witnesses, some of whom it was stated were dead, 
others had left the country, and others could not be found . 



Briggs, Martin. 

Burke, Francis. 

Burke, George Edmund. 
Burke, John. 

Burke, Thomas. 

Cavanagh, Patrick. 

Garrick, Patrick. 

Clare, James. 

Cohen, John. 

Conneely, John, Lacklea. 
Conneely, John, Kilcorkey. 
Connell, Patrick. 

Conry, Thomas. 

Costello, Patrick. 

Daly, Denis. 

Doherty, Edward. 

Dooley, John. 

Dowling, James. 

Fahcrty, James. 

Finegan, Thomas. 



Fleming, Edwaa'd. 
Francis, Edward. 
Gaynor, Thomas. 
Geoghegan, Patrick. 
Geraghty, John. 
Glynn, John, Jun. 
Glynn, Thomas. 
H^loran, John. 

Hart, Daniel. 

Higgins, John. 
Hyland, . 

Kelly, Redmond, Jun. 
Kenny, Hugh. 
Kirwan, Mark. 
Lardner, Michael. 
McCann, Thomas. 
McDermott, Mercer. 
McDermott, Nicholas. 
McDermott, Patrick. 
McDermott, Terence. 
McDonnell, J. 



McDonough, Myles. 
McDonough, Patrick. 
McLoughlin, William. 
O’Brien, Patrick. 
O’Brien, Thomas. 
Quinn, John. 

Ryder, Charles. 
Ryder, Paul. 

Rochfort, Henry. 
Roland, John. 

Tasker, Daniel. 

Toole, Patrick. 

Smyth, Patrick. 
Vaughan, Joseph. 
Walsh, Andrew. 
Walsh, Daniel. 

Walsh, John. 

Walsh, Patrick. 

Webb, Patrick. 

Welby, Patrick. 
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